
RULES RELATING TO POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS
UNDERTAKING PERIODS OF RESIDENT FULL-TIME STUDY

__________

NOTE:- All postgraduate students must be able to satisfy the course requirements for the Degree or
Diploma for which they wish to read prescribed in the special regulations for the qualification concerned.
The following rules relate to all such students, required or intending from the beginning of their courses to
undertake periods of resident full-time study, or electing and permitted to do so subsequently, who must be
members of a College or Society. They are supplementary to the special regulations for particular
postgraduate courses which are printed and must be consulted separately.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATURE - STATEMENT OF PERIOD OF
STUDY AND NATURE OF COURSE

(For students commencing in or after October 1998)

 1. All students wishing to read for Higher Degrees must, at the time of application for approval of
candidature, make clear the intended period and the nature of their courses in respect of full or part-time
study.

The Graduate School Committee will state, at the time of approval of candidature, what shall be the
candidate's anticipated total period of study and whether the period stated shall be spent wholly in full-time
study, partly in full-time and partly in part-time study, or wholly in part-time study. Any subsequent
proposal that the length and/or nature of a candidate's course should be varied must be approved by the
Graduate School Committee in accordance with 3 below.

The length and nature of the course in respect of full-time study only or full and part-time study as
stated will not in most cases exceed the requirements of the relevant degree regulations. It is recognised,
however, that in certain cases and following consultation between the student, their department and the
College/Society concerned, a period of full-time study longer than the minimum required, or which is not
required by regulation but which would be undertaken voluntarily, may be proposed and approved. It is also
recognised that students initially embarking on a course of full-time, full and part-time or part-time study
only may subsequently wish to extend or enter upon a period of full-time study.
 2. Periods of study for the various higher degrees by research offered within the University will normally
be stated in periods of consecutive terms by the Graduate School Committee as follows:

Ed.D.
Either (a) 9 terms resident full-time study.
Or (b) *§6 terms full-time study plus 6 terms part-time study.
Or (c) 3 terms full-time study plus 12 terms part-time study.
Or (d) 18 terms part-time study.

Ph.D.
Either (a) 9 terms resident full-time study.
Or (b) *§6 terms full-time study plus 6 terms part-time study.
Or (c) 3 terms full-time study plus 12 terms part-time study.
Or (d) 18 terms part-time study.

M.Litt., M.Mus., M.Ed., M.Phil.
Either (a) 6 terms resident full-time study (2 years in the case of M.Phil. and M.Ed.).
Or (b) §3 terms resident full-time study plus 3 terms part-time study (1 year full-time plus

  1 year part-time in the case of M.Phil.).
Or (c) 9 terms part-time study (3 years in the case of M.Phil. and M.Ed.).

M.A., M.Jur., M.Sc.
Either (a) 3 terms resident full-time study.
Or (b) a longer period e.g. 6 terms resident full-time study.
Or (c) in cases where part-time study is provided for in the regulations for the degree concerned,

6 terms part-time study.
M.Theol. (Regulations for joint programme with Tübingen University)



Candidates studying in Durham - 3 terms resident full-time study or 2 terms resident full-time study and
2 terms part-time study.

Master's degrees, Postgraduate and Advanced Diplomas, Diplomas, Postgraduate and Advanced Certificates
and other postgraduate qualifications by taught course have varied periods and modes of study, which are
stated in the course regulations.

* If not more than 3 of the 6 terms full-time study are to be spent at some other approved place of study or research, the
period in question shall be specified.
§ If the first year of the course is to be regarded as a year of part-time study undertaken before the candidate comes into
residence, this shall be specified.  Candidates permitted to count the first year of their course as a part-time year must,
however, have been offered membership of a College/Society before they commence their course. Such membership
during a period of part-time study will be regarded as membership for the purposes of registration and tuition fee payment
only unless candidates specify that they wish to enjoy full 'social membership' during this period and pay the appropriate
additional fees as specified in section 9 below.

 3. If at any time during a Higher Degree course, as initially described, candidates on departmental advice
wish to extend or enter upon a period of resident full-time study, they must seek the approval of the Graduate
School Committee for their intentions. If approval is given the Committee will state what the period, or
additional period, of resident full-time study shall be. If permission to extend or enter upon a period of
resident full-time study has the effect of reducing the total period of study required, this will also be made
clear.
 4. If at any time during a Higher Degree course, as initially described, candidates, with departmental
support, wish to reduce an approved period of resident full-time study in circumstances where this period
was in excess of the minimum required in the regulations for the degree concerned, they must also seek the
approval of the Graduate School Committee for their proposal. If approval is given, the Committee will state
what the reduced period of resident full-time study shall be. Where the course requirements of the degree
regulations concerned can only be met by the completion of an alternative additional period of part-time
study, the Committee will also state what further period must be spent in registered part-time study before
degree course requirements can be satisfied.

