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Episode 5 

What Links Jericho and Durham? 

[0:00] Intro Music 

[0:07] Fiona: Hello and welcome to Jericho: Ditching the Dirt! We are your hosts Fiona 
and Lynn, and we are MA Museum and Artefact Studies students from 
Durham University. This podcast series has been created by us students 
as part of our online exhibition, titled Jericho: An Ancient City Revealed, in 
partnership with Durham’s Oriental Museum. 

[0:24] Lynn: If you’ve not visited our exhibition yet, but you’re interested in learning 
more about Ancient Jericho and its excavations, do check it out through 
the link in our podcast bio! The views and opinions provided within this 
podcast series in no way seek to represent Durham University or the 
Oriental Museum, we have produced this content for the sole benefit of 
our exhibition and its wider audiences. Today’s podcast takes a look at 
how the objects from Kathleen Kenyon’s excavation at Ancient Jericho, 
which we showcase in our online exhibition Jericho: An Ancient City 
Revealed, came to Durham University’s Oriental Museum. Our team has 
conducted some fascinating research using letters in the University and 
the Museum’s collections (some from Kathleen Kenyon herself!), original 
object labels, paperwork, Annual Reports from the School of Oriental 
Studies, and the Excavation Reports from Ancient Jericho. These records 
have revealed Kenyon’s personal relationship with Durham University and 
the Oriental Museum, as well as wider links between the University and 
the excavation itself. We are very excited to present these findings, so 
without further introduction, let’s get digging! 

[1:27] Fiona: As we have talked about in previous podcast episodes and within our 
online exhibition, Kathleen Kenyon conducted her excavations of Ancient 
Jericho between 1952 and 19591, making numerous ground-breaking 
discoveries and establishing pioneering archaeological methodologies 
that cemented her legacy within the field. A majority of finds from the 
excavation were retained by the Department of Antiquities of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, who were the governing body at the time 
after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. These finds became part of the collection 
at the National Museum of Jordan in Amman. As stated in Volume 1 of the 
Excavation Reports, in according with Jordanian Antiquities Law, the 

 
1 As showcased in our online excavation, Kathleen Kenyon’s actual excavation ended in 1958, 
however, certain members returned the following year to clear up the excavation site. 



expedition was given a ‘generous share’ in the finds that were ‘not 
required by the national museum’, thus such objects were gifted to some 
of the 46 organisations that supported the excavation, which included 
Durham University. It’s really interesting that 46 organisations were 
eligible to receive such a large number of finds from the excavation, 
because it really puts into perspective the enormity of what Kenyon 
found! 

[2:29] Lynn: Coming back to organisational support, ‘financial and other forms of 
assistance’ were ‘gratefully acknowledged’ by Kenyon and her team, 
however, we have not been able to find any records that specify the type 
of support provided by Durham University, although we suspect it was 
financial. The gifting of finds by Kenyon and her team is clearly explained 
in Volume 2 of the Excavation Reports, as it states that ‘The objects were 
far too numerous to be accommodated in Amman, and the wholly 
admirable antiquities regulations that provide that, while all unique 
objects and a representative collection of other objects should remain in 
the country, objects not so required are assigned to the excavators. In this 
way, the exhibition has been able to assign to supporting institutions a 
collection of material, inferior to that which remains in Jordan, but most 
valuable to the institutions.’ 

[3:18] Fiona: Volume 5 of the Excavation Reports states that ‘a large proportion of 
around 4,000 registered artefacts were distributed to 27 museums across 
the world’, which included Cambridge University’s Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology, the Hunterian Museum at the University 
of Glasgow, a local museum in Jericho, the British Museum, the Australian 
Institute of Archaeology in Melbourne and the Pontifical Biblical Institute 
in Rome. Sadly, a large number of these registered finds were ‘misplaced’, 
probably being sent to various institutions without the appropriate 
records being kept. Although, it should be noted that the Excavation 
records were published decades apart and that Kenyon passed away 
before they were all published, two factors that may have contributed to 
the gaps in the records. 

[4:03] Lynn: That being said, Kathleen Kenyon herself, then the Director of the British 
School of Archaeology in Jerusalem (which was later renamed the Kenyon 
Institute in 2001), gifted ‘pottery, beads and a bronze dagger’ from the 
1956 excavation to Durham University’s School of Oriental Studies in the 
summer of that year. Volume 5 of the Excavation Reports listed 38 
registered finds from the Tell that were gifted to the Oriental Museum, 
although there are 128 artefacts from Ancient Jericho in the collection, 
which may account for finds from the tombs as well. This is because 
Volume 4 of the Excavation Reports listed the tombs that the Oriental 
Museum received finds from, however, it does not provide details on 
individual objects. 



