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Enhancing Butler Sports
The Multi-Use Games Area

Josephine Butler College has 
an enviable record of  success in 
sports over its short history. As 
you’ll see from the back page, we 
are currently fifth in the inter 
college league table, with very 
much larger colleges filling most 
of  the places above us. We are 
well represented in all the inter-
college sports, with particular 
strengths in badminton, rowing, 
football and hockey.

All this despite having few 
facilities of  our own. We are 
fortunate in being able to use the 
Howlands events hall for some 
sports, but we are one of  only 
two colleges with no outdoor 
sports facility such as a tennis 
court on our site.

We are now in the position 
that, provided we can raise a 
portion of  the money, we should 
be able to built a MUGA (multi-
use games area). Jointly with 

Ustinov College, we aim to build 
a facility which will allow tennis, 
netball, basketball and casual 
five-a-side football. The facility 
will also enhance the work we do 
with local schools, by allowing us 
to run sports events with them.

The College needs to raise 
£25,000 towards this. If  it does 
this, other sponsors, including 
the University and Ustinov 
College, will fund the rest. In 
essence, for every £1 we raise, 
the project gets £6.

The Junior Common Room 
has risen to the challenge with its  
customary vigour. It has come 
up with a range of  unusual and 
innovative schemes for 
contributing to the funding. It 
held an auction; it asked for 
contributions on top of  the ticket 
price to attend the Sport Formal 
and Sports Award Ceremony; it 
has even had students providing 

‘pee in a pot’ (for which the 
NHS provided money as part of  
a regional sexual health 
campaign). In total they raised 
over £5,500 in just the last few 
weeks of  term and (exam period 
notwithstanding) they’ll be being 
just as creative this term.

If  you would like to support 
this project, you can contact The 
Principal directly (0191 3347261 
adrian.simpson@durham.ac.uk)
or donate online by going to the 
Butler website and clicking the 
link on the right hand side: 
www.durham.ac.uk/ 
butler.college.

If  you are a UK tax payer, 
we can normally claim gift aid 
on your donation. Along with 
the promise of  other 
sponsorship, this means if  you 
donate £1000, we get £7680 
towards the project.

Josephine Butler College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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The New JCR 

Our annual 
elections for new 
executive positions 
for the Junior 
Common Room 
saw strong 
competition for 
almost every post, 
some with three or 
four candidates. 

It is a delight to 
welcome our new 
leaders of the 
undergraduate 
student body:

Alex Bailey - 
President

Chris Tollington - 
Vice-President

Helen Young - 
Social Chair

Harry Harford/Anna 
Daubney - Services 
Officer

Luke Payne - 
Treasurer

Stu Drayton - Chair

Jade Bestley/Lloyd 
Thompson - Bar 
Steward

Stevie Jones - 
Welfare Officer

Ellis Turmel - Sports 
Officer

Ben Pickup/Gabie 
Meade - Societies 
Office

Beth Fraser - Senior 
DSU Rep.

Kyle McManus - 
Livers Out Officer

Tom Hayhurst - 
Secretary

Term 3 Selected Events

24th April St George’s Day Barbecue and welcome back

26th April	 Start of  term

28th April	 Champagne Tasting (SCR event)

30th April	 Jazz and Cocktails (*)

4th May 	 Spring Formal

14th May 	 Eurovision

15th May 	 Walk and Picnic to Bowes Museum (SCR event)

16th May 	 Exams start (boo!)

26th May 	 Summer Music and Pimms Evening (SCR event)

3rd June	 Exams finish (hooray!)

5th June	 Butler Day (*)

8th June	 Summer Garden Party (*)

13th June	 Summer Ball

14th June	 Dragons Den final (*) (location TBA)

22nd June	 College Colours Formal

26th June	 End of  term

27th June	 Pre-application Open Day

28th June-1st July	 Graduation Ceremonies

28th June/30th June	Graduation Garden Parties

2nd July 	 Pre-application Open Day

(*) Events open to all including members of  the local community.

(SCR Event) If  you are interested in becoming a member of  the SCR or simply would like to 
come to an SCR Event, contact Clare Griffin at clare.griffin@durham.ac.uk. 
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Angels
Our Butler Angels website (pictured right) is 
now up and running. This will allow our 
students to contact people in particular 
careers to give them help and advice.

Developed by one of  our own students, Nick 
Brook, it allows anyone to apply to be an 
Angel by filling in a simple form. We’ll be 
targeting alumni and parents, but anyone 
who thinks they can help out can apply. 
Then Butler students will be able to search 
for and contact Angels in fields they’re 
interested in.

The address of  the website is:
www.dur.ac.uk/butler.angels/
If  you think you can provide help for our 
students, please sign up.

http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.angels/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/butler.angels/
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This Epiphany term saw the return of  one of  the College’s 
most popular events, the Josephine Butler Fashion Show.  

