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Matching engagement with success

It’s hard to know which of  the thousand and 
one things we’ve done this year are most worth 
highlighting, so it’s probably best to make clear 
that I’m pointing out those which come to my 
mind to illustrate that wide range. Musically we’ve 
developed new groups and new activities. The jazz 
and cocktails nights were the epitome of  a 
sophisticated night and the choir’s sublime 
performance at Evensong in the Cathedral will 
stay with me for a long time.

The MCR has fulfilled the promise to put on 
more activities and engage our much larger 
postgraduate community in more of  the College’s 
life. We’ve been able to use our Scholars Suppers 
to engage them, as well as members of  the 
academic community, in discussions as diverse as 
‘the energy gap’ and ‘early childhood memories’.

Academically we would struggle to do better 
than we have this year. 54 students were awarded 
first class honours degrees: that is very nearly one 
in four, a higher proportion than we have ever had 
before and one that has only been achieved five 
times across all colleges in the last ten years. Those 
awards came across almost all degree courses, but 
in addition, we have had prizes in psychology and 

mathematics and one student did so well in his 
first year examinations, the mathematics 
department invented a new prize for him.

Our alumni have shown that they’ve not 
forgotten us: not only did we get a high turn-out at 
our reunion this year, they’ve also signed up in 
droves to help existing students. Our Butler Angels  
scheme, allowing existing student to contact those 
in employment or further study, got over 80 people 
signed up in a matter of  weeks

Finally, the campaign for our sports court has 
been amazing. We’ve never made a serious 
attempt to raise money for a project for ourselves 
before and, at time of  writing, we’ve raised over 
£15,000 towards the £25,000 we need for the 
sports court. Two things stand out about that. 
First, the manner in which we’ve done it: from 
busking in the market place, through sports 
auctions all the way to selling our bodily fluids to 
the NHS! Second, we’ve done so without affecting 
our charitable work – we exceeded our fundraising 
targets for Grace House Hospice by nearly double, 
thanks in large part to our charities committee, 
pictured above.

Adrian Simpson, The Principal.
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When I was asked to write a ‘reflection of  
the year’ I wondered where on earth to start. 
The year has gone past so quickly, it seems like 
only yesterday we were sat in the JCR stuffing 
envelopes to send freshers’ packs out. With 
buckets of  rain on Freshers’ Sunday, everyone 
worked so hard to ensure this didn’t put a 
dampener on anything and the freshers’ were 
greeted with Butler’s finest welcome. The whole 
Freshers’ Rep team put on a week of  the widest 
ranging, most imaginative activities to date. 
Their efforts were the beginning of  a year of  
involvement, with Butler Spirit shining through. 

Sports at Butler this year has gone from 
strength to strength and the successes are too 
many to list here – what I can say is 
congratulations to every Butlerite: the dedication 
shown by Butler sportsmen and women and the 
community brought together by various sporting 
events has been phenomenal, and finishing up in 
6th place is a nice addition to other wins! 
Societies have also been stepped up a notch, with 
the creation of  many new societies, as well as the 
introduction of  a Showcase demonstrating we 
are a College of  many talents. 

Formals this year have been taken to a 
whole new level to make them sophisticated 
evenings with the finest entertainment (as 
recognised by Palatinate giving us a higher rating 

than Castle for formals!), and the creative ideas 
seem to be ever flowing. The year has also seen 
completely new events including Open Mic 
Nights, Dare Night, Jazz and Cocktails, Bar 
Blowouts, Come Dine With Me, and more. The 
development of  committees has been incredible. 

The profile has been raised for welfare, 
sponsorship, charities and more, constantly 
reminding everyone the breadth of  activities 
available. Having over 30 primary school 
volunteers, a charity committee raising over £8k, 
and our welfare team working with Durham 
markets, has put Butler students all over the 
wider community, and we are always looking to 
develop our local links. 

The Balls probably have to be my favourite 
events, and this year was no different. The 
imagination and dedication from the ball chairs 
gave us a brilliant Winter Ball, completely re-
themeing the College and providing one of  the 
best nights of  the year. The Summer Ball along 
with Butler Day were fantastic celebrations to 
end the year with, and were great highlights for 
the simple reason they saw so many gather 
together and celebrate the community we are, 
and it is that community which I hope continues 
forever more, both in the College and as we all 
leave into the wider world.

Mel Woods, JCR President

Josephine Butler College
The view from the JCR President’s Chair
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1 College Colours 
Each year the college 
recognises significant 
contributions to our 
development with the 
award of ‘College 
Colours’ - both half and 
full.

