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Butler+ 
Great changes are coming for Josephine 

Butler College in the next few years. As a 
consequence of  the university’s plans to relocate 
activity from Queen’s Campus, Stockton, there are 
some moves of  colleges and Butler is taking on an 
extra 150 beds by taking over one of  Ustinov’s 
blocks. Butler is already one of  the most popular 
colleges in terms of  applications and the extra 
beds will mean we can accept more students who 
want to come here. In addition, we will get more 
use of  the Howlands Building and the university is 
building a new social building on the site, part of  
which will be a new 100 sq. m. space, which we 
can book for activities like dance rehearsals, 
theatre productions, talks etc. It will allow us to put 
on events that are of  a scale that gets lost in the 
Howlands events hall, but are too big for other 
rooms. 

Over the course of  the next few years Butler 
will grow from its current size of  around 1000 
students to between 1400 and 1500. Our 
expectation is that we will retain our friendly mix 
of  students in residence: fresher undergraduates, 
returning undergraduates and our residential 
postgraduate community. 

There is a lot of  work to do to plan for this 
growth - the first increased intake will join us in 
September - but our students and staff  are already 

on top of  some of  the key areas. Thanks to 
support from Team Durham, we will be expanding 
the number of  teams in the inter-college sports 
leagues. We’re increasing the number of  events 
and we’re expecting that some of  our clubs and 
societies which are just below the level of  
sustainability will grow to become thriving groups. 

All of  this comes as we enter our second 
decade. Over the course of  the year, we have had a 
wide range of  celebrations of  10 years of  Butler: 
including alumni reunions, an expanded Butler 
Day and staff  reunions. It reached its peak with a 
service of  celebration in the unparalleled setting of  
Durham Cathedral (more details inside). 

As part of  those celebrations, we’ve been 
raising money to support the build of  an annex at 
the back of  the bar which will enable us to free up 
space for dedicated study areas and to locate our 
library in a more appropriate location. As we 
report inside, while we still have some fundraising 
to complete, we have now had the final go ahead 
to build the extension and it is intended that this 
will be open for the arrival of  our new, bigger 
freshers intake in October. 

Adrian Simpson  
The Principal. 

Josephine Butler 
College 
University of Durham 
South Road 
Durham 
DH1 3DF 

T 0191 3347260 
F 0191 3347259 

www.durham.ac.uk/ 
butler.college
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The Indonesian Society at Butler’s International Festival
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We have been able to secure final 
agreement to build an annex to create new 
study space for our college, as well as 
develop new office space. 

The £290k project is funded in large 
part from donations from our students (via 
the JCR, MCR and Pre-sessional Society), 
our SCR, alumni and donations via our 
Trust Fund. While we are still seeking 
donations, particularly to support the fit 
out of  the rooms, we have now appointed 
contractors to start the build in June 2017. 

The build will give us two 30 sq.m 
rooms and two 15 sq.m offices. There are 
a number of  configurations for the rooms, 
but the one gaining the most enthusiasm 
from our students is to use the two large 
rooms to house the MCR and JCR, 
freeing up the existing MCR and JCR 
spaces to become study space: perhaps 
with one as a quiet, dedicated study space 
housing the library and one being more 
flexible study space for group work. With 
other room moves, it might allow us to 

have the east wing of  the building entirely 
dedicated to the scholarly function of  the 
college, including the IT suite.  

If  this is the configuration we go with, 
we may also move the JCR office so that it 
is immediately beside the new JCR. 

The build will start just after Butler 
Day and we have contracted the builders 
on the basis that the build will be complete 
before freshers week this year. While it 
may cause some disruption for our pre-
sessional students over the summer, we 
think it will be worth it: they too will be 
able to enjoy the extra study space freed 
up once the build is complete. 

Our thanks go to all the groups and 
individuals who have contributed 
financially to the build. There is still an 
opportunity to contribute and to get your 
name on the plaques for the benefactors. 
See 

https://www.dunelm.org.uk/
donations/josephine-butler-donation-
payment-page

Developing our study space
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Awards 2016-17 
Butler College has over 40 teams 
wide variety of sports and has over 
40 different societies and 
committees engaging our students in 
a range of activities.


These only happen because many of 
our students take on key roles 
organising and leading these clubs 
and societies. For each sports 
fixture, someone has to book the 
venue and organise the team; for 
each society meeting, someone has 
to negotiate a room, set it up and 
clear it down; someone has to sort 
the kit out and account for the 
finances.


We celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of the students who make 
this happen by giving awards to 
those who, in the opinion of the 
panels, have done the most to 
maintain the level of activity and 
increase our success.


