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Identifying Prejudice 
The evening of 
Wednesday, 16 

May saw the distinguished In-
dian economist Prof. Kaushik 
Basu of Cornell University de-
liver the fourth Ustinov Prejudice 
lecture at Howlands Farm.  Prof. 
Basu’s lecture, “Group Identity, 
Conflict and Social Norms,” was 
the first public lecture to be held 
in the new Howlands Building. 
 
The Ustinov Prejudice lecture 
series was established by a pre-
vious principal of Ustinov Col-
lege, Prof. Sue Scott, when the 
late Sir Peter Ustinov was Chan-
cellor of the University.  The 
theme is one that was central to 
Sir Peter’s own activist aims, he 
having encouraged the study of 
prejudice around the world with 
the ultimate goal of defeating it.  
Sir Peter founded a chair for 
research into prejudice at the 
University of Vienna, as well as 
the Sir Peter Ustinov Centre at 
the Budapest University of Tech-
nology and Economics.  In his 
2001 article written at the sign-
ing of the agreement to establish 
that centre in Budapest, Sir Pe-
ter describes prejudice as “the 
leading influence on those with-
out the moral fibre to think for 
themselves.”  “It deserves,” he 
writes, “recognition, isolation, 
and sterilization in the interest of 
the essential interdependence of 
the people on this planet.” 

The Economic Perspective 
Prof. Basu, a professor of eco-
nomics and international studies 
at Cornell University, has pub-
lished widely in the fields of de-
velopment economics, game 
theory, child labour and indus-
trial organization.  As such, he is 
a distinguished voice on the 
theme of prejudice.  Prof. Basu’s 
lecture was well-attended, and a 
period of lively discussion fol-
lowed the delivery of his lecture.  
A drinks reception and dinner 
followed the lecture, during 
which attendees had the oppor-
tunity to meet Prof. Basu and to 
speak about the issues raised in 
his lecture.  Particularly impor-
tant to Basu himself was the 
opportunity to meet the Director 
of Durham’s Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies, Ash Amin; Basu 
is an expert on modeling, which 
will be the IAS’s next theme.  
Also in attendance were the 
Principal and Vice-Principal of 
Ustinov, Dr Penny Wilson and 
Theresa McKinven, and the new 
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity, Prof. Chris Higgins.  Basu 
was introduced by the 
current recipient of the 
Ustinov Prejudice stu-
dentship, Una McGa-
hern.  (The studentship 
is awarded every 3 
years to an outstanding 
student whose PhD 
research includes 

prejudice as a central theme.)  
A number of visiting professors 
from the IAS also attended, as 
well as GCR president Guy 
Siviour. 
 
The Best Yet 
Theresa McKinven, who has 
attended all four prejudice lec-
tures, commented that though 
best ‘he flattered me into think-

J D SHAFER 
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Prejudice Lecture cont. from 
page 1 

ing I understood what he was saying’.  In the 
past three and a half years, the lecture series 
has gone from being a small-scale event of 
largely internal interest to a fully public lecture  
the university as well as the community at large 
recognise as beneficial to their areas of study or 
interest.   
 
Though Dr Penny Wilson is pleased with the 
lecture series, she envisions more frequent lec-
tures in the future, and is currently working to 
establish links with the Ustinov research chair in 
Vienna, an avenue which has not previously 
been pursued.  Prof. Basu himself, still in 
Europe visiting various countries delivering 
other addresses, reportedly enjoyed his time 
here in Durham.  

One Guy’s Vision 
Originally known as the-
Graduate Society when 
founded by Professor 
Fisher in 1965, Ustinov 
College came into being 
as a college in 2003. 
Over the years, the ac-
commodation has be-

come consolidated until, within the last year, the col-
lege now consists of two sites: Howlands Farm and 
Dryburn. It is from this point that I want to develop 
the “College Experience.” 
The College Experience is not something that can 
just be created; it is an organic concept that grows 
and develops over the years with the college com-
munity. Even so, it has to be nurtured, so rather than 
be dominated by old, Anglicized traditions, I wish to 
create modern, international, community- 

based traditions. 
Continuing the work that has been carried out 

over the last few years, I hope to encourage the 
creation of new, active clubs and societies and 
increase the involvement of current clubs and so-
cieties in the daily lives of the students. By diversi-
fying the social events and activities, I hope to 
bring together a wider and larger group of people 
to a newly refurbished, decorated, and more func-
tional Fisher House. 

The knowledge and experience of our college 
members is wide and varied, and I wish to bring 
this to bear by increasing the involvement of col-
lege members in community action, whether that 
be at Howlands Farm, with the families at Keenan 
House, or around Durham itself. Further, liaising 
with establishments in Durham, I will aim to in-
crease events and activities outside the college 
that will benefit all of the college members, 
whether living in or out. 

GUY SIVIOUR 

Zu’bi Al-Zu’bi, 
retiring as GCR 
President after 
2 years, cuts a 
dash in his DJ at 
the inaugural 
Durham Student 
awards where 
he was voted 
Best College 
President. 

In the inaugural Durham Student Awards on 4th June, Zu’bi Al-
Zu’bi, GCR President for 2 years, was voted ‘Best College 
President’.  In addition to his role at Ustinov, Zu’bi has been a 
student representative on various university committees, includ-
ing Graduate School Committee, and Residence Charge Com-
mittee, where he was instrumental in the agreement to keep the 
postgraduate residence charge at the same level for next year. 
       
Congratulations, Zu’bi, and enjoy your retirement! 

Durham Student Awards 
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College Tutoring—In & Out of Ustinov 

Last September I started as 
a tutor at Grey College, and 
it has been a great experi-
ence. I had never been to an 
undergraduate College, and 
living at Ustinov, I had not 
really had the chance to in-

teract with many undergraduates. Grey College 
has a very welcoming atmosphere, with many fa-
cilities and support services for its students. This 
is one of the reasons why being a tutor at Grey is 
very important. A Grey tutor should know of the 
student support services in college, while giving 
pastoral support when needed, meeting with their 
tutees and providing them with the contacts they 
need. A tutor can also help encourage students to 
take part in college clubs and societies.  

During my first week as a tutor, I welcomed my 
first year tutees and had lunch with them at Grey 
College. This first week is always essential to the 
tutor’s work, since it is the time when first year 
students start their college life. I have enjoyed in-
teracting with my tutees at tutor formals and meet-
ing them at coffee shops for tutor group gather-
ings. I remember how great it felt to be at my first 
Tutor Formal with first year tutees and especially 
to see how pleased they were with the experi-
ence. Generally, tutees are very interested in at-
tending tutor formals or other opportunities to so-
cialize with their tutor groups. 