Half Colours

Alex Bailey for leading 
charities and 
committees in his role 
as VP of the JCR.

Jade Bestley for the 
support of charities, 
projects and co-
organising Butler Day.

Katie Brockington for 
supporting sports, 
particularly developing 
the boat club.

Anna Budget for her 
development of music, 
sports, but particularly 
charities.

Josh Campion for his 
support in publicising 
events and training 
others in publicity.

Felicity Child for the 
support and 
development of 
womens’ football.

Stu Drayton for his 
support of student 
organisations, notably 
DSU.

Nilesh Gohil for his 
support for volunteering 
and charitable causes.

Lucy Harrison for her 
development of music, 
particularly new musical 
activities.

Henry Johnson for his 
support for sport and 
engaging more people 
in the MCR.

William Kendall for 
supporting prospective 
students and charitable 
activities.

Dave Lawson for 
engaging with the 
student body beyond 
his paid role.

Elves, Pinter and Vegas
Drama at Butler

Butler’s amateur dramatic society STAB 
began it’s fourth year hoping to raise its profile 
within the university as a whole. Having 
recruited over sixty freshers during the Societies 
Fair during Fresher’s Week, the society set out to 
make a mark within university theatre.

The Murder Mystery Formal returned in 
Michaelmas, selling out in a record 3 minutes.  
The night played out with a variety of  colourful 
characters circulating the room, including the 
flamboyant Cristal Chandelier (“Most sought-
after drag act on the strip darling, and utterly 
fabulous”) and the questionable newly weds 
Wayne and Turleen all the way from Nashville, 
Tennessee. Fierce competition raged between the 
tables, with the High Table in particular 
questioning the suspects unyieldingly for the 
duration of  the meal. In the end, jealousy and a 
case of  mistaken identity acted as the motive.

 As Butler entered the Christmas Season, 
STAB began preparations for the Christmas 
Nativity. Another hilarious script described the 
teenage Jesus and the inevitable arguments 
which come with a teenage boy in the house. 

Finally, in Epiphany, came STAB’s main 
show, Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’ (pictured 
below). This was a first for the company with its 
more serious content. With only three weeks 
until the first show, the small cast of  six worked 
furiously to perfect the abridged version of  
Priestley’s classic. Having made the rather risky 
choice of  Butler Bar as the company’s new 
‘theatre’, the room was transformed with 
professional lighting, a simple set and a collection 
of  soft jazz to transport the audience back to the 
year 1912 and the mysterious death of  Eva 
Smith.

Eleanor Papadimos
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College Colours

Half Colours

Gabie Meade for her 
development of sports, 
music and, particularly, 
charitable activities.

Emily Mountain for her 
support for music and 
publicity across the 
College.

Luke Payne for his 
diligence in developing 
the JCR accounts.

Gurdeep Sehmbi for 
developing the MCR as 
president 09-10.

Jo Turner-Atwell for her 
role developing new 
activities, such as film-
making.

Chris Wilkes for his 
support for sports, 
particularly badminton.

Mark Wilson for his 
dedication to College as 
quiet Frep and Yearbook 
editor.

Lindsay Wright for her 
dedication in developing 
the role of services 
officer.

Full Colours
Matt Crane for his 
support across the 
College and engaging 
as wide a range of 
students as possible.

Richard Hichliffe for his 
dedicated service to the 
College in organising 
events for others with 
little reward or 
recognition.

Andrew Hodgetts for 
his enthusiasm for 
sports and music and 
for his leadership in 
fundraising.

Academic Excellence

Among all the excellent achievements of  our students in sports and societies, we 
have also had our best ever set of  academic achievements. In particular, first 
class degrees have been achieved by: 

Joe Taylor, James Miao, Will Jowitt, Ryan Hill, Emily Corker, Malcolm 
Cartwright, Kate Appleby, Josh Campion, Emily Mountain, Daniel Dawson, 
Claire Miller, Rachael Bullock, Madeleine Cuff, Sally Dewhurst, James 
Hawthorne, Eleanor Hunter, Stephen Ingram, Zoe Kindynis, Vicky Lewis, Alice 
Rowland, James Scott, Nicola Slater, Verity Statham, Lara Statham-Taylor, 
Daisy Wyatt, Richard Beniston, Liam Dowson, Emily Hole, Patrick Holland, 
Andrew Mellows,  Luke Shackleton, Sam Wilford, Nick Brook, Daisy Chapman, 
Catriona Chau, Martin Child, Josephine Dedhar, Kirsty Drabble, Rob 
Flanagan, Jennifer Horrocks, Helen Kay, Rachel Lawrence, Jessica Longman, 
Nicholas Lory, Victoria Loxton, Dawn O’Neill, Alexandra Paulin-Booth, Joseph 
Roe, Sophia Rogers, Mark Shaw, Jonathan Smith, Matthew Thompson, Helen 
Woodroffe and Orin Yalnazov.

