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Message from the Organizing Committee  

Welcome to the 9th annual conference of the Society for the Study of Childhood in 
the Past (SSCIP).  The meeting is entitled “The Family in Past Perspective: an 
interdisciplinary exploration of familial relationships through time” and has been 
jointly organised by SSCIP and the Department of Archaeology at Durham 
University.  The conference will be held at St. Chad’s College, Durham University 
from Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd September, 2016.   

Registration opens at 11am on Tuesday at St. Chad’s College, followed by the 
formal opening of the conference at 1pm. We have organised four sessions over 
three days, with a variety of papers from different disciplines of impressive scholarly 
quality, and we hope that you find the range of papers and opportunities for new 
interdisciplinary connections useful and enjoyable. Following the first session on 
Tuesday 20th, you are invited to a wine reception at historic Durham Castle’s 
Tunstall Gallery at 6:30pm.  

Our second day will comprise two sessions, and will conclude with our annual 
general meeting, followed by our conference dinner at St. Chad’s College at 
7:30pm. We have also organised a table quiz (general knowledge, with some 
questions on families!) following the dinner.  Our final day will see a half-day of 
papers presented in our final session.    

We are so glad that you are joining us.  Enjoy the conference and your time in 
beautiful historic Durham! 

 

Becky Gowland 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Archaeology, Durham University 
Treasurer, SSCIP 

Ellen Kendall 

Postgraduate Student, Department of Archaeology, Durham University 
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TRAVEL AND CAMPUS MAPS  

The conference will be held at St. Chad’s College, Durham University, which is 
located in the centre of Durham city, at 18 North Bailey, Durham, DH1 3RH.  The 
college can be contacted via phone on +44 191 334 3358 or the emergency porter at 
+44 7968 690830.  

If arriving via train, Durham rail station operates a cathedral bus service which costs 
£1. The cathedral bus terminates at the Palace Green, steps away from St. Chad’s. 
Parking is also available at the college for residents of the B&B accommodation, and 
arrivals should report to the college office (entrance to the Bailey will incur a 
refundable congestion charge) for direction to the parking facility.  St. Chad’s 
College, where the conference and dinner will be held, is No. 19 on the map below, 
and the Castle (wine reception) is indicated by No. 23.  

If arriving via road, Durham city centre is only two miles from the A1(M). Leave the 
motorway at Junction 62 on the A690 Durham - Sunderland road and follow signs to 
Durham City Centre. 

There are several express coach services daily from most major cities. Durham is 
well served by both regional express services and the local bus network. From the 
city bus station - a short walk from the railway station - a bus service runs every 15 
minutes past the Colleges on South Road. 

 

Maps can also be found at https://www.dur.ac.uk/map/  

PODIUM PRESENTATIONS  

Each podium presentation is given a 25 minute time slot, with 20 minutes for your 
talk and up to 5 minutes for questions. We are aiming to keep to the schedule.  A 
PC-format computer will be available with Powerpoint. Presentations on external 
storage (USB stick) must be uploaded in advance of the session, so please have this 
available in plenty of time before your scheduled session.  This will occur during the 
break period prior to your session, so please be present during this time.   

https://www.dur.ac.uk/map/
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Society for the Study of Childhood in the Past 2016 
Programme Overview 

Tuesday 20th September 

11:00  Registration Opens (St. Chad’s College, Durham) 

12:55  Welcome to SSCIP 2016 (Sally Crawford), St. Chad’s College 

Session 1:  Relative Needs: The Provision of Care and Resources within 
Families 

Chair: Rebecca Gowland 

13:00   Keynote: Professor Helen Ball (Durham University) 
 Postpartum sleep deprivation—how do parents cope? 

13:40  Sophie Newman 
Best of Both Worlds? Child-care practices and child health within the English 
middle class family (18th -19th c.) 

14:05  Sian Halcrow, Nancy Tayles, and Gail Elliott 
The youngest family members: Integrating the foetus into bioarchaeology  

14:30 Claire Hodson 
Like Mother, Like Child: Investigating perinatal and maternal health stress in 
medieval and post-medieval London (14th-19th Century) 

14:55  Refreshments 

15:25  Maria Sommer 
Family constructions and adult-child relationships in the Ancient Athenian 
Oikos 

15:50  Sandra Wheeler, Tosha Dupras, and Lana Williams 
Entering the “Valley of Death”: Isotopic Evidence of Disruption in the Mother-
Infant Nexus at Roman Period Kellis, Egypt 

16:15  Maureen Carroll 
Seeking Divine Assistance in Matters of Family Continuity in Early Roman 
Italy 

16:40 Ellen Kendall, Andrew Millard, and Rebecca Gowland 
Mother-love in the time of malaria: endemic disease and parent-child relations 
in Britain 

18:30  Evening Wine Reception (Tunstall Gallery, Durham Castle) 
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Wednesday 21st September 

9:00  Registration Desk Open (St. Chad’s College) 

Session 2: Between the Ideal and the Real: Image, Ideology, and the Past 
Family 

Chair: Ellen Kendall 

9:30  Keynote: Professor Jane Humphries (University of Oxford)  
History from underneath: women and girls’ experience of the industrial 
revolution  

10:10  April Nowell 
Learning to See and Seeing to Learn: Children, Communities of Practice and 
Pleistocene Visual Cultures 

10:35  Rebecca Gowland 
Biographies of Care and Disability in Later Life 

11:00  Refreshments  

11:30 Suzanne Conway 
 Post Rousseau: Visualizing the New Family 

11:55  Jane Eva Baxter 
The Rise of the Child Consumer and Interpretations of 19th-20th Century 
Domestic Sites 

12:20 Sally Crawford and Katharina Ulmschneider 
Children in the attic: a material culture of boredom? 

