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DURHAM IS ONE OF THE GREAT EXPERIENCES OF EUROPE 
TO THE EYES OF THOSE WHO APPRECIATE ARCHITECTURE, 
AND TO THE MINDS OF THOSE WHO UNDERSTAND 
ARCHITECTURE. THE GROUP OF CATHEDRAL, CASTLE AND 
MONASTERY ON THE ROCK CAN ONLY BE COMPARED TO 
AVIGNON AND PRAGUE.
Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, The Buildings of England.



Welcome to what we hope you 
agree is a rather splendid brochure. 
It aims to give you, our colleagues 
and friends in academia, business 
and the wider community around 
the globe, the opportunity to get 
a glimpse of the excellence in 
scholarship and education at our 
University, its history and infl uence 
nationally and internationally, and 
moreover the role we have (or would 
like to have) in working with you 
to make a difference to the world 
which we all inhabit.

We are hoping that this brochure 
will whet your appetite to fi nd out 
more about what we are doing to 
help answer some of the world’s 
pressing questions and issues, to 
tackle social or cultural inequalities 
and support the development of 
communities and economies, and 
to educate our next generation.

You may be aware that much of 
our research and scholarship ranks 
among the very best in the world. 
You are also probably aware that 
our students also rank amongst the 
best and brightest and go on to be 
disproportionally successful in their 
chosen careers. Perhaps you also 
know that we are the only university 
in the world that can claim an 11th  
Century castle and cathedral at their 
very heart and boast that they own, 
live and work in a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

But were you aware that around 
800 of our students work voluntarily 
in our community on projects such 
as prison-visiting, tutoring school 
children for exams, conservation 
and gardening? Were you also aware 
that we are working with recovering 
drug users to gain qualifi cations, self 
esteem and respect through sport 
and exercise, or that we already 
serve as senior advisors to business, 
industry and national decision 
makers – sharing our knowledge 
and expertise to shape the issues 
that matter?

Our students, alongside our staff, 
are at the very heart of all that is 
unique about this University. But it is 
not just a commitment to excellence 
that our people bring. The passion 
and dedication of the students 
and staff never ceases to amaze 
me. This commitment is evident 
in so many ways. For example the 
hundreds of thousands of pounds 
the award-winning student charities 
committee – DUCK – raises for good 
causes each year, or the students 
who drove the ‘My Friend Oli’ 
campaign to encourage all who were 
willing to sign up to the National 
Organ Donor register – a pioneering 
campaign now recognised by UK 
Transplant and being adopted by 
universities across the UK. Closer 
to home, I was joined by a team of 
students, staff and local residents on 
a large scale litter pick as part of a 
wide-ranging environment strategy 
with our regional partners.

I’m still extremely proud (if a 
little surprised) to represent this 
wonderful University community. 
As its Chancellor I’m committed to 
exploring how we can all continue to 
work together to enhance the impact 
of Durham University as an example 
to the world.

I hope that this brochure shows you 
that we have plenty to offer. It only 
skims the surface of what we might 
do for you! I hope you enjoy reading 
this brochure and that it encourages 
you to pick up the phone, write or 
even call in.

I’ll lend you my car…

Bill Bryson OBE, 
Chancellor of Durham University, 
and International Author

Chancellor�s 
Introduction
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I GOT OFF AT 
DURHAM... 
AND FELL IN 
LOVE WITH 
IT INSTANTLY 
IN A SERIOUS 
WAY. WHY, IT’S 
WONDERFUL - 
A PERFECT 
LITTLE CITY... 
IF YOU HAVE 
NEVER BEEN 
TO DURHAM, 
GO THERE AT 
ONCE. TAKE 
MY CAR. IT’S 
WONDERFUL.
Notes from a 
Small Island.





 Durham University - 
shaped by the past, 
creating the future
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I AM, OF COURSE, BIASED. I WAS BOTH AN UNDERGRADUATE 
AND POSTGRADUATE STUDENT AT DURHAM UNIVERSITY AND 
LAST YEAR RETURNED AS VICE-CHANCELLOR. MY DAUGHTER 
GRADUATED FROM DURHAM IN 2004 AND MY FATHER WAS 
PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS. 

Durham University is unique. 
It seeks to achieve the highest 
distinction in scholarship and 
research which makes a real 
difference to mankind. It is equally 
committed to excellence in all 
aspects of undergraduate learning, 
education and the transmission of 
knowledge. But it is much more 
than that. The World Heritage Site 
at the heart of our University has 
been a centre of scholarship for 
over 1000 years. Our students come 
from all walks of life and from over 
120 countries. Our 16 distinctive 
colleges, ancient and modern, are 
residential communities of scholars - 
undergraduates, postgraduates and 
staff - which instil in our students 
a sense of community, leadership, 
social responsibility and the 
opportunity to explore their passion 
to make a difference in whatever 
sphere of life they choose.

Creating the future. 
Durham is also a modern university. 
It was one of the fi rst universities to 
admit women and to award degrees 
in Medicine – its King’s College 
became the independent Newcastle 
University in 1963 – and was one of 
the earliest universities to develop the 
sciences, and the fi rst to incorporate 
Civil and Mining Engineering. Our 
new buildings continue the tradition 
of important architecture. In 1992, 
the University established a modern 
campus at Stockton, in the heart of 
Teesside, pushing the boundaries 
of interdisciplinary research in 
health and well-being at the Wolfson 
Institute. Our strengths in Classics, 
English and Theology are matched 
by Chemistry, Mathematics and 
Physics. Our Cosmology and Particle 
Physics is changing how mankind 
views the nature and origin of the 
universe. Our geographers are 
predicting and managing natural 
disasters around the world. We have 
recently endowed the Bede Chair in 
Catholic Theology (the fi rst in a UK 
university since the reformation) and 
the Sharjah Chair in Islamic Finance. 
Our Institute of Advanced Study 
brings together some of the world’s 
greatest scholars to think, discuss and 
write about big ideas. Our alumni are 
shaping the world.

As I heard a Professor from Yale 
recently ask his wife (a Durham 
graduate) at an alumni reunion 
– “why is it that Durham alumni 
always go misty-eyed at the mention 
of their University?” It is that 
indefi nable magic of history and 
place, of people and community - 
the ‘Durham Difference’.

Professor Chris Higgins,
Vice-Chancellor and Warden 
of  Durham University.

