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Josephine Butler College
A warm welcome
Over 250 new students join 
Josephine Butler College in 
October this year. With our 
freshers coming from all areas of 
Britain and from nearly 60 other 
countries, we also have 75 new 
postgraduate students 
researching subjects as diverse as  
Judas’s betrayal and the structure 
of  galaxies.

Our College has rapidly 
gained the reputation as the 
friendliest and most inclusive in 
Durham. Our students tend to 
be both pragmatic and 
adventurous, and the 
opportunities afforded by the 
relative youth of  the College and 
the close working relationship 
between staff  and students 
means we get things done.

Our Junior Common Room 
not only excels in putting on the 
best social events, they lead the 
University in charitable and 

volunteering activities. Our 
sports teams improve every year 
- in 2009-10 we had two teams 
who were university-wide 
champions and the commitment 
and talents of  our teams across 
the range of  sports meant we 
came 3rd in the inter-collegiate 
league tables.

This year we are putting a 
special emphasis on our Middle 
Common Room (who represent 
postgraduate and mature 
students). To enable them to take 
as full a role in College as their 
studies allow, we are introducing 
‘scholars suppers’ - monthly 
opportunities to get together 
with academic members of  staff  
to discuss current common 
topics of  interest in their areas.

With our undergraduate 
students, we are doubling the 
number of  opportunities to 
engage with the college tutors. 

Following the success of  our 
Tuesday ‘college tutor nights’ last 
year, so many students enjoyed 
the chance to meet with their 
college tutor in a relaxed 
atmosphere, that we have had to 
put on a second night.

As always, the College only 
has the success for which it is 
renowned as a result of  the very 
hard work and dedication of  
each one of  its members, be they 
staff, college tutors, senior 
common room members or 
students. We will only continue 
that success if  that work and 
dedication continues - that is, if  
each one of  our 250 new 
students seizes the unique 
opportunities in Butler  and, as 
their time in college progresses, 
moves from being involved to 
leading the involvement of  
others.

Josephine Butler 
College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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College Staff 
The college officers 
are the senior 
management team 
of the College. 
Their role is to 
ensure the smooth 
running of all 
aspects of the 
College, from 
making sure the 
taps work, through 
supporting students  
with difficulties, to 
helping the 
Common Rooms 
organise the wide 
range of activities 
which define the 
College’s ethos.
The Principal

Adrian Simpson has 
the final 
management 
responsibility for 
the College. In 
addition to his 
leadership role in 
the College, he is 
Reader in 
Mathematics 
Education at the 
University.
The Senior Tutor

Jill Tidmarsh 
manages the 
student welfare, 
support and 
disciplinary aspects 
of the College. She 
has a background 
in the social 
sciences, but now 
works full time in 
Butler.
The Bursar

Des O’Neill 
manages the 
operational, 
financial and 
logistical side of the 
College. He has a 
background as a 
quantity surveyor, 
joining Butler first 
as operations 
manager and then 
as Bursar.

Term 1 Selected Events
3rd October:! Start of  term for new home first year undergraduate students

6th October:! Matriculation ceremonies for new undergraduates and postgraduates

8th October! Freshers Formal Meal

18th-24th October! Alcohol Awareness Week

14th, 21st, 28th October: Faculty Based College Tutor Nights (Butler Bar, 5-7pm)

18th October" ‘Livers-out’ Formal

22nd October! Josephine Butler Lecture - Fiona Hall, MEP. (*)

26th October! Dragons Den Competition Launch

29th October! SCR Halloween Storytelling (SCR, 7pm)

1st-7th November! Healthy Eating Week

1st November! Halloween formal

9th November! Bursary Presentation night

10th November" SCR ‘Treasures of  Durham’ 

16th November! Volunteering fair (including presentations on community and overseas 
volunteering)

19th November! Children in Need

22nd November ! Quiz night (Butler Bar, 7pm)

23rd November! STAB Theatre Group Formal

26th November ! SCR dinner and talk from the novelist Richard Hardwick

3rd December! Alumni Reunion (London)

8th December! Carol Service (Butler Bar, 6pm) (*)

10th December! Winter Ball (Howlands Building and Butler Bar, timings TBA)

14th December! STAB Spoof  Nativity (Butler Bar 7pm) followed by Quiz Night

15th December! End of  term

(*) Events open to all including members of  the local community.
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Josephine Butler College is the only self-
catering college taking both undergraduates and 
postgraduates; but that doesn’t mean we always 
have to cook for ourselves. Last year we were able 
to develop a new catering facility on-site. Located 
in the bar and social area, we provide sandwiches, 
baked potatoes and panini during the day, when 
the area is our coffee shop, social space and library. 
At night, the bar kitchen opens selling a wide 
range of  pub grub including the Butler Burger, 
curries, pizzas and chips.

We retain our formal meals - the opportunity 
about once a fortnight for us to share the 
fellowship of  the table. Sometimes these are very 
formal, black tie dinners and sometimes they are 
much more relaxed meals with fancy dress or 
Butler’s unique Murder Mystery formal. This year, 
we are also introducing less formal ‘scholars 

suppers’ for our postgraduate students to join in 
academic discussions over a meal.

But should our students ever tire of  the food 
provided in the coffee shop, bar kitchen or formals, 
we do everything we can to support their self  
catering. We provide a simple recipe book for 
every new student and in freshers week we link up 
with stall holders from our local market to show 
them the importance of  good food and even run a 
‘Ready, Steady, Cook!’ event to show them how to 
prepare simply tasty dishes.