Best society president: 

	 Dana Wilson

Biggest contribution to societies: 
	 Sophie Johnson

Best new society: 

	 Karaoke

Society of the year: 

	 Debating

Most improved society: 

	 Cheese and wine

Committee of the year: 

	 Charity Committee


Sports person of the year: 

	 Tom Weston

Unsung sporting hero: 

	 Holly Linford

Outstanding contribution: 

	 Ed Newman

Fresher of the year: 

	 Karina Hastie

Most improved team: 

	 Women’s Basketball

Team of the year: 

	 Women’s football

Club of the year: 

	 Cheerleading


Congratulations to everyone

In February we held our 10th 
Anniversary Celebration Service at 
Durham Cathedral. We gave thanks and 
praise for our journey and the growth of  
Josephine Butler College and also reflected 
upon the significance of  Josephine Butler 
herself; as one of  the 19th Century’s most 
influential feminist social reformers.  We 
invited staff  and students to take part in 
the service itself  and the result was a 
wonderful blend of  prayers, prose and 
performances.  

Our own Woodwind group started 
proceedings and the Vice-Dean of  the 
Cathedral and our College Chaplain 
conducted opening prayers. Ed Newman, 
Linda Wang, and David Evans delivered 
our readings before our Chamber Choir 
sang. Matt Ricketts and Stevie Jones told 
the Story of  Josephine Butler (both giving 
incredibly poignant contributions). David 
Evans created a hand-made wooden 
College crest which was blessed (alongside 
a cuddly toy of  our mole!). Dan McElhone 
(our JCR President) moved us onto the 
performance part of  the service and 

introduced David Baseden Butt’s poetry 
recital, followed by Amy Barrett, Helen 
Clements, AccaButler and David Evans, 
who all played/sang beautifully. In its 
entirety this celebration service really 
showcased the passion, intellect, and 
creativity of  members of  our college 
community, both past and present. We also 
paused to consider what happens next for 
the College as we undertake a new phase 
of  expansion and change (with both 
College Principal and Vice-Principal 
giving their respective takes on things), 
before our JB Jazzband gave a rousing 
finale to the whole event! It seemed so very 
fitting to mark this milestone in such 
esteemed surroundings and it gave real 
gravitas to what was being said and 
marked our tenth year in great style. The 
service itself  was hugely enjoyable and a 
really fitting tribute to all that has been 
achieved. Special thanks need to go out to 
our staff  and students who planned and 
participated in this service (especially for 
our Tech-comm who worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes!). 

Cathedral Celebration

https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/donations/josephine-butler-donation-payment-page
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Scholarly Activity 
Holocaust Memorial Talk. 

To coincide with Holocaust Memorial Day, Lewis Wright (a current second-year student) and our College Chaplain arranged 
for a speaker from the Holocaust Educational Trust to share their survivor testimony. As we began promoting this event the 
numbers of  people wishing to attend increased very steadily, and by the day of  the event we had reached the 140 planned seating 
for our Howland’s Event Hall. This made it one of  the most well attended talks in our college’s history, but it was also surely one of  
the most powerful and emotional. The talk was given by Janine Webber, from the Holocaust Educational Trust. 

Janine was born in Lwów in Poland (now L'viv, Ukraine) in 1932. Following the Nazi-Soviet Pact, Lwów was occupied by the 
Red Army in 1939 and remained under Soviet rule until June 1941 when Germany invaded the USSR. Persecution of  the Jews of  
Lwów began immediately, and Janine and her family had to leave their apartment and all of  their belongings and move into an 
area outside of  the town, in preparation for the establishment of  a ghetto. When Janine’s family left their home, they were 
permitted to take only one suitcase. They were allocated one room in a house for the whole family to live in. Janine’s parents dug a 
hole under the wardrobe, which three people could fit into. The day that Janine’s parents heard that a German raid was coming, 
Janine, her brother and her mother went into the hiding place. The Nazis discovered other members of  Janine’s family hiding in 
the loft, and Janine’s father was shot. After a few weeks, the ghetto was established and the family once again had to move. In a 

desperate attempt to avoid capture the family, and Janine as a child on her own, sought 
sanctuary wherever possible, experiencing harrowing events along the way.   
I believe all who attended this talk were touched by her words and humbled by the 
harrowing experiences that she endured. It gave us all pause for thought in terms of  
reflecting upon how brutal mankind can be, whilst also tempering this with a strong sense 
of  the resilience of  the human spirit and a desire for future generations to remember and 
understand. On a lighter note, Janine was great company and spent time with a small 
group of  us, after her talk, and had so much energy and vitality that we felt both saddened 
by the content of  her talk but so happy to have met her and spent time in conversation. We 
hope to build on this next year and host further talks on this theme. 

BUTLERCOLLEGE M
ay 2017 

Janine Webber

Scholarly Activity 
Research Forum 

The MCR has worked to expand its scholarly activity this year, creating the new 'Scholarly Activities Officer' exec position, 
with their efforts culminating in organising the inaugural Josephine Butler Research Forum. This event, spanning two full days on 
the weekend of  22-23 April, gave undergraduates and postgraduates from our own college and from across the university an 
opportunity to hone their presentation skills and educate their peers about their own research interests. Almost all of  the different 
Durham Colleges were represented by at least one speaker – Butler is truly making a name for itself  across all of  Durham! 