It is particularly helpful that most of my tutees 
are students in the English department or other 
areas in the humanities, which makes it easier for 
me, as a literature student myself, to relate to their 
studies. I email my tutees to ask how they are do-
ing, and I’m always glad when they respond. I also 
thought it would be nice for my tutees to see what 
a postgraduate college is like, so I invited them to 
Ustinov. I think it is important to think of what may 
interest one’s particular tutor group, and the par-
ticular year as well. For example, third year stu-
dents will have different things to consider, such 
as their next step after graduation. There will al-
ways be different topics to discuss, depending on 
what year the students are in, and it is important 
to be aware of that. 

I would certainly recommend being a tutor. It is 
an opportunity to help students actively participate 
in their college communities, while supporting 
them when needed. And it’s fun! 

ABEER FAHIM 

At Grey College 

At St. Cuthbert’s Society 
ZU’BI AL ZU’BI 

Being a tutor at one of 
the colleges of Durham 
University is a great re-
sponsibility. Guiding stu-
dents, providing them with 
pastoral care, and advis-
ing them on the best ap-
proaches to deal with any 
circumstances or situations which may arise, are 
only some of the day-to-day responsibilities of a 
tutor. The Durham collegiate system thrives on the 
support that it receives from its tutors, who ensure 
that students can easily make the transition from 
school to university and provide support over the 
course of their degrees. Other essential tasks are 
to encourage students to feel part of the society 
and the university and to assist the students to 
obtain the greatest benefits from their time in the 
college community. 

As a tutor in St Cuthbert’s society I have the 
privilege of working with undergraduate students. I 
have a group of twelve first-year students hailing 
from all over the country and studying a variety of 
courses at university. Despite the challenges of a 
“Hill boy” mentoring students from the Bailey, my 
role is certainly rewarding, and I am very grateful 
for the opportunity I have. I meet with students 
individually upon their request and with the whole 
group fortnightly, with a social event each month. I 
also have the opportunity to see my tutees at col-
lege events such as formal dinners. 

In St Cuthbert’s Society, there is a strong focus 
on Personal Development Planning (PDP), which 
emphasises the role of the tutor in helping stu-
dents to identify their strengths and weakness, 
reviewing their personal development throughout 
the course of the year, assisting them in reflecting 
and assessing their own achievements, and, more 
practically, guiding students through the proc-
esses of CV-writing and job applications. 

I am very fortunate to have the chance to be a 
tutor; it is not only rewarding to see students de-
velop over the course of the year, but it also en-
hances my experience of student life at Durham. 
University. 

 A number of Ustinovians volunteer as College Tutors 
for undergraduates.  Below, Abeer & Zu’bi tell us why 
they do it and what they get out of it.  Over the page, 
Mamty and Joseph & Barbara, share their experience 
helping Ustinovians as College Tutors here.    
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Tutoring at Durham: Ustinov College 

Becoming a postgraduate 
student and part of a college 
community is a new experi-
ence for many Ustinovians, 
with exciting expectations to 
develop new ways of think-
ing, knowledge and skills, to 
experience new ways of liv-

ing and to meet new people. For international stu-
dents it also means adjusting to living in Britain, the 
weather, the culture, the food, the language or the 
general British way of doing things. Living away from 
one’s home or country can be an exciting and re-
warding experience but, sometimes, it can also be 
challenging and confusing. 

 
The tutor groups I have been part of at Ustinov have 
been very international in their membership.   In just 
a few years as a College tutor, I have had the privi-
lege to get to know some of the brightest talents 
from at least thirty countries, ranging from Guinea to 
Germany.   We try to build up a community spirit and 
a support network.  We meet up for College dinners 
and other social events throughout the year where 
many of us socialise with and learn from fellow stu-
dents from around the world, some of whose cul-
tures and people we may never come into contact 
with again in our entire lives.  It is spiritually reward-
ing to be part of such a diverse community just as it 
is practically useful. Peer support and encourage-
ment from the group often helps with (re)building 
confidence and this probably is one of the most im-
portant aspects of the College tutorial system.  Many 
of us also get practical information from each other, 
such as how to make cheap phone calls, discount 
travels, registration with doctors, part-time jobs, etc. 
 
For some students, studying and living away from 
home brings challenges.  Problems with language 
and communication; pressures of studying and con-
ducting research; homesickness and loneliness; diffi-
culty in finding the sort of foods you’re used to.  We 
are all adults, but it doesn’t mean that we don’t need 
help and support, especially to get started.  This is 
when we, as the College community, can provide 
valuable support to each other. 
 
In short, the College system provides you with a new 
support network, opportunity to make new friends, 
learn about new cultures and new ways of living, and 
intellectual stimulation and support for your learning.  
The most striking impression I have of my tutees is 
their resilience in their academic career in Durham, 
determination to overcome their difficulties, and their 
openness and kindness to other tutees.  

MAMTIMYN SUNUODULA JOSEPH & BARBARA HARPER 

It goes without saying that the first priority of every 
student is the attainment of a good degree and 
qualification which will enable him/her to find fulfil-
ment and some degree of security in life whilst also 
helping to provide assistance, aid, and benefit to 
others in this our modern world. 

Here at Durham and Ustinov College, you will find 
not only a place for learning and opportunity to 
broaden your outlook and widen your knowledge, 
but also additional help and pastoral care from spe-
cially appointed and experienced tutors. 

There are many joyful and happy occasions when 
we have met with tutees in Durham City and shared 
fellowship in the local cafe or restaurant. 

Barbara and I cannot possibly describe the thrill and 
joy of fellowship when tutees have joined us two or 
three times a term for a meal at Ustinov College. 
Simply to talk, enjoy a light-hearted joke or gener-
ally 'unwind' in the company of other tutors has 
been a bonus and blessing to all.  Opportunities 
also arise when tutors and tutees might want to visit 
places of historic interest in or around Durham and 
beyond. 

Whilst working towards your academic degree, 
there will come a time when, as we have found, a 
student needs additional information, help counsel-
ling, perhaps  'a listening ear', a degree of confiden-
tiality, perhaps pastoral guidance, when as is so 
often the case, personal or family problems loom 
over the horizon or bereavement comes suddenly 
with its attendant unsettling effects. 

Barbara and I have sometimes, though not very 
often, found it necessary, with the student's permis-
sion of course, to write a letter or send a card of 
sympathy overseas when there has been a be-
reavement in the family. 

