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A Year of Change 
Principal’s report

As the University delivers its ambitious growth 
strategy, one of  the first key steps has involved 
some significant and exciting changes to Butler. As 
an averaged sized college last academic year (with 
around 1000 students), we have now grown to 
about 1200 students, with plans to be around 1600 
students by 2020. This has brought some notable 
challenges, but some wonderful opportunities as 
well. With nearly 500 first year undergraduates, 
our Junior Common Room has grown the number 
of  societies and sports clubs. A brand new Folk 
Band and Boxing Society (the latter set up by a first 
year student) has shown that extra numbers has 
made new activities sustainable.  

On the sports, we had new football and 
netball teams and across many sports we’ve had 
outstanding success. Our all-conquering women’s 
football team are mentioned elsewhere in the 
newsletter, but we also saw premiership victory for 
our women’s basketball and promotions for mixed 
badminton, mixed lacrosse and women’s hockey. 

It has been a great year for music and arts too. 
Our brilliantly talented Jazz Band built on years of  
success with a short tour to Dublin in June, our 
theatre group put on Andrew Piñon's 'She Loves 
Him, He Loves Her Not’ and our Artist in 
Residence, Chris Younger has had exhibitions of  
his landscape photography at Ushaw College and 
as part of  Durham City Arts Festival. 

As part of  our scholars supper series, we’ve 
had research talks as varied as computational 
methods for detecting aneurysms, philosophical 
problems with randomised controlled trials and 
abortion laws in Ireland. We hosted an Institute of  
Advanced Study lecture on Stanley Spencer and 
the notions of  freedom and liberty and probably 
our best attended Holocaust Memorial talk with 
Joanna Millen. 

As we move towards the end of  the academic 
year, we have an exciting new initiative from our 
Junior Common Room. To help the club and 
society presidents deliver the best experiences for 
the wider student body, they have worked with 
College to develop a Presidents’ Programme 
helping them develop leadership skills, understand 
financial responsibility and support the delivery of  
events. This is a very promising initiative which we 
hope will grow further next year. 

Those club and society presidents are among a 
large number of  our students who put their time 
and energy in to support others in the College and 
the year ended, as ever, with a celebratory meal to 
thank them and to award College Colours to those 
who most went above and beyond their roles. 

Adrian Simpson  
The Principal. 

Josephine Butler 
College 
University of Durham 
South Road 
Durham 
DH1 3DF 

T 0191 3347260 
F 0191 3347259 

www.durham.ac.uk/ 
butler.college
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Students on their return from the Summer Ball
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At the beginning of  June, Butler Jazz embarked on the first college society music 
tour. Organised by the Jazz Band executive committee, they travelled from Durham to 
Dublin for a three night tour. The logistics of  getting twenty members of  the band, 
along with all of  their instruments (including a drum kit and double bass) involved a lot 
of  creative thinking, but everyone and everything managed to get there and back 
without a scratch! 

The band were lucky enough to secure a much sought after spot on the Bandstand 
of  St. Stephen’s Green right in the heart of  the historic city. This brought in an 
audience from across the Green 
and surrounding roads to hear 
the band play a wide range of  
jazz from Sing, Sing, Sing to the 
theme tune from The 
Incredibles. 

Another high profile gig 
took place at the Pavilion Bar, 
overlooking the Trinity College 
Cricket Pitch. 

For both gigs, the band 
were bless with excellent 
weather and appreciative 
audiences. The band also 
managed to get to see some of  the city, with a trip to the Zoo and everyone eating 
together for a traditional Irish meal. Thanks go to everyone involved in organising the 
event and for the bursary from the Butler Bursary Scheme. 

Butler Jazz band on tour
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Awards 2017-18 
Butler College has over 40 teams 
across a wide variety of sports and 
has over 40 different societies and 
committees engaging our students in 
a range of activities.

These only happen because many of 
our students take on key roles 
organising and leading these clubs 
and societies. For each sports 
fixture, someone has to book the 
venue and organise the team; for 
each society meeting, someone has 
to negotiate a room, set it up and 
clear it down; someone has to sort 
the kit out and account for the 
finances.

We celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of the students who make 
this happen by giving awards to 
those who, in the opinion of the 
panels, have done the most to 
maintain the level of activity and 
increase our success.


Best society president: 

	 Hannah Brown

Biggest contribution to societies: 	 

	 Tech Comm

Best new society: 

	 Folk Band

Society of the year: 

	 Jazz Band

Most improved society: 

	 STAB (theatre)

Committee of the year: 

	 Charity Committee

Best committee head

	 Becca White

Most Improved Committee

	 Arts Committee


Unsung sporting hero: 

	 Charlotte Thompson

Outstanding contribution: 

	 Richard Nicklin

Fresher of the year: 

	 Rioko Moscardini

Most improved team: 

	 Women’s hockey

Team of the year: 

	 Women’s football

Club of the year: 

	 BCBC (rowing)


