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Become an ‘Angel’
Supporting student futures

In the past year, it has 
become clear that the job market 
for graduating students – even 
those as well qualified as 
Durham graduates – is going to 
get only more competitive as 
changes to the public sector and 
the squeeze on the private sector 
hit. Through the University’s 
Careers Service and innovations 
like the Durham Award, the 
University provides many routes 
for students to enhance their 
chances of  securing a good 
career. Josephine Butler College 
has always led the way in 
supplementing this support 
through College activity: we run 
many career support activities 
through our college tutor system; 
encourage students to subject 
their CVs to scrutiny by 
experienced members of  the 
business community in our 
Senior Common Room and we 

run the Dragons’ Den 
competition which encourages 
students to develop 
entrepreneurial ideas.

In addition, Butler has had 
support from Steve Gregory, a 
member of  Grey College Senior 
Common Room, to adapt their 
‘Angels’ scheme to Butler 
College. Up to now, the Butler 
Angels scheme has been a 
repository of  contacts of  Butler 
and Grey alumni to whom 
students can address questions 
about employment and careers. 
For example, if  someone is 
interested in journalism in 
general, or the BBC in 
particular, they can look through 
the list of  contacts and send an 
e-mail to an ex-Durham student 
already working there asking 
questions and seeking support.

Butler is relaunching its 
Angels Scheme this term and is 

building on Steve’s excellent 
initial work. We are launching a 
new website which will enable 
people to sign up as Butler 
Angels and allow our students to 
contact them. In particular, we 
are expanding the scheme 
beyond alumni to include 
parents of  current students: 
given the relative youth of  our 
alumni, the parents are often in 
a position to give an alternative 
perspective on careers from the 
point of  view of  someone 
further along the pathway. We 
also feel that parents have that 
extra vested interest in 
supporting students into 
employment!

The website launched at the 
beginning of  term. If  you are 
interested in this project, please 
contact the College Secretary at 
jbcollege.secretary@durham.ac.
uk.

Josephine Butler 
College
University of Durham
South Road
Durham
DH1 3DF

T 0191 3347260
F 0191 3347259

www.durham.ac.uk/
butler.college
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College Staff 

There have been a 
few staff changes in 
the College over the 
last term. 

Claire Griffin joins 
us as full-time 
receptionist, having 
come from St. 
Aidans College 
where she did the 
role part time. 

Mandy Herron 
takes on the 
expanded role as 
Bar and Catering 
Services Manager. 
She was previously 
the bar manager at 
University College, 
but at Butler she 
will take on a wider 
remit to include our 
coffee shop, bar 
kitchen as well as 
providing the 
support for the 
delivery of formal 
meals, scholars 
suppers and other 
catering in the 
College. 

Des O’Neill has 
been rewarded for 
3 years hard work 
as acting Bursar 
with the substantive 
role as both Bursar 
in Josephine Butler 
College and a role 
providing support 
for the Deputy 
Warden of Colleges 
in a division-wide 
capacity.

In addition to these 
changes Peter 
Reay, our services 
manager, and Jean 
Evans, our 
supervising team 
leader, both 
completed awards 
recently.

Term 2 Selected Events
17th January:	 Start of  term

22nd January:	 Re-freshers Fair: join new societies and clubs

24th January	 Burns Night Formal

24th-30th January	 Mental Health Awareness Week

2nd February	 Josephine Butler Lecture: Anthony Parton - Why We Paint Ourselves - Goncharova 
and Gender (5.30 pm) (*)

3rd February	 SCR Book Club

7th-13th February	 Charity Week

10th February	 Charity Auction

14th February	 Valentines Formal

21st February	 Societies Showcase

23rd February	 Choir sing at Evensong in the Cathedral (6 pm) (*)

24th February	 SCR Book Club

28th February	 Topsy Turvy Formal

1st March	 Choir and Music Concert (time TBA) (*)

4th March	 Fashion Show (7pm) (*)

4th-6th March	 Alumni Reunion Weekend

7th-13th March	 Arts Week

11th March	 STAB Society Play (time TBA) (*)

14th March	 Sports Formal

15th March	 Choir and Beatbox

17th March	 SCR Cocktail and Jazz Evening

18th March	 End of  term

22nd-23rd March	 Open days for undergraduate applicants for 11/12

(*) Events open to all including members of  the local community.
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Student Shorts
Who said romance was dead? Chris Brooker has 
laid a bet of  £100 with William Hill that he and 
fellow Butler undegraduate Hannah Grayson will 
still be dating when they graduate in 2012. The 
specialist bets expert gave them odds of  6/1 
which they are determined to beat. The unusual 
bet ensured Chris publicity in many national 
newspapers and a seat on ITV Daybreak’s sofa to 
discuss the wager.

Laura Barrett (right), a modern languages student 
in the College, was crowned Miss Durham Galaxy 
for 2010/11. She will go on to represent Durham 
in the UK finals. She is using the title to help raise 
money for the College charity, Grace House 
Hospice.
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A superb effort from Butler’s University Challenge 
team saw them reach the last-four of  the inter-collegiate 
University Challenge competition for the first time ever. 
Having never reached the knock-out stages before this was 
a terrific achievement which only serves to enhance our 
growing reputation across the University. 

A closely fought opening tie with eventual semi-
finalists Chad’s ended in a 200-115 defeat but Butler 
responded with indomitable temerity to record imperious 
wins over Castle (180-130) and Johns (280-20), setting up a 
quarter-final tie with Aidan’s. 

