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This summer, Josephine Butler has once again been the host college for 
Durham University’s Pre-sessional students. Pre-sessional courses are 
intended to provide international students with the opportunity to 
improve their academic literacy before progressing to degree               
programmes at the start of the academic year. In excess of four-hundred 
students from around the world have been part of the five courses.

In addition to supporting the intensive courses provided by the English 
Language Centre, the Pre-sessional Team - headed up by Vicky Brown - 
have endeavoured to provide students with an experience of college life 
comparable to that of term time students. The programme at Butler has 
been wide ranging and has included many activities from a book club, 
film nights and quiz nights to the invaluable Mentor Nights, Formal       
dinners, and theme nights every Friday in the College bar. Students have 
also been given the chance to try their hand at rowing, thanks to the 
support of the Boat Club. In addition, much enthusiasm has been shown 
by students for the day trips which have been organised each Saturday 
providing a choice between a city excursion (Leeds, York, Edinburgh or 
Manchester) or places of interest here in the North East (Alnwick, Whitby, 
Hadrian’s Wall, Beamish etc.). There was even a trip to Alton Towers! 
Tours of the Cathedral and a group visit to the Lindsfarne Gospels have 
also provided an insight into Durham’s unique heritage.

All of the opportunities provided have been taken up enthusiastically by 
students. Particular highlights have included Ceilidh and Karaoke nights, 
and an August day trip to the Edinburgh Festival. The Pre-sessional       
programme will conclude at the end of September when the students will 
receive their course results and celebrate their sucess at the End of 
Summer Ball. The presence of Pre-sessional at Butler extends much 
further than the doors of Butler. We hope the students will take a small 
piece of Butler with them as they move on to study for their degree      
programmes and that they remember their time with us fondly! On behalf 
of the Pre-sessional Team - what an amazing summer!
- Vicky, Rob, Zahraa, Alice, Alina and Sophie (Pre-sessional Team)
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Another year of  the same at Butler College? 
Of  course not.                        - Will Kendall, JCR President 2013/14

Having been asked to write a piece for this newsletter 
with some re�ections on the coming year, two 
thoughts initially spring to mind. First, both Butler’s 
students and sta�   ever cease to amaze me with both 
their dedication and innovation. Second, with so many 
students (and members of sta�) taking on projects 
with such fervent enthusiasm, will there be anything 
left for me to do? 

My inbox has been �ooded over the past few weeks 
with exciting, innovative ideas. Nicolas and              
Dharrnesha’s "One World" events celebrate Butler’s 
cultural diversity and give us a chance to try activities 
from around the globe, ranging from World Cinema 
nights to a Chinese New Year Formal, from current 
a�airs debates to Thai Kick-boxing sessions, and even 
some continental food and music. Maria has been 
carrying on Alice's great work bringing in Durham's 
�rst green gym and �oodlights for the MUGA. 

There have been some signi�cant changes in recent months, notably we welcome our Chaplain, Andrew Tinkler 
who joined us on a half time basis very recently. Andrew will be working closely with Siri Minsaas, JCR         
Vice-President this year, to cultivate some new community and volunteering links.  We are also joined by a new 
Admin Assistant, Judith Vincent.  On a temporary basis I am Acting Principal as Adrian takes a year of well-earned 
research leave. With the other half of my time I will continue at Stephenson College as interim Vice-Principal. 
Helping us out and �lling in for me as Acting Senior Tutor and Vice-Principal is Dave Robson. Dave has been a 
College Principal and Dean of Science in his (recent) past life and has come to know and love the college through 
�lling in for me earlier in the year. Supporting him as Assistant Senior Tutor is Deborah Monk who has been a 
college mentor with us and brings with her a wealth of experience through her work in the Treasurer’s Division. 

In this newsletter you will �nd articles about what we and our students have been up to in recent months and in 
subsequent editions we will keep you updated with what we are up to during the year.  At this time in the life cycle 
of the college it is timely to congratulate all our new entrants, send our best to our alumni and friends and, thank 
and wish good luck and good health to our dedicated sta� who, like the college, never seem to sleep! 

Welcome from the Acting Principal
            - Dr Jill Tidmarsh

Welcome to Butler’s new academic year, as Adrian Simpson said 
last year, welcome to the college that never sleeps!  We say farewell 
to our Pre-Sessional students and those completing dissertations 
and theses, they have kept Butler alive, awake and sparkling over 
the summer months.  Hello to our undergraduates and                 
postgraduates embarking on their degrees, we welcome students 
from around 40 di�erent countries  who make us such an                
international college. 

Ben has been working away on the �rst ever Green 
Formal, a range of Green Seminars, as well as lots of 
new campaigns. Meanwhile Projects Comm are     
reaching out to a secondary-school, a refugee           
campaign group, and a mental health day-care centre. 
Lexie has reignited ReFreshers' Week with a Stroll, 
Newcastle Night Out, Sports Social, Metrocentre Trip 
and more. 

These developments are of course what makes the 
collegiate system so special. With each member of the 
college heavily invested in their own community, they 
constantly strive to better it. Although rooted in 
certain values, a college has some organic qualities; 
evolving in the direction its members drive it. Butler is 
making tremendous steps forward in all sorts of          
directions. As for my work load this year, I will be 
encouraging you all to make the most of it.
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I was initially wary of what my trip to Kosovo would hold given 
the rocky start with regards to �nding appropriate                      
accommodation but once this was resolved I was able to relax 
and look forward to it. I was labouring under a                           
misapprehension that Kosovo would look and feel like a 
broken, post-war country however this was certainly not the 
case. The city centre itself, Pristina, appeared to be               
well-established and �ourishing. 