This year was even bigger and better. We had nearly almost 
200 people packing the Howlands events hall, transformed for the 
day with dazzling lighting and a full catwalk. Around 30 different 
students acted as models for the ‘Timeless’ theme: wearing clothes 
from across different eras, sourced from local and national vintage 
shops.

  Accompanying this was a variety of  entertainment. Acts 
included Butler dance troupe, Instep, and our very own 
cheerleading squad, the Butler Tigers. Clothes on show ranged 
from American sporting apparel to classy evening wear and after 
the show there was an opportunity for people to buy the clothes on 
show.  

The event raised £500 towards our appeal for Grace House 
North East children’s hospice; another example of  Butler 
combining stylish fun and a commitment to charitable causes.

Fashion Show
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Green Debate
Are the Fairtrade and locally sourced food movement in conflict? The former advocates cosmopolitan ideals of  justice 

through greater global economic integration, the latter promotes a movement towards a sustainable and self-sufficient food 
culture.: i.e. purchasing Fairtrade may be at the expense of  supporting locally produced food. The Butler Green Comm 
decided to host an event exploring this issue, inviting in the process Geoff  Moore, a professor at the Durham Business 
School and a specialist on Fairtrade, and Amy Mycock from the Durham Local Food Network. 

The speakers presented their positions and probing questions followed to open up discussion. Although during the 
presentations both sides maintained that the conflict between Fairtrade and locally produced food was somewhat contrived, 
the Q & A allowed the conflict to be teased out by the audience. From the questions, it seems that the debate comes down to 
a judgement that must be made by the consumer. Do we think that the potential environmental damage (through food miles) 
that is done by Fairtrade food is offset by the economic benefits that it provides? Answering this question for ourselves will 
push us closer to understanding how we should operate as consumers. 

Butler again hosted its famed Dragons Den 
competition this year. We opened it to all Colleges 
and got a brilliant selection of  entrepreneurial ideas. 
These were pitched to a panel of  Dragons (pictured 
with some of  the contestants and their mentors, right) 
who, true to the traditions of  the TV show, 
scrutinised every detail of  their ideas and business 
plans.

In the end, they gave second prize to Will 
Nicholls with mapmyphoto.co.uk, a website which 
allows amateur photographers to share their best 
locations. First prize went to Katarina Tencor with 
‘Shifting Clothes’ a website which allows people to 
sell vintage and second hand boutique clothes.

Both of  these won money to help develop their 
ideas and will now go through to a grand final against 
the two top entrants to the Business School’s Dragons  
Den competition. This will take place on 14th June.   

Dragons Den - the 2011 winners
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Josephine Butler Choir is very well established within Durham University and the wider community. This year the 
emphasis has been placed on performing the widest variety of  music possible, in order to provide the most exciting 
and well-rounded choral singing experience they can. Butler choir has worked closely with the Choir of  St. Leonard’s 
School in Durham, running and participating in choral singing workshops which ultimately led to a triple choir 
collaboration involving over a hundred singers. This was a tremendous success – selling out 24 hours in advance!

Last term, they were also given the honour of  being invited to perform their first ever Evensong in Durham 
Cathedral, performing Durufle’s ‘Ubi Caritas’ and Stanford’s Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G. They received 
praise from the Dean and an invitation to return.

Butler currently lies fifth in the inter-college sports 
table, with most of  the colleges above us being very much 
larger. Lots of  our sports players actually compete in 
more than one sport - it isn’t unusual to see someone turn 
out for a football match, then play badminton and round 
off  an evening playing for the darts team.

Amongst the leagues which have already finished, six 
have been topped by Butler teams (Astro Football, Men’s 
Badminton A, Women’s Badminton A, Women’s 
Badminton B, Mixed Badminton A, Women’s Basketball) 
and, because of  last term’s bad weather, there are still a 
number of  sports fixtures to be held. Many of  our other 
teams have been close to the top of  their league 

(including Women’s Hockey who managed to come 
second despite having no goalie!). The boat club have 
continued to excel, with the Novice Women’s VIII victory 
at York being a highlight of  last term.

Socially, the highlight was the annual Sports Formal, 
at which each sport was well represented and where we 
recognised the outstanding achievements of  the year. 
Andy Hodgetts, the JCR Sports Officer gave a speech 
summarising the main accomplishments and then, with 
the Principal, gave awards to those who had given or 
achieved most during the previous year. A full list of  the 
awards in given below.

Sports News

College Choir

Sports Awards
Sportsman of  the Year – Martin Child

Sportswoman of  the Year – Bryony Harrap

Unsung Hero – Joe Smith

Outstanding Contribution – Tom Hillman

Highest Achievement – George Scott

Most Improved Team of  the Year – Cricket

Team of  the Year – Women’s Hockey / Women’s 
Badminton A

Club of  the Year – Men’s Football