No student may be permitted to register as a part-time candidate for any period originally approved in
their case as a period of full-time study without the further approval of the Graduate School Committee.

RESIDENCE IN UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE/SOCIETY
CONTROLLED PROPERTY WHERE ALLOCATED

 5. Candidates who have been allocated University or College/Society controlled accommodation during a
stated period of resident full-time study may normally expect to be allowed to continue in occupancy of this
or similarly controlled accommodation throughout the period concerned although where the accommodation
allocated is within a college the occupation will be subject to conditions laid down by the college. Their
position at the end of the stated period of full-time study shall be governed by the following rules:

(a) If candidates' courses have been stated to be ones consisting entirely of resident full-time study and
the candidates have not at the end of the stated period of the course completed their thesis for
presentation or otherwise satisfied examination requirements the College/Society concerned may
exercise discretion in allowing them up to one term's further residence in this accommodation as
a 'grace'.

(b) If candidates' courses have been stated as periods consisting partly of resident full-time study and
partly of part-time study, candidates will not normally* be permitted to remain in this
accommodation after the end of the stated period of full-time study since they will have been able to
foresee the need for removal, after the stated period of residence, from the outset of their course.
    Discretion to extend the occupancy of accommodation allocated for a strictly limited time beyond
that envisaged in 5(a) and (b) will be exercised by the authority named in 5(a) only in the most
exceptional circumstances.

*If, less usually, candidates are permitted to begin their course by part-time study and to complete it by full-time study,
the College/Society concerned may exercise discretion as in rule 5(a).

FEES

 6. All fees due from candidates who undertake resident full-time study for the whole or for a part of the
total period of their course, shall be paid via their College/Society.



 7. Throughout any stated period of resident full-time study candidates shall pay the full annual fees due
to the University and to their College/Society from matriculated full-time students according to their Faculty.
(Candidates permitted to count a period of full-time study at an institution elsewhere in the place of resident
full-time study in Durham remain liable to pay the appropriate Tuition Fee to the University, but account
will be taken of any fees payable to the other institution. If it can be shown that the candidate's fee liability
towards the institution is the same or greater than it is in Durham, the University will waive its right to the
Tuition Fee in the year concerned. If it is less, the University may claim a sum equal to the amount by which
the Durham fee exceeds that payable to the other institution.)
 8. Throughout any stated period of part-time study candidates shall pay the appropriate annual Tuition
Fee due to the University from matriculated part-time students.
 9. All candidates undertaking part-time as well as full-time study as part of their total course shall be
asked to declare when entering upon their period of part-time study whether they wish to enter upon or to
retain 'social membership' of their College/Society and 'social membership' of College/Society and
University student organisations. If their answers are affirmative, they shall also pay such fees as the
College/Society may require for the period of part-time study concerned.
10. If at the end of the stated total period of their course candidates have not completed their thesis for
presentation or otherwise satisfied examination requirements, they shall, during any subsequent period
during which they are permitted to continue as candidates for the degree, re-register annually and pay the
Continuation Fee direct to the University.
11. All candidates re-registering after their stated course has been completed and paying the Continuation
Fee (see 10 above) shall be asked to declare whether or not they wish to retain 'social membership' of their
College/Society and 'social membership' of College/Society and University student organisations. If their
answers are in the affirmative they shall also pay such fees as the College/Society may require on a termly
basis.
12. If candidates' courses have been ones consisting entirely of resident full-time study and the appropriate
authority has exercised discretion at the end of the stated course in allowing them up to one term's further
residence in University or College/Society controlled accommodation (see 5(a) and note to 5(b) above), the
candidates shall be required to pay such fees as the College/Society may require for the period concerned. If
thereafter, they have still to complete their examination requirements, their position as candidates who will
have paid the Continuation Fee is governed by 11 above.
13. If, for exceptional reasons, candidates are permitted to remain for a strictly limited time in University
or College/Society controlled accommodation during a period after the total period of their course has been
completed beyond the one term's 'grace' residence mentioned in 5(a) and 12 above or during a required
period of part-time study within the total period of their course, they shall be required to pay such fees as the
College/Society may require on a termly basis.