Shaped by the past. 
The 7th  Century saw a fl owering of 
thought and culture in the North 
East of England. The Venerable 
Bede, the greatest European Scholar 
of his age and the fi rst English 
historian, is buried in Durham 
Cathedral. St Cuthbert, who founded 
‘English’ Christianity from its Celtic 
and Roman roots, died in 687 and 
his body was carried around the 
North of England to its fi nal resting 
place in Durham in 985. The 
‘Cuthbert Community’ became one 
of the richest in Europe, a centre 
of learning and pilgrimage, with 
lands extending from the Tyne to 
the Tees and beyond. The Norman 
Cathedral, built between 1096 and 
1130, is one of the world’s truly 
great buildings. Durham Castle, 
now part of the University, dates 
from 1072 and was the seat of the 
Prince-Bishops who wielded secular 
and religious power over much 
of the North of England. Durham 
became one of Europe’s leading 
centres of medieval scholarship and 
founded three Colleges in Oxford to 
educate Durham’s priests (Trinity 
College Oxford, founded in 1286, 
was called Durham College for 
300 years). Henry VIII and Oliver 
Cromwell’s attempts to establish a 
northern university in Durham were 
never completed and it was not 
until 1832 when Bishop van Mildert 
endowed Durham University with its 
Castle, medieval buildings, libraries 
and estates that England’s third 
university was formally established. 
Durham University is the inheritor 
of a continuous line of learning and 
scholarship dating from Bede and 
Cuthbert to the present day. 

of  Durham University.

Students outside St John�s College.
One of the oldest colleges in Durham 
set in an idyllic row of Georgian houses 
between the Cathedral and the River Wear.

Students outside Stephenson College.
Founded in 2001, housed in 
purpose-built buildings located on 
the banks of the River Tees.

Cosin�s Library in 1842. Student life 
in the 19th Century: examinations.
Drawn by R. W. Buss; engraved by G. H. Adcock.

Student life in the 21st Century. 
Dunelm House is the home of the 
Durham Students� Union.





 Research, creativity and scholarship are at the 
heart of  Durham University, a place where generations of  the world’s
finest minds have pursued ideas and knowledge that have made a 
profound and lasting impact on the world. The pioneering work of  
our academics has enhanced human life and well-being, deepened 
our knowledge of  the universe and everything in it, and created 
new industries that diversify and strengthen our national economy. 
As mentors of  our undergraduates and postgraduates, we impart 
intellectual curiosity and new ideas to the next generation.

Research and 
Scholarship
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Few universities have comparable 
research strengths across the 
Sciences, Social Sciences, and Arts 
and Humanities. Yet Durham 
is small and interactive enough 
to develop new approaches, 
questions and research ideas 
that transcend interdisciplinary 
boundaries. Durham is an 
environment where researchers 
can make a real difference. Here 
are just a few of our people 
and their discoveries, past and 
present, who have altered the 
way we see and live in the world. 

Members of learned academies

Fellows of the Royal Society
Prof Edward Corrigan 
(Mathematics), Prof Carlos Frenk 
(Physics), Prof Judith Howard 
(Chemistry), Prof David Parker 
(Chemistry), Prof James Stirling 
(Physics), Prof Richard Ward 
(Mathematics). 
Emeritus: Prof Martin Bott 
(Geophysics), Prof Richard 
Chambers (Chemistry), Prof 
James Feast (Chemistry), Prof Alan 
Martin (Physics), Prof Kenneth 
Wade (Chemistry), Prof Sir Arnold 
Wolfendale (Physics).

Fellows of the British Academy
Prof Tony Wilkinson 
(Archaeology), Prof Ash Amin 
(Geography), Prof Ray Hudson 
(PVC, Geography), Prof Paul 
Sillitoe (Anthropology), Prof Susan 
Smith (Geography).
Emeritus: Revd Prof Charles 
Kingsley Barrett (Theology), Prof 
Richard Britnell (History), Prof 
Rosemary Cramp (Archaeology), 
Revd Prof Charles Cran� eld 
(Theology), Dr Ian Doyle 
(Bibliography), Prof James Dunn 
(Theology), Prof Paul Harvey 
(History), Prof Karl Heinz Kuhn 
(Coptic), Prof Ann Moss (French), 
Prof Dennis O�Brien (Economics), 
Dr Avril Pyman (Russian), Prof Peter 
Rhodes (Classics & Ancient History), 
Prof Ian Simmons (Geography), 
Prof John Thomas (Papyrology).

Fellows of the Academy 
of Medical Sciences
Prof Chris Higgins (VC) 
Emeritus: Prof Sir Kenneth 
Calman (Former VC).

Fellows of the Royal Academy 
of Engineering
Prof Anthony Unsworth 
(Engineering) 
Emeritus: Prof Peter Bettess 
(Engineering).

Fellows of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh
Prof Chris Higgins (VC), Prof 
Susan Smith (Geography), Prof 
Brian Straughan (Mathematical 
Sciences) 
Emeritus: Prof Sir Kenneth 
Calman (Former VC), Prof Evelyn 
Ebsworth (Former VC), Prof Sir 
Frederick Holliday (Former VC).

Fellows of the Academy of the 
Social Sciences 
Prof Ash Amin (Geography), Prof 
Tim Blackman (Wolfson Research 
Institute), Prof David Byrne 
(Sociology), Prof Sarah Curtis 
(Geography), Prof Lena Dominelli 
(Sociology), Prof John Dumbrell 
(Government & International 
Affairs), Prof Ray Hudson (PVC, 
Geography), Prof Susan Smith 
(Geography) 
Emeritus: Prof Michael Byram 
(Education), Prof Richard 
Chapman (Economics, Finance 
& Business).



People and Discoveries, Past and Present

George Rochester FRS (Professor 
of Physics 1955 � 1973) discovered 
one of the fundamental building 
blocks of nature, originally called 
�V-particles�, in cosmic radiation 
together with Clifford Butler in 
1947. Nowadays V-particles are 
recognised as the � rst observed 
particles containing a �strange� 
quark. His work triggered a search 
all over the world, particularly 
on mountain-tops, for more 
examples of these new, unstable 
cosmic particles. Subsequently, 
large accelerators were built to 
create such particles arti� cially 
under controlled conditions in 
energetic nuclear interactions, 
and sophisticated systems were 
designed to detect the particles. 
It is particularly � tting that the 
UK�s Institute for Particle Physics 
Phenomenology is located in 
Durham.

7

Alan Martin FRS (Professor of 
Physics 1964 � 2003) has been at 
the forefront of particle theory 
research in the United Kingdom 
for the past forty years. Some 
of his papers are among the 
most cited papers in any of the 
physical sciences. Particularly 
noteworthy is his work in the 
area of strong interaction 
physics, and a characteristic 
feature of his research work is 
his ability to connect complicated 
theoretical ideas with what can be 
observed in an experiment. He 
has established Durham as the 
world centre for determining the 
partonic structure of the proton, 
an understanding of which is 
essential for interpreting the 
measurements made at all high 
energy proton colliders. In 2007 
he was awarded the Institute of 
Physics and German Physical 
Society�s Max Born Medal and 
Prize for his pioneering theoretical 
work on the internal structure of 
the proton. 

Judith Howard CBE FRS 
(Professor of Chemistry 1991 � 
Present) is one of the world�s most 
distinguished Crystallographers, 
embracing the revolutionary ultra-
low temperature diffractometer, 
and developing fast data collection 
for investigations into organic 
metals and thin � lms, and sensitive 
materials for bio-sensors. Her 
research output has been truly 
prodigious and she was awarded 
a CBE for her contributions to 
science in 1996, followed by the 
Royal Society of Chemistry Prize 
for Structural Chemistry in 1999. 
She was the � rst female Head of a 
Chemistry Department in the UK.