[4:48] Fiona: Beyond the Jericho collection being a gift for the University’s support of 
Kenyon’s excavation, there are other interesting links. Although the 
connection between Kenyon herself and the School of Oriental Studies at 
Durham University is not entirely clear, there is a possibility that Professor 
Thomas Thacker, then Director of the School of Oriental Studies, may 
have known Kenyon through her Father, Frederic. Frederic Kenyon had 
similar academic research interests as Professor Thacker, and so it’s 
plausible that they may have run in similar circles and became acquainted 
through their shared interests. Thacker had been a lecturer in Semitic 
Languages at the University College of North Wales Bangor in 1937, later 
becoming Professor of Hebrew and Oriental Languages at Durham 
University in 1945. In 1951, Thacker became the first Director of the 
School of Oriental Studies at Durham University, as well as a Professor of 
Semitic Philology until he retired in 1977. To support the School’s 
teaching, Thacker acquired several significant collections, including that of 
Ancient Jericho in 1956, which resulted in the eventual opening of the 
Oriental Museum in 1960. 

[5:53] Lynn: This passion for languages was shared by Frederic Kenyon, as his work on 
Greek papyri established his fame, with many of his publications being 
regarded as ‘key works’ that are still published today. In 1889, Frederic 
worked at the British Museum as an assistant in the department of 
manuscripts, where he catalogued the museum's collection of Greek 
papyri and published English translations. Through his work, Frederic was 
promoted to assistant keeper of manuscripts in 1898, later becoming the 
director of the British Museum between 1909 to 1930. During that time, 
Frederic Kenyon was knighted in 1912, becoming the President of the 
British Academy in 1917, the President of the Hellenistic Society in 1919, 
and served in France during the First World War, acting as an advisor to 
the Imperial War Graves Commission until 1948. 

[6:47] Fiona: In addition to an academic link with Professor Thacker, Frederic was also 
closely linked to Durham University itself, having been awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree from the University. Despite Frederic 
Kenyon passing away in 1952, the year that his daughter began her 
excavations at Ancient Jericho and four years before Durham University 
obtained the objects from the site, a personal connection between her 
father, Professor Thacker and the University may have influenced 
Kathleen Kenyon’s decisions when gifting finds to various institutions. 

[7:17] Lynn: In addition to these personal links between Kathleen Kenyon, Durham 
University, and the Oriental Museum, there was also a wider link between 
the 1956 Ancient Jericho excavation and the university. Through letters 
unearthed within the Oriental Museum and Palace Green Library records, 
which had been sent to or by Professor Thacker, it was discovered that a 
Durham University student, Ann Battershill, was a member of the 



excavations. Within her letter to Professor Thacker, which includes a 
return address for the ‘Jericho Excavation Camp’, Ann discusses returning 
to Durham University to pursue a Master’s degree, and seemed to be well 
acquainted with Thacker, which was determined through her chatty style 
of writing and the relaying of well wishes to family. 

[8:00] Fiona: Ann not only had an archaeological relationship with the region but also a 
personal link, as her father, Sir William Denis Battershill, was Chief 
Secretary of the Government of Palestine when Ann was a child, from 
1937 to 1939. She later went on to marry the Dutch archaeologist 
Hendricus Franken, who dug with her at Ancient Jericho, thus becoming 
Ann Franken-Battershill. The couple dug alongside Kathleen Kenyon at 
Ancient Jericho for three seasons, from 1955 to 1958, and were highly 
influenced by Kenyon and her methods, which they used and refined 
during their own excavations in the 1960s. 

[8:37] Lynn: We felt that it was important to address the provenance of the Ancient 
Jericho collection held at the Oriental Museum, while also exploring the 
fascinating links between the University and the site, as we do not wish to 
perpetuate the legacy of British colonialism within museums. The 
collection was legitimately gifted by archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon to the 
School of Oriental Studies at Durham University, as recognition for their 
invaluable support of the excavation from its beginning. Personal and 
professional factors may have influenced Kenyon’s decision on object type 
and number; however, they should not be seen to undermine the 
legitimacy of the act of donation, which was in line with the laws set out 
by the governing body of the site at that time. 

[9:20] Fiona: Thank you for listening to this episode of Jericho: Ditching the Dirt! We hope 
you enjoyed learning about how the objects from Ancient Jericho came to 
the Oriental Museum. If you are keen to learn more about the objects 
from Ancient Jericho in the collection, Ancient Jericho itself, archaeologist 
Kathleen Kenyon, or archaeology in general then please do visit our online 
exhibition, Jericho: An Ancient City Revealed, and have a listen to our other 
podcast episodes! 

[9:45] Lynn: If you take a look at the transcript for our podcast, you will find a list of 
other online resources if you wish to learn more about Ancient Jericho 
and its excavations. We also welcome you to follow Durham University’s 
Oriental Museum on social media, as we have put up a few posts related 
to our exhibition. We also recommend taking a look at their website and 
other online exhibitions, and to visit the museum when you next have the 
opportunity. Thank you once again, and we hope to speak to you soon! 

[10:11] Outro Music 
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