
 

Arts and Humanities in world Top 30   
 
Arts and Humanities at Durham University is a world leader, according to the latest Times 
Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings by Subject.  

In the 2019 edition of the rankings, Arts and Humanities at Durham has been placed 30th in 
the world, retaining its position within the global Top 30. 

The league table ranks hundreds of universities across the globe, based on teaching, 
research, citations, international outlook and industry income. 

Global and national leader 

This latest success builds on Durham’s continued strong performance in world rankings.  

In the QS World University Rankings 2019 Durham was ranked 74th in the world, whilst in 
national league tables Durham is consistently ranked as one of the Top 10 universities in the 
UK.  

Durham has also been recognised as a world-leading University at a subject level. In the QS 
World University Subject Rankings 2018 Durham achieved its best ever results, with 16 
subjects in the World Top 100, nine of which were in the World Top 50.  

Earlier this month the THE World University Rankings by Subject for both Law and Social 
Sciences were released, and placed Durham in the Top 50 globally.  

Durham also excels in terms of graduate employment. Recent research by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency (HESA) looked at the percentage of graduates who were in 
employment or further study three and a half years after completing their first, undergraduate 
degree. With a rate of 97.9 per cent, Durham topped the table for UK universities.   

Excellence in teaching and research 

Speaking about the latest league table success, Professor David Cowling, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Arts and Humanities, said: “It is wonderful to see Arts and Humanities at 
Durham recognised as being world leading. It is a great achievement to be within the Top 30 
Universities in the world for another year.  

“Durham is committed to offering the very best in education, research and the wider student 
experience, as a truly global university. 

“These latest league table results further demonstrate the value and opportunities that come 
with study at Durham University and showcase our world-leading strengths in teaching and 
research, building on the commitment and dedication of our staff and students.”    

World-leading research 

Durham University’s 2017-2027 strategy includes a commitment to ensure Durham is 
amongst the best in the world for research, education and the wider student experience.  

Researchers at Durham work in a diverse range of subjects and projects, often engaging 
across departments and faculties.  

Led by Professor Simon James from the Department of English Studies, a multidisciplinary 
team from across the University is working in collaboration with the Arts Council England on 
the Durham Commission on Creativity and Education. The commission aims to identify ways 
in which creativity can play a larger part in the lives of young people.  

Dr Richard Huzzey and Dr Henry Miller, from our Department of History, are leading a 
research project looking at the role of parliamentary petitions during the period 1780-1918, 
which was a time of significant political change. Their project, Petitions, Parliament and 
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People, takes a closer look at the act of petitioning, which was the most popular form of 
political participation of the time.  

Earlier this year Durham hosted an international conference on the future of modern 
languages. The conference, entitled Our Common Ground, brought together experts from 
across the world to discuss the importance of studying modern languages and cultures.  
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