12:45  Lunch 

Session 3: Ties that Bind: Defining the Family 
Chair: Sally Crawford 

13:45  Keynote Speaker: Professor Janice McLaughlin (Newcastle University) 
Kinship and Childhood Disability: Exploring Shared Memories of the Past and 
Present 

14:25  Ann Nehlin 
In the name of goodness: forgotten emotions and breakup of family-ties. 
Finnish children in Sweden during WWII 

14:50  Refreshments 
 
15:20  John Burton 

Slavery, Emancipation and the Construction of Family on San Salvador, The 
Bahamas 

15:45 Felicity Cawley 
Familial Relationships and Their Impact on Experiences of Childhood in 
Scotland, c. 1920-1970 

16:20  AGM 

19:30  Conference Dinner and Quiz (St. Chad’s College) 
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Thursday 22nd September 

9:00  Registration Desk Open (St. Chad’s College) 

Session 4: Separate Spheres? Para-Familial Engagement in the Wider World 
Chair: Sian Halcrow 

9:30  Keynote Speaker: Dr. Mary Lewis (University of Reading) 
 ‘Cutting loose’: families, ties and adolescence in medieval England 

10:10  Dominic Birch 
`She could not live in quiet nether with her mother nor her sister': Family 
Disputes and Community Space in Early Modern England 

10:35 Carenza Lewis 
Archaeological evidence for the material culture of 19th century children within 
and removed from their families 

11:00  Refreshments  

11:30  Kori Filipek, Charlotte Roberts, Rebecca Gowland, Janet Montgomery, 
Jane Evans, and Julia Beaumont 
Institutional families: creating isotopic models of care in the medieval 
leprosarium 

11:55  Rebecca Gowland, Anwen Caffell, Michelle Alexander, Leslie Quade, 
Malin Holst and Andrew Millard 
Indentured: Bioarchaeological Perspectives on Pauper Apprentices in 19th 
Century England 

12:20  Sue Dennison, Christine Price, and Carrie Philip 
 Ripon Workhouse and Board of Guardians - in loco parentis  

12:45 Close 
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Session 1:  Relative Needs: The Provision of Care and 
Resources within Families 

Chair: Rebecca Gowland 

The dynamics of care and the allocation of resources within families depend on a 
complex balance of needs, individual profiles of vulnerability and strength, and 
availability of assets.  Achieving this balance within families is thus a complex 
process which may not be superficially apparent to outside observers, requiring in-
depth knowledge of the needs, resources, and ethos of family culture, which will 
govern allocation of care to its members.  Needs within a family are known to be 
greatest during periods of vulnerability, which may include infancy and childhood; 
pregnancy, birth, and the postpartum period; frailty associated with aging, and 
congenital or acquired disability at any time in the lifecourse.  This session attempts 
to address the concerns and issues associated with allocating resources within 
families to their members, with a particular emphasis on care in early life.  It 
additionally seeks to identify and describe the cultural forces governing not only the 
allocation of these resources in past families, but also those affecting the interpretive 
frameworks of researchers, which may serve to influence our views of the past.   
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Keynote: Postpartum Sleep Deprivation—How Do Parents 
Cope? 

Ball, Helen1,2 

1. Department of Anthropology, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
h.l.ball@durham.ac.uk 

2. Parent-Infant Sleep Lab, Durham University, Stockton-on-Tees, United Kingdom 
 

Recent historical trends in Western infant care have led to a distorted understanding 
of normal infant sleep development, with far-reaching consequences for parental and 
infant well-being. Enquiries as to whether an infant is a ‘good baby’ who ‘sleeps 
through the night’ from an early age are commonly posed to new parents, reinforcing 
particular cultural notions that prolonged infant sleep is important, should be 
achieved early, and that a night-waking baby is aberrant. Whether or not they have 
produced a ‘good baby’ is therefore one way in which parents feel judged by society-
at-large, causing anxiety in new parents and prompting them to question their 
parenting abilities, or contemplate whether their baby has a sleep problem.  

Viewing infant sleep from an anthropological perspective reminds us that, due to our 
evolutionary history, humans produce infants that are comparatively undeveloped at 
birth and require intense parental care that does not cease when parents wish to 
sleep. For many families in WEIRD societies contemporary lifestyles, parental sleep 
needs, infant sleep biology, and cultural expectations conflict. Inability to resolve 
these conflicts can lead to detrimental outcomes for parents (depression, stress, 
anxiety), babies (medicalisation, medication, punishment), or both.  

This talk considers what we tell parents about normal infant sleep, how infant sleep 
affects parents, how we provide support, and how we might avoid pathologising 
parental and infant sleep. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:h.l.ball@durham.ac.uk
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Best of Both Worlds? Child-care Practices and Child 
Health within the English Middle Class Family (18

th
-19

th
c.) 

Newman, Sophie L.1 

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
sophie.lou.newman@gmail.com  

Recent studies have highlighted the profound effect that social status had on child 
health in the 18th-19th centuries. While children of the wealthy may have 
experienced poor health due to the implementation of “fashionable” child-care 
practices, those of the poor suffered from both the disadvantageous external 
environment and deficient maternal health associated with living in poverty. 
However, the experiences of those growing up in middle class households have yet 
to be fully explored within bioarchaeological study. 

The impact of social status on health was explored through the skeletal analysis of 
403 children (0-17 years of age), from four cemetery sites in London (c.1712-1854) 
of differing status. Overall, the middling status St. Benet Sherehog and Bow Baptist 
groups were more likely to demonstrate higher growth values, and very low 
prevalence rates of scurvy when compared to those of higher and lower status.  

