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DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
BY THESIS

 1. Applicants must be graduates of this or another approved University or possess some other
qualification approved by the Graduate School Committee. They must first discuss their proposals for
advanced study with a teacher in the University and must provide evidence of adequate training and ability
to undertake a course of advanced study in the subject proposed. Thereafter they must make application in
the prescribed form for approval as candidates to the Registrar for the attention of the Graduate School
Committee.
 2. Applicants may be admitted to the degree of Master of Arts of this University on complying with the
requirements of these Regulations.

(a) They must be approved by the Graduate School Committee as candidates for the degree.
(b) They must engage in advanced study under the direction of a teacher in the University appointed

by the Graduate School Committee as their supervisor, and Keep Term as provided in paragraph 1
of Section V of the University General Regulations.  Failure so to do will render a student liable
to be required to withdraw from the University under the provisions of that section.

(c) They must undertake advanced study in a subject approved by the Graduate School Committee.
The results of their study must be satisfactorily presented in a thesis and they must undergo such
examinations as may be prescribed in accordance with the regulations.  In the thesis they are
required to show that they are familiar with, and understand their subject, its principal sources and
authorities and that they have a sufficient knowledge of closely related information.  They should
show critical judgement and a sense of proportion in evaluating evidence and the opinions of
others.  The thesis must be clear, concise, well written and orderly in arrangement and should not
normally exceed 50,000 words in length including footnotes, appendices and excursus but
excluding bibliography and indices.  It must include a list of books and other sources used in
preparing the thesis.

 3. Candidates not already matriculated in the University must matriculate in the first term of their course.
Candidates approved under the provisions of regulation 4(i) must register as full-time postgraduate students
with a college or recognised society in the University.

As a matriculation requirement students whose native language is not English must have shown
evidence of their general proficiency in the English language. If it should appear during the first term of their
course that candidate's attainment in English is not fully adequate for M.A. study, they may be required by
the Graduate School Committee to undertake, at their own expense, an approved course of instruction in the
English language or to withdraw. If such candidates wish to proceed the Committee will then satisfy itself
either that they have become competent to proceed with M.A. study or that their M.A. registration must be
terminated. If such candidates are deemed competent to proceed with M.A. study, the Graduate School
Committee shall determine in each individual case whether any of the period spent in receiving English
language instruction may be counted towards the requirements for the M.A. degree.
 4. Applicants may be approved by the Graduate School Committee:

Either
(i) as candidates whose minimum period of advanced study shall normally be three terms of

consecutive full-time study in the University.
Or

(ii) as candidates whose minimum period of advanced study shall normally be not less than six
terms of part-time study during which the provisions of regulation 6 shall apply.

5. Candidates undertaking full-time study may accept paid duties in the University if the time given
thereto during term, including time required for preparation, does not exceed six hours a week.
 6. During any period of part-time study candidates shall maintain such contact with their supervisor, and
provide their supervisor with such evidence of progress, as their supervisor may require.
7. The Graduate School Committee may permit the interruption of a candidate's course for a period to be
specified by the Committee in each instance.
 8. Throughout the period of supervised study candidates must submit a written report on the progress of
the work, each term, to their supervisor. Supervisors must report annually in writing on each student's
progress, both to the student and to the Graduate School Committee. Students must report on their progress
annually in writing to their supervisors and to the Graduate School Committee, until a thesis is submitted or
the candidature lapses. More frequent reports may be required by the Graduate School Committee.
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 9. Candidates may not submit their thesis for examination before the beginning of the term in which their
course of supervised study is completed.

If candidates have not submitted their thesis by the end of one calendar year from the date on which
their course was completed, their registration shall lapse, unless the Graduate School Committee, on
considering the circumstances, shall permit them to submit their thesis at a later date.

Theses must be submitted in accordance with the "Rules for the Submission of Work for Higher
Degrees". The appropriate forms which must accompany the submission of a thesis must be obtained from
the Registrar.
10. Candidates may be required by the examiners to present themselves for an oral examination.
11. Candidates who have not satisfied the examiners for the degree may be permitted by the Graduate
School Committee, on the recommendation of the examiners, to submit their thesis in a revised form. Such
candidates will be required to submit their thesis in a revised form within one calendar year.
12. A candidate registered for the degree of Master of Arts has the right to appeal against academic
decisions relating to his or her candidature in accordance with the Academic Appeals Procedures contained
in Section VII of the General Regulations printed in the University Calendar.
Note:  The University has approved a Grievance Procedure for Postgraduates, copies of which may be obtained from the
Registrar via the Graduate School office or from the President of DSU.


