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Welcome
The New Academic Year

Welcome to the College that never sleeps: 
As our new freshers and postgraduates join the 
College for the autumn term, we are also in the 
process of  saying goodbye to our summer pre-
sessional students and their teachers.

For the past two years, we’ve taken the lead 
within the University for supporting the 
students on the English for Academic Purposes 
programme. These are international students 
who spend the summer working on developing 
their written and spoken English to allow them 

academic programmes. Given Durham’s 
emphasis on developing the rounded individual 
by complementing the work of  departments 
with those of  colleges, Butler has set up a 
programme of  collegiate activity to engage 
these students throughout the summer. This 
means that they can move on to their 
permanent colleges with a good understanding 
of  what it is like to be an active participant in 
college life. The development of  the programme 
has helped us think more carefully about how 
we integrate students from different 
backgrounds and cultures into our College.

The students joining us as freshers this year 
come from over 40 different countries: from 
Albania to Vietnam. All of  our new students 
will join with every college member in having 
the opportunity to take part in college sports, 
art, drama, music, societies, volunteering and 
scholarly activity.

expansion of  our volunteering activity this year 
to include new opportunities with different 
groups. We’re also building on our successful 
scholarly activity programme by enabling more 
people to take part in dissertation discussions, 
attend our seminar series and gain from our 
lecture programme. We are also developing our 
Senior Common Room, with new events and,  
by encouraging more people to join an 
expanding membership.

Along with new caterers and enhanced 
formal meals, new lines on the bar and from the 
kitchen and, of  course, a new JCR and MCR 
execs who are raring to go, we’re in the best 
position ever to ensure our new and existing 
students can engage in collegiate life.

Adrian Simpson, The Principal.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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College Staff 

The Principal

The Senior Tutor

The Bursar

President of the JCR

President of the MCR

President of the SCR

Our College Trust exists to raise money 
to support the student experience. As a 
relatively young college, we don’t (yet!) expect 
our alumni to be able to donate to the college 
at the rate seen in older colleges, but we have 
been surprised and humbled by their 
generosity so far and also by the kindness of  
parents and other friends of  the college for 
their donations to the Trust.

This year, the Trust was able to support 
requests from the student body for assets to 
enhance different activities in Butler. The 
student Technical Committee who put in 

concerts, plays, bops and balls run without a 
hitch have previously had to hire in quite a lot 
of  the lighting they need for events. The Trust 
was able to award them money to buy LED 
wash lights which will save them some of  this 
expense in future.

Butler College Boat Club (BCBC) have 
one of  the largest memberships of  any 
College club or society and are particularly 
good at supporting new rowers. They also 
have tremendous success: for example, the 
Womens second VIII beat both York and 
Leeds University crews to win their division at 
the Hayward Cup last year. However, they’ve 
always in need of  new equipment and boats. 
The Trust was able to award them money to 
buy two wooden fours which will be ideal for 
practice and novice rowers.

In addition to buying assets that support 
large groups, the College is also able to award 
bursaries to support travel, arts and wider 
projects. In 2011-12 we awarded a number to 
students taking part in development projects 
abroad including  running summer camps for 
children in care in Romania and teaching in a 
school in Kenya. We also supported a student 
undertaking a creative writing course, one 
taking a dance exercise instructor’s 

advertising for rock and alternative music 
events.

Our graduating students and their 
parents were also particularly generous. After 
consulting with the students, we developed the 
idea for a Gift from the Class of  2012, which 
took the form of  donations to expand our 
library. From this we have been able to 
support the purchase of  a new book island 
and to ensure that our expanding collection 
has at least one copy of  the 100 most 
borrowed books from the main library (which 
are inevitably the ones hardest to get hold of).

It is only through the generous donations 
of  alumni, parents and friends that Butler can 
give these extra facilities to its students and we 
are all grateful for the support we receive.   

If  you are interested in supporting our 
students by contributing to the Trust Fund, 
there are details on the college web site at 

www.dur.ac.uk/butler.college/jbtrust/

Josephine Butler College Trust
Supporting Students

Volunteering at Butler
Butler College actively encourages 

students to engage with the community in 
which they reside. Since our inception, our 
students have taken an active role in 
community life, particularly with local 
primary school St. Joseph’s in Gilesgate.