In addition, we have had prizes for academic achievement in this year’s 
examinations for Vicky Lewis (Psychology), Laura Barnes (Psychology), Claire 
Miller (Mathematics) and Adam Cumbor (Mathematics)

Volunteering
Our impact on the local community

This year Butler has continued to develop its links with the local community, most notably 
through the volunteering work carried out at St Joseph’s Primary School by Projects Committee. 
28 students go in to the school on a weekly basis to help provide much needed one-to-one maths 
and reading support. Our linguists have also set up popular after-school European language 
classes. 

The highlight of  the year was when 22 pupils came up to Butler for a day of  drama, sports 
and arts & crafts. 10 of  the children were even taken down to the river for a “Learn to Row” 
activity run by members of  the boat club. For many, the orienteering activity proved the most 
enjoyable. 5 St Joseph’s crests were positioned around the college with words printed on them 
forming the sentence “Go/ to/ where/ the mole/ lives”. The children were given maps in pairs 
with the crest locations marked and were rewarded with a prize from a slightly larger-than-life 
mole who was waiting for them on top of  the mound. Spaghetti Tower building involving dry 
pasta and marshmallows was also popular with the children although possibly more for the 
sugar than the task. Looking ahead to next year, there are plans to expand Projects Committee 
by looking for volunteering opportunities in local care homes and prisons.

Alex Bailey
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Sports
We really are the Champions!

Sport is a well established area of  strength in our 
College. We finished 6th out of  the 16 colleges in the inter-
college league table, but that simple figure underestimates 
the extremely hard work which lies behind success in many 
sports indicated in the table below. We had premiership 
winners in all three badminton leagues (men’s, women’s and 
mixed) all without dropping a game. We have resurgent 
football clubs, with so many in the men’s club that we may 
need to look to an extra team next year and our men’s A 
team reached the final of  the Cup for the first time. 
Women’s hockey came a creditable 3rd - but just think what 
they could do if  they had a goalie!

The boat club (with their new home, being opened by 
Katie Brockington, BCBC President, right) have done 
extremely well - most notably our Men’s 8 winning the 
Arthur C Clark Challenge Cup for Open Intermediate III at 
the Durham Regatta. It was also a delight to see an alumni 
boat racing a current crew - though clearly the rigours of  
working life are taking their toll on the alumni’s stamina!

A few teams don’t get their efforts recognised in the 
inter-college leagues yet. However, volleyball had a great win 
at the Festival of  Sports and our cheerleading team have 
performed at college events and done what a good 
cheerleading team should: they’ve led the well deserved 
cheers!
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Sports
Final League Positions 2010/11

Butler Boathouse
Thanks to the good offices of the Director of Sport, 
Butler College Boat Club finally has a boathouse. 
With the completion of the new University 
boathouse, the boats stored in Dunelm boathouse 
have been moved and this has now been provided 
to us for the storage of our boats. We’re extremely 
grateful to Clive Hole and DARC for helping us with 
storage for the past few years, but finally having a 
place we can call home is excellent news.

Sport Division Place

Badminton (Men’s - A team) Premiership 1
Badminton (Men’s - B team) 1 3
Badminton (Women’s - A team) Premiership 1
Badminton (Women’s - B team) 2 1
Badminton (Mixed) Premiership 1
Basketball (Men’s) Premiership 2
Basketball (Women’s) 1 1
Cricket Premiership 6
Football (Men’s Astro - A team) 2 2
Football (Men’s Astro - B team) 2 1
Football (Men’s - A team) 1 pool|promotion 2 | 1
Football (Men’s - B team) Conf  Pool A 2
Football (Men’s - C team) Conf  Pool B 10
Football (Women’s) Premiership 5
Football (Women’s Astro) 1 5
Hockey (Men’s) 1 2
Hockey (Women’s) 1 3
Lacrosse (Mixed) Pool A 3
Netball (Women’s - A team) Premiership 5
Netball (Women’s - B team) 2 11
Pool (A team) Premiership 2
Pool (B team) 2 8
Rugby 1 7
Squash (Men’s) 1 7
Squash (Women’s) Premiership 5
Table Tennis 1 2
Ultimate Frisbee Premiership 3