Middle class mothers, released from the necessity to work to support the family 
economy, may have been more likely to rear their children themselves adhering to 
the simple child-care practices disseminated by physicians of the time such as 
Buchan and Cadogan. Thus, away from the deleterious conditions of poverty faced 
by lower class families, the superior nutrition afforded to middle class mothers 
alongside a preference for maternal breastfeeding may have buffered their infants 
somewhat from the high morbidity and mortality of the urban environment. It is 
therefore possible that children of middle status families experienced the “best of 
both worlds” in terms of child rearing in the 18th-19th centuries. 

 

 

  

mailto:sophie.lou.newman@gmail.com
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The Youngest Family Members: Integrating the Foetus Into 
Bioarchaeology 

Halcrow, Siân E.1, Tayles, Nancy1, Elliott, Gail E. 1 

1. Department of Anatomy, University of Otago, New Zealand; 
sian.halcrow@otago.ac.nz  
 

The identification of foetuses from archaeological contexts provides an avenue to 
assess social aspects of personhood and motherhood, and the intricate relationship 
between maternal and infant health experience in the past. Over the past 20 years 
there has been an increasing recognition of the importance of children in 
bioarchaeological research. However, although foetuses are starting to be included 
in the analyses of population health and isotopic studies of infant weaning and diet in 
the past, most bioarchaeological research focuses on individuals post-infancy. This 
paper starts to build a theoretical framework to conceptualise foetuses from the 
archaeological context and to identify areas for future research. We explore how the 
foetus is defined in the field, including discerning whether a baby is in-utero or not, 
and terminological issues. We then review the contribution that the bioarchaeology of 
foetuses can make to understand fertility and other demographic information of a 
population, disease epidemiology, maternal and infant stress and the consequences 
of early life disease on later life experience, and cultural or social aspects of 
personhood. 
 

 

  

mailto:sian.halcrow@otago.ac.nz
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Like Mother, Like Child: Investigating Perinatal and 
Maternal Health Stress in Medieval and Post-Medieval 

London (14
th

-19
th

 Century). 

Hodson, Claire M.1 

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham United Kingdom 
c.m.hodson@durham.ac.uk  

Over recent decades research into the impact of maternal health stress on the 
growth and development of individuals in utero has vastly increased. Maternal 
stress, be that physical, mental or social, has been shown to affect overall health, 
growth and development of foetal individuals. The DOHaD Hypothesis 
(Developmental Origins of Health and Disease) has highlighted this correlation 
between maternal and foetal health, acknowledging that the in utero environment 
can impact on long-term health outcomes. Consequently, the in utero period is 
critical for our growth and health, where both can easily be disrupted and fluctuate in 
response to maternal stress.  

The skeletal analysis of foetal and perinatal individuals from medieval and post-
medieval cemetery sites from London provides a profound insight into the health 
stress faced by both mother and child alike in past populations. By extensively 
recording pathological indicators in all individuals, inter-site comparisons found 
similarities in prevalence, location and aetiology of these lesions.  

Both nutritional deficiencies and infection are suggested to be the cause of many of 
the pathological lesions identified, indicating that the status of maternal health was 
poor, and remained poor, for many of those living in London throughout this period. 
The indication that maternal health stress was consistent throughout the 14th-19th 
centuries, with little change or reduction in the pathological lesions identified, 
suggests that pregnancy remained a precarious period for all mothers alike. 
Consequently, this also indicates that social status, locality, and quality of their living 
environment may have had little impact on the health stresses they faced.  

Thus, such analysis provides a detailed commentary on perinatal and maternal 
health status in London over time. 

I would like to thank Dr Rebecca Redfern and Jelena Bekvalac at the Centre for Human 
Bioarchaeology, Museum of London for allowing this research to be conducted. 
AHRC Funded PhD Scholarship Candidate. 

 

  

mailto:c.m.hodson@durham.ac.uk
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Family Constructions and Adult-Child Relationships in the 
Ancient Athenian Oikos 

Sommer, Maria1 

1. Religion, Cognition and Culture Research Unit, Aarhus University, Aarhus, 
Denmark info@kulturkapitalen.dk  
 

The presentation will focus on family constructions in the ancient Athenian oikos, 
with special attention to children age 0-7 years. Research points to the fact that 
children in the ancient Attic household – the oikos – grew up in an extended family, 
with multiple relationships with parents, grandparents, siblings, friends, slaves and 
caregivers. The theories of alloparenting and multiple caregiving are introduced to 
give insight to the complex world of children and their peers in the ancient Athenian 
oikos. 

This research has been published in: Sommer, M. & Sommer, D. (2015) Care, Play and Socialization 
in Ancient Attica – A Developmental Childhood Archaeological Approach (DK: Aarhus University 
Press). 

 

  

mailto:info@kulturkapitalen.dk
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Entering the “Valley of Death”: Isotopic Evidence of 
Disruption in the Mother-Infant Nexus at Roman Period 

Kellis, Egypt 

Wheeler, S.M.1, Dupras, T.L.1, and Williams, L.1 

1. University of Central Florida, Orlando, Florida, United States 
Sandra.Wheeler@ucf.edu  

Even though breast-fed, infants living in communities with adequate food access go 
through a period of particularly high health risks during the time of complementary 
feeding between the ages of 6 and 36 months. The most vulnerable of these children 
die during this period, which has been characterized as the “valley of death” and 
represents both a biological and cultural reality. The majority of those who survive 
these health insults are the “vulnerable survivors.” The Kellis 2 cemetery sample 
(Dakhleh Oasis, Egypt, AD 50-450) provides a unique opportunity to analyze the 
effects of the biological and cultural disruptions occurring within the mother-infant 
nexus during this critical period of physiological adjustment. Maternal, fetal, and 
infant (N=210) δ13C and δ15N profiles were produced from hair, dentin collagen, and 
bone collagen to evaluate adverse biological factors simultaneously present during 
weaning and illness.  

