
DEGREE OF MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
BY DISTANCE LEARNING (N1D117)

1. Candidates with approved qualifications as set out below may be admitted to the degree of Master of
Business Administration on complying with the requirements of these regulations.
2. In order to be considered by the University as candidates, applicants must apply to the Business School
in the first instance. Applications will be forwarded for approval to the Graduate School Committee. Those
whose applications are approved will be so notified by the University.
3. All applicants must have a minimum of two years relevant work experience and in addition must
normally be graduates of this or another approved University, or hold an approved professional qualification.
All applicants will be required to provide documentary evidence of qualifications which they hold.
Applicants may also be asked to offer a satisfactory score in the Graduate Management Admission Test
(GMAT).
4. Applicants whose native language is not English will be required to provide evidence of their
competence in the English language, normally through an approved test.
5. Students will be required to abide by the General Regulations of the University.
6. All students are required to Keep Term as provided in paragraph 1 of Section V of the University
General Regulations.  Failure so to do will render a student liable to be required to withdraw from the
University under the provisions of that section.
7. Approved candidates may register for the degree of M.B.A. at any time in the year. Students who have
been examined at Stage 1 or 2 may commence their studies for the next Stage on a provisional basis.  If
subsequently permitted to proceed unconditionally they must confirm their registration within three months
of notification, if not so permitted they must suspend their studies for the Stage for which they are
provisionally registered until permitted to proceed or required to withdraw.  In all cases enrolment must be
completed not less than six months before the relevant examination.
8. Candidates will normally be required, as part of the approved course, to attend residential seminars in
Durham, or in other approved centres, in two of the first three stages.
9. The degree will be awarded on:

  (a) The completion of a programme of study as set out below.  This must be completed normally within
eight years of initial registration and will include any additional time allowed for
re-examination.  Candidates must normally complete each stage within a period of three years.

  (b) A performance satisfactory to the Board of Examiners in the written examinations, course work and
the dissertation or business report.

10. The examiners may, at their discretion, award the degree of M.B.A. with Distinction.  To be considered
for the award with Distinction, candidates must have submitted a dissertation of Distinction standard.
11. The Advanced Diploma in Business Administration will be awarded to candidates who achieve the
required standard for the award of the Advanced Diploma in Stages 1 and 2 but who do not successfully
complete Stages 3 and 4.
12. Except where Section  15 below applies, candidates must have completed and submitted all assignments
required in the programme of study below for a particular stage before the examination and must pass in all
elements which are examined by the Board of Examiners before being permitted to register for the next stage
of the programme of study, or in the case of Stage 4, before being eligible for consideration for the award of
the degree.
13. The examinations will be held each year in April and in August.  Examinations will be held in Durham
and in such other centres as may be approved by the University. Candidates must complete an entry form for
each examination or re-examination which must be received by the University not less than  three months
before the relevant examination. Candidates must normally attempt all four examination papers at one
occasion (except in the case of resits) and submit any required examined coursework assignment at the same
occasion.  Any exception requires the prior approval of the Graduate School Committee or the Programme
Director.  Within the first two years of registration for a particular stage candidates may defer to the next
occasion, suspend studies or split examinations, provided notice to that effect is received by the University
before the date of the examination and provided the permitted duration on the programme will not be
exceeded.  Within the permitted duration of a Stage, the Programme Director may approve deferral and the
splitting of examinations between occasions; all other exceptions require approval by the Graduate School
Committee.
14. Candidates who are unsuccessful in any Stage of the programme will normally be permitted by the
Board of Examiners to enter for re-examination in the failed element(s) on one further occasion only,
normally on the next ordinary occasion of the examination.
15. The Board of Examiners may permit a candidate who has failed one element of the examination to
register for the subsequent stage of the programme. Such candidates will be required to be re-examined in
that element, normally on the next ordinary occasion of the examination.
16. Candidates are required, as a condition of maintaining their registration with the University, to pay all
tuition fees as may from time to time be approved.



17. A candidate registered for the degree of Master of Business Administration by Distance Learning has
the right to appeal against academic decisions relating to his/her candidature in accordance with the
Academic Appeals Regulations contained in Section VII of the General Regulations printed in the University
Calendar.

Note:  The University has approved a Grievance Procedure for Postgraduates, copies of which may be obtained from the
Registrar via the Graduate School office or from the President of DSU.

PROGRAMME OF STUDY

Stage 1
Course 11 Organisational Behaviour
Course 12 Marketing Principles
Course 13 Accounting Fundamentals
Course 14 Quantitative Methods and Economics
Assessment: Four elements comprising an examined course work assignment and one two-hour

examination paper in each course.

Stage 2
Course 21 Human Resource Management
Course 22 Strategic Marketing
Course 23 Financial Management
Course 24 Information Systems
Assessment: Four elements comprising an examined course work assignment and one two-hour

examination paper in each course.

Stage 3
Course 31 Business Policy
Course 36 Operations Management

and two elective courses chosen from a list including the following:
Course 32 International Business
Course 33 Project Management
Course 34 International Marketing
Course 35 Managerial Economics
Course 37 Quality Assurance Management
Course 38 Small Business Management
Assessment:    Four elements comprising one two-hour examination paper in each course.

Stage 4
Candidates will normally be expected to complete Stage 3 and pass the examinations thereon before
proceeding to Stage 4.  However, candidates undertaking a project may register for Stage 4 concurrently
with Stage 3.
Project: A project, on a topic approved by the Business School, will be undertaken by

candidates in the country where the candidate is normally resident. Supervision of the
project will be under arrangements approved by the University.

Assessment: Submission of a dissertation on the project undertaken, not exceeding 15,000 words.
The dissertation, which must be in typewritten form, must be received by the
University for examination not later than 30 April or 31 August to be examined on the
relevant occasion of examination.

Candidates may, if they are unable to offer a suitable project, be permitted to take two additional elective
courses from the list offered for Stage 3, together with a business report, on a subject approved by the
Business School.

Business Report: A business report, on a subject approved by the Business School, will be undertaken by
candidates who are unable to offer a project.

Assessment: Three elements comprising one two-hour examination paper in each course and the
business report. Submission of a written report, on the subject approved by the
Business School, between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length. The report, which must be



in typewritten form, must be received by the University for examination not later than
30 April of the year in which the candidate is examined at  Stage 4.

Note:  Additions, deletions or changes may be made to the courses but the general character of the programme will be
maintained. Candidates will be examined in the courses current for each stage of the programme at the time of their
registration for that Stage.  The submission of one tutor-assessed assignment for each course is required before candidates
attempt their Stages 1 and 2 examinations. The submission of two tutor-assessed assignments for each course is required
before candidates attempt their Stage 3 examinations.