What Barbara and I have been privileged to do has 
been to act as the 'bridge' or 'pastoral medium' be-
tween student and home though we realise only too 
well, being parents ourselves, that no one can hope 
to replace  the home and family relations and home 
base of kith and kin. 

We hope you enjoy your period of academic study 
at Durham University and Ustinov College, of which 
we are justly proud, and that you will be truly happy 
in every way. 
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Travel Awards 
Ustinovians are in great demand to present at 
conferences from Albuquerque to Zhaoqing, and 
all points in between.  We received 35 applications 
for this term’s travel awards.  How can we say ‘no’ 
when we have such stars?  We begged, borrowed 
and stole, looked behind the sofa cushions, and 
somehow found the funding to put a smile on 19 
Ustinovians’ faces. 
 
• Tarek Abdel Fattah, Business 
• Georg Blaser, Chemistry 
• Donna Brown, Geography 
• Heather Chaffey, Biological & Biomedical 

Sciences 
• Shu Hsin Chen, Education 
• Nathalie Doswald, Biological Sciences 
• Nijay Gupta, Religion & Theology 
• Gareth Lloyd, Chemistry 
• Eftychia Mikelli, English Studies 
• Ahmed Mohammad, Biological Sciences 
• Evelyn Mohr, Psychology 
• Michelle O’Mahoney, Chemistry 
• Alak Paul, Geography 
• Keith Spiller, Geography 
• Anil Suri, Chemistry 

• Paige Tovey, English Studies 
• David Wagschall, Theology 
• Jen Waters, Earth Sciences 
• Etsuko Yamada, Education 
 
Read reports from Ustinovians who put their 
travel awards to good use—Liz Evershed & 
Katherine Heavey tell us about a Zoo full of 
mediavalists, Tom Challands mingles with 
6000 geoscientists in Vienna and Taylor 
Worley  brings together art & religion in the 
Windy City.  See pages 6 & 7. 
Justin Orenstein finds himself lost among 
the skyscrapers and tea houses of Shanghai. 

The all round education 
that is working at Ustinov 

was further extended listening to Professor Sir 
Arnold Wolfendale, former Astronomer Royal 
and Fellow of the Royal Society, talk about 
space, time and where God might be in the 
equation.  An informed and attentive audience 
of over 80 staff and students showed attended 
Sir Arnold’s talk on 20th June, the second in the 
Café Scientifique series of informal talks and 
discussions to be held in Durham.  Lee de-Witt, 
Ustinov member and Doctoral Fellow, was de-
termined to bring Café Scientifique to Durham, 
and the opening of the Coffee Shop at Fisher 
House provided the perfect venue.  Lee 
brought the idea to the Ustinov Seminar com-
mittee, and took on the role of organising 
speakers and dates, and designing a rather 
lovely blue poster.    
 
Café Scientifique was started in 1998 in Leeds, 
and has now grown to over 30 venues in the 
UK, with Durham being the latest.  For more 
information, see www.cafescientifique.org. 

The Café is the latest in Ustinov’s offerings to sup-
port the academic and intellectual life of our mem-
bers, and joins the Ustinov Seminar series, the 
Prejudice Lecture and the Intercultural Forum.   
 
What’s next? 
A Café Politique is in the pipeline for next year.   
If you have expertise or contacts to offer, then 
please contact the Principal. 

God is in the detail 
THERESA MCKINVEN 

Sir Arnold Wolfendale answers questions 

Bible Study Group 
 
For those who have enquired, the Bible 
Study Group is still meeting on Tuesday 8 
p.m. in the Howlands Building Meeting Room 
(on the JB side, past DSU Shop).  Anyone 
who would like to join us is very welcome. 
 
Allison Weeter 
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Travel Awards: Ustinovians on the Move 

The International Congress on Medieval Studies, 
Kalamazoo, Michigan (popularly abbreviated as 
“the Zoo”) is definitely the biggest conference on 
medieval studies in the world - no probably about 
it! Held annually over four days in May, it has in 
recent years attracted around 4,000 medievalists 
(staff, postgraduates and interested others) across 
a range of disciplines in the humanities.  

 
For such a huge conference, however, it is reas-

suringly informal and friendly, offering postgradu-
ate students like myself a chance to talk to other 
scholars in an intellectually charged but non-
intimidating environment and to attend a wide 
range of papers on everything from court poetry 
and monkish manuscripts to whether Chaucer 
could have been re-incarnated as the American 
artist Bruce Springsteen (you’ll be pleased to hear 
this was not a serious paper, although the argu-
ments given in favour of a Chaucer-Springsteen 
affinity were quite persuasive).  

 
Most importantly for me, I had the opportunity to 

give a paper on Chaucer’s intellectual circle to a 
specialist audience – a bit of a nerve-wracking 
experience of course, but incredibly helpful in fur-
thering the development of my research. I would 
say that giving the paper and receiving feedback 
on it was the most useful part of the experience, 
but in reality every part of the conference was 
useful and informative, not least meeting so many 
other medievalists, altering my perception of 
scholars in this discipline from “we happy few” to 
“we happy quite a few of us really...” The day-to-
day business of research can be an isolating ex-
perience sometimes; conferences like the Zoo are 
a good way of putting faces to books, reminding 
us all that Academia and the Republic of Letters 
are not just theoretical concepts but living commu-
nities.  

 
I am grateful to the College for the Travel Award 

which helped finance my flight costs to the confer-
ence and would warmly recommend the Zoo to 
any other fledgling medievalists (or, indeed, those 
interested in early renaissance studies or modern 
‘medievalisms’). 

LIZ EVERSHED 

A Trip to the Zoo: International Congress of Medieval Studies 

From the 10th to the 13th May 2007 I attended the 
42nd International Congress of Medieval Studies at 
the University of Western Michigan in Kalamazoo, 
along with members of Durham’s English and His-
tory Departments.  

Each session comprised of either three or four pa-
pers, grouped thematically, and these were followed 
by questions for the entire panel of presenters. I at-
tended sessions on the transformation of classical 
women in the Middle Ages, on mythology in medie-
val literature, on Chaucer, and on the treatment of 
Troilus and Criseyde in medieval to Renaissance 
literature, as these are subjects which feed particu-
larly productively into my work. I also went to valu-
able panel discussions on getting work published 
and on teaching medieval literature as a postgradu-
ate student.  