For the past few years we have been 

to volunteer in the school every week. Our 
students help out with a wide range of  
activities, providing one-to-one support with 
struggling children and even leading 
classroom activities. The Year 5 and 6 class 
also come to college in Easter Term for an 
Activities Day. Last year the children 
undertook a series of  Olympic-themed 
activities in the Howlands building and on the 
new Multi-Use-Games-Area. This also 
engaged a large number of  new student 

sign up to go into the school on a regular 
basis. So, the year ahead looks even more 
promising with our Arts Committee also 

launching an afterschool club to provide the 
children with something different. We also 
hope to be able to attract our incoming 
freshers to sign-up to the scheme

The relationship with St. Joseph’s is 

the teachers are grateful for the assistance, 
particularly the one-on-one reading and 
writing tuition with students that need more 
support. It is also extremely useful for our 
students who are considering teaching as a 
career. The experience has been crucial for 
PGCE or Teach First applications from 
previous volunteers. The experience of  
engaging with people not associated with the 
university, particularly children, is a refreshing 
one. In such a small city, it can be easy to 
spend your university career interacting 
purely with lecturers, librarians and fellow 
students. Spending time at St. Joseph’s gives 
Butlerites so much more than just something 
for their CVs.
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College Staff 

Administration

Pam Burdis/ 
Nicola Craigs  
(College Secretary)

Deborah Norman
(Admissions)

Michael Surtees
(Reception/Admin)

(Reception/Admin)

Resident Tutors

Sally Atkinson

Louise Gascoine 

Abit Hoxha

Support Staff

Jo Dedhar
(PG Student Support)

Sian Daniel
(SCDO/Alumni)

Paul Regan
(Chaplain: Hill Colleges)

Operations

Vivian Flowerday
(Operations Manager)

Peter Carson
(Assistant Services)

Mandy Herron
(Bar and Food 
Manager)

Emma Allison

Louise Cummins
(Finance Assistant)

Porters

Brian, Les, Jim, Dave L, 
Fred, Dave A, Bob, Rob

Cleaners

Jean McSkelly 
(supervisor) with Pam, 
Kate, Ann, Catriona, 
Wendy, Linda, Anne, 
Rita, Karen, Agnes, 
Lesley, Jackie and 
Olwyn.

Internship in Kosovo
Using a Butler Bursary

Johanne Elvebakken, a second year 
International Relations student in Butler. 
spent one month in Kosovo doing an 
internship with the organisation 
Democracy for Development (D4D) in 
cooperation with Josephine Butler 
College. Her trip was organised through 
links developed by one of  our resident 
tutors, Abit Hoxha.

Kosovo is a very young post-war 

the number of  people killed in the war is a matter of  on-going dispute, it has been suggested 

Hague for crimes against humanity. Included amongst the charges were massacres of  ethnic 
Albanians. 

Kosovo is still not accepted by everyone as an independent state, but international opinion 

independence.
The Development for Democracy organisation is a Kosovo based policy level think tank, 

which believes that democracy is intimately intertwined with development - it is both the means 
through which development can take place, but full democracy is also an end goal for 
development. D4D argues that democracy is a prerequisite for tackling the problems of  society. 

Another has explored the issues of  local and national elections, such as how to restore trust in 
elections, election trends and performance based indicators of  the state. 

probably the most challenging and rewarding as it involved engaging with the leaders of  the 

people from all parts of  society to discuss important topics. Every week D4D invites some guest 
speakers and then the rest of  the guests can ask questions or give their own views on the topic 

the other begins”.

and culture. The people working at D4D were particularly friendly and  supportive, inviting 
Johanne to engage in events and showing her parts of  the region. For example, she had the 

The value of  undertaking an internship like this is enhanced by the opportunity to explore 
such a beautiful and interesting area, much at odds with the picture given by the media, as well, 
of  course, as the chance to engage with and contribute to the discussions around the 
development of  new ideas and ideals.

Adam Cumbor
It is with deep regret that we report the death of  college student Adam Cumbor. Adam, from 

his family and friends.



4

B
U
TL

E
R
C
O
LL
EG

E 
O

ct
o

b
er

 2
01

2 New Facilities
New kitchen and storage spaces

Alumni News
Reunions for 12-13

Green Issues
Award for Butler


