
DEGREE OF MASTER OF LAWS
(INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN LEGAL STUDIES) (M3K016)

 1. The following may be admitted to the degree of Master of Laws (International and European Legal
Studies) on complying with these regulations:

(i) A graduate of this University or of another approved University or institution holding a good
Honours degree in Law;

(ii) A graduate of this University or of another approved University or institution holding a good
Honours degree in which Law has formed a major constituent part;

(iii) A graduate of this University or of another approved institution holding a good Honours degree in
any subject and who has qualified as a barrister or solicitor in the United Kingdom.

(iv) Any other candidate whose qualifications and experience satisfy the Graduate School Committee
that they are suitably qualified to undertake the course.

 2.   As a matriculation requirement students whose native language is not English must have shown
evidence of general proficiency in the English language by normally achieving 7.0 or higher in IELTS or
600 or higher in TOEFL.
 3. Prospective candidates must apply through the Registrar to the Graduate School Committee for
approval as candidates for the degree. They must have consulted and gained the approval of the Chairman or
Chairwoman of the Board of Studies in Law for their candidature before their application may be formally
considered by the Graduate School Committee.
 4. Candidates must gain admission to a College or recognised Society in the University.
 5. The course for the degree of Master of Laws (International and European Legal Studies) will commence
in October at the beginning of the Michaelmas Term and will continue until 15 September of the following
year.
 6. Candidates are required to spend three consecutive terms in residence in the full-time study of the
course. Residence is not required between the end of the third term and 15 September of the relevant year.
 7. All students are required to Keep Term as provided in paragraph 1 of Section V of the University
General Regulations. Failure so to do will render a student liable to be required to withdraw from the
University under the provisions of that section.
 8. Candidates undertaking full-time study may accept paid duties in the University if the time given
thereto during term, including time required for preparation, does not exceed six hours per week.
 9. The Graduate School Committee may permit the interruption of a candidate's course for a period to be
specified by the Committee in each instance.
10. Candidates wishing to spend a period away from Durham for the purposes of their course or for other
good reason must obtain permission from the Graduate School Committee.
11. Candidates are required to study four equivalent papers appointed for the degree.

(i) The examination shall consist of equivalent papers in the following subjects:
Fundamentals of International Law (Law51030), and
Fundamentals of European Community Law (Law51230)).

The Course Director shall, under the authority of the Chairman or Chairwoman of the Board of
Studies in Law, review a candidate's academic record with a view to determining whether a
candidate must be excluded or may be exempted from either or both of the core papers. In carrying
out such a review, the Course Director shall take account of the fact that the teaching and
curriculum of a subject may differ substantially between jurisdictions. Where there is evidence that
the candidate has undertaken an equivalent course or courses at the University of Durham or another
approved higher education establishment, so as to render the pursuance of the core course or courses
unnecessary, an exclusion may be imposed or an exemption granted. Candidates who have been
exempted or excluded from either or both of the core courses shall be examined on an equivalent
paper in lieu of each paper excluded, to be selected from lists (A) or (B) below.

(ii) The examination shall also consist of two equivalent papers from list (A) or (B) below:

(A) Each of the following papers shall be equivalent to one paper+:
EC External Relations. (LAW51630)
Selected Problems of the International Law of Human Rights.  (LAW51730)
Current Problems of International Law. (LAW51830)
European Legal Theory. (LAW ……)
International Law of Territory and Boundaries. (LAW51130)
EC Competition Law. (LAW51430)
European Social Law. (LAW51530)
Protection of Human Rights in Europe. (LAW52130)
Substantive Law of the European Communities. (LAW51330)



Dissertation I, the main text* of which should not normally exceed 10,000 words. (LAW51930)
The choice of subjects in list (A) shall be determined by the subjects which shall be offered in
any one year and subject to the approval of the Course Director.

+ Not all subjects may be offered in a particular year.
* This excludes appendices, tables, diagrams and photographs.

(B) The following dissertation shall be equivalent to two papers:

Dissertation II, the main text* of which should not normally exceed 20,000 words. (LAW52030)
* This excludes appendices, tables, diagrams and photographs.