Congratulations to everyone

As well as personal development, fostering a sense of  belonging and enhancing 
students’ leadership and global citizenship skills, Butler is of  course dedicated to 
ensuring our students get the best from their academic studies. We recognise the 
success of  all of  our students, but note the particular outstanding performance in 
achieving first class honours by: 

Jessica Creaghan, Jennifer Owens, Evelyn Garlick, Lauren Griffiths, Rebecca 
Makinson, Ruth Shelton, Steffi Vassallo, Lucy Booth, William Norris, Scott Ransom, 
Michael Slater, Lewis Wright, Harry Martin, Katherine Sewell, Georgina Gayles, 
Jennifer Platt, Jack Strong, Tien Sing Tay, Michael Tindall, Dheyna Scholtz, James 
Axton, Toby Dickinson-Williams, Megan Bryden, Oliver White, Thea d’Ambra, 
Rebecca Salthouse, Lloyd Shaw, Dana Wilson, Pavit Bangur, Eleanor Coutts, Julie 
Emmerson, Adam Makda, Samuel Moody, Matthew Pavord, Hannah Armstrong, 
Mavis Hum, Edward Greenslade, Charlotte Walker, Ucizi Mafeni, Anya Bartlett, Bria 
Clegg, Lowri Collins, Georgina Hughes, Pearl Palfreyman, Victoria Prowse, Claire 
Wilkinson, Jasmine Bourke, Philip Brennan, Charlotte Marino, Teresa Barucci, 
Eleanor Hopkinson, Tristan Latchford, William Carson, Christopher Formby, Robert 
Grout, Matthew Knight, Eleanor Mallinson, Robert McCormack, Andrey Sadovnikov, 
Joseph Speller, Jessica Hedges, Joss Farquhar, Alexis Long, Robert Uniacke, Kira 
Browne, Daisy Busel, Sinem Erbilir, Billy Errington, Lydia Heald, Miriam Sautin, 
Elanor Siriwardena, Sarah Gold, Zoe Tongue, Jacob Dean, Keeley Smith, Thomas 
Broadbent, Kayleigh Walker, Emily Walters, Julia Cushion, Cara Donegan, Hailey 
Brock, Rhys Jones, Daniel Cohen, Hannah Cowen, Joanna Little and Joyie Chooi. 

In addition Emily Winters was awarded a half  palatinate for her work as musical 
director; Georgia Wimsey was awarded a BP scholarship; Emma Clouston won the 
award for most committed volunteer for her work with RT Projects and Beth Brown 
will be awarded the Adam Cumbor prize for 2nd year Mathematics.

Academic Success

Butler College Jazz Band at St. Stephens Green Bandstand
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College Colours 2017-18 
Colours are awarded by College 
Council in recognition of those who 
go above and beyond their role to 
support the College and its 
members.


A panel, consisting of the College 
Officers and the Presidents of the 
three common rooms, considers 
each member of the College. This list 
is then formally approved by our 
College Council and the students 
receive their awards at our 
celebratory College Colours dinner 
at the end of term.


This year half colours were awarded 
to:


Amy Barrett

Hannah Brown


Noah Coltman


Jeremy Goulding


Rian Howe

Calum James


Isabel Mastolonardo


Katy Matthews

William Norris


Samuel Perkins


Lloyd Shaw

Lorna Thomas


Charlotte Thompson


Emma Williams

Rebecca White


Full colours are only awarded to 
those whose contribution has been 
of the very highest calibre and 
normally across multiple areas of the 
College community


Full colours were awarded to:


James Bowmer


Grace Calvert

Thomas Weston


Lewis Wright


Supporting Butler 
The College Trust 

Butler College Trust exists to 
enhance the student experience for 
Butlerites. Generously supported 
with donations from parents, 
alumni and other friends of  the 
College, it has a proud history of  
enabling student activity by 
purchasing assets, funding access 
grants and, most recently, 
supporting capital projects (such as 
the new JCR and MCR annex, 
freeing up space for library and 
study rooms).  

This year the Trust income was £13,263. It has 13 bids for purchasing assets and 
approved 9 of  them. This year it funded a new DVD library, a camera and lenses, 
extensions for the lighting truss, saxophones, staging, a new stone sign for the College 
entrance, music stand covers and sports equipment (including cricket sets and frisbees). It 
spent £12,396. It has further agreed to work with the Butler College Boat Club to help 
them develop a strategic plan and fund the purchase of  a new boat. 

These initiatives could not have been developed without the generosity of  donors. 
People can donate at https://www.dunelm.org.uk/josephine-butler-college/donate. 

BUTLERCOLLEGE June 2018 

Scholarly Activity 
Research Forum 

Josephine Butler MCR hosted a Research Forum, designed to foster interdisciplinary 
discussion from both undergraduate and postgraduate students across all of  the colleges at 
Durham. The Forum, which took place on 21 and 22 April, showcased approximately 30 
speakers from a wide variety of  subject areas. Research projects from all facilities of  the 
University enabled students to engage with a wide variety of  subjects, ideas, and 
methodologies. The Forum was divided into long and short presentations, and posters.  