I gave my paper, entitled “Helen of Troy: Medieval 
Romance Heroine or Misogynist’s Scapegoat?” on 
Thursday. The paper went very well, and I was able 
to get to know the chair of my session and some of 
the other presenters, both during the questions and 
after the session. The questions and comments I 
received were particularly helpful and have already 
lead me to consider some of my work from a differ-
ent perspective – for example, I discussed with one 
of my fellow panellists the differing motivations at-
tributed to Chaucer and to Christine de Pisan in their 
elision of key negative events of Medea’s story in 
the Middle Ages, and whether the authors’ genders 
influenced critical attitudes to their treatments of her. 

In the evenings, I attended receptions given by the 
University of Toronto Press, Boydell and Brewer 
Publishers, and the Society for Medieval Feminist 
Scholarship. Most importantly, however, on Friday 
night we converged on one of the most impressive 
campus buildings for the reception hosted by Dur-
ham’s Centre for Medieval and Renaissance Stud-
ies. The reception was very popular and highly 
praised, as we all did our best to promote the Uni-
versity’s History and English departments! The final 
evening was devoted to the Conference dance, a lot 
of fun and definitely an experience to be repeated!  

I had been told by many different people that Kala-
mazoo is informal, friendly, and great fun, and it was 
all of those things as well as a valuable opportunity 
to network with other academics, to hear other ideas 
and perspectives on my work, and to get to know my 
Durham colleagues better. Above all, the conference 
was very useful and a great place to present my first 
paper.  I am looking forward to the 2008 conference 
already! 

KATHERINE HEAVEY 
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Travel Awards: Ustinovians on the Move 

The European Geosciences 
Union General Assembly brings 
together some 6,000 geoscien-
tists from all over Europe and 
the rest of the world into one 
meeting, covering all disciplines 
of the Earth, Planetary and 
Space Sciences. Especially for 
young scientists, like me, the 
EGU provides a forum to pre-
sent work and discuss ideas 
with experts in all fields of geo-
sciences. I was able to discuss 
my work and gain some valu-
able feedback from scientists 
that I had conversed with via 
email but not met in person. 

Despite the enormity of this 
conference, I felt that it was 
perhaps more valuable than a 
national conference by virtue of 

TOM CHALLANDS 

A case study from the Welsh Basin, U.K. in Vienna 

TAYLOR WORLEY 

its size. It provided me with the 
opportunity to make contacts 
with researchers in my own 
field, other young scientists, 
who would not have attended a 
UK-based meeting. I was able 
to debate the implications of my 
work with others who had pro-
duced similar results in different 
scenarios. 

The session that my presen-
tation was scheduled in, 
‘Organic-rich sediments, past, 
present and future’, was rela-
tively small. Because of this, it 
took the format in which each 
presentation was composed of 
a 5-minute talk about our post-
ers followed by short questions 
and discussion. This format 
was unique amongst other 
poster sessions and was re-
garded as being particularly 

useful for both those presenting 
and those observing.  

The information I gained was 
valuable and reassuring for my 
research. I was relieved to see 
that my results were similar to 
other data presented (on differ-
ent topics, of course), reinforc-
ing the validity of my data. The 
research I have been undertak-
ing has been using previously 
established techniques in a 
grade of rock that has, until 
now, been regarded as being 
too altered to provide any use-
ful environmental or geochemi-
cal signal. My work has shown 
that this is not so and will hope-
fully lead to the establishment 
of these techniques in areas 
that have previously been re-
garded as ‘out of bounds’. 

Religious meaning in contemporary art in Chicago 

This conference represented 
a very clear validation of my 
particular research topic as a 
broader theme of interest 
among religious scholars inter-
ested in visual art and within 
the rigorous discourses of con-
temporary art history, theory 
and criticism. In this way, the 
panel discussion was an enact-
ment of the very question to 
which my PhD thesis is trying to 
respond: can a mutually benefi-
cial dialogue exist between reli-
gious scholars and art critics on 
the topic of contemporary art? 

Thus, it was the perfect event 
for me to attend and a remarka-
bly fortuitous opportunity for me 
to actually sit on this panel. I 
gained invaluable experience 
interacting with the art critics 

and historians on the panel as 
well as showcasing my per-
spective on the topic alongside 
various other scholars of relig-
ion.  

I found that for such a dia-
logue to exist and actually 
thrive there must be consider-
able more attention paid to the 
various differences represented 
by a multi-cultural, multi-faith 
conversation about contempo-
rary art. In this respect, without 
ever diminishing the rigorous 
aesthetics of contemporary art, 
listening to and respecting a 
diversity of cultural and reli-
gious appropriations of art will 
be the way forward for this 
unique conversation. There 
was much along these lines for 
me to reflect upon and account 

for within my thesis. Further, I 
think the book that Routledge is 
publishing based on the essays 
submitted and the panel tran-
scripts will prove an excellent 
resource in the field.  

The next opportunity 
to apply for travel 
awards will be Novem-
ber 2007. 
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A Virtually Impossible Request 

When I was asked, initially, to 
write a short article on China, 
my experiences thus far, and 
how my academic research 
has been enhanced by my 
visit, I scoffed. How does one 
do justice to a 4,000 year-old 
civilisation in 250 words? 
Moreover, what makes my 
three-months in Shanghai 

qualification enough to discuss China, a country of 
arguably unparalleled complexity in its extended 
history, vast borders and cultural, linguistic, and 
ethnic specificities (the ‘one China’ idiom is only 
useful as political rhetoric)? Volumes upon vol-
umes have been published endeavouring to ac-
complish the same and in each book you read, 
you find the following stipulation: ‘justice cannot 
be done to such a topic in the limited amount of 
time and space available here’. 

Within the framework of my thesis research, 
however, the intent of which is partially to shed 
light upon the incredible complexity of the country, 
the task is slightly more feasible. The title of my 
research, at least provisionally, is ‘Chinese Devel-
opment: the relevance of Historical Materialism in 
Contemporary International Relations’. It seeks to 
qualify the Chinese state and Chinese develop-
ment within the context of an evolving capitalist 
world-order. This description is of course painted 
with very broad strokes, but as I mentioned, there 
is little in the subject area that is not. In this sense, 
my time spent in Shanghai has been invaluable. 
Much of Western literature on China, dating back 
some would say to Marco Polo’s Travels (although 
others are sceptical as to whether he actually 
made it to China), perceives the country as an 
ancient majestic civilization that was only brought 
from the throes of a decaying traditional society by 
Western commercial prowess. It is remarkable to 
me that this stigmatisation has persevered for as 
long as it has. China emerged into the world, 
surely because it needed to, but we cannot disre-
gard the conscious decisions to do so that were 
made at the time. 