Away from the theme of  food, the bar is now 
one of  only two in Durham showing the full range 
of  Sky and is the first to have 3D TV. We also have 
a brand new coffee machine offering the highest 
quality coffee at prices to shame the local coffee 
shops.

Butler College Facilities
New developments
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College Staff 

Administration
Pam Burdis 
(Maternity cover for 
Nicola Craigs, 
College Secretary)
Deborah Norman / 
Karen Snowdon
(Admissions)
Nikki Griffin
(Reception/Admin)
Phil Simpson
Reception/Admin)

Operations
Susan Quayle
(Finance)
Peter Reay
(Services Manager)
Peter Carson
(Assistant Services)
Les Cooper
(Bar Manager)

Porters
Brian, Andrew, Jim, 
Dave, Fred, Brian 
and Dave.

Cleaners
Jean, Clare, Julie, 
Robert, Pam, Kate, 
Agnieszka, Karen, 
Sarah, Lesley, 
Jemma, Claire, 
Susan and Olwyn.

President of the 
JCR
Mel Woods

President of the 
MCR
David Burn

President of the 
SCR
Anji Rae

Chair of College 
Council
Andrew Mitchell

Alumni Early Warning!
Our Alumni Association nearly doubled in size this summer (with our second full year group 

graduating). The Association was launched by the Chancellor, Bill Bryson, last December and this year 
we will have two opportunities for reunions. 

3rd December, London.  We will host a reunion in central London, with a dinner and get together in 
the evening - no doubt with a trip to a nearby hostelry after dinner. 

4th, 5th and 6th March, Durham. We will host the Reunion Weekend towards the end of  second term, 
with the formal dinner on Saturday 5th and an opportunity to relive your student days in Durham.

We are still finalising prices, but if  any alumni want to register their interest early, just get in touch 
with the College Secretary at jbcollege.secretary@durham.ac.uk. Obviously, if  any alumni are in 
Durham at any other point of  the year, you will always be made welcome back at Butler.

If  any alumni have changed their postal address, or e-mail contact, please do let us know, again by 
contacting the College Secretary.
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College Trust
Supporting Students

Durham University’s collegiate 
system is very special. Only 3 out of  the  
150 higher education institutions in the 
UK have a college system like 
Durham’s and the opportunity to be 
part of  a ‘human scale’ community 
rather than simply a faceless student in 
a teeming mass of  many thousands 
makes a profound difference to the 
opportunities for development.

In keeping with most other 
colleges, one of  the ways we fund the 
‘Durham Difference’ is through the 
generous donations of  benefactors. 
While the long established colleges are 
able to draw on funds which can run 
into the millions, Butler’s relative youth 
means that our Trust Fund has to work 
much harder to find funding to give our 
students the same opportunities.

In the past year, we have had 
generous donations from a variety of  
sources including parents, alumni and 
leading members of  the local 
community. As the Trustees have 
balanced the need to build up the fund, 
with supporting the exciting projects 
put forward by members of  the College, 
in 2009-10, they were able to contribute 
funding towards the following:

Arts: to support student generated 
art, the Trustees donated £1000 to 
allow reproduction, mounting and 
hanging of  student art works in the 
College.

Sports: the Trust Fund released 
£500 towards the purchase of  a racing 
IV for the boat club, supporting the 
club’s own outstanding efforts in 
fundraising for their sport.

Audio-visual: to enhance concerts, 
performances and lectures, the Trustees  
gave two grants of  £750 and £500 for 
microphone and amplification 
equipment, both freestanding and fixed 
above the stage in the bar.

Lecture Series: The Trust Fund 
received a very generous donation of  
£200 from the Josephine Butler Society 
- an organisation dedicated to social 
justice and equality - to support the 
College’s lecture series in 2010-11. 
These lectures are a unique feature of  
the College and the funding will enable 
us to cover the costs of  external 
speakers.

In 2010-11, the Trust aims to 
expand its spending, provided it can 
continue to be successful in raising 
funds. It is considering a number of  
proposals including supporting a ‘green 
gym’ and a doctoral scholarship as well 
as continuing to provide an opportunity 
for college members to bid to support 

projects targeted at enhancing the 
collegiate experience.

If  you are interested in supporting 
our students by contributing to the trust 
fund, there are details on the college 
web site at 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/
butler.college/jbtrust/

Scholarships and Awards
University Awards for Butler

The University gives a number of 
different scholarships and awards for 
different purposes. Josephine Butler 
College has done particularly well this  
year, including:

Rachael Bullock who received a 
‘students in residence’ scholarship for 
her academic performance in 
Geoscience.

Douglas Readle who received a 
Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship for 
academic excellence in Engineering.

Andrew Mellows who received a 
Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship for 
academic excellence in Archeology.

Victoria Lewis who received a 
Vice-Chancellor’s Scholarship for 
academic excellence in Psychology.

All of  them should be 
congratulated for their outstanding 
achievements, reflecting their 
considerable abilities.

The College is developing a good 
reputation for its sporting prowess, but 
ensures that it maintains its ‘sports for 
all’ view: members of  the College 
should be able to get involved, 
regardless of  ability.

That inclusive principle does not 
preclude success: last year both our 
Men’s A and Mixed Badminton teams 
won their premierships, becoming our 
first ever college champions. Four of  
our students excelled at the elite levels 
in their sports and were rewarded with 
half  or full ‘palatinates’ - the 
university’s highest awards for sporting 
achievement. Along with all of  the 
other sports, these successes helped 
propel Butler to 3rd in the league table 
out of  the 16 Colleges in Durham.

Our aim this year is to build on, 
and hopefully exceed, those 
achievements, but our core values in 
sport remain those of  inclusivity and 
simply having fun. 

Sports News


