
DIPLOMA IN ADVANCED ARABIC (T6E512)

 1. Students wishing to be admitted to the Centre for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies as candidates for
the Diploma in Advanced Arabic must be graduates of this or another approved University, or possess some
other appropriate qualification. Applicants will be expected to be able to function in Arabic as well as
Durham undergraduate students at the beginning of their penultimate year. Applicants will normally have
either (i) a first degree with less than 50% devoted to Arabic, or (ii) at least two years' intensive first-hand
experience of Arabic in the Arab world. Applicants with previous formal qualifications in Arabic will be
required to present documentary evidence of these qualifications. Applicants without formal qualifications in
Arabic will normally be required to present a portfolio of their own materials in Arabic. Applicants who
are unable to present satisfactory evidence of their standard in Arabic will be required to sit and pass an
initial placement test for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic in Durham before the start of the academic year.
The test will last for one hour and will consist of a translation from Arabic to English.  Candidates who have
graduated with Honours in Arabic or who are native speakers of the language are ineligible to take the
Diploma.
 2. Candidates must matriculate and reside for three terms in the University, and Keep Term as provided in
paragraph 1 of Section V of the University General Regulations. Failure so to do will render a student liable
to be required to withdraw from the University under the provisions of that section.
 3. If applicants are not native speakers of English they must demonstrate proficiency in English.
 4. Application should be made to the Admissions Officer for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic, Centre for
Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies. Candidates will not in all cases be required to attend for interview.
Written documentation should be provided with the application of any previous formal qualifications in
Arabic.
 5. The Diploma in Advanced Arabic comprises a three terms full-time postgraduate Diploma course,
starting in October (start of Michaelmas Term). The Diploma combines advanced study of Arabic with a
course option relating to the Middle East.
 6. The syllabus for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic comprises:

1. English>Arabic translation
2. Written academic and literary Arabic
3. Written media Arabic
4. Essay writing and précis in Arabic
5. Oral/colloquial Arabic
6. Aural Arabic
7. Arabic computer texts
8. Tutorial
9. One non-language course, to be taken from the list of approved postgraduate courses offered

within the Centre.
All units except the non-language course (unit 9) are taken throughout the Michaelmas, Epiphany

and Easter Terms. The syllabus for the non-language course is in accordance with the standard syllabus
for the particular course chosen.

 7. Candidates are examined in May/June in the following papers:
(1) Written Arabic 1
(2) Written Arabic 2
(3) Oral/Aural Arabic
(4) An option chosen from graduate courses within the Centre or the Faculty related to the

Middle East.
It is necessary to pass each paper for the award of the Diploma.

 8. Candidates who fail any of the May/June examinations will be permitted to resit them once in
August/September of the same year.
 9. There will be a course committee for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic, appointed by the Board of
Studies.
10. Candidates for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic are required to obtain at least 40% in all examinations.
Candidates who obtain an average of 70% or more will be awarded a Distinction. If candidates have
obtained a Distinction in the Diploma, the Diploma certificate shall include a statement to that effect. If
candidates have obtained a Distinction in the Oral/Aural examination, the Diploma certificate shall include a
statement to that effect.
11. The Board of Examiners is the same as that for taught postgraduate degrees in the Centre for Middle
Eastern and Islamic Studies.
12. A candidate registered for the Diploma in Advanced Arabic has the right to appeal against academic
decisions relating to his/her candidature in accordance with the Academic Appeals Regulations contained in
Section VII of the General Regulations printed in the University Calendar.