I can only speak from personal experience, but 
without the brief encounter I have had with China, 
my research as well as the production of a thesis 
may have turned out incomparably different. 
There is such an immense divide between what 
you can learn through the eyes of others and what 
is possible to learn through personal experience. 
My term at Fudan University has been short, and I 
have only managed to scratch the surface of what 

JUSTIN ORENSTEIN 

is clearly a country of unfathomable complexity, 
but what I have learned of the country and culture 
in this short period would have taken a life-time of 
reading to accomplish. 

Now, you’re probably sitting there, thinking: I 
haven’t learned anything about China! If this is the 
case, then I have accomplished what was in-
tended for this article. I could tell you multiple sto-
ries about my time here, or about the places I 
have visited and the people I have met, but none 
of this would do justice to the country or my ex-
perience.  The old adage, ‘what you see is what 
you get’ does not apply here. In fact, it is more 
likely that you get just the opposite of what you 
see. Moreover, everyone that comes here (by the 
way, Shanghai is a poor representation of China) 
will take something different away. Therefore, I 
have devised a different saying: at the point you 
are no longer surprised on a daily basis by the 
multiple things you see, hear, or can be hit by in 
China, it is time to leave! I’ll be returning to Dur-
ham in the beginning of July, but according to this 
logic, I could have stayed a lifetime.     

Top: Bund River at six am. Bottom: Zhou 
Zhuang. Photos by: Justin Orenstein 



         

It was during the 
Christmas term holi-
days that we, the chil-
dren at Keenan 
house, decided to 
form a kids club. The 

night before, I had watched a programme on TV 
about ‘Climate Change’.  After discussing this topic 
with my mates, we all came up with the idea of 
starting a club with an agenda to do something that 
contributes to the society. And so was born the 
‘Global Warming Club’. 
We decided that the best day to meet was every 
Tuesday, after school, in the common room of 
Keenan house. At present we have 8 members 
aged between 6 and 10 in our club. Up until now, 
the things we have done in our weekly meetings 
have been as follows: 

Global Warming Club 
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ANANYA PRIYADARSHI • Painted and put up posters on ‘Save Electric-

ity’ around Keenan House 
• Done door-to-door campaigning on ‘Save 

Electricity’ 
• Made paper bags out of old newspaper and 

distributed them to Keenan residents 
• Requested for recycle bins to be put up out-

side Keenan house. This has proven to be 
very popular and residents started to sepa-
rate their rubbish now. 

• Went for a nature-walk (all members with 
their parents) 

• Cleaned car-park outside Keenan house 
• The Chancellor & Vice Chancellor of Durham 

University congratulated and judged the 
posters we had made in a poster-making 
competition (for all club members) on the 
topic of ‘save the planet’. 

Wow! That’s a lot of work we have done so far! 
Thanks to the College Officers for their support. We 
are very determined to keep up with our good work. 
3 cheers to the ‘Global Warming Club’! 

Valediction Week September ‘07 

It seems only a few months since we inducted 
and welcomed you in September, but it’s almost 
time to say goodbye to many of you.  We know 
that leaving can feel a bit like an anti-climax (you 
hand in your dissertation, pack your stuff, take a 
taxi to the airport, next thing you know you’re 
back sleeping in your own bed, and it feels like 
the last few months/years are a bit of a dream).   
 
To celebrate the end of your time here, and give 
you a good send off, Ustinov is happy to an-
nounce the launch of Valediction Week!  This will 
take place in the week between masters’ disser-
tation hand-in (7th September) and the end of 
the residence agreement (16th September for 
most people), with most events taking place Sat-
urday 8th to Wednesday 12th.   

Events and activities are still being planned, but    
  possibilities include: 
• Careers sessions from the Careers Ser-

vice 
• Reintegration advice & practical advice 

from  the International Office (closing bank 
accounts, deregistering with the police) 

• Information about Durham alumni activi-
ties and the Ustinov Association 

• A Bring & Buy sale for you to sell what 
you’re not taking home with you 

• A ‘skip party’, for you to throw out all the 
stuff you haven’t been able to sell 

• Social activities 
• Principal’s Farewell Reception 
 
Any suggestions, please contact the Senior Tu-
tor Theresa.McKinven@durham.ac.uk 



 

Where were you on June 2? 
If you were anywhere near 
Ustinov College you should 
have heard the music and 
smelled the food wafting from 
behind Fisher House. Judging 
by the turnout, few if any 
missed the annual GrUB: 

Grand Ustinov Barbeque. This 
was probably the most Ustinov members this resi-
dent has seen in one place in the whole school 
year. 
  
A beautiful day 
with few clouds 
in the sky, it was 
the perfect outing 
for families and 
friends. And it 
was FREE! The 
only request was 
to RSVP if you 
had dietary re-
quirements. 
Surely members 
didn’t turn down 
free food on a 
nice day. Chil-
dren ran around, 
played Jenga 
with huge blocks, 
and ate their par-
ents’ food, while 
the more heroic guys and girls braved a ride on the 
mechanical bull in front of the coffee shop as oth-
ers stood by to cheer them on (and laugh!)   
Several bands showed their musical prowess, in-
cluding 20/20 Sound Machine and Feedback; and 
of course we all crowded together for a picture of 

Putting the Queue in Barbecue! 
the great big happy postgrad family. 
 
Since there was no rain is was a perfect day right? 
Not completely. The only downbeat to the barbe-
que was the queue itself, with most people stand-
ing in line for 45 minutes to one whole hour waiting 
to be fed! Arguably you could have skipped the line 
and made lunch in your flat faster than standing in 
line with your friends waiting for food, but it was 
free so we can’t complain too much! 
  
What exactly caused the long queue was uncertain 
to this hungry lady, but it may have been because 
of the incredible turn out of Ustinovians and the 

volunteers we out-
numbered. Special 
thanks to those 
working the grills 
who did their best 
to fill our bellies 
(even though I got 
a veggie burger 
instead of a beef 
burger, yuck!) The 
food was pretty 
good and we were 
welcome to return 
to the queue as 
often as we liked.   
Hint to residents 
for next year’s bar-
beque: volunteer 
your time so that 
we all can serve 
each other! 
All in all it was an 

outstanding barbeque with a disco in the Ustinov 
Bar to close out the day. What better way to end 
the evening than by dancing the night away to our 
favorite oldies. Lady Marmalade anyone?  

