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Fundamental principles:
coast

The juridical link between the State’s territorial sovereignty
and its rights to certain adjacent maritime expanses is
established by means of its coast.

(Libya/Malta, para 49 (1985))

The title of a State to the continental shelf and to the
exclusive economic zone is based on the principle that the

land dominates the sea through the projection of the coasts
or the coastal fronts.

(Black Sea, para. 77 (2009))




Fundamental principles:
coast/area proportionality

A main factor to be taken into account in delimitation:

a reasonable degree of proportionality, which a delimitation
carried out in accordance with equitable principles ought to
bring about between the extent of the continental shelf areas
appertaining to the coastal State and the length of its coast.

(North Sea Continental Shelf, para 101(D) (1969))




continental shelf before the coast

coastline

i T

T < coasmf fronrf: ge—» -—coastal frontage—- T coastal frontage—» T

STATE A STATE B STATE C

Figure 1




continental shelf before the coast

~— equidistanee fines

coastline

general.direction
~-of the coast

- coastal frontage — -<—coastal frontage— ; - coastal frontage— ;

STATE A STATE B STATE C

Figure 3




But very loosely applied . . .

The purpose of delimitation is not to apportion equal shares of the
area, nor indeed proportional shares. (Black Sea, para 110 (2009))

The purpose of the disproportionality test “is not to attempt to
achieve even an approximate correlation between the ratio of the
lengths of the Parties’ relevant coasts and the ratio of their
respective shares of the relevant area. It is, rather, to ensure that
there is not a disproportion so gross as to “taint” the result and
render it inequitable. Whether any disproportion is so great as to
have that effect is not a question capable of being answered by
reference to any mathematical formula.”

(Nicaragua v Colombia, para 242 (2021))



Not disproportionate enough
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l[dentifying the relevant coasts

“In order to consider a coast to be relevant for the purposes of
delimitation, it must generate projections which overlap with
projections from the coast of the other party.”

(Costa Rica v Nicaragua, para 179 (2018))

“Determine the coasts of [the Parties] the seaward projections
of which overlap.”
(Mauritius/Maldives, para 108 (2023))

Question:
Do coast project seaward in one direction (frontally)?
Or do coasts project seaward in all directions (radially)?



I Miny , :
i \  MOLDOVA \ i o
[ : ~t { e i) % UKRAINE
: } ¢ 2:3«\ s ESSA - w Z
1 } (, % . : Zaliznyy Port I
% 46._ g t“} " aay .. i 46' §
H ( i G i
y p K UKRAIE o ey
: )
4"-’, S5 gverDerube g _ Ciimea
! 3 N ol ‘? ferpents' Island Gt & i
S 45- I RN : Pyke Il 45.775
I } Kalamiss'ka Gulf' i
ROMANIA ° ‘,;,f' Sacalin Peninsula SEVASTOPOL |
/ Cape Khersones f
ol I TS Cape Midia Cape Sarych || "
a8 . | 44"
H ‘NN i
| BULGARIA
P s B L A C K S E A : 5
43° 1 43°
Sketch-map No. 4:
| The relevant coasts I
£ 4o : as identified by the Court | Aok
: P Mercator Projection I :
TURK the coasts are presented in
g simplified form, has been'prepared for illustrative purposes only.
L‘I.ER 419000, T IS'EANB ““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““ I 41°
e e e . e e .
2‘8 2‘9 3‘0 31 3‘2 3‘3 34




600 CM

500

aco

E ]

KmS0

BIB' 8[9 g 9[0 3 ar 9{2 ‘ 9{3 * 9]4 * 9]5 i
23" | | | | | 93
(REEEESEES “‘A AAAAAAAAA e e e e r;“ = ? = .?s_m_o,_“.g'
INDIA { BANGLADESH \ {
« 3 S ¢
': - )
221 l \f,"-f'l 22" ¢
I @ _ 3 } I
H L v- Il
i Mandabaria 2l
21° Island (52) Bangladesh: 413km J L4 21° |l
MYANMAR
20" 20° "
19° 19°
Myanmar: 587km ;
18° 18"
17°) Sketch-map No. 3: 17°
EEZICS
Tribunal's measurement i e
| i of the relevant coasts fu
16. Mercator Projection (20°N) Cape Ncgrais )a —16; §
H WGS 84 J’h
This sketch-map, on which the coasts
2 are presented in simplified form, has been
15 | 15*
8:8' 8:9 i 9}0' g1 9}2 ' 9{3‘ 9‘[4‘ 9‘5 3