Our results indicate that, within this valley of death at Kellis, there are three 
situations in which feeding practices and health interact within the mother-infant 
nexus. The first situation is related to the mother’s ability to meet the nutritional 
demands of their infants during prolonged breastfeeding. The second situation that 
occurs is undernutrition as a result of exposure to a health insult, such as infection or 
gastrointestinal distress, at a time when the child is losing passive immunity received 
from the mother. The third situation is children being weaned on foods without 
adequate protein quality and content at a time when the child may already be 
undernourished.  

The data from this study suggest that the risks of malnutrition may start shortly after 
birth and that the vulnerable survivors who escape the valley of death at such a 
young age may be even more susceptible and predisposed to environmental 
stressors than previously considered. 

 

  

mailto:Sandra.Wheeler@ucf.edu


16 | P a g e  
 

Seeking Divine Assistance in Matters of Family Continuity 
in Early Roman Italy 

Carroll, Maureen1 

1. Department of Archaeology, Sheffield University, Sheffield, United Kingdom 
p.m.carroll@sheffield.ac.uk  

In antiquity, maternal health and the ability to conceive a child were as important as 
the birth and development of a healthy infant as a new family member. In early 
Roman Italy, professional medical care was neither routinely available, nor was it 
necessarily deemed more efficacious than aid offered by the gods, and for that 
reason it is important to understand the role of the divine world in providing physical 
protection. This paper explores the divinities associated with fertility, motherhood, 
and childbirth, taking a fresh look at the archaeological remains of sacred buildings 
and votive gifts in sanctuaries from the fifth to the first centuries B.C. and 
investigating the ways in which these thank offerings shed light on the role of religion 
in reproductive health care and the importance of the continuity of the family. 

 

 

  

mailto:p.m.carroll@sheffield.ac.uk
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Mother-Love in the Time of Malaria: Endemic Disease and 
Parent-Child Relations in Britain 

Kendall, Ellen1, Millard, Andrew1, and Gowland, Rebecca1  

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
e.j.kendall@durham.ac.uk  

The Fens of eastern England, a region of now-drained wetlands occupying large 
areas of the modern counties of Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, and Norfolk, have 
long occupied a role as a geographic and cultural other.  Commemorated as the 
home of Beowulf’s monster Grendel and renowned from the time of Felix’s Life of St. 
Guthlac as a marginal landscape of peril, miasma, and demons, the Fens were 
characterised through much of written history as a wasteland offering few benefits 
alongside significant dangers.   Historically the Fens were also known to be afflicted 
with “ague,” identified in the early 20th century as Plasmodium vivax, a relapsing form 
of endemic malaria. In order to cope with the burden of illness, Fenlanders were 
known from at least the postmedieval period to be chronic consumers of opium. 
Opium was also reported to be used to sedate infants during their mother’s 
absences or to ease them during ague fits, resulting in abnormally high infant 
mortality.  

However, little of the mythos of the Fens or its people originated with Fenlanders 
themselves.  Renowned for their insularity, Fenlanders appear to have had little urge 
to explain themselves or their culture to the outside world.  Instead, the majority of 
sources on the Fens have been written by non-native observers.  While some 
perceptions of the landscape and environment may be outright dismissed based on 
available evidence, the lives of past Fenlanders themselves, particularly those of 
children, remain more enigmatic, and significant challenges still exist to the 
interpretation of past practices of care.  This paper discusses obstacles to 
understanding the ethos of care in the pre-drainage Fens, particularly for the more 
distant past, and critically examines available evidence for parental care.   

 

 

  

mailto:e.j.kendall@durham.ac.uk
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Session 2: Between the Ideal and the Real: Image, 
Ideology, and the Past Family 

Chair: Ellen Kendall 

Imagery, expressed in both the visual and written arts, is an effective propagator of 
ideology.  Families, in their roles of cementing bonds, transmitting cultural values 
and traditions, and ensuring the wellbeing of its members, play an essential role in 
reflecting and perpetuating the values of a society.  Due to the amount of ideological 
capital embodied by “the family”, families have therefore been frequently depicted in 
artistic, literary, and political milieus.   

The role of these depictions in the proliferation of cultural ideals, rather than the 
reproduction of an authentic likeness of complex, nuanced, and often unpalatable 
reality, bears reflection and discussion.   This session aims to address the interplay 
and potential divergence between often treasured imagery projected onto the past 
family and evidence for the realities of lived experience.  A range of scholarship on 
the roles and experiences of children, women, and the elderly within the family 
provide a valuable challenge to potential assumptions regarding the welfare and 
participation of these familial participants.   
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Keynote: History from Underneath: Women and Girls’ 
Experience of the Industrial Revolution 

Humphries, Jane1 

1. Faculty of History, University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom 
jane.humphries@history.ox.ac.uk  

