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About this extract 

This text is taken from The Mass Daylight Raid on the North 
East of England, 15 August 1940, a summary account given by 
the No. 23 Royal Observer Corps Archival Committee group. 

It concerns an air attack on Seaham and the surrounding 

area which occurred during the period known as ‘The Battle 

of Britain’, a time when daylight air raids reached a peak. 

 

School activities 

A. The text can be used as the basis for a comprehension 

exercise. Ask the children to read the text (either to them-

selves or aloud as a class activity) and then answer the fol-

lowing questions. 

(1) According to this report why were some of the bombs 

dropped on land? 

(2) What were the German airplanes trying to bomb? 

(3) What does the report say the local newspaper focused 

on? Why might this be the case? 

(4) Why were situation accounts (ie the vicar who survived 

under the stairs, the girls in the hedgerow and the cy-

clist on the road) included in this report? 

 

B. The discussion should then move on to consider the ex-

tract as a whole. Ask the children to discuss the purpose of 

the text. Does it achieve it’s purpose? Is it helped by the 

layout? What kind of language is being used? 

 

C. Ask the children to write a report of an event they have 

recently witnessed. Things that they should consider include:  

their audience, purpose, style and layout. 

 

Uses for the text 

This text links in with the work on reports and observational 

records undertaken in Year 5, term 1 or Year 6, term 1 or on 

formal writing in Year 6, term 2. 