Insert (E) into (B) using three (4) and three 
(2)" is not a good way to start any morning, but 
after we finished constructing the barbecues the 
arduous task of feeding the hundreds began. 
Starting as a rookie, by the end of a marvellous 
afternoon I was a pro at sausage-handling, 
though I would not have managed without my 
partner-in-crime, Alain Tandi. Last year the sun 
managed to turn me a rather nice shade of pink 
to match my polo shirt, and this year, as I was 
wearing a black one, it seemed only fitting that I 
should end up covered in soot and smelling like 
a bonfire.         PETER BYRNE 
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OLIVIA WILKINS 

 Ride ’em cowboy.                  Photo: Linda Hui Yang 

Pre-
sooted 
Peter and 
a very ex-
cited Alain 
Tandi… 
 
Photo: 
Linda Hui 
Yang 
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Ustinov BBQ 
 
The GrUB (Grand Ustinov Bar-
becue) is the most important 
day in the Ustinovian calendar, 
and to run the event is no 
mean feat. From planning the 
activities for the day to organis-
ing people to help, not to men-
tion the preparation and cook-
ing of the food, the GrUB is 
definitely a challenging event 
to organise.  
 
Every year, planning for the 
GrUB starts three months be-
fore the big day itself – the 
date is set, the different per-
formers and bands are con-
tacted and all the equipment 
required is booked. Over the 
week before the BBQ, all the 
meat, veggie-burgers, bread, 
ketchup, oil, seasoning, vege-
tables, plates and napkins re-
quired to cater for the almost 
500 people expected are pur-
chased. The twelve hours be-
fore the BBQ are the busiest, 
with chicken and lamb being 
washed and marinated in the 
middle of the night, last minute 
purchases of a pagoda being 
made, and all of this is accom-

Ustinov Barbecue - behind the scenes... 

ZU’BI AL ZU’BI AND 
LIZ NEW 

panied by the frantic rushing of 
the GCR members setting up for 
the BBQ. Of course, the work 
does not stop there – throughout 
the afternoon there is no end to 
the tasks – as well as barbecuing 
and serving, people are required 
to help sell T-shirts, man the ro-
deo, rush back and forth from the 
shops for more food and run er-
rands. 
 
This year’s GrUB was truly an 
amazing event; as usual, the 
weather turned fine just at the 
right time, and it was great to see 
so many people come to enjoy 
the sunshine, the company and 
the food.  Most of the GCR com-
mittee members were involved in 
helping on the day, along with 
other wonderful and willing mem-
bers of our community. It’s impos-
sible to thank everyone enough 
for all of their hard work which 
made the GrUB so successful. 
Our greatest gratitude must go to 
Guy and Bader for overseeing the 
organisation of the day, and to all 

those who worked tirelessly to 
make the day a success.  

Bader and friends fire up the grill.   Photos: Linda Hui Yang. 

Zilia Iskoujina dances with a pair 
of disembodied GCR-exec hands. 



 About a year ago a 
few of us from St 
Cuthbert’s Society 
were talking about the 
lack of artistic opportunities in Durham - ludicrous 
given the wealth of talent in artists, musicians and 
actors here - and wanted to hold an exhibition. 
However, we were keen not to hold a students-only 
event and wanted to get the wider public involved - 
particularly given Durham’s all too often narrow-
minded stance towards non-students. After a great 
deal of correspondence we managed to get the Bo-
tanic Gardens on board. The idea seemed a great 
way to fit in with the uni-
versity’s 175 celebra-
tions. A year later the six 
of us have managed to 
get about £9,000 worth of 
sponsorship. A lottery-
funded organisation 
called the Big Boost pro-
vided most of this. In fact, 
we really only got this 
money by good fortune - 
Emma (Art Garden Presi-
dent) and Rona (Art Gar-
den Advertising manager) attended a careers day in 
London, and the Big Boost were running a stand, 
encouraging young people to pitch ideas. A number 
of people had come prepared with PowerPoint 
presentations etc. However, Emma and Rona scrib-
bled their idea for the Art Garden on the back of a 
receipt and explained it to a panel of Judges. At the 
end of the day, the Big Boost announced that Rona 
and Emma would be the recipients of £1000 for 
their project. One woman on the Big Boost panel is 
a former Durham Student, and she encouraged us 

The Art Garden at the Botanic Gardens 

to apply for the £5000 award later in the year, which 
we were also awarded. Cuths have also been very 
supportive, giving us a considerable sum of money. 
The money has allowed people to enter the art com-
petition for free and allowed us to frame all the work 
for them at no cost. It has also meant we have been 
able to run other events alongside the exhibition, in-
cluding a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
a Film evening, a guest speaker and an arts and 
crafts family day - all free of charge to the public. It 
hasn’t all been so straightforward - holding the exhi-
bition outdoors has meant contending with the prob-
lem of insuring the artwork against increased risk of 

damage, and the organisation 
has gone to a lot of hard work 
and effort—especially be-
cause all of us are in our final 
year. However, it has also 
been a lot of fun. In prepara-
tion for the family day I in-
sisted on painting all my 
housemates’ faces. We have 
also practised making kites, 
flower pot painting and making 
insects! We all hope so much 
that all our hard work isn’t 

blighted by bad weather. So far we have been very 
lucky in that we have had very positive responses 
from everyone we’ve dealt with. When we sent out 
invitations to the opening evening, we weren’t sure 
how many people would come - but so many people 
have confirmed attendance we’re starting to worry 
we might have too many! We are delighted with the 
artists’ enthusiasm - they have submitted some great 
work in different mediums and are keen to get the 
exhibition up and running. 
 

For more information, visit www.theartgarden.org. 
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VERITY BONNEY 
SECRECTARY, THE ART 
GARDEN TEAM 

Summer Ball Cultural Day 

Events in the Ustinov Calendar 



 Out & About —travel special 
One of the advan-
tages of studying in 

Durham is its close proximity to so many interest-
ing and exciting places – large cities in Europe, 
Asia and Africa are just an airplane ride away 
from the airports in Newcastle, Tees Valley and, 
to those willing to take a longish train or coach 
ride first, London.  With the relative freedom that 
the flexibly-structured schedules of postgraduate 
programmes at Durham affords, a Ustinov student 
can take a short break from their studies with a 
trip to a particular place they may have wanted to 
visit for some time.  International students from 
such far-flung locations as the Americas and east 
Asia may value the opportunity to visit places in 
the British Isles and Europe that are much more 
difficult, time-consuming and expensive to reach 
from their native lands.  Ustinov College is de-
lighted to see so many of its students making 
these short trips abroad, and to better facilitate its 
students’ safe and enjoyable international travels, 
the Ustinovian proudly presents this quick guide 
to short trips abroad. 
 