Whether the economic and social changes of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries improved or retarded the wellbeing and status of women and girls has 
attracted much historical interest.  This paper uses evidence from autobiographical 
accounts by working women in comparison with the evidence for men to identify the 
sources and evolution of inequality. My focus is particularly on childhood and 
adolescence.  My sources are life accounts by working people and particularly by 
working women which I analyze using a combination of qualitative and quantitative 
methods.  I conclude that there were similarities in boys and girls experiences 
growing up in working-class families many of which are predictable and some of 
which relate to educational experiences. But there are some surprises including the 
unsettling evidence of girls’ greater vulnerability to sexual predation. Historians of 
gender have long emphasized the social and cultural inhibitions, which segmented 
labour markets, structured family life and increased women and girls’ dependence on 
male kin, but fear of sexual assault and loss of respectability as a constraint on 
female independence has perhaps been overlooked.  Systematic and careful 
attention to the few and fragmentary accounts of working women’s lives uncovers an 
additional and ugly piece of history. 
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Learning to See and Seeing to Learn: Children, 
Communities of Practice and Pleistocene Visual Cultures 

Nowell, April1 

1. University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada anowell@uvic.ca  
 

During the Late Pleistocene, children in southwest France and northern Spain grew 
up engaging with the world around them through the lenses of locally and historically 
situated pictorial cultures. This particular period and region is not the site of the 
earliest example of symbolic behavior, nor is it the only example of the production of 
imagery during the Pleistocene but the rich record of Franco-Cantabrian visual 
material culture provides a unique opportunity to explore how children within 
overlapping communities of practice learned to decode and transform the world 
around them through imagery. In this paper, focusing on parietal art, I consider the 
biological, cognitive and social underpinnings of the uniquely human ability to move 
between two and three dimensional worlds and to perceive a fourth dimension—
time—through the perception of motion from still images as well as to employ 
metaphorical thinking in the interpretation and creation of imagery. These abilities, 
which can be traced through the archaeological record, allowed children and the 
adults they became new ways of imagining and acting in the world. 
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Biographies of Care and Disability in Later Life 

Gowland, Rebecca1 

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, United Kingdom 
rebecca.gowland@durham.ac.uk  

The elderly are the most neglected demographic in archaeology and have also been 
overlooked in studies of disability and care in the past. This is in part because 
impairment and frailty has been regarded as a normalized facet of later life. This 
chapter adopts a life course approach to care in the past in order to better 
understand the perceptions and potential impact of disability for older individuals and 
their care-giver(s). There is a tendency within the palaeopathological literature to 
consider an impairment as a fixed biological state with uniform social implications, 
rather than one predicated upon the interaction between the individual’s identity, 
biography, and disease process. A life course approach facilitates an understanding 
of the fluidity and intersectionality between disability and identity throughout life’s 
unfolding. It also enables an examination of the shifting power dynamics between the 
carer and the care recipient. The act of intensive care-giving represents a 
‘biographical challenge’ for the carer as well as the impaired and can profoundly 
impact upon his or her identity. The carer is largely invisible within the archaeological 
record, but may become visible through poor care provision or abuse. It is worthwhile 
considering the potential for relationships of care to become abusive as well as 
nurturing, as the carer is drawn into the world of the disabled. 
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Post Rousseau: Visualizing the New Family 

Conway, Suzanne1 

1. Chestnut Hill College, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States 
sconway941@aol.com  

John Locke, followed half a century later by Jean Jacques Rousseau, defined a “new 
child”, an ideal child, as they set forth a new construct of childhood and the nature of 
the child. This “new child” was defined as innately innocent and pure, yet vulnerable 
physically, emotionally, morally and intellectually thus needing careful and specific 
nurturing and education that only a loving family could properly provide.  

My paper will argue that following the publication of Emile in 1762 Rousseau’s 
concept of a new family resonated so intensely within the upper middle class and 
some of the aristocracy in England and France that it resulted in new subject matter 
in painting and prints: families united by ties of mutual affection, e.g. Mortimer’s 
Portrait of William Powell with his Wife and Daughters and Moreau le Jeune’s “Les 
délices de la famille”, sentimentalized portraits of mothers nurturing children e.g. 
Reynolds’ Portrait of Mrs. Susanna Hoare and Child and Labille-Guiard’s Portrait of 
Mme Mitoire and her Children, fathers with their daughters, e.g. Boilly’s The 
Geography Lesson and Hoare’s Christopher Anstey and his Daughter. 

These idyllic family scenes, however, had counterparts in images of what was the 
actual early childhood experience of most children, being separated from the family 
shortly after birth by being put out to a wet nurse. The resulting physical and 
emotional alienation from family and endangerment by potential neglect or even 
infanticide was portrayed in imagery such as Morland’s Visit to the Wetnurse and 
multiple representations by Greuze of the emotionally charged sending to and the 
conflicted return of a child, should it survive, from the wet nurse. 
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The Rise of the Child Consumer and Interpretations of 19
th

-
20

th
 Century Domestic Sites 

Baxter, Jane Eva1 

1. Department of Anthropology, DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois, United States 
jbaxter@depaul.edu  

The widespread availability of mass produced material culture marketed for use by 
children in the 19th century has enabled archaeologists to use these objects as 
pathways to studying the lives of children in the past. Many of the basic categories of 
toys available in the marketplace remained consistent over a relatively long period 
during the 19th and 20th centuries. While types of toys have some consistency, 
historians of children’s material culture have shown a significant shift in marketing 
around the turn-of-the century that targeted children rather than adults to create 
childhood desires and identities around toys and other types of objects. The rise of 
the child consumer changed the agency of children within the home, particularly in 
spheres of economic influence and consumer choices. This shift in marketing 
strategy and the identified implications for how patterns of family consumption 
changed requires a rethinking of how children’s toys are analyzed in archaeological 
contexts during this period. By focusing on changing patterns of household 
consumption connected to advertising as well as on production as seen through 
types of objects encountered archaeologically, a more nuanced picture of children, 
and children in the context of families, becomes possible in archaeological 
interpretations. 
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Children in the Attic: A Material Culture of Boredom? 

