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Episode 1

Dame Kathleen Kenyon

[0:01] Intro Music

[0:05] Zoë: Hello and welcome to Jericho: Ditching the Dirt! We’re your hosts Zoë and
Jaime, and we are MA Museum and Artefact Studies students from
Durham University. Along with our peers, we created this podcast to
accompany our online exhibition, titled Jericho: An Ancient City Revealed,
designed in partnership with Durham’s Oriental Museum. Check out our
exhibition through the link in the show description if you’re interested in
learning more about Ancient Jericho and its excavations.

Before we begin, please note that the views and opinions expressed in
this podcast series do not represent those of Durham University and the
Oriental Museum.

In today’s episode, we are going to introduce you to an influential British
archaeologist from history: Dame Kathleen Kenyon.

[0:49] Zoë: So, tell me a little bit about Kathleen Kenyon. Who was she?

[0:52] Jaime: Kathleen Mary Kenyon was born on January 5, 1906, in Britain. Kenyon
was the eldest daughter of Sir Frederic Kenyon, a remarkable academic
scholar. When she was three, her father was appointed as the director of
the British Museum and was in that position for more than 20 years.
Despite her personal connections to the British Museum, she never
admitted that the environment she grew up in influenced her passion for
archaeology.

[1:16] Zoë: Kenyon and her sister were educated at home like many other children.
However, Kenyon’s parents did not push her to become a lady, as might
have been typical of the time. Kenyon was an energetic child who loved
the outdoors and, in her youth, she climbed trees, fished, and played
sports. She attended the most distinguished girls’ school in London, St.
Paul’s Girls’ School, from 1917. Kenyon felt that her education there really
prepared her for a career in serious academia. Her upbringing fostered
her determined character and paved the way for her successful career.

[1:49] Jaime: In 1929, Kenyon graduated from one of the most celebrated universities,
Oxford University. She was the first chairwoman of the Oxford University
Archaeological Society, but she did not participate in any excavations
during her time there. Following some career advice from her college
principal, Kenyon participated in an archaeological expedition to Great
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Zimbabwe as an assistant, despite the fact that she had no intention of
becoming an archaeologist at that time.

[2:17] Zoë: So if that’s the case, how did she transition to becoming an archaeologist?

[2:21] Jaime: Because of the Great Zimbabwe excavation, Kenyon realized her passion
for archaeology and decided to pursue a career in that field. From 1930 to
1935, she joined Mortimer and Tessa Wheeler to excavate at Verulamium
in St Albans, Hertfordshire. There she learned an excavation technique
called the Wheeler stratigraphic method, which she later refined in her
most famous excavations at Jericho.

[2:43] Zoë: She also did important work outside of Jericho. Throughout her career,
she worked in Britain, Africa, and West Asia, and she made many
discoveries. But it was her Jericho excavations between 1952 and 1958
where she established Jericho as one of the oldest cities in the world and
where she earned her nickname as the ‘Mistress of Stratigraphy’.

[3:04] Jaime: Her excavations there really made her one of the most influential female
archaeologists in the field.

[3:10] Zoë: Absolutely. Because she was so skilled, knowledgeable and well known in
the field, she also held important positions as acting director of the
University of London Institute of Archaeology, director of the British
School of Archaeology in Jerusalem, and principal of St. Hugh’s College,
Oxford.

[3:28] Jaime: For her services to archaeology, she became a Dame of the British Empire
in 1973, five years before her death. Kenyon really did contribute a great
deal to the field of archaeology, not only as a pioneering female
archaeologist, but also through her innovation and skill.

[3:46] Zoë: Thank you for listening to this episode of Jericho: Ditching the Dirt. We
hope you enjoyed it. Make sure to visit our online exhibition and follow
Durham’s Oriental Museum on social media. If you are keen to learn more
about Kenyon’s excavations at Jericho, join us in the next episode. Thank
you once again. See you next time!

[4:03] Outro Music

The primary source for this episode was the book Dame Kathleen Kenyon: Digging Up the
Holy Land by Miriam C. Davis.
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