The event was fully interdisciplinary, and students from 20 different academic disciplines were able to present on a diverse 
range of  topics. That diversity is reflected in the award winners: light-activated compounds to treat cancer, how children develop 
spacial awareness, modelling fluid flow through turbomachinery, and the dangers arising from a pre-emptive approach to 
prosecuting for terrorism. Indeed, so good were the presentations, that instead of  the planned three awards, we eventually decided 
on four! This variety put the presenters in the unique scenario of  having to communicate their research to an audience which, 
though academic in nature, likely had no experience in that particular field of  study. This helped presenters build the skill of  
'scientific' public speaking. 

There was a mix of  oral and poster presentations from 24 students, with many using the forum as an opportunity to practice 
for dissertation presentations coming up in the Easter 
term. 
Thanks to our MCR and particularly the president, 
David Evans, and the scholarly activities officer, Rania 
Ventista, for their hard work and dedication in 
planning and running the event. 
The College is proud to have been able to support the 
development of  our students' academic skills with the 
Research Forum, and hope to make it an annually 
recurring event whilst continuing to develop the 
scholarly activity at Butler even further in the years to 
come. 

An attentive audience at the Research Forum
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Butler Sport has gone from strength to strength in 2017, 
with a number of  our clubs having successful seasons. 
Women’s Basketball had a brilliant year, finishing second in 
the Premiership and winning the trophy, coming out 49-23 
winners over Ustinov 
in the final. 

Another 
outstanding season 
came from the 
Women’s Football 
Club who finished 
third in the 
Premiership, but saw 
real success in the 
trophy final by 
beating Collingwood 
5-3 in a nail-biting 
encounter, with a 
late brace from 
fresher Emily 
Bugden sealing the 
win. The girls also 
saw success in Futsal, 
being crowned Premiership champions for the second year 
in a row. The Men’s Football Club finished a respectable 4th 
in their first year back in the Premiership and at the time of  
writing are about to play in the trophy final. 

Butler Tigers Cheerleading also had a successful year, 
with a huge influx of  Fresher’s allowing them to take their 

stunts to new levels. Their hard work throughout the year 
was rewarded at the inter-collegiate Cheerleading 
competition, with their best ever Co-Ed place of  2nd and 
winning the all-girls group stunt. 

On the societies front, 
this year saw the 
formation of  Karaoke 
Society which has 
steadily been growing. 
Our music acts hosted 
a popular Open Mic 
Night with Trevelyan 
College which saw the 
bar full of  both 
colleges’ talented 
musicians. Butler also 
hosted a ‘Societies Pub 
Quiz’ which proved to 
be very popular as 
societies went up 
against each other and 
raised some money for 

charity in the process. 
Our Societies and Committee’s formal saw Debating Soc 
take home the Society of  the Year award, while Charity 
Comm won Committee of  the Year for their work with 
Grace House, RT Projects, Durham FoodCycle and So The 
Child May Learn. 
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We are developing our Josephine Butler Award designed 
to encourage students to engage with student life, to organise 
and lead JCR and College run events and to demonstrate 
their ‘employability’. It provides an opportunity for students 
to pursue their personal and professional development, 
particularly as future leaders. 

Butler students lead and take responsibility for others 
when they manage a football team, organise a society 
meeting or teach a classroom of  children. Butler provides 
ample opportunities for the development of  those leadership 
skills.  

in the wider world, we lead the moment we take the first 
supervisory responsibility at work, and we may lead even 
before we assume official responsibility to do anything. A 
writer or visionary may lead when he or she puts pen to 
paper and creates a book, or poem, or article which inspires 
and moves others to new thoughts and actions.  

So, given the many ways in which leadership operates, it 
is no surprise that leadership is so difficult to define and 
describe. But we know a leader when we see one. 

There are many leaders in this College.  Some have 
titles and are ‘obvious’.  Others are the fabric by which we 
create the culture of  the community.  To codify and 
acknowledge the emerging culture of  a young college we 
invested in the provision of  a one day leadership programme 
based on Bystander Intervention Initiatives - but with the 
usual Butler twist. 

60 people have completed the workshop, with many 
receiving their certificates at our annual sports awards 
formal dinner.  Evaluations are positive and frank.  We are 
investing in further events because participants report it gives 
them confidence to identify and intervene to prevent various 
forms of  violence and abuse and contribute to the building 
of  a College culture that does not tolerate inappropriate 
behaviour to each other. 

After all, what makes a College?   
It can only be the people in it and how they behave – 

towards each other.  

Sports and Societies Round Up

Leadership Initiatives at Butler

The victorious women’s football trophy team

Alumni Dates for the Diary

As the 10th Anniversary Celebratory year comes towards and end, there are still a couple of  events which we hope our 

alumni and friends of  the college will want to attend: 
Alumni Reunion Weekend: 21st-22nd July. This is our first ever residential alumni reunion, where our former students can 

stay in the college. It is targeted at our earliest graduates - those who graduated between 2007 and 2011. See 
	 	 https://www.dunelm.org.uk/Josephine-Butler-College/event-summer-alumni-weekend 

Butler Day: 3rd-4th June. Our annual end of  year celebrations, with events all day Saturday and a showcase of  Butler 
Talent on Sunday.