As short of cash as students are (especially 
postgrads), the recent abun-
dance of budget airlines with 
very affordable fares to many 
international locations is a 
godsend.  However, not all 
airlines are created equal, 
and it is best to shop around 
for the flights that fit the pro-
spective traveler’s desires 
and needs as well as their 
price-range before making a decision.  Some of 
the most popular providers are EasyJet, RyanAir 
and Thomas Cook, and information on their flights 
and the airports from which they fly is available at 
www.ryanair.com, www.easyjet.com, and 
www.thomascook.com.  (Information about flights 
from Newcastle’s airport is available at 
www.newcastleairport.com.)  There are, however, 
many other flight providers, some better equipped 
for travel to certain countries than others.  Ger-
manwings, for example, specializes in affordable 
travel to and from German-speaking countries.   

 
Accommodation in large cities can be very expen-
sive, and often a traveler will choose a destination 
simply because they have a friend there who may 
also be able to offer them a free place to stay!  
For those visiting countries or cities in which they 
know no one (yet), youth hostels and small bed-
and-breakfast inns can provide a cheap alterna-
tive to regular hotels.  There are several chains of 
youth hostels in Europe, two of the most familiar 
being YHA (Youth Hostel Association—

www.yha.org.uk) and the world-wide organisation HI 
(Hostelling International—www.hihostels.com).  An-
other alternative to the often delightful but scarily ex-
pensive hotel option is camping, though this of course 
requires having the necessary equipment, not to men-
tion the disposition that enjoys that type of thing.  No 
matter what the accommodation, travelers are advised 
to do their homework before booking at any particular 
accommodation or campsite.   
 
One of the most crucial steps in planning a short trip 
abroad is finding out the entry clearance requirements 
for the foreign country to which you will be traveling.  
This is particularly important for non-EU international 
students, but every prospective traveler should check 
the entry clearance requirements for the particular 
country or countries they plan to visit well beforehand.  
Durham University’s International Student Adviser 
Linsey Finnemore recommends applying for entry 
clearance two months in advance, if possible. Applica-
tion processing times vary, and a person does not want 
to show up in a foreign airport without the proper visa.  
Finnemore knows many students who have arrived in a 
foreign airport only to be put on the next flight back to 

where they came from, simply 
because they did not have the 
correct entry clearance.  In these 
matters, it is best to err on the 
side of caution.  Each foreign 
embassy in the UK has a web-
site, at which all such application 
procedures would be detailed.  
Though a quick web-search 
should turn up the desired web-

site(s) very quickly, Finnemore encourages students 
who need help with any of these matters to e-mail her 
at international.office@dur.ac.uk with their queries.  For 
students who are planning on visiting several European 
countries in succession, Schengen visas are an excel-
lent help.  This scheme allows the traveler to apply for 
a visa to the first EEC-country they are visiting, after 
which they may travel freely within the fifteen countries 
in the “Schengen space.” Information on Schengen 
visas is also available from the International Office. 
 

Finally, many students will find it most suitable to find 
a package deal at one of the many travel agencies in 
Durham or Newcastle.  This has the advantage of hav-
ing most of the travel details, such as flight, accommo-
dation and often car rental or touring schedule ar-
ranged in advance for a set price.  Though it is always 
best to check directly with the embassy or embassies in 
question, Linsey Finnemore reports that Durham travel 
agencies are good about providing information and tak-
ing care of the visa details within their package deals.  
In particular, she highly recommends STA travel, the 
travel agency devoted primarily to students.  
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Allison Weeter visits some Gaudí attractions 

Probably my favor-
ite part of living in England is the 
ease with which I can leave it. 
Rather difficult to hit Spain for a 
few days when it takes you a day 
of flying to get there, as it would 
from Oklahoma. However, from 
Durham, it is easy to catch a 
cheap flight to the Continent and 
spend a few days somewhere 
warmer (and sunnier).  Although 
there are times when I am cer-
tain that there is nowhere more 
beautiful than Durham, there are 
also times when I need to forget 
studies, and this year one of 
those times fell on my birthday. I 
wanted to go to Spain, so I 
checked out economy flights, 
hostels, wunderground.com to 
see average seasonal forecasts, 
official tourist sites, a couple of 
travel websites comparing cities, 
and ultimately decided on Barce-
lona. 

I’m usually super-
organized with trips, but I was so 
tired that this one was more re-
laxed. I spent most of the day 
just walking around, enjoying the 
city, but I managed to hit a few of 
the tourist attractions. Spain, 
unlike England, stays open far 

into the night, so I was able to go 
shopping or eat quite late, giving 
me more hours in my day to wan-
der about. I mostly stayed within 
walking distance of my hostel, 
since the Gothic Quarter con-
tained most of what particularly 
interested me, but when I did take 
public transport, it was very easy, 
which is good—being from Okla-
homa, public transport still easily 
confuses me. However, Barcelona 
is known for its unusual architec-
ture, so, whenever possible, I 
walked. 

When I first arrived and 
dumped my luggage at the hostel, 
I walked down to Plaça Catalunya 
and met friends who had already 
arrived.  We immediately set off 
down Las Ramblas on our way to 
Port Vell.  Las Ramblas has the 
normal amount of tacky souvenir 
shops (sometimes exactly what I 
want) but also has lots of street 
artists: painting, singing, dancing, 
or, and this was distinctive, being 
living art. 

The next day required 
more serious sightseeing, so we 
headed to La Sagrada Familia.  It 
was astounding.  I love churches 
and have seen more than a few, 
but I can honestly say that this 
was the most unique I’ve ever vis-
ited.  Begun by Gaudí, it’s been 
under construction since 1883.  
However, you can still enter it and 
admire what it will become.  Once 
you do, it’s hard to decide whether 
the impressive outside, the towers, 
the sculptures, the detailed fa-
cades, is superior to the stained 
glass windows, the arches, the 
unusual lines of the building 
within.  Rather than being dark, as 
many cathedrals are, and as the 
almost grotesquely beautiful out-
side would imply, the inside of the 
cathedral is made largely of white 
stones and, combined with the 
light let in from the many windows, 
gives a feeling not only of space 
but also of airiness.  And, being a 
fan of staircases, I was pleased to 
see a random winding one inside.  
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You cannot go up that one, but there 
is an elevator that takes you up into 
the completed towers.  There are sev-
eral still under construction, but there 
are quite a few that you can wander 
about in, and it is wandering.  You 
can back and forth between the tow-
ers, sometimes outside, sometimes 
inside, ducking into alcoves along the 
way for glimpses of Barcelona from 
above.  Combining this with Parc 
Güell, which we visited right after, 
made me feel a bit like Alice in Won-
derland (thanks to Barcelona for in-
stalling escalators up the hill to the 
Parc btw). 

