
DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS
BY EXAMINATION AND DISSERTATION

1. Applicants must be graduates of this or another approved University or possess some other
qualification approved by the Graduate School Committee. They must first discuss their wish to take a
course of advanced study with a teacher in the University and must provide evidence of adequate training
and ability to undertake a course of advanced study in the subject proposed. Thereafter they must make
application in the prescribed form for approval as candidates to the Registrar for the attention of the
Graduate School Committee.
2. Applicants may be admitted to the degree of Master of Arts of this University on complying with the
requirements of these Regulations:

(a) They must be approved by the Graduate School Committee as candidates for the degree.
(b) They must engage in a taught course of advanced study according to the appropriate special

regulations and syllabus below, and Keep Term as provided in paragraph 1 of Section V of the
University General Regulations.  Failure so to do will render a student liable to be required to
withdraw from the University under the provisions of that section.

(c) The results of their study must be satisfactorily presented in both a written examination and in a
dissertation.  In the case of certain M.A. courses, the written examination may be in the form of
essay papers on approved topics.

Candidates must complete the written papers in a satisfactory manner, and must show that they are
familiar with and understand the subject, its principal sources and authorities, and that they have sufficient
knowledge of closely related information. Candidates must also show critical judgement and a sense of
proportion in evaluating evidence and the opinion of others.

The dissertation must be clear, concise, well written and orderly in arrangement, and should not
normally exceed 10,000 words. It must be on a subject approved by the Chairman or Chairwoman of the
Board of Studies in consultation with the teachers concerned. It must include a list of books and other
sources used in preparing the dissertation.
3. Candidates not already matriculated in the University must matriculate in the first term of their course.

As a matriculation requirement students whose native language is not English must have shown
evidence of their general proficiency in the English language. If it should appear during the first term of their
course that candidates' attainment in English is not fully adequate for M.A. study, they may be required by
the Graduate School Committee to undertake, at their own expense, an approved course of instruction in the
English language or to withdraw. If such candidates wish to proceed the Committee will then satisfy itself
either that they have become competent to proceed with M.A. study or that their M.A. registration must be
terminated. If such candidates are deemed competent to proceed with M.A. study, the Graduate School
Committee shall determine in each individual case whether any of the period spent in receiving English
language instruction may be counted towards the requirements for the M.A. degree.
4. An applicant may be approved by the Graduate School Committee as a candidate to follow a twelve-
month course of full-time advanced study; courses begin in October each year.  For those M.A. degree
programmes in which a Research Methods and Resources module is compulsory, the initial assessment of
this module must be completed by the third Friday of Epiphany Term.  Any resubmissions for this module
must be made by the last Friday of Epiphany Term.  Candidates who successfully complete this module may
proceed to the dissertation.  The decision as to whether a candidate may proceed to the dissertation, or be
requested to withdraw, must be made by no later than the start of Easter Term.  The written examination is
held in May/June. The dissertation must be submitted for examination between 1 June and 30 September
following the written examination. In certain cases, as shown in the special regulations, shorter periods of
full-time study are required. Candidates must register as full-time postgraduate students with a college or
recognised society in the University.
5. In certain cases, as shown in the special regulations, candidates may take the course over a continuous
period of part-time study. During the period of part-time study, the candidate must comply with all the
formal teaching commitments required by the course and remain in regular consultation with the teachers
supervising the course.
6. Candidates undertaking full-time study may accept paid duties in the University if the time given
thereto during term, including time required for preparation, does not exceed six hours a week.
7. An oral examination on the work of the course, and on subjects relevant to it, will not normally be held
but may be required by the Graduate School Committee after consultation with the examiners.
8. Candidates must satisfy the examiners in the examination as a whole. On the recommendation of the
Board of Examiners, the degree of Master of Arts with Distinction may be awarded.
9. A candidate who has not satisfied the examiners for the degree may be permitted by the Graduate
School Committee, on the recommendation of the examiners, to retake the whole or part of the written
examination, once only, in the following May/June, and/or submit the dissertation in a revised form. A
revised dissertation must be submitted for re-examination no later than 31 May in the following year, and the
Board of Examiners may recommend an earlier submission date if appropriate.



If the examination has taken the form of essay papers on approved topics, the Graduate School
Committee, on the recommendation of the examiners, may allow candidates to submit one or more of the
assessed essay papers, once only, for re-examination no later than 31 May in the following year, and the
Board of Examiners may recommend an earlier submission date if appropriate.
10. A candidate registered for the degree of Master of Arts has the right to appeal against academic
decisions relating to his or her candidature in accordance with the Academic Appeals Procedures contained
in Section VII of the General Regulations printed in the University Calendar.

Note:  The University has approved a Grievance Procedure for Postgraduates, copies of which may be obtained from the
Registrar via the Graduate School office or from the President of DSU.