T
o

0z

lie [ e . Iy«
8‘4 8|3 8‘2 81 8|0
R Nicaragua's relevant coast e .
16 Colombia's relevant coast s 16
Outline of a bank p—
REGIME
AREA
: 150 15"
Muerto
Migkit}s, 5 ital ) i
Cayz 2 Oun?g Bl "/ Serrana
=] © \
=] 14° Ned Thomas 14°ll
Cay C(}}
u \ Roncador I
e &
B Roca i Providencial Y H
13° NICARAGUA| Tyra /7:: Santa Catalina 13°
- {
. Litle Corn \F SR AMEIRE
r' . East-Southeast Cays
2] Isla‘nd ~— H
. v . = Ta .
12 Great Corn Albdrquerque ’ 12
(] Island Cays I
@ I
8+ =
11° COLOMBIA 11°]]
H % 1’4 PANAMA
~ COLOMBIA .
e oo OSTARIER Sketch-map No. 6:
The relevant coasts
N as identified by the Court
N H 10° This sketch-map has been prepared 10° )
3 for illustrative purposes only.
The enlargements of the islands, shown in the
COSTA RICA boxed areas, are not to the same scale.
Mercator Projection (12° 30' N)
1
I
I
"m} PANAMA 9
B45 0N r (‘r{-ﬁh‘
. e L. . e
8‘4 8|3 8‘2 81 8|0

0sz seIA ImanneN

o

sam 1RanEN OE



Gulf of Fonseca
Pta Consigiiina SketCh -Map 3.4
PACIFIC RELEVANT COASTS:
Isla de Limén NATURAL CONFIGURATION
Peninsula Castafione 0 50 100 150 200
Puerto Kilometres
Somoza Nautical Miles (M)
0 25 50 75 100
Cabo Desolado 345 km WGS 84, Mercator Projection -
Pta Masachapa N I c A R A G U A
Lake Nicaragua
Pta Pie del Gigante
Pta Iak
Coastal Length Ratio
Islas Pta Santa Elena
1.0 ( N ) Murcielagos
Papagayo.
Gulf,
Cabo Velas COSTA RICA
NICOYA
Pta Guiones
Nicoyd
Gulf,
Cabo Blanco Pta
Herradura
™
(=}
[=}
=
)
S
a
2.
PACIFIC %
OCEAN

Pta Llorona

Pta Salsipuedes

OSA Bulce

Gulf

Pta Burica




Gulf of Fonseca
Pta Conkicii Sketch-Map 3.3
a Consigiiina
PACIFIC RELEVANT COASTS:
Isla de Limé, STRAIGHT LINE
Peninsula Castafione 0 50 100 150 200
Puerto Kilometres
Somoza Nautical Miles (M)
0 25 50 75 100
Cabo Desola 300 km WGS 84, Mercator Projection -
Pta Masachapa N I CA RAG U A
Lake Nicaragua
Pta Pie del Gigant
Pta Iak
Coastal Length Ratio
Islas Pta Santa Elena
1.0 (N ) Murcielagos
Papuagayo
Gulf
Cabo Velas COSTA RICA
NICOYA
Pta Guiones
Nicoyd
Gulf,
Cabo Blanco Pta
Herradura
™
=}
=}
=
)
S
a
2.
PACIFIC %
Pta Llorona OSA Dulie
OCEAN Pta Salsipuedes Gulf
Pta Burica




Gulf of Fonseca

Pta Consigiiina

Isla de Limé,

Peninsula Castafione

Pta Masachapa

Sketch-Map 3.3

PACIFIC RELEVANT COASTS:

0

STRAIGHT LINE

50 100 150 200
Puerto Kilometres
Somoza Nautical Miles (M)
25 50 75
Cabo Desola 300 km

100
WGS 84, Mercator Projection

NICARAGUA

Lake Nicaragua

Pta Pie del Gigant

Pta Iak

Coastal Length Ratio

Islas Pta Santa Elena
1.0 (N) Murcielagos
Papuagayo
Gulf
Cabo Velas COSTA RICA
% NICOYA
%
//14.
R
%,

Pta Guiones
Nicoyd
Gulf,

Pta
Herradura

Cabo Blanco

™
=)
<)
=
=
S
L
a
=

PACIFIC %

Pta Llorona

OSA Dulce

Since in the Pacific Ocean the coast of Costa Rica is characterized by a certain
degree of sinuosity, whereas the coast of Nicaragua largely develops along a

straight line, the Court considers it appropriate to identify the relevant coast of
both Parties by means of straight lines. (Costa Rica v Nicaragua, para 179 (2018))




ldentifying the relevant area

“The relevant area ... includes the maritime spaces in which the
potential entitlements generated by the coasts of the Parties
overlap”

(Costa Rica v Nicaragua, para 184 (2018))

* Still not clear whether coasts project frontally or radially

* Third-state areas are not included

e Extent (seaward) of entitlements will impact extent of relevant
area (ie, 200M versus wide-margin shelf)
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The Court considers that [the delimitation] does not result in gross disproportionality.
Accordingly, the Court finds that the delimitation of the maritime boundary ... achieves an
equitable solution in accordance with Articles 74 and 83 of UNCLOS. (para 203)
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