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Our strategic ambition

Van Mildert College Trust is relatively young but has already made its mark on the academic, 
cultural and sporting life of the College. The Trust was set up to support excellence in all 
areas of College life with a particular focus on promoting the energy and talent of Van 
Mildert students, whilst ensuring the College continues to impact strongly on society and the 
workplace, both nationally and internationally.  A number of milestones have already been 
achieved, not least, the provision of three postgraduate scholarships in the last three years 
and the embedment of a research cluster, the Climate Impact Research Centre, in College. 

In 2015, the College will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. Ahead of our 2015 landmark 
celebrations we continue to build an impressive wish list of projects. Top of the list is the 
development of a Postgraduate Centre and a hub for research in Climate Impact. This will 
have a signi�icant in�luence on the scholarly environment in College and will enhance our 
range of scholarships and bursaries. There are also some exciting possibilities to tackle the 
acoustics in the Ann Dobson Hall and set in motion a range of sustainable energy projects 
including air and ground source heat pumps and solar panels, enhancement of the estate 
through minor forestation, the creation of a living edge around the Lake and the continued 
development of the Lake as a recreational and scienti�ic resource.

To continue our build up to 2015 we have two small but, we think, high-pro�ile projects that 
have attracted partial funding. The Trust is committed to increasing our complement of 
postgraduate students and wishes to fund at least one more Van Mildert Scholar in the 
coming year. We also wish to develop our programme of academic internships, allowing our 
undergraduates to pursue supervised research projects out of term time. Our target for both 
projects is £50,000 and it would mark a great start to our once in a life time celebrations in 
2015.

 
     David Harper
     Principal, On behalf of the Board of Trustees



Enhancing Research

Research scholarships cover fees, accommodation, living costs and other 
expenses for outstanding postgraduate students. 

Conference attendance fund

Our �irst postgraduate research 
scholarship was awarded to Megan 
Wainwright, a medical anthropologist, 
in October 2009. This year, we are 
pleased to congratulate Megan on 
graduating.

In October 2012, we were able to offer 
two further postgraduate research 
scholarships. These were awarded to 
Sören Bock, a chemist investigating 
hydrogen production for clean energy, 
and Joseph Schultz, a musician 
researching Aram Khachaturian and the 
development of Soviet neo-nationalist 
composition. We are grateful for the 
support of the Fenman Trust in 
contributing to supporting Joseph.

Joseph will continue his studies at Van 
Mildert next year. However, Sören will 
leave us and follow his supervisor to 
Australia to continue his research. He has 
offered to credit the Trust in publications 
deriving from his research, and we look 
forward to seeing the fruits of his work.

We are delighted to announce that the 
second scholarship has been awarded to 
Maria Luisa Sánchez Montes. Maria, 
who has a BSc and MSc in Geology from 
Universidad de Salamanca and is 
currently completing an MSc at the 
University of Shef�ield, will be working 
on the relationship of sea level change 
and ice sheets. She will be attached to the 
climate research centre in Van Mildert 
College.

Now entering its second year, the Conference Attendance Fund has been a 
phenomenal success. As part of the Trust’s initiative to support postgraduate 
research, the Conference Attendance Fund will continue to award up to £250 per 
student in 2013/14.



 Cultural Enrichment

Van Mildert College Boat Club

Transformation of the Lake

The Trust has demonstrated its commitment to cultural diversity and 
distinction through its funding of a range of initiatives. 

Destination 2015

One of Van Mildert’s most iconic features 
received some spring cleaning in 2013. It 
is hoped that a sustained effort to 
maintain the diverse ecosystem of the 
lake will lead to the site being used for 
educational purposes in the future.

The College is excitedly looking forward 
to its 50th anniversary in 2015. A 
working group has been established to 
coordinate the celebrations of what we 
are sure will be a fantastic year. 
Information regarding events and 
initiatives in the run-up to 2015 and to 
mark the occasion will be disseminated 
in due course.

JCR Outreach

The Trust continues its commitment to 
JCR outreach projects, helping to 
facilitate Van Mildert students’ seemingly 
endless potential to help the local 
community.

Following a donation from the Trust, the 
Van Mildert College Boat Club was able to 
purchase their �lagship coxed eight-man 
boat, the Trust in Mildert (affectionately 
known as TIM), a Janousek 8+, which has 
since served both the men’s and women’s 
squads. In 2013, a Men’s Senior Crew, 
with the Trust in Mildert, was able to 
reach the �inal of Durham Regatta, beating 
a Durham University Crew to get there.

Van Mildert College Trust Annual Lecture

In recent years, the Trust Annual Lecture has 
established itself as one of the highlights on 
College’s calendar. Last year saw Professor 
Uta Frith draw over 400 people to the Ann 
Dobson Hall, while in 2011 the Trust was 
pleased to welcome Lord Melvin Bragg. This 
year, the Trust is delighted to welcome Lord 
Peter Hennessy.



Facilitating career-building

Promoting Learning

Internships are increasingly important for our graduates’ early careers, but they can 
be prohibitively expensive for students—particularly those who are working away 
from home. In 2010, the Trust created an Internship Support Bursary to support 
students in their penultimate year of study who had been awarded an internship 
but were unable to take it up owing to a lack of funds. Three awards of £250 each 
are currently available, but it is hoped that this will be increased in the future.

The Trust’s commitment to career-building support builds on the work of the Van 
Mildert Association’s Career’s Dialogue initiative, held in Michaelmas term of each 
year.

As part of its commitment to promoting learning, the Trust awarded £12,000 to Van 
Mildert College Library to help cover the cost of installing new shutters and 
wooden shelves to replace the unsightly and inadequate metal cage and shelving, 
giving the Library a more professional atmosphere while simultaneously increasing 
capacity. The Library continues to be a valued facility, well-used by students for 
borrowing and quiet study. In 2013, Naomi Marklew was appointed the new 
Librarian, and we are pleased to welcome her to the Van Mildert community.

The Trust continues to raise funds to meet its goal of refurbishing the College 
computer room with more computers and better equipment. 

Following the departure of last year’s Sabbatical Development Of�icer, Victoria 
Brown, the College has appointed Jack Patterson to the role for 2013/14. Jack will 
work with the Trust on a range of projects and initiatives as required.
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