Ray Hudson FBA (Professor of 
Geography 1972 � Present) has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to theoretical and empirical 
analyses of regional and industrial 
change. Widely acknowledged as 
one of the leading thinkers of his 
generation, he has been at the 
forefront of the methodological 
shifts in economic geography 
from structuralism to the 
incorporation of institutionalism 
and human agency, and � more 
recently � environmental issues. 
In 2005 he was awarded the Royal 
Geographical Society�s prestigious 
Victoria Medal for research on 
regional and industrial change 
in the UK and wider Europe.

Charles Kingsley Barrett FBA 
(Professor of New Testament 1958 
� 1982) was the most substantial 
New Testament scholar of the 20th 
Century. His meticulous historical 
research shed new light on the 
� rst three generations of the 
Christian movement, and inspired 
generations of fresh scholarly work 
on early Christian controversies. 
His renown lies also in his careful 
attention to texts, resulting in the 
publication of paradigm-setting 
commentaries on the Gospel of 
John, Paul�s letter to the Romans, 
I and II Corinthians, and the Acts 
of the Apostles.

Arthur Holmes FRS (Professor of 
Geology 1925 � 1943) was, arguably, 
the most eminent Geologist of the 
20th  Century. A pioneer of the 
new discipline of Geochronology, 
he published the world renowned 
book �The Age of the Earth� in 
1913, in which he estimated the 
Earth�s age to be 1.6 billion years. 
He also championed the theory 
of continental drift, even though 
he was in a small minority, and 
proposed the theory which we now 
know as plate tectonics. He has a 
crater on Mars named after him.

Sir Arnold Wolfendale FRS 
(Professor of Physics 1965 � 1992) 
is one of the world�s leading 
astronomers. He made many 
important contributions to the 
study of cosmic ray particles, 
charged particles that continuously 
bombard the Earth but whose 
origin remains controversial, 
including the role they play in 
determining the properties of 
gas clouds in the Milky Way. An 
outstanding public advocate for 
science, he served as Astronomer 
Royal from 1991 to 1995.

Michael O�Neill (Professor of 
English 1979 � Present) is the 
leading authority on Romantic 
Literature, especially the work of 
Percy Bysshe Shelley and British, 
Irish, and American 20th and 21st  
Century poets. He is best known 
for the exploration of poetry as an 
art, albeit an art open to anxiety 
and self-questioning. His subtle, 
sensitive, and close readings of 
many important poems bring 
them alive and make them more 
accessible. His own poetry received a 
Cholmondeley Award for Poets 
in 1990.
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Paul Sillitoe ScD FBA (Professor 
of Anthropology 1984 � Present) 
is a distinguished anthropologist 
who was an undergraduate and 
graduate student in Durham 
before returning to his former 
department as a lecturer in the 
mid-1980s. He has exceptionally 
broad anthropological interests 
which, underpinned by his 
formidable expertise of the 
subject, make him uniquely 
quali� ed to investigate 
communities� horticultural and 
agricultural practices, their 
social ecology and subsistence 
economics. His work is not only 
remarkable for its breadth and 
depth � it also provides a unique 
bridge between Anthropology 
and the Agricultural Sciences.

Wilhelm Levison, born in 
Düsseldorf in 1876 of a Jewish 
family, was one of the greatest 
historians of the early middle 
ages. Lecturer at Bonn in 
1903 and professor in 1909, 
the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 
forced him as a Jew to resign 
his chair, and in November 
1938 he was debarred from the 
use of libraries. In early 1939, 
Durham University, which 
had in 1931 awarded him an 
honorary doctorate, offered him 
a fellowship. In April 1939 he and 
his wife Elsa moved to Durham 
where he continued his research 
until his death in 1947 and 
prepared for publication his most 
important work, England and 
the Continent in the 8th  Century. 
His books are now shared, as he 
wished, between the universities 
of Durham and Bonn.

Gordon Manley (Professor of 
Geography 1902 � 1980) was 
Head of the Department of 
Geography from 1928 � 1939 
and Curator of the Durham 
University Observatory. Here 
he established the Durham 
temperature series which was 
the foundation for his monthly 
temperature record series 
dating from 1659 and the 
longest series of temperature 
records in existence which is 
maintained to this day. His 
work laid the foundation of 
modern Meteorology and 
our understanding of climate 
change. His 1952 book Climate 
and the British Scene, was one 
of the great contributions to 
British climatology. He was 
elected President of the Royal 
Meteorological Society 
in 1946 � 47.

Michael Prestwich (Professor of 
Medieval History 1979 � 2008) 
is one of the foremost and 
best-known historians in the 
study of Medieval England. 
His publications include the 
authoritative biography of King 
Edward I of England, Edward I 
(1988), and a major contribution 
to Military History, Armies and 
Warfare in the Middle Ages 
(1996). His stature as a scholar 
is illustrated by the commission 
to write Plantagenet England 1225 
� 1360 (2005) for the New Oxford 
History of England. 

James Stirling (Professor of 
Mathematics and Physics 1986 
�  2008) is a leading � gure in 
UK science having published 
more than 300 research papers, 
including some of the most 
frequently cited papers in the 
physical sciences. His particular 
research interest is particle 
physics phenomenology � the 
interface between theory and 
experiment � and he works 
closely with experimentalists at 
research laboratories in Europe 
and the United States. He co-
founded Durham�s Institute for 
Particle Physics Phenomenology 
and was awarded a CBE in the 
2006 New Years Honours list for 
services to science.

Jim Feast CBE FRS (Professor of 
Chemistry 1965 � 2003) works on 
many different types of material 
and collaborates with scientists 
from other disciplines in academic 
and industrial laboratories around 
the world. He was appointed the 
President of the Royal Society of 
Chemistry between 2006 and 2008 
and is best known for his work 
on Electroactive Polymers. He was 
awarded the 2007 Royal Medal 
of the Royal Society, perhaps 
the most prestigious of all UK 
research awards.

Temple Chevallier (Professor 
of Mathematics 1834 � 1871) 
accepted an appointment to teach 
divinity at the newly established 
University of Durham in 1834 
following his ordination as a 
clergyman in the Church of 
England. In addition to holding 
the post of Reader in Hebrew he 
also, in 1835, became Durham 
University�s � rst professor of 
Mathematics, adding to this title 
in 1841 the subject of Astronomy. 
During his 30 years as Professor 
of Mathematics and Astronomy 
he helped to raise the funds 
necessary to construct and equip 
Durham University Observatory 
with state-of-the-art astronomical 
instruments. His astronomical 
research included studies of 
Jupiter�s moons and of sunspots. 
To mark Temple Chevallier�s 
contributions to astronomy 
there is a lunar crater named 
in his honour.

Tom Willmore (Professor of 
Pure Mathematics 1965 � 1984). 
He was a leading international 
� gure in the � eld of Differential 
Geometry, having made 
substantial contributions to the 
theories of harmonic spaces and 
minimal surfaces. He is most 
widely remembered for his famous 
conjecture that the so-called 
�Willmore Energy� of such an 
immersion must be at least 2pi†. 
There have been many attempts 
to prove this conjecture over the 
past 40 years, but it has still not 
been settled.