Crawford, Sally1 and Ulmschneider, Katharina1 

1. Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom 
sally.crawford@arch.ox.ac.uk  

Recent renovations to the roof-space of a 17th century house in Littlemore, Oxford, 
revealed a cache of deliberately hidden objects ranging in date from the 17th century 
to the 19th century. Artefacts included a handmade child's shoe and some wooden 
toys. In this paper we investigate why the objects were hidden, who hid them, and 
what the objects reveal about domestic life, material culture, and children's 
intersection with the phenomenon of deliberately concealed objects. 
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Session 3: Ties that Bind: Defining the Family 

Chair: Sally Crawford 

Familial ties are predominantly associated with biological or genetic affinity in the 
popular imagination.  However, this is a value-laden and non-neutral interpretation of 
family, which for human has been demonstrated in its full range of variability in 
kinship studies to also include ties of deep loyalty arising from elective and initiative 
membership, milk kinship, fostering, and other non-genetic definitions of family.  
While biological ties of blood are the most common basis for familial bonding, a sole 
emphasis on this conceptual framework excludes a large proportion of the human 
experience in terms of both form and function.  The function of especial importance 
to students of culture and the past are the transmission of traditions, values, and 
culture which are a central feature of families, alongside care and cooperation. This 
session will discuss factors and life events which may complicate a simple biological 
model of family form and also interrupt the essential transmitting function of family.  
These include the stigmatising of disability, breakdown and reconstruction of familial 
structures through divorce and potential remarriage, and disturbances to culture and 
unity resulting from enslavement or wartime removal.   
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Keynote: Kinship and Childhood Disability: Exploring 
Shared Memories of the Past and Present 

McLaughlin, Janice1  

1. Department of Sociology, Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, United 
Kingdom janice.mclaughlin@newcastle.ac.uk 
 

Exploring family history and answering the question ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ 
have become increasingly popular, fuelled by advances in genetics, the availability of 
historical records online and the popularity of ancestry programmes on television. 
Such explorations imply that part of understanding who we are now lies in 
understanding who ‘we’ have been, and that such knowledge is inherently a good 
thing. In this paper I want to problematize that by questioning whether knowing one’s 
family history is always welcomed, whether such explorations imply ‘blood’ or DNA 
do define who we are, and what it means to link the past to the present in this way.  

The paper will draw from ethnographic research undertaken with families whose 
history is opened up in the context of genetic explorations of why their child is 
disabled or developing in ways outside of the norm. In this context, the exploration of 
the past is done, not out of curiosity, but in an attempt to establish patterns of 
disability and illness. In doing so, stories of relatives and ‘forgotten’ pasts have been 
brought to the foreground. For example, children hidden away in institutions due to 
the belief that a disabled child brought shame on the family or could not be cared for 
at home.  Such explorations also brought up other aspects of history people did not 
necessarily want to engage with, particularly of broken ties to relatives who had left 
or events which broke past (or present) social norms, such as illegitimacy or suicide. 
In such contexts, people resisted how far they were willing to explore the past and 
such resistance can be thought of as the active management of family legitimacy 
now and into the future through silences about the past. In doing so, the paper 
considers how we can think of the narratives embedded in family stories of childhood 
disability, now and in the past, and what their significance is. One possibility is that 
public, including medical, scrutiny of family pasts, become another way in which 
families whose relationships and children are viewed by others as problematic are 
monitored and stigmatised.   
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In the Name of Goodness - Forgotten Emotions and 
Breakup of Family-ties. Finnish Children in Sweden during 

WWII 

Nehlin, Ann1 

1. Department of History, Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden 
ann.nehlin@historia.su.se  

During WWII approximately 70,000 children were moved to Sweden from Finland 
with the purpose of protecting them from the calamities of war. The necessity of this 
relief-action has been debated, and in this paper I suggest that the children were 
used to legitimize a Swedish foreign policy position. In this, both Swedish and 
Finnish families were intertwined in a foreign policy project which in turn defined the 
concept of family in a particular way. The underlying notion of the family was not 
primarily footed on biological or emotional connectedness. Instead, the family tended 
to be implicitly defined as a temporary unit with replaceable members.  In practice, 
the need of the Swedish state and Swedish families to produce “goodness” 
overshadowed the emotional needs of the children as well as the parents. For 
Finnish parents, this entailed suppressing their emotions felt for their children and 
sending them to Sweden. For Swedish families, on the other hand, this meant that 
they were expected provide for the children’s physical needs. That they would start 
caring for the children emotionally, was not taken into account and later this turned 
out to be problematic.  In this child-removal scheme, aimed at conveying an image of 
Sweden as a provider of goodness, emotions were not an issue of concern or 
debate.  
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Slavery, Emancipation and the Construction of Family on 
San Salvador, The Bahamas 

Burton, John1 

1. Department of History, DePaul University, Chicago, Illinois, United States 
jburton@depaul.edu  

Historians have struggled to describe and interpret slave family life for decades. 
Although the creation of family structures is central to the human experience, slavery 
legally erased their existence and hid them from much of the historical record.  
Plantation records, slave registers, and archaeological investigations in the British 
Caribbean provide sources for better understanding the construction of families and 
kinship networks within slave communities, however.  This paper will use these 
sources to better understand the nature of Afro-Bahamian families on the island of 
San Salvador in the early nineteenth century leading up to Emancipation in 1834.  
Slave registers provide some clues to family size and composition.  Plantation 
records often identify larger kinship networks and the dynamics of family loyalty.  
Archeological investigations of slave quarters can open our understanding of the 
lifeways of slave families.   