At the end of  the Forum, prizes were awarded for the best presentation in each 
category. Joseph Bullock (St. John’s College), a doctoral candidate in the Institute of  Particle 
Physics Phenomenology, was awarded the prize in best long presentation for his talk on 
Google AI and the evolution of  smart 
technology. Martina Diehl (Trevelyan 
College), a doctoral candidate in the 
Department of  Education received a 
special commendation award for her 
long presentation on teaching poetry 
to secondary-school students. 
Alexander Hibberts (St. John’s 
College), a second-year 
undergraduate in the Department of  
History, was awarded the prize in best 
short presentation for his discussion 
of  mid-seventeenth-century cathedral 
restoration and the use of  English 
Gothic style in the Baroque period. 
Eleanor Scorah and Katie Harling-Challis (Trevelyan College), taught postgraduates in the 
Department of  English, were awarded the best poster prize for their blogging project, 
Object: a visible and intangible entity, a compilation of  inanimate items and their emotional 
significance.   

A rather informally dressed Principal  awards the prize 
for best poster

Butler Jazz Band on Butler Day with stage, music stand 
covers and saxophones bought by the Trust

https://www.dunelm.org.uk/josephine-butler-college/donate
https://www.dunelm.org.uk/josephine-butler-college/donate
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Josephine Butler Women’s Football Club (JBWFC) 
entered the year on a high following their Trophy Cup and 
Futsal win in the previous year, looking to build on that 
success and reach greater heights this year. After a strong 
intake of  freshers while retaining some key players, JBWFC 
started their year by beating their two closest rivals, 
Collingwood and Trevelyan, 5-1 and 4-0 respectively.  

Following this, the team continued their winning streak 
throughout first term, dominating sides (with their highest 
win being 18-0 and the lowest still being a strong 4-0) and 
winning the league on the very last weekend having beaten 
an improving Ustinov side 
6-0.  

With a league win 
already under their belt, 
JBWFC came out fighting 
in second term to win the 
only trophy that has 
eluded them in the past: 
the Floodlit Cup. The 
team started the term 
strong with an 11-0 win in 
the quarter finals against 
St Hild and St Bede, 
which took us through to 
face a very strong Grey 
side in the semi-final. After 
a tough battle in the cold, 
the team remained strong at 

the back and pushed forwards, eventually winning 4-0. This 
took us through to the penultimate Wednesday of  term 
where the team faced Trevelyan once again, this time with a 
strong showing of  support from the college who came down 
to watch. The girls manage to win with a convincing 2-0 
against an improved side. 

The games were played with enormous good heart and 
the supporters from Butler were normally outnumbering 
supporters for the opponent team five- or ten-to-one. For the 
coldest games our brilliant charity committee brought hot 
chocolate and cakes to raise money a keep spirits up. 

Following on from this, 
they went on to win the 
titles in all forms of  the 
game (11 a side, futsal 
and five a side) with only 
the Trophy eluding them. 
The outstanding work on 
the field has been 
mirrored by hard work 
behind the scenes by the 
club’s exec committee 
and they were justly 
awarded the Club of  the 
Year at the annual sports 
award against some very 
strong opposition. 
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While sport is a very visible manifestation of  an engaged 
student body, the societies and committees actually account 
for the majority of  the opportunities to get involved. Indeed, 
the variety and number of  societies is a unique feature of  
Butler: JB has twice as many as the next college. From the 
wide variety of  music groups, through art, drama, cooking, 
hiking, allotment to nail art and Disney appreciation, there 
are many opportunities to engage, organise and lead. 

This year we saw two new societies: Tea Soc and Folk 
Band, as well as huge increases in membership of  many 
societies which accompanied Butler’s new larger intake. For 
example, Debating Society had nearly 150 people from all 
year groups joining. Our Feminist society hosted a variety of  
events, developing a joint project with the library for Books 
and Brunch on International Women’s Day; bringing in 
speakers and screening documentaries. The newest society - 
Folk Band - got in to its stride quickly with performances at 
the Christmas concert and running a ceilidh for the Burns 
Night formal. 

The committee structure in the Junior Common Room 
can seem a little strange to outsiders, but it supports a wide 
range of  activities which complement those in societies and 
sports. For example, the Butler Scholarly Journal provides 
students with an outlet for academic writing on a range of  
topics with a selection chosen for a high quality print 
publication at the end of  the year. The Tech Comm group 
provide support for virtually every large event in College, 
setting up lighting, microphones, speakers, staging and 
running mixing and lighting desks for music events, theatre 

fashion show etc. Our charity committee raised well over 
£5000 for a range of  charities and is now moulding the 
membership of  the committee into a clear team (with a logo 
and the inevitable stash). 

Each of  these societies and committees has a president 
or chair and an executive around it, to help organise 
meetings and events, ensure activities are sustainable and 
attract new members. The fact Butler boasts so many 
groupings is testament to how many students are willing and 
able to lead from the front. 

Women’s football

Societies and Committees
The victorious women’s football team after winning the trophy

Some of  the winners of  society and committee awards