Rosemary Cramp CBE FBA Rosemary Cramp CBE FBA 
(Professor in Archaeology 1955 (Professor in Archaeology 1955 
� 1990) still plays a key role as � 1990) still plays a key role as 
Director of the British Academy Director of the British Academy 
and is editor of the �Corpus of and is editor of the �Corpus of 
Anglo-Saxon Sculpture�. Anglo-Saxon Sculpture�. 
A specialist in Early Medieval A specialist in Early Medieval 
Art and Architecture, Old Art and Architecture, Old 
English Literature and English Literature and 
Archaeology, she was also an Archaeology, she was also an 
early advocate of scienti� c early advocate of scienti� c 
applications. Awarded a CBE applications. Awarded a CBE 
and an FBA for her outstanding and an FBA for her outstanding 
contributions to early medieval contributions to early medieval 
archaeology, she successfully archaeology, she successfully 
nurtured two generations of nurtured two generations of 
scholars and acted as a role scholars and acted as a role 
model for female archaeologists, model for female archaeologists, 
including becoming Durham�s � rst including becoming Durham�s � rst 
female professor. An enthusiastic female professor. An enthusiastic 
supporter of archaeology research supporter of archaeology research 
in the North East, she is currently in the North East, she is currently 
championing the nomination of championing the nomination of 
Jarrow and Monkwearmouth Jarrow and Monkwearmouth 
Monasteries for UNESCO World Monasteries for UNESCO World 
Heritage Status. In 2008 she was Heritage Status. In 2008 she was 
awarded the highest award of the awarded the highest award of the 
Society of Antiquities � their Society of Antiquities � their 
Gold Medal.Gold Medal.
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Research Institutes  Durham’s seven flagship Research Institutes
bring together researchers from different disciplines to tackle
questions of  global significance. These institutes provide opportunities
for intellectual thought, new ideas and experimentation, alongside
facilities which enable our researchers to compete at the highest level.
All aim to bring together ideas from different spheres of  academic
endeavour, with public outreach as a key part of  their mission.
They occupy some of  the University’s most magical buildings.

Entrance to the Ogden Centre, the 
building which is home to the Institute 
for Particle Physics Phenomenology 
and the Institute of Computational 
Cosmology and was constructed thanks 
to the generous donations of alumnus 
Sir Peter Ogden.

The Wolfson Research Institute (WRI) is a leading centre of interdisciplinary research on health 
and wellbeing in both developed and developing countries. Many projects have their of� ce or 
laboratory facilities housed in the Institute�s striking waterfront building at Queen�s Campus along 
with the North East Public Health Observatory and the National Library for Public Health.



The Institute for Particle 
Physics Phenomenology
The Institute for Particle Physics Phenomenology 
(IPPP) is the UK�s National Centre for Particle 
Physics Phenomenology, bridging theory and 
experiment in the study of the tiny building 
blocks of all matter in the universe and of the 
forces that operate between them. The IPPP is a 
unique partnership between Durham University 
and the Science and Technology Facilities 
Council to ensure the UK takes a leading 
role in exploiting international experimental 
facilities and in assessing the potential of future 
experiments. The Institute is also committed 
to science outreach - more than 11,000 school 
children of all ages have had direct contact with 
IPPP staff and facilities.

The next decade will be pivotal in our 
understanding of the subatomic world. The Large 
Hadron Collider at CERN, the world�s biggest 
experiment, will recreate the conditions of the 
early universe less than a billionth of a second 
after the Big Bang. The IPPP is at the vanguard 
of LHC phenomenology, designing experiments 
and interpreting data, to address fundamental 
questions about the fabric of the universe.

For more information, please visit 
www.ippp.dur.ac.uk

The Wolfson Research Institute

The Wolfson Research Institute (WRI) is a 
leading centre of interdisciplinary research 
on health and wellbeing. The Institute seeks 
to understand the determinants of health and 
wellbeing, and to improve health and the quality 
of people�s lives by contributing to public policy, 
professional practice and the development of 
new products and tools. It spans the Humanities 
and the Medical, Biological and Social Sciences. 
Research areas include the history of medicine, 
child health and development, neuroimaging, 
early diagnosis and prevention of major diseases, 
mental health and wellbeing, public health 
strategies and local government services.

Much of the work is global in scope and involves 
researchers working overseas on projects such as 
tackling Malaria in Africa, or the mental wellbeing 
of young people in Afghanistan. The Institute 
is also committed to the health and wellbeing of 
people living in the North East of England, with 
strong relationships with the National Health 
Service and the local government, resulting in a 
� ourishing programme of collaborative research. 
This includes the Institute�s participation in the 
North East Centre for Translational Research 
in Public Health, the Research Design Service 
for the North East and the Beacon for Public 
Engagement, iKnow.

For more information, please visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/wolfson.institute

11

THE IPPP HAS 
ESTABLISHED 
ITSELF QUICKLY 
AS A TRUE 
CENTRE OF 
EXCELLENCE 
ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
SCALE WITH AN 
OUTSTANDING 
SCIENTIFIC 
PERFORMANCE 
IN THE FIELD 
OF PARTICLE 
PHYSICS 
THEORY. 
International 
review group.

Professor Tim 
Blackman 
(Director WRI) 
leads a research 
programme on 
improving the 
effectiveness of 
local strategies 
to tackle health 
inequalities in 
the UK.

Recent UK � ooding and climate change. IHRR 
research has shown that we have �never had it so good� 
in terms of � ood events: a period of about 40 years, 
ending in the 1990s, of relatively low levels of � ooding. 
During this time, our willingness to live with catastrophe 
has fundamentally changed and we have progressively 
occupied a greater proportion of our � oodplains. We are 
pioneering fundamentally different ways of learning to 
live with � ood events.

The Institute of Hazard 
and Risk Research
The Institute of Hazard and Risk Research (IHRR) 
brings together expertise from Geography, Earth 
Sciences, Government and International Affairs, 
Applied Social Sciences, Economics, Biomedical 
and Biological Sciences and Anthropology in 
the study of hazards and risks. An international 
hub for researchers, students and practitioners is 
located in a new, state-of-the-art building � nanced 
by alumni philanthropy, and is home to superb 
research laboratory facilities.

The IHRR supports research into the causes of 
natural and human hazards, how they can be 
reduced and, through interdisciplinary working, 
seeks new solutions to some of the world�s most 
pressing humanitarian problems. Specialisms 
include hazards associated with the earth system, 
including volcanoes, earthquakes, landslides, 
sea level and � ooding, but also newly emergent 
hazards such as war and terror, and technologies. 
Placing a particular emphasis upon the Global 
South, in addition to cutting-edge research the 
IHRR is embarking upon an active programme of 
knowledge exchange through Visiting Fellowships 
and a distinctive educational programme in global 
Hazard and Risk.