12. Candidates may present a dissertation on a subject to be approved in the first term of study by the Board
of Studies in Law, which shall appoint the supervisor. Subsequent changes of dissertation subject may be
approved by the Board of Studies in Law upon request, reasonable cause being shown. No candidate may
opt to present both Dissertation I and Dissertation II. Candidates presenting a dissertation shall lodge the
completed work with the Course Director not later than 15 September of the year following entry.
13. For candidates who have successfully completed the long-term internship programme at the Centre for
International Legal Studies, Salzburg, the following examination assessment scheme shall apply to take into
account the internship spent at the Centre:
    (i) The special scheme shall apply at the option of the candidate who may elect to be assessed in

accordance with the usual regulations applicable to non-Centre candidates.
   (ii) The candidates' examination shall consist of three equivalent papers and an essay of a maximum of

5,000 words.
  (iii) The term "equivalent paper" is used consistent with and subject to the meaning and description

assigned to it in paragraph 11 of the Regulations, 1993-4.
  (iv) The option of writing Dissertation II described in paragraph 11(ii)(b) of the Regulations shall not be

available to the candidates.
   (v) A definitive topic and title of the essay shall be submitted to the Department for approval by the end

of the Michaelmas Term.
  (vi) Subject to the discretion of the Department, the topic of the essay shall (a) have substantial links with

and/or reflect substantially the internship experience gained by the candidate at the Centre; (b) fall
under the general categories of public international law or European Community law; and (c) not be
directly covered in any one or more of the equivalent papers selected by the candidate.

 (vii) (a) The essay shall not have been presented to the Centre in partial fulfilment of the Internship
programme.

(b) The essay shall be prepared and presented exclusively for the successful completion of the LL.M.
programme.  This does not preclude the collection of materials etc. for the essay.

(viii) The presentation of the essay does not preclude the presentation of essays in an assessed essays
scheme forming an integral part of an equivalent paper.

   (ix) The essay shall be due no later than 15 September of the year following entry.
   (x) The Department's Guidelines for Dissertations shall apply to the preparation and presentation of the

essay.
14. The written examinations shall be held in May/June of the relevant year. Before presenting themselves
for examination candidates must have satisfactorily attended courses of instruction in each of the courses
selected.
15. An oral examination will not normally be held but if the Graduate School Committee, after consultation
with the examiners, shall so decide, candidates may be orally examined on their examination subjects or on
the subject of their dissertation or on both.
16. A candidate who is unable due to illness or other reasonable cause to submit course work, other than the
dissertation, for assessment by the required date may apply to the Course Director for an extension of that
date. A candidate who is unable to present a dissertation may similarly apply to the Graduate School
Committee for an extension of that date, to be determined in the light of known circumstances.
17. The Graduate School Committee may, on the recommendation of the examiners, permit an unsuccessful
candidate to re-enter for the examination in the year following the completion of the required period of
study. Such a candidate must re-sit the written examination including, where relevant for particular subjects,
assessed essays and submit a revised dissertation unless the Committee has granted exemption from a part of
the examination. A candidate may re-enter for the examination on one occasion only.
18. Applications for re-entry to the examination must be made to the Examinations Department and must be
accompanied by the appropriate fee. A candidate re-taking the written examination shall sit at the same time
as the candidates in the year following as prescribed in these regulations. A revised dissertation must be
submitted to the Course Director in the following year by the date required in these regulations.
19. The course shall be administered by a Course Director who will be responsible to the Chairman or
Chairwoman of the Board of Studies.



20. Candidates must satisfactorily complete assessed course work and satisfy the examiners in the
examination as a whole.
21. In order to satisfy examiners candidates must demonstrate advanced knowledge of the subject of the
course, including a satisfactory knowledge of the literature of the subject. In the examination papers,
assessed course work and dissertation, the subject must be dealt with in a competent manner. Candidates are
expected to display critical discrimination and a sense of proportion in evaluating evidence and the opinions
of others.
22. The dissertation must be clear, well-written and orderly in arrangement and should not omit essentials
or tend to irrelevance. It is not necessary, however, that candidates' work should constitute an original
contribution to knowledge or be worthy of publication.
23. The examiners may, at their discretion, recommend the award of the degree with Distinction.
24. A candidate registered for the degree of Master of Laws (International and European Legal Studies) has
the right to appeal against academic decisions relating to his/her candidature in accordance with the
Academic Appeals Regulations contained in Section VII of the General Regulations printed in the University
Calendar.

Note: The University has approved a Grievance Procedure for Postgraduates, copies of which may be obtained from the
Registrar via the Graduate School Office or from the President of DSU.