A magnificent 205-110 victory ensured a last four 
clash with Van Mildert. Heartbreak followed as Butler, 
leading by ten points going into the final five minutes, 
valiantly lost 160-105. 

This should not negate Butler’s overall performance 
which all should applaud. The team, led by James 
Hawthorne and brilliantly supported by Richard Claridge, 
Sam Baker and David Evans, have no doubt done us 
proud. Special mention should also be given to Nicola 
Siddall who stepped in to play against Castle at the last 
minute. In addition, James has been shortlisted to 
represent Durham for the national competition. James 
commented: ‘It was a great performance from everyone 
involved, and Butler can justly be proud of  its reservoirs of 
mainly useless knowledge! In all seriousness, I thought it 
was great to be flying the flag for Butler in such a 
prestigious competition. As someone not involved in 
competitive sport, it felt grand to finally have the 
opportunity of  ripping opponents to shreds in the name of 
Butler Spirit.’

University Challenge
Butler’s great run
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Treasures of the Deep
This term the Senior Common Room hosted a talk for the College by Gary Bankhead. People may be familiar with 

Gary from a widespread news item last year about a number of  items of  value located in the River Wear which appear 
to have come from Michael Ramsey, the former Archbishop of  Canterbury who lived in Durham from his retirement to 
his death in 1988. These items included a 24 carat coin given to the Archbishop to celebrate the renovation of  a 
Japanese shrine, a Russian icon and a silver trowel. The discovery of  these treasures generated a great deal of  interest 
worldwide, particularly because of  the mystery of  how these came to be in the river.

However, this was only a small part of  the talk in the College as it reflects only a small part of  the fascinating work 
Gary has undertaken as an ‘underwater archaeologist’ in the Wear. It turns out that beneath the water, unknown to the 
rowers above, there is evidence of  many hundreds of  years of  life in and around Durham. Having received permission 
from the Cathedral to dive and recover artefacts, Gary has spent three years searching the river bed. He has amassed 
hundreds of  fascinating finds including broaches, cloth tags and even a brothel token, all giving some insight into life in 
Durham many years ago.

Ashera Sheikh
Unfortunately, Josephine Butler College lost one 

of  its shining stars last term. Ashera Sheikh, known to 
many in the College for her permanent smile, 
supportive nature and community spirit, died at home 
in Lancashire near the end of  term. She had been 
involved in many aspects of  the College, not least the 
cooking society, but was also heavily involved in 
volunteering in a personal capacity in the local 
community. She was also academically gifted and had 
just been accepted to a highly sought after position 
with one of  the Inns of  Court in London on 
completion of  her Law degree. 

The College held a memorial event for her just 
before the end of  term, attended both by a large 
number of  College and Law friends and by many 
members of  Ashera’s family.
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Last term saw Butler Music Society grow in size with over 
thirty new members signing up at the College’s Freshers Fair.  
The start of  term soon got into full swing with a successful Jazz 
and Cocktails night in the College Bar, which gave our Jazz Band 
chance to take centre stage. 

Michaelmas term also saw the formation of  a new musical 
ensemble within our own society; the Woodwind Group. This 
small ensemble has provided a great opportunity for flute, oboe 
and bassoon players who previously couldn’t join any of  our other 
groups, as well as offering another option for our large number of 
clarinet and saxophone players. The Woodwind Group has 
rehearsed and already publicly performed some popular tunes 
such as ‘Mamma Mia!’ and 'Singing in the Rain' as well as 
various Christmas classics.  We look forward to hearing their 
repertoire develop over the coming year. 

December proved a busy month for Music Society with a 
number of  our ensembles performing for charity at the Durham 
Christmas Market. Barbershop were fantastic as always, with Jazz 
Band and Woodwind Group also wowing the people of  Durham.  
Despite the freezing temperatures, we thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to play on Palace Green and within the Cathedral 
cloisters. During our performances we managed to collect over 
£370 for the Gracehouse Children’s Hospice Appeal which made 
the weekend even more worthwhile. We ended the term with a 
Christmas Concert in the College Bar which provided some 
festive tunes to warm the spirit during the wintery weather 
conditions that we were experiencing at the time! 

It felt as if  sport barely happened last term. Many 
fixtures were postponed because of  the heavy snow, so the 
majority of  outdoors sports matches will need to be 
played this term.  However, in the sport that was played, 
Butler has excelled.  We are currently 6th in the College 
Points Table.  

Participation in our sports teams has been very high 
this year, thanks to an eager and talented group of  
Freshers.   At the time of  writing this, six Butler teams are 
sat at the top of  their leagues, with many others 
competing for the top positions.  This is a good marker at 
an early stage of  the year, and with so many games left to 
play, there is chance for yet more success.  

The badminton teams and the Boat Club have 
continued to excel, and the football teams have been very 
successful in their early games.  With the likes of  
Women’s and Men’s Basketball, Mixed Lacrosse, Table 
Tennis and others competing well, Butler can hope to 
move further up the College Points Table.

Students have played their hearts out for our teams, 
both in defeat and victory, and of  course, continue to 
enjoy the socials which accompany the sporting life. 
Michaelmas Term also saw events which got all of  
Butler’s teams together, such as the fundraising Pee-in-a-
Pot in the bar, and a popular Sports Social which ended 
at Loft. 

Sports News

College Music