For more information, please visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/ihrr



The Biophysical Sciences Institute

The Biophysical Sciences Institute (BSI), 
established in 2007, is the newest of our elite 
Research Institutes; a faculty-wide response to 
the opportunities of interdisciplinary research at 
the interface with biology. It harnesses Durham�s 
world-class expertise in Physics, Chemistry, 
Engineering, eScience, Mathematics and 
Psychology to address and solve key biological 
questions. Three themes focus current interests: 
imaging, sensors and the cell environment, 
embracing key questions such as disease 
processes, selection and evolution. The activities 
range from systems biology approaches using 
mathematical and computational modelling, 
through to applied nanotechnologies. The 
outputs are focused on delivering knowledge for 
both translational and healthcare solutions that 
make a tangible contribution to the well-being of 
society. A new, state-of-the art research building is 
planned as a permanent home for the BSI.

For more information, please visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/biophysical.sciences

Image of a cell showing the intricate � lamentous 
networks that mould the life and function of a cell.

Stefan Przyborski and Chris 
Hutchison, along with other 
colleagues at NESCI, headed a 
research team which studied tissue 
samples from 700 bowel cancer 
patients and tracked their progress. 
From this research, the scientists 
have developed a more accurate way 
of identifying aggressive forms of 
bowel cancer, which should improve 
both treatment and survival. The 
team now aims to develop a robust 
prognostic tool for use in the Health 
Service. 

NESCI scientists have designed, 
developed and tested new molecular 
tools for stem cell research to direct 
the formation of certain tissue 
types for use in drug development 
programmes. The two synthetic 
molecules, called EC23 and EC19, 
can be used to coax stem cells to 
transform into other forms of tissue. 
The new molecules have been found 
in robust scienti� c tests to be far 
more stable than the naturally-
occurring molecule currently used 
to induce stem cells to differentiate 
in the laboratory, known as 
All-transretinoic Acid (ATRA). 
Their use will thus improve the 
reliability of experiments and could 
also help reduce the number of 
animals used in laboratory research.
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The North East Stem Cell Institute

The North East Stem Cell Institute (NESCI) is a 
unique regional partnership bringing together 
Durham�s strengths in Biomedical and Natural 
Sciences with the clinical expertise of Newcastle 
University Medical School and North East NHS 
Trusts, partnering the outreach activities of the 
Centre for Life. Its purpose is to convert stem cell 
research into cost effective, ethically-robust health 
solutions to ameliorate degenerative diseases, 
the effects of ageing and serious injury. NESCI 
is unusual in combining research on embryonic 
stem cells with research into somatic (�adult�) and 
umbilical cord blood stem cells, and a major focus 
on public understanding and the debate of ethical 
issues. It was the � rst centre to create a cloned 
blastocyst and the � rst in the UK to generate 
hybrid human-animal embryos. Its work on adult 
stem cells is now leading to therapeutic outputs 
including treatments for certain types of blindness 
and new therapies for burns victims. The latter 
projects have resulted in major collaborations with 
local biotechnology companies, including Avecia 
Ltd and Smith & Nephew, and have resulted in spin-
out companies, such as ReInnervate. The Institute also 
now has the UK�s largest Good Manufacturing Process 
(GMP) stem cell facility and is therefore ideally placed 
to bring stem cell therapies to the clinic. 

For more information, please visit 
www.nesci.ac.uk/about

Research Institutes



The Institute for The Institute for 
Computational CosmologyComputational Cosmology

The Institute for Computational Cosmology The Institute for Computational Cosmology 
(ICC) is one of the leading international (ICC) is one of the leading international 
centres for research into the origin and centres for research into the origin and 
evolution of the universe. It addresses some evolution of the universe. It addresses some 
of the most fundamental of all questions: of the most fundamental of all questions: 
How and when did our universe begin? What How and when did our universe begin? What 
is it made of? How did it obtain its current is it made of? How did it obtain its current 
appearance? Researchers model the evolution appearance? Researchers model the evolution 
of the universe and the formation of cosmic of the universe and the formation of cosmic 
structures using simulations performed structures using simulations performed 
on one of the world�s biggest and fastest on one of the world�s biggest and fastest 
supercomputers. ICC cosmologists and their supercomputers. ICC cosmologists and their 
colleagues are responsible for establishing the colleagues are responsible for establishing the 
viability of the now broadly accepted �cold dark viability of the now broadly accepted �cold dark 
matter� cosmological paradigm. Two recent matter� cosmological paradigm. Two recent 
highlights are the �Millennium� simulation, the highlights are the �Millennium� simulation, the 
largest simulation anywhere of the evolution largest simulation anywhere of the evolution 
of a representative patch of the universe, and of a representative patch of the universe, and 
the �Aquarius� simulation of the formation the �Aquarius� simulation of the formation 
of a galaxy like the Milky Way. Alongside its of a galaxy like the Milky Way. Alongside its 
simulation programme, the ICC plays a central simulation programme, the ICC plays a central 
role in the analysis of real galaxy surveys. The role in the analysis of real galaxy surveys. The 
Anglo-Australian �2-degree galaxy redshift Anglo-Australian �2-degree galaxy redshift 
survey�, one of the two largest astronomical survey�, one of the two largest astronomical 
surveys ever undertaken, provided convincing surveys ever undertaken, provided convincing 
evidence for the existence of the mysterious evidence for the existence of the mysterious 
�dark energy� that is causing the universe to �dark energy� that is causing the universe to 
expand at an accelerated rate. The world expand at an accelerated rate. The world 
standing of the ICC may be gauged by its standing of the ICC may be gauged by its 
citation statistics which have placed Durham citation statistics which have placed Durham 
at the top of the world in number of citations at the top of the world in number of citations 
per paper in Astronomy, Cosmology and Space per paper in Astronomy, Cosmology and Space 
Sciences during the past decade.Sciences during the past decade.

For more information, please visit For more information, please visit 
www.icc.dur.ac.ukwww.icc.dur.ac.uk

WE HAVE 
LEARNED MORE 
ABOUT THE 
UNIVERSE IN 
THE LAST 10 OR 
20 YEARS THAN 
IN THE WHOLE 
OF HUMAN 
CIVILISATION 
BEFORE NOW. 
USING THE 
KNOWN LAWS 
OF PHYSICS 
AND THE 
FASTEST SUPER-
COMPUTERS IN 
THE WORLD, WE 
ARE NOW ABLE 
TO RECREATE 
MOST OF COSMIC 
HISTORY.
Carlos Frenk FRS Carlos Frenk FRS 
(Director of ICC). (Director of ICC). 

The ‘cosmic web�. This image was The ‘cosmic web�. This image was 
made from a large supercomputer made from a large supercomputer 
simulation which followed the evolution simulation which followed the evolution 
of dark matter in a region of the of dark matter in a region of the 
universe 6 billion light years across universe 6 billion light years across 
from the Big Bang to the present.from the Big Bang to the present.



