
RULES FOR THE FORM OF COMPOSITIONS  
AND FOR THEIR SUBMISSION  

FOR HIGHER DEGREES IN MUSIC  
 
These Rules apply to compositions submitted for the D.Mus., Ph.D. and M.Mus. 
 
 1. Two copies of all the items to be examined must be submitted (a third copy may be required for 
the D.Mus.). If candidates are successful one copy will be deposited in the University Library, subject to 
conditions approved by Council. The other copy submitted will normally be deposited with the Department 
of Music. Senate has agreed that candidates may be allowed to submit their work in the first instance in a 
temporary but secure container, but the official Pass List will not be issued until two copies of the 
submission are deposited with the Graduate School Office in the format described below. 
 2. Compositions must be individually bound, with the candidate's name, the title of the composition, the 
name of the degree for which the work is submitted and the year of the submission on the front cover.  The 
compositions, and all additional materials that form part of the submission, should be enclosed in a stiff 
board box, no larger than international A3 in size, the spine of which must be lettered with the candidate's 
name, the year of submission, and the words "Compositions for [degree title]". 
 3. Compositions may be presented either in clear and legible manuscript, or in computer processed form. 
Scores should be no larger than A3, paginated and fully edited for performance. A full list of 
instrumentation, including doublings, must be included, stating whether the score is in C or whether 
instruments transpose. If a composition employs a text, a copy of the words must appear at the front of the 
score, with the name of the author, title of the source, and publisher. In the case of compositions consisting 
wholly or in part of electroacoustic material the tape must be submitted in an acceptable format. Candidates 
are referred to the document Format of a Composition Submission (available from the Department of Music) 
for further information on the presentation of both notated and electroacoustic materials. 
 4. Where a commentary is required it should, as far as possible, be laser-printed or typewritten on 
international A4 paper of good quality, and securely bound with the candidate's name, the name of the 
degree for which the work is submitted and the year of submission on the front cover. 
 5. Candidates must also submit: 
 (a) A statement to the effect that the compositions are the candidate's own unaided work and that they 

have not been submitted for a degree in this or any other University. 
 (b) A certificate from the supervisor that the candidate has satisfactorily completed the required course 

if the Regulations for the degree require candidates to undertake supervised study. 
 (c) A certificate that their tuition fees have been paid if the degree is one for which a course of 

supervised study is required. 
 (d) A declaration that the candidate is willing that the component materials, if approved for a degree and 

deposited in the University Library, may, at the discretion of the Librarian, be made available for 
consultation by bona fide scholars either without delay or after a stated period not exceeding five 
years. 

 
NOTE: 
The University Library will not allow any person to consult a work unless they undertake to observe strict conditions designed to 
preserve the copyright which remains with the composer. 
 
Copies of the works and accompanying documents for the above degrees should be sent to the Graduate 
School Office, University of Durham, University Office, Old Elvet, Durham, DH1 3HP. 
 
 


