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• Archives of the Impossible are located in the Woodson 
Research Center at Rice University in Houston, Texas.

• Similar collections exist at other l ibraries al l  over the world.

• 2 ‘Soft ’ Categories:

• Unverifiable Experiencer Reports

• Government-Sponsored Research into UAP & NHI.
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Unverifiable Experiencer Reports

• Science Fiction author Whitley 
Strieber published the book 
Communion  in 1987. 

• Received let ters from people 
making comparable al legations 
of interactions with Nonhuman 
Intel l igence (NHI).

• Archives contain these let ters 
and fol low-up materials, such 
as interviews and 
correspondence. 
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Clinical Cases of UAP & NHI 
Experiencers

• John Mack, M.D. was Chair 
of the Psychiatry 
Department at Harvard 
Medical School.

• Clinical cases and research 
related to persons who 
alleged experiences with 
nonhuman intelligence. 

• Some data is restricted for 
privacy reasons.
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UAP in Popular Culture

• Brenda Denzler, Ph.D. 
authored The Lure of the 
Edge: Scientific Passions, 
Religious Beliefs, and the 
Pursuit of UFOs  (1998).

• UAP narratives are utilized to 
deconstruct and reconstruct 
both scientific and religious 
worldviews.
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UAP Experiencers, Historical 
Reports, & Government Involvement

• Jacques Vallee, M.S., Ph.D. 
worked on American 
government-sponsored 
research programs that 
examined UAP.

• Collects UAP and NHI 
experiencer reports dating 
back hundreds of years.

• Archival Collection 
unavailable until 2028.
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Legal Cases Seeking American 
Government Disclosure

• Larry W. Bryant  wrote UFO Pol i t ics at  the 
White House:  Cit izens Ral ly  ' round Jimmy 
Car ter 's  Promise (2002).

• Fi led mult ip le lawsuits  against  many 
di f ferent  American government of f ic ia ls  and 
federal  depar tments seek ing disclosure of  
in format ion about UAP and NHI.

•  Received thousands of  pages of  
declass i f ied documents through Freedom of 
Informat ion Act  requests .

• Largely st i l l  unorganized ( I  t r ied) .  Woodson 
Research Center needs funding to provide 
bet ter organized data to researchers.
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Parapsychological Intelligence 
Gathering

• Edwin C.  May,  Ph.D.  served as the second 
research director for the American 
Intel l igence Community’s Cognit ive 
Sciences Program, which pioneered the 
use of  ps i  for nat ional  securi ty  operat ions 
1972-1995.

• Operat ional  personnel ut i l ized remote 
viewing,  telepathy,  and mind-machine 
interface techniques to gather informat ion 
about UAP and NHI.  

• These methods are discussed in the 2012 
Kona Blue Proposed Special  Access 
Program documents,  which were released 
by the U.S.  Depar tment of  Defense in 2024.
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Parapsychological Intelligence 
Gathering

• Ingo Swann was the co-founder and f i rs t  
intel l igence operat ive to take par t  in the 
U.S. Cognit ive Sciences Program. 

• His papers are at  the Univers i ty  of  West  
Georgia Special  Col lect ions in Carrol l ton,  
Georgia.

• There are memos,  raw notes,  and 
correspondence that  discuss his  
par t ic ipat ion in American government -
sponsored programs that  used 
parapsychological  methods to gain 
in format ion about UAP and NHI.
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We Must Organize the Data

• Researchers can distinguish between unverifiable allegations 
and government-sponsored research.

• Relevant archival evidence is available, but it is often held 
only as physical copies in disparate locations.

• Collections are often unavailable for digital search.

• We need to build a database of relevant archival documents 
to inform policy conversations.

cps5@rice.edu
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