Based on annual themes the IAS hosts 
interdisciplinary debate at the frontiers of 
existing knowledge. Themes explored to date 
include �The Legacy of Charles Darwin� in 
2006/07, and �Modelling� in 2007/08, when 
Durham researchers and IAS Fellows evaluated 
mathematical and non-mathematical models in 
a variety of contexts; such as climate change and 
anticipating extreme events and natural hazards. 
The result has been the establishment of new 
international research networks and an exciting 
programme of public engagement through 
the media, links with policymakers, and public 
events. The 2008/09 theme, �Being Human�, 
tackles the fundamental question of what it is to 
be human in an age of increased technological 
intervention. The 2009/10 theme will be �Water�, 
something that is central to our survival and 
existence in an ecologically-challenged world.

The IAS communicates authoritative work on 
a spectrum of signi� cant matters in a lively, 
open and accessible manner. Many of its public-
facing outputs aim not to instruct but rather to 
catalogue further thought and interest. In doing 
so, the hope is to show that universities can play 
a central role in shaping public opinion in a 
thinking society.

 The Institute of  Advanced Study (IAS) 
promotes new thinking on global ideas and challenges by facilitating 
interdisciplinary scholarship of  the highest quality. It has an ambitious 
vision – to explore and unpick the world’s biggest issues with a 
distinctive, multi-disciplinary approach – uniquely, covering both 
the Arts and Sciences – and to provide an intellectually stimulating 
platform to challenge conventional thought and politics. 
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The IAS offers three-month residential 
Fellowships to scholars from across the world 
and opinion-formers from other � elds (such as 
writers, public intellectuals, artists, policymakers), 
to engage in a programme of work associated 
with an annual research theme. The Fellows are 
residents of one of Durham�s colleges and their 
academic activities are based in Cosin�s Hall from 
where they interact with Durham academics, 
students, and the wider public. 

The IAS also provides Durham staff with 
pump-priming funds for mould-breaking, 
interdisciplinary workshops, conferences, 
seminars, lectures and exhibitions on and beyond 
the selected annual themes. New knowledge is 
widely distributed through prestige publications, 
engagement with senior practitioners and 
policymakers, public lectures and media 
coverage, as well as in the Institute�s on-line 
publication �Insights�. Durham�s postgraduates 
have been closely involved too, with their own 
interdisciplinary online journal, �Kaleidoscope�. 

Institute of 
Advanced Study

THE DURHAM 
IAS IS A 
RARE AND 
ADMIRABLE 
INSTITUTION 
AND ONE TO 
BE CHERISHED.
Professor Atholl 
Anderson, 
Australian 
National 
University, 
IAS Distinguished 
Fellow 2007/8. 

The IAS is directed 
by four distinguished 
Durham scholars: 
(Clockwise) Professor 
Ash Amin FBA 
(Executive Director), 
Professor Colin Bain 
(Science), Professor 
Susan Smith FBA 
(Social Sciences); and 
Professor Michael 
O’Neill (Arts and 
Humanities).



The IAS is based in the refurbished 
Bishop Cosin�s Hall, a magni� cent 
17th  Century building located on 
Palace Green between Durham 
Castle and Cathedral.



Faculties
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Durham University established the 
� rst Chair in Catholic Theology at a 
UK university since the Reformation. 
Endowed by the Catholic Church 
and building on the Department of 
Theology and Religion�s traditional 
strengths, the Chair complements 
the Department�s close links with the 
Church of England and enhances its 
reputation as one of the UK�s leading 
academic centres for Orthodox studies. 

Professor Richard Gameson leads 
The Centre for the History of the 
Book. Durham is one of the leading 
centres for the study of the history of 
the book, in all its aspects including 
palaeography, illumination, medieval 
and modern libraries, the transition 
to print, early modern printing and 
French Renaissance bibliography. 
Durham has one of the most 
substantial holdings of medieval 
manuscripts, incunabula and rare 
books in the world.

The Centre for Advanced Photography 
Studies (established in 2005) brings 
together research activities on the 
photographic image from across 
Durham University. The Centre runs 
a programme of seminars, workshops 
and conferences. In addition to this, 
it coordinates the activities of the MA 
in the Photographic Image based in 
the School of Modern Languages 
and Cultures.

The Faculty has seven academic units � many 
amongst the best in the country, if not the 
world � which are home to internationally 
renowned scholars and exemplify excellence and 
distinctiveness. Our centres are � agships which 
promote a focused interdisciplinary approach 
to scholarship, providing unique opportunities 
for conversation between staff and students and 
bridging and breaking the boundaries between 
established disciplines. 

The Department of English Studies is one of 
the leading English departments and offers the 
opportunity for a wide-ranging study of literary 
history and closely focused reading of individual 
literary works. 

Departments and Schools:
Classics and Ancient History, 
English Studies, 
History, 
Modern Languages 
and Cultures, 
Music, 
Philosophy,
Theology and Religion.

The Department provides undergraduate and 
postgraduate students with an opportunity 
to study the full range of English, from Old 
Norse and Anglo Saxon to modern British, 
Irish and American literature. Similarly, our 
History Department is comprehensive, with 
expertise extending from medieval and early 
modern history, through to modern political and 
economic history. The Department of Theology 
and Religion was founded in the Medieval 
Priory and Cathedral, and has a long tradition 
of excellence in teaching and research. Through 
Cranmer Hall and Ushaw College, Durham 
University plays a signi� cant role in preparing 
Anglicans, Methodists and Catholics for ministry.  

The Faculty of  Arts and Humanities is nestled amongst the 
Medieval and Georgian buildings of  Durham, where scholarship 
has flourished since the early Middle Ages. Humanities at 
Durham have firm roots in, and have significantly influenced, the 
historical and intellectual traditions of  the UK. Our departments 
draw nourishment from this tradition, yet are progressive as they 
continue to develop intellectual and cultural life on the national 
and international scene.





In 2005, Durham was the most highly cited university 
in the UK and 18th in the world for Science. Our 
core strengths provide the foundation of several of 
our multidisciplinary research institutes (see pages 
10 � 13). There are currently over 280 academic 
staff, 450 research and support staff and 500 PhD 
students in the Faculty. The strength of the Faculty 
is re� ected in the high number of awards received 
by its members including 11 Fellowships of the 
Royal Society.

The Faculty has an outstanding reputation for 
teaching; led by world-authorities, its teaching 
facilities are linked to cutting edge research and 
equipment. Undergraduate teaching follows either 
traditional subject based courses or a distinctive 
and popular Natural Sciences degree that permits 
undergraduates to study modules selected 
from different departments. The Faculty�s 4000 
undergraduates are amongst the best quali� ed at 
entry in the country, with almost every student 
achieving at least three As at A level.

Departments and Schools:
Biological and Biomedical 
Sciences, 
Chemistry, 
Computer Science, 
Earth Sciences, 
Engineering, 
Mathematical Sciences, 
Physics, 
Psychology. 

A chance discovery by David Parker 
and colleagues in the Chemistry 
Department means that changes 
in cells in the human body could 
be seen in a completely different 
light. The research team discovered 
dramatic changes in the way light 
is emitted by optical probes. This 
has led to the creation of a new 
type of probe for examining protein 
interactions that could be used for 
cellular imaging.