Emancipation in 1834 had a profound effect on the nature of families in the British 
Caribbean.  For the first time, former slaves could now have legal recognition for 
their family structures.  But the economic dislocations of emancipation created a new 
set of stresses for family formation.  Although records from the immediate post-
emancipation period are more limited than earlier, this paper will identify some of the 
transitions Afro-Bahamians on San Salvador experienced in the later nineteenth 
century.   In the nineteenth century, significant numbers of men had to leave the 
island for long periods to secure work, leading to increased numbers of female-
headed households.  Similarly, the establishment of schools and local island officials 
shifted responsibility for childrearing from families alone to the state.  This paper will 
try to begin to understand some of these later nineteenth-century transitions as well. 
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Familial Relationships and Their Impact on Experiences of 
Childhood in Scotland, c. 1920-1970 

Cawley, Felicity1 

1. Department of Economic and Social History, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, 
United Kingdom f.cawley.1@research.gla.ac.uk  

In recent years there has been considerable social, media and political attention and 
recent rising interest in family breakdown, despite the fact that family dissolution is 
not a new phenomenon. This conviction in the disintegration of the modern family 
arguably stems from an unflattering comparison with the apparent ‘golden age’ of 
marriage in the 1950s and 1960s. My research contrasts the supposed more affluent 
and stable decades of the 1950s and 1960s with the inter-war decades, allowing for 
some understanding as to whether it is family form that it is detrimental to the 
experience of childhood or whether other, external, socio-economic factors are more 
influential. 

This paper will examine the effect of parental marital status and family form on 
experiences of childhood in twentieth century Scotland. In doing so, this paper will 
utilise original oral histories carried out during the course of my PhD, exploring 
experiences of childhood within numerous family forms: ‘nuclear’, step-, and single 
parent families. The use of oral histories of childhood not only allows for the oft 
obscured voice of the child to be heard, but also allows for an examination of the 
generational and long-term effects that family form may have had on childhood 
experiences.  

Touching on the recurring themes that have emerged during my oral history 
interviews - such as parenting and familial relationships - this paper will begin to 
problematise the archetypal nuclear family model and ask whether it is in fact family 
form that has the greater impact on childhood or whether family function is more 
important. 
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Session 4: Separate Spheres? Para-Familial Engagement 
in the Wider World 

Chair: Sian Halcrow 

Modern thought, influenced by the cultural trajectory of recent history, is likely to 
conceptualise family as a discrete and private entity, located in the equally-discrete 
domestic sphere, in contrast to other communities operating in the public or 
professional sphere.  However, history clearly demonstrates “familial” engagement in 
the public sphere, as well as the formation of family-like units within professional or 
institutional communities which mirror the supportive bonds and cooperative role of 
family. This may be associated with the severing of biological ties associated with 
natal family, with entry into institutional settings connected to poverty, poor health, or 
forced relocation, or to professional pursuits requiring residency in the occupational 
sphere.  The papers in this session will explore the ways in which the boundaries 
between putatively private family lives and broader community participation may 
become indistinct and movable.  Case studies are provided which illustrate the 
robusticity of human social bonding and the fluidity of familial relations where 
biological ties may suffer from disturbance or dysfunction.      
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Keynote: ‘Cutting Loose’: Families, Ties and Adolescence 
in Medieval England 

Lewis, Mary1 

1. Department of Archaeology, University of Reading, Reading, United Kingdom 
m.e.lewis@reading.ac.uk  

Medieval sources suggest children often began work away from home between the 
ages of 11 and 14 years. Many travelled to the towns to find employment or to begin 
their tenure as an apprentice. For the latter, masters were usually relatives or friend 
of the family, but young migrants would be left to fend for themselves for the first 
time in their lives, and often in an alien urban environment. This paper first explores 
what the records tell us about life with a master, and highlights the role of the 
parents, courts and media as additional protectors. It also explores the new 'families' 
teenagers created within their own age groups. Finally we explore what the skeletal 
evidence on puberty can add to our understanding of the health of the next 
generation of family, and the future of these female teenage workers as mothers. 
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‘She Could Not Live in Quiet Nether With Her Mother Nor 
Her Sister’: Family Disputes and Community Space in 

Early Modern England 

Birch, Dominic1 

1. Department of History, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
dominicsbirch@gmail.com  

My paper aims to extend the definition of ‘domestic’ space in the early modern 
(c.1500–1700) English parish. The scholarship relating to the early modern family 
increasingly stresses the centrality of neighbourhood. Much of this scholarship, 
however, focuses on the ‘embedded’ nature of the early modern family. Family 
appears as a sphere both within and separate from networks of kin and 
neighbourhood. My paper uses depositions taken from the Durham Consistory Court 
(with a particular focus on verbal disputes) to argue that notions of family and 
neighbourhood were rarely separated in early modern England.  

My paper expands upon Lena Cowen Orlin’s argument that privacy was treated with 
an unease or social mistrust in early modern England. By investigating how different 
understandings of privacy influenced early modern experiences of family, I show that 
communities made little distinction between ‘domestic’ and ‘community’ space. 
Families experienced important life events—marriages, births and deaths—as 
communal, not familial events. Members of the parish took little notice of what 
modern communities understand as markers of domesticity. Walls and houses 
presented little obstacle to communal knowledge, and the depositions my paper 
focuses on frequently illustrate how these boundaries were disregarded. Property 
rights did not stand in the way of communal obligation and the modern distinctions 
between family and community space were not respected by the parishioners of 
early modern England.  