The organisations that we were working for were Democracy 4 
Development and the Civil Rights Programme in Kosovo, both 
of which took two interns each. While we sometimes felt that 
there was not enough work for us all, we made the most of the 
experience by visiting di�erent parts of Kosovo, nearby            
Albania and soaking up the culture of the region. The                
internship will also be a great addition to our CVs.

On the whole, it is a once in a lifetime experience that I am 
very grateful for and if I was to make the choice again with full 
knowledge of what it would entail, I would make the same  
     choice. This is due to the  
     fact I met amazing people,  
     and experienced a whole  
     new culture for a month.  
                  - Jenna Keir

Kosovo Internships

As Student Community Development O�cer 
(SCDO), I work for the JCR helping to ensure 
that our students get the most from their 
university experience. This includes planning 
and organising events, trying to make sure all 
students are engaged and anything else to 
support the student body.  Meanwhile, as 
Alumni Relations Assistant I try to keep our 
former students in contact with one another 
and Butler too, by organising reunions and 
other alumni networks.

For those of you who have left, we have a 
number of ways to be involved with Butler 
before the turn of the year, including:

Saturday 26th October 
York Varsity Trip - Everyone is invited to        
compete for Butler in sports and societies 
against York University.

Saturday 7th December 
London Reunion - A three course meal at a 
venue to be decided shortly to catch up with 
and meet new friends.

Shape alumni relations and events by standing 
for one of the three spaces on the committee, 
which will be elected at the London Reunion.

To �nd out more about these opportunities 
and more, don’t hesitate to get in contact at 
w.m.garrison@durham.ac.uk or 0191 3347264
        - Will Garrison 

Meet the new SCDO 
and Alumni Relations 
Assistant

Hubble in Orbit: 
Astronomer 
Dr Bob Fosbury 
joins Butler 

As the new term begins, alongside our new students we are 
also delighted to welcome Dr Bob Fosbury who will be 
resident in Butler until December. Bob is an internationally 
recognised Astronomer who joins us from the European 
Southern Observatory near Munich.

Bob will be linked to the Institute of Advanced Study at 
Durham University but is also keen to involve himself in 
College life. Indeed, Bob has kindly agreed to speak at one of 
the Scholars’ Suppers this term and we look forward to       
hearing about his exciting ongoing research. Please make 
him feel welcome!



New Josephine Butler College Chaplain

Research in focus: Butler Bursary supports       
exploration of  Pompei and Herculaneum 
        

Josephine Butler have appointed Andrew Tinkler as their new 
College Chaplain. Andrew started with us in September and 
will be working on a part-time basis including some evenings 
and weekends. This Chaplaincy role for Butler will involve 
working with students (and staff) to develop new opportunities 
around spiritual growth and faith, and putting in place some 
practical activities, and organising key College celebrations and 
events. A newer element to the Chaplaincy role is based 
around supporting the development of volunteering                
opportunities and links with the local community, especially with 
regard to community projects and charities. The Chaplain will 
also be there to support and advise students throughout the 
academic year too. 

My background is in teaching and working in the voluntary sector where I linked with di�erent faith                  
communities and created a number of youth projects involving music and participatory arts. I am a practising 
Christian and will work as a lay or un-ordained chaplain at Butler. For me I like to look at the practical application 
of faith and exploring how we can put our faith into practice. In the past I have been involved in a number of 
social action projects which were seeking to improve things in the local community for those in need. We may 
look to develop some new projects in Butler which can build on the ethos of Josephine Butler in terms of social 
action or social reform too, so it would be great to hear from students who would be interested in becoming 
involved in this type of work.
 
I am passionate about music, play the bass guitar and hope to utilise this in my work in Butler somehow too. I 
love cycling/walking and generally taking in the scenic beauty that the North East has on o�er.  I am really 
looking forward to meeting Josephine Butler students (and sta�) and to actively participating in the vibrant 
social environment that Josephine Butler College provides. Butler is a friendly and caring college and I shall also 
be there to provide on-going general support to both students and sta� as required, so please get in touch if 
you want to have a chat.
                        - Andrew Tinkler, Chaplain

At the end of May I travelled to Italy to undertake the 
�nal data collection work for my PhD at the National   
Archaeological Museum of Naples in order to exam the 
role of glassblowing in the shift of glass vessels from 
luxury goods to common household items in the early 
Roman Empire. I have been looking at the ratios of 
blown vessels to mould-pressed vessels in several �rst 
century sites across the Western Roman Empire           
covering a range of civilian and military social contexts 
and examining which production methods were used 
for high quality luxury wares and which were used for 
utilitarian wares. The aim of my trip to Naples was to 
compare the glass assemblages from several buildings 
from di�erent social contexts in Pompeii to the glass 
assemblage from the excavated section of                     
Herculaneum. 

The reality of this research trip proved more            
complicated than I had hoped due to di�erences in 
the ways that Pompeian materials are stored and 
recorded compared to my other study sites. The 
museum did not have a uni�ed inventory list that 
connected items to their �nd contexts, which 
severely limited my ability to search for all the glass 
from speci�c buildings. I was able to compile lists of 
items from several buildings from di�erent social 
contexts and then was able to track them down in 
the museum and the storage facility at the Pompeii 
excavation o�ce. I managed to collect a substantial 
amount of data and I look forward to analysing the 
di�erences in vessel typology and the prominence 
of certain forms in comparison to the assemblage at     
Herculaneum.
               - Jonathan Prior
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