Instruments for space telescopes. 
The Centre for Advanced 
Instrumentation manufactures 
delicate equipment for most of the 
world�s major telescopes and for the 
European Space Agency (Prof Ray 
Sharples).

18 Faculty of Science

The Faculty of  Science. Durham was one of  the first Universities 
in the world to bring Science into its curriculum. In 1838, the first 
Civil and Mining Engineering Degree in the UK was established 
by Temple Chevallier. Durham had some of  the earliest scientific 
laboratories in the country and the science base expanded rapidly 
in the 1950s. Our science is built on significant international impact 
across the core Natural Sciences – Physics, Chemistry, Biology and 
Mathematics – alongside Engineering, Earth Sciences, Computer 
Science and Psychology. 



Professor Ken Durose (Physics) leads the UK�s consortium Professor Ken Durose (Physics) leads the UK�s consortium 
(SUPERGEN) developing light-absorbing materials (SUPERGEN) developing light-absorbing materials 
for use in the production of thin-layer solar photovoltaic for use in the production of thin-layer solar photovoltaic 
(PV) cells used to convert light energy into electricity. (PV) cells used to convert light energy into electricity. 
The development of a range of new materials offers less The development of a range of new materials offers less 
expensive and sustainable manufacture of solar panels. expensive and sustainable manufacture of solar panels. 



Amongst the Financial Times Top 25 European 
Business Schools, the School is fully accredited 
by EQUIS and the Association of MBAs and its 
doctoral programmes (both PhD and DBA) are 
accredited by the Economic and Social Research 
Council. We work closely with individuals and 
organisations of all sizes through our executive 
education programmes, knowledge transfer 
partnerships and business projects. Our links 
with industry enable us to develop vibrant, 
multi-disciplinary, progressive courses that re� ect 
the business climate and keep our teaching and 
research relevant and challenging.

DBS offers undergraduate programmes and 
a range of taught and research postgraduate 
programmes including MBAs, specialist 
masters degrees (in Finance, Economics, 
Accounting, Marketing, Management and HR 
Management), PhDs, DBAs and open and 
bespoke Executive Education. DBS also offers a 
range of other business-based activity, including 
business placements for undergraduates, 
recruitment activity for organisations looking for 
postgraduates, consultancy for private and public 
sector organisations and collaborative research.

The school has strong international links through 
its diverse student community in Durham, 
its numerous exchange programmes and the 
teaching that takes place abroad, such as the 
Caribbean MBA. 

The Business School�s Management Development 
Centre (MDC) has, through a combination of 
academic and business knowledge, developed 
a number of innovative approaches to business 
and education. Programmes are designed for 
industries as diverse as Banking, Architecture, 
Manufacturing, Health and Telecoms, and are 
available as bespoke programmes or via our open 
courses such as the Executive MA in Enterprise 
Management.

For more information, please visit 
www.durham.ac.uk/dbs
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Durham Business 
School

The Durham DBA Programme has 
now been launched in China. In 
collaboration with Fudan University, 
teaching began in November 2007 in 
Shanghai with an inaugural cohort 
of senior executives from both the 
private and public sectors.

 Durham’s Business School (DBS) is known 
world wide for its innovative approach to business education, for 
the excellence of  its postgraduate programmes, and for developing 
business leaders through a programme that constantly seeks ways of  
adding value to its wide range of  corporate and individual clients 
and stakeholders. DBS is housed in a modern building in rural 
surroundings with superb views of  the City, and a research-led learning 
environment educating graduates who are both leaders and thinkers, 
imbued with intellectual rigour and an appetite for lifelong learning. 

ENGAGING WITH AN MBA STUDENT WAS A 
FIRST FOR US BUT DEFINITELY NOT THE LAST. 
HE ADDED A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE TO OUR 
THINKING. 
Steve Morrison, Head of Strategy and Planning, 
Bank of Scotland Corporate.
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MY YEARS AT 
DURHAM ARE 
INCANDESCENT 
IN MY MIND AND 
MY IMAGINATION. 
I WOULD NEVER 
HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO MOUNT THE 
INVESTIGATIONS 
AND CAMPAIGNS 
I HAVE WITHOUT 
THE SCHOOLING 
IN ECONOMICS 
AND POLITICS. 
FLOREAT DUNELM! 
Sir Harold EvansSir Harold Evans. . 
Pioneer of investigative Pioneer of investigative 
journalism and one journalism and one 
of the most in� uential of the most in� uential 
newspaper editors of newspaper editors of 
the 20the 20thth Century.  Century. 



 Durham University offers its students a 
challenging and rewarding education through its ethos of  research-
led teaching combined with opportunities for personal development. 
We are committed to education, instilling in our students the ability 
to learn and think together with an emphasis on leadership, respect 
for others and social and environmental responsibility. We are 
preparing our graduates for the rest of  their life. 
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Our undergraduate teaching combines traditional 
methods, such as personal tutorials, with the 
most advanced digital approaches. For example, 
we lead the UK�s only Centre for Excellence 
in Teaching and Learning for Active Learning 
in Computing. We seek to encourage student 
engagement where knowledge is obtained by 
sharing, problem-solving and creating. We 
generate innovative tools to support active 
learning techniques, revolutionising the learning 
environment to enable students to control the 
pace and style of their learning as well as to 
signi� cantly enhance their employability.

Our colleges (see pages 26 and 27) provide 
diverse communities and opportunities which 
help every student to settle into academic 
and social life at the University, along with an 
unrivalled level of pastoral care. We are proud 
of our very high retention rates. Durham is 
in the top handful of universities for students 
successfully completing their degrees. Our 
departments, colleges and support services 
work together to ensure that the education and 
student experience we offer is both supportive 
and rewarding, as well as being matched to the 
individual.

Learning and 
Education

At Durham, our students have direct access to 
some of the world�s � nest academic minds � they 
learn how to learn and become self-starting, 
able to turn their hand to anything and make a 
difference in whatever � eld of endeavour they 
choose. Students are taught by leaders in their 
� elds � people who themselves are making a 
difference through their research and teaching. 
We expect academic excellence but recognise 
that academic success is only half the story � we 
encourage personal development and skills 
through participation in the widest variety of 
extracurricular activities. It is no surprise that 
our students are sought widely by employers and 
make their mark at national and international 
levels. 

Durham welcomes the most talented students, 
whatever their background. Our student body 
comes from over 120 countries worldwide, an 
enriching experience for all. Competition for 
places is high: typically we receive about eight 
applications for every undergraduate place. 
Nonetheless, we work hard to ensure that those 
students who will most bene� t from the type 
of high quality education we offer can come to 
Durham.



Foundation Centre 

The University�s Foundation Centre is one of the 
leading national centres delivering programmes 
to develop students� learning skills and knowledge 
in preparation for degree level study at Durham 
University or other leading institutions. The 
majority of students who join the Foundation 
Programme are over 21, with many coming back 
to education after a break of several years. Success 
rates are some of the highest in the sector � typically 
around 80% of students on the programme 
progress to succeed at degree level study.