I could bore you further with 
specific details of my sightseeing (one 
room in the Picasso museum contain-
ing dozens of pictures which were all 
his interpretations of one of my favor-
ite paintings by Velasquez captivated 
me) or the many nice restaurants I 
ate at while there (I managed to sit 
next to Americans who, like me, 
wanted fried chicken tapas), or get-
ting ice cream on the way back to the 
hotel after midnight (which seems a 
luxury after this time in England), but 
really, I just feel like I should para-
phrase Bill Bryson and say about Bar-
celona what he said about Durham: 
“Haven’t been to Barcelona?  GO!  
Take my car!”  I don’t have a car, and 
it would be a pain to drive there, but 
he didn’t mean it literally either. 

BARCELONA 



 

Having 
decided to escape Durham for a destination 
served by one of the low cost airlines for a short 
break at Easter, I thought of the south of France 
(easyjet to Nice).  Truth be told, I’m not much of a 
beach person (pale Scottish complexion and sun-
shine don’t really mix), but I do like a short city 
break, so thought better of the Cote d’Azur for a 
trip to Krakow. 
 
I’m glad I did. It’s wonderful.  I needn’t have wor-
ried about there being enough to do for 6 days in 
this small city.  It was April, so not exactly warm 
(Nice would have been a better bet for the 
weather), but I wasn’t drenched by torrential rain 
(as in Paris last May), or frozen as on the Gaudí 
trail (in Barcelona the previous year).   
 
Krakow is rare among central European towns in 
not having suffered much damage during World 
War 2, so most of the historic centre, the Stare 
Miasto, remains intact. 
 
To get to the city centre from my hotel (a bit like 
walking from Howlands to the Market Place), I 
walked along the river bank, the Vistula, with an 
astounding view of Wawel Hill (photo top left). 
The former seat of the country’s rulers, the site 
contains a castle, and cathedral and other historic 
buildings, and merits the best part of a day. 
From Wawel Hill, a short walk through busy (but 
very attractive) shopping streets, takes you to the 
main square, Rynek Główny, the largest medieval 
square in Europe, and an excellent place for a 

A Kraking place to visit 

In the other direction from the Wawel, you come to 
Kazimierz, the former Jewish Quarter, where you 
may recognise locations from the film Schindler’s List. 
If you want to see Schindler’s factory, it’s quite a way 
down over on the other side of the river, then through 
a piece of waste ground—we were the only tourists 
that afternoon making the trip. 
Outside of Krakow, the Wieliczka salt mines impress.  
You can go on an organised tour from Krakow for 120 
zloty, or you can take one of the many minibuses for 
3 zloties each way, then pay 61 zl for your ticket, sav-
ing a fair bit for little extra effort.   
A little further away is Auschwitz-Birkenau, again ac-
cessible by public transport (though I booked a tour 
due to lack of time).  Although a disturbing place for a 
sightseeing trip, Auschwitz exists whether we choose 
to visit or not.  I chose to visit. Only guided tours are 
permitted, so it’s not possible to see all the different 
exhibits, but the photos of inmates with dates they 
arrived (young and healthy) and the dates they left (in 
wooden boxes) so close together, and the rooms full 
of human hair I found most moving.  Birkenau is 
shocking because of its sheer size and to see the 
appalling living conditions inmates endured in their 
short time there. 
If you haven’t been to Krakow, then go as soon as 
you can, before it loses some of its small city, not 
quite yet discovered by the whole world charm (and 
before the prices go up—it’s still very affordable, par-
ticularly outside the Stare Miasto).  Both easyjet and 
jet2.com fly to Krakow, with the times of jet2 flights 
being more convenient.   

THERESA MCKINVEN IS SERIOUSLY 
IMPRESSED BY A POLISH GEM 
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Going to Newcastle or Tees Valley Airports?  
Jovial Hire (who run the DUS Nightbus) are of-
fering a fixed price of £30 for one person, + £5 
each additional passenger in the group each 
way for Ustinov staff and students.  Telephone 
07716 661 662 for more information.   



 

 
Hi there, 
 
This is the first report from the hub of operations at Ustinov. The ops team are 
fronted by those debonair uniformed gentlemen in the Porters Lodge in Fisher 
House and are supported by the ops team based in the Cedar Block’s ground floor. 
In there you will find finance, accommodation, housekeeping, estates management 
and least of all me-the bursar. Additionally we also have Carol in the café. 
 
Our purpose is to support the Principal, Senior Tutor and the welfare team in the smooth running of the 
accommodation needs at Howlands and Dryburn. 
 
This last term we have instigated several improvement programmes including re-cycling ,e--mail mainte-
nance problem logging, safer car parking, improved fire alarm testing at Howlands and Dryburn ,and 
housekeeping checks. 
Our goals, strategies and performance indicators can be seen at any time on the Ops notice board at the 
rear entrance of the Barn. 
 
Also this term we ran the first of many ‘Helpdesks’ in the café area and we will extend these in the new 
term in September to include all aspects of our operational service. We are also represented on most com-
mittees with the sole purpose of listening and improving our service to you. 
 
Future activity will include responding to your bar and café survey comments and providing you with an 
enhanced service and improvements to the furniture and ambience of the common areas. 
 
We look forward to meeting you all and our door is always open. Please come and discuss any aspects-
good or bad-of our operational service to you. 

If you have a problem, hire the A-Team!  
PAUL METCALFE, BURSAR 
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To everyone graduating next week.  Well done and good 
luck for the future.  We hope you’ll keep in touch and look 
forward to hearing about your exciting new prospects.   
 
Double Congratulations to Becky Mollon, who many of you 
will know in the College Office.  Becky has just found out 
that she has received an Upper Second degree from the 
Open University.  Becky has been studying part-time while 
working at Ustinov, and has completed her degree in the 
three years she’s been with us.  Becky was also recently 
promoted to Admissions Secretary, and is now working 
with the Senior Tutor. 
 
Taking over from Becky as Student Services Secretary is 
Claire Ambrosini, who now works with the College Adminis-
trator and the College Accountant.  Claire joined the col-
lege less than 2 years ago as a Modern Apprentice, and 
finished her apprenticeship after only just over a year.  Not 
long after, Claire was promoted to Student Services Secre-
tary.  Congratulations!    

Congratulations! 