Having argued for the intrusion of the parish’s communal space into the family’s 
domestic space—and vice versa—my paper then considers how family disputes, 
especially those involving children, were negotiated in this setting. Using a selection 
of case studies and comparative anthropology, I argue that familial and communal 
disputes were considered as ‘public’ affairs and that the idea of a family or private 
matter was alien to ordinary families of this period. 
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Archaeological Evidence for the Material Culture of 19
th

  
Century Children Within and Removed from Their Families 

Lewis, Carenza1 

1. School of History and Heritage, University of Lincoln, Lincoln, United Kingdom 
clewis@lincoln.ac.uk    

This paper will consider the ways in which archaeological evidence can inform our 
understanding of the lived experience of children who have been removed from their 
families and their birth communities and placed in institutional ‘families’.  I will focus 
on the example of the San Diego Mission Church complex, a Christian mission of 
late 18th and 19th century date in San Diego, southern California, to which indigenous 
children were removed in order to be given a westernised upbringing.  This is one of 
a chain of more than 20 such missions which were the foundation of California’s 
westernising colonisation. A wide range of contemporary archaeological evidence 
has been recovered from the San Diego complex, including material relating directly 
to resident children. I will review the character and range of this evidence and 
contextualise it by comparing it with contemporary assemblages recovered from 
excavations within rural communities in England, whose children were not subject to 
this process of colonial acculturation. Some thoughts will be offered regarding the 
ways in which such comparisons can advance our understanding of children’s 
experience of familial removal as employed by missions such as that in San Diego, 
the effectiveness or otherwise with which children living in mission ‘families’ were 
nurtured, and the motives for this. 
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Institutional Families: Creating Isotopic Models of Care in 
the Medieval Leprosarium 

Filipek, Kori1, Roberts, Charlotte1, Gowland, Rebecca1, Montgomery, 
Janet1, Evans, Jane2, and Beaumont, Julia3 

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
k.l.filipek-ogden@durham.ac.uk  

2. NERC Isotope Geosciences Laboratory, British Geological Survey, Keyworth, 
United Kingdom 

3. School of Archaeological Sciences, University of Bradford, Bradford, United 
Kingdom 

Many historical sources purport Medieval leprosaria as communes for the unwanted, 
where basic care was not afforded. This research looks at children, adolescents, and 
young adults (n=19) buried at the St. Mary Magdalen Leprosy Hospital (10-14th 
centuries AD) to evaluate whether they were indeed stigmatized and left to die, or 
they were a part of a community of care. Research questions will be addressed 
using an interdisciplinary approach integrating archaeological contexts, 
historiography, clinical literature, and stable isotope analyses of strontium, oxygen, 
carbon, and nitrogen. The ultimate aim of this research is to evaluate both the social 
and biological effects of leprosy on the youngest members of the Medieval 
leprosarium and determine whether models of care can be deduced from the 
combination of these data. 
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Indentured: Bioarchaeological Perspectives on Pauper 
Apprentices in 19th Century England 

Gowland, Rebecca1, Caffell, Anwen1, Alexander, Michelle2, Quade, 
Leslie1,  Millard, Andrew1, Yapp, Poppy2, Brown, Chloe2, and Holst, 

Malin2,3   

1. Department of Archaeology, Durham University, Durham, United Kingdom 
rebecca.gowland@durham.ac.uk  

2. Department of Archaeology, University of York, York, United Kingdom 
3. York Osteoarchaeology, York, United Kingdom 

During the industrialisation of the 18th and 19th centuries, rural childhood experiences 
were believed to be much more conducive to good health than for those living in 
urban environments. A recent bioarchaeological study of urban and rural differences 
in the health of children from the North of England suggested that this pattern may 
not be quite so clear-cut. This paper will focus on skeletal indicators of poor 
childhood health from the rural site of Fewston, North Yorkshire (n=154). Through 
the integration of historical evidence, including the skeletal remains of identified 
individuals, it highlights the heterogeneity of life experiences for children during this 
period. Results of osteological and isotopic analysis of the Fewston skeletons reveal 
a distinctive group of adolescent skeletons. This evidence, together with historical 
data, indicates that these individuals are likely to represent the remains of children 
who lived and died in the mill. For the first time, this study presents bioarchaeological 
insights into the lives of pauper apprentices. These young individuals were removed 
from workhouses and indentured to a life of toil in the mills of the North of England. 
Our view of rural/urban health during this period must take into account the dire 
consequences of social inequities. 
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Ripon Workhouse and Board of Guardians - In Loco 

Parentis? 

Dennison S.1, Price C.1, and Philip C.1 

1. Workhouse Museum, Ripon Museums, Ripon, UK 
carrie.philip@riponmuseums.co.uk  

What was children's experience in Ripon Union Workhouse in the Victorian era? 
Victorian workhouses have a grim reputation, coloured by Charles Dicken's Oliver 
Twist, for punishing the poor for being poor - did this hold true at Ripon? Our aim 
was to find out using the workhouse records, one of the most complete sets in the 
country, and contemporary newspaper reports to build a picture of Ripon 
workhouse's interpretation of the Poor Law.  

We found that at Ripon Workhouse, the strictures of the Poor Law Amendment Act 
1834 which included the guidance that conditions for inmates at workhouses should 
be "less eligible than for the lowest-paid labourer", had been interpreted in a more 
compassionate way. This is particularly true for children, with evidence of a real 
concern for education and training to ensure a better life which contrasted well with 
the experience of the poor outside its gates. We cover segregation, morality, the 
questionable way in which babies came into and were removed from the workhouse, 
work and play, education and training, discipline, sickness and death, a place of 
safety, good parenting, vaccination and school attendance records. 

This work is part of an on-going project to refresh our interpretation and encourage 
use of our records. 
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