Our award winning Techno CafØ 
is a specialist learning environment 
which has generated considerable 
interest within the wide educational 
community both within the UK 
and beyond.
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MANY OF OUR ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES INCLUDE SMALL GROUP WORKING, 
A GREAT WAY OF ENABLING STUDENTS TO LEARN. TO BE MOST EFFECTIVE, 
GROUPS NEED AN ENVIRONMENT THAT FACILITATES THEIR DISCUSSIONS. THE 
TECHNO CAFÉ PROVIDES SUCH AN ENVIRONMENT, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO 
WORK COLLABORATIVELY, SUPPORTED BY TECHNOLOGY, IN A RELAXED SETTING.
Dr Liz Burd, Senior Lecturer in Computer Science.

Grants and Scholarships

Our aim is to ensure that all suitably quali� ed 
students who can bene� t from a Durham education 
have access to � nancial support if required. 
The Durham Grant Scheme is a non-repayable 
bursary scheme for our UK undergraduates. We 
also target support towards students from the 
North East and from areas of low participation in 
higher education. Hardship funds, often donated 
by our alumni, are available to students who � nd 
themselves in unforeseen � nancial dif� culties. 

In addition, we have some of the most generous 
scholarships in the country to recognise merit. 
These vary from Choral Scholarships at the 
Cathedral and some of the colleges, to Entrance 
Scholarships for those who excel at National 
level in Sport, Music and Performing Arts, and 
Academic Scholarships for our highest achieving 
students. 

Durham students enjoy excellent facilities which support 
and enhance their academic studies. Signi� cant 
investment takes place each year to ensure students have 
access to the best lecture theatres, seminar rooms and 
subject speci� c facilities such as science laboratories, 
special collections and dedicated libraries.



Postgraduate 
Study  Postgraduate students from over 120 countries 

are an increasing proportion of  Durham’s total student population. 
Research students have the opportunity to work with academic 
mentors, libraries, collections and facilities which are amongst 
the best in the world, undertaking research which really makes 
a difference. Those on taught courses, whether academic or 
vocational, learn from leading scholars working at the international 
forefront. Many who study at Durham go on to become leaders 
in their fields of  study. Durham provides the environment and 
opportunities for the most able postgraduate students to excel in 
all they do, creating a better future for us all.
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The Graduate School is a dedicated and innovative 
department which enhances all aspects of postgraduate 
support and development. It understands 
the complex and demanding requirements of 
postgraduate study and provides a wide range of 
training and support for personal development 
and transferable skills. The Graduate School also 
organises events to enable students to share their 
ideas with future leaders from the full range of 
academic disciplines offered at Durham University.

The University provides an increasing number of 
scholarships, and other forms of � nancial support, 
for PhD students. There are also part-time work 
opportunities within the University. The prestigious 
Durham Doctoral Fellowships fully support many 
of the best and brightest students from all over the 
world. We are one of a small number of universities 
partnering Marshall Scholarships from the USA, 
and we have agreements with countries such as 
Jordan and Sri Lanka to ensure leading scholars 
from those countries can work at Durham. Durham University invests nearly £2m each year 

supporting the most able researchers from around the 
world through our Doctoral Fellowship Scheme. These 
highly talented individuals have the opportunity to 
become the next generation of academic leaders 
and leaders of society.

Postgraduate students at Durham University join 
one of our distinctive colleges and become part of a 
diverse community which provides a range of social, 
sporting and other non-academic opportunities. 
Ustinov College is a solely postgraduate community, 
housing students from over 80 nations. DURHAM WAS 

THE ONLY PLACE 
I WANTED TO 
DO MY PHD.  
THE GREAT 
FACILITIES 
AND TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
ARE COMBINED 
WITH THE 
ENCHANTING 
SETTING OF A 
HISTORICAL 
CITY. A 
DOCTORAL 
FELLOWSHIP 
MADE MY 
STUDY 
POSSIBLE.
Sarah Lister, 
Chemistry.



The Calman Learning Centre, The Calman Learning Centre, 
a state-of-the-art learning centre a state-of-the-art learning centre 
including lecture theatres and including lecture theatres and 
� exible breakout spaces was opened � exible breakout spaces was opened 
in 2007.in 2007.



 All our students belong to one of  our 
16 colleges, as well as an academic department. This unique duality
provides unparalleled opportunities for both academic excellence
and personal development and leadership, the hallmark of  a
Durham education. The colleges, each with their own traditions 
and individuality, are at the heart of  Durham’s distinctive student 
experience, which attracts and nurtures the very best students from 
around the world. Each college is a diverse, residential community of  
undergraduates, postgraduates and staff  from across the University 
enabling them to eat, work and relax together in a vibrant, 
supportive, interdisciplinary academic and social environment. 

26

Colleges

Our college communities enable students from 
different backgrounds to mix, discuss and share 
ideas with their peers from different countries, 
backgrounds, and subject disciplines. Most 
colleges have theatre groups, music groups and 
societies which engage in community outreach or 
environmental activities, as well as a wide variety 
of sports facilities and teams. Intercollegiate 
rivalry is one of the reasons that Durham 
University students have the highest level of 
sports participation and also excel in elite sport.

Each college creates a sense of place and 
community, brought about by distinctive 
architecture and location, as well as its people. 
Many have stunning views and beautiful grounds. 
Colleges range from the old (University College is 
based in Durham Castle, built in 1072) to the new 
(Josephine Butler College opened in 2007). Each 
college has a Junior Common Room (JCR) which 
is a self-governing hub of undergraduate activity. 
Students take the lead in organising social and 
cultural events, sports teams and competitions, 
and all manner of charitable work in local schools, 
prisons, hospices or centres for children with 
learning dif� culties. 

MY COLLEGE 
HAD A 
DEDICATED 
MEMBER 
OF STAFF TO 
DEAL WITH 
STUDENT 
PROBLEMS, 
WE CALLED 
HER OUR 
‘COLLEGE 
MUM’.
Rachel Fraser, 
(Politics,College 
of St Hild and 
St Bede, 2006).



Middle Common Rooms (MCRs) serve a similar 
role for postgraduate students. As well as a social 
focus based around common facilities, JCRs and 
MCRs provide student representation within their 
college and the University. Senior Common Rooms 
(SCRs) offer University staff and members of the 
local community an opportunity to engage in the 
academic and social life of the college and serve as 
student tutors and mentors.

The college system is designed to help support 
students in realising and achieving their true 
potential, to promote inclusivity and to empower 
students to get involved in social engagement. 
The governance structure of JCRs offers the 
opportunity to develop valuable life skills such 
as communication, teamwork, leadership and 
decision-making.

The life of a college is as varied as it is full, with 
something for everyone. To support such a 
diverse range of activities, college facilities are 
extensive. They include libraries, sports facilities, 
IT rooms, multi-purpose spaces designed for 
large social events and arts productions, bars and 
common rooms, and facilities that represent the 
particular interests of the community, such as 
dark rooms, multi-gyms, music rooms and art 
space. These complement and underpin the range 
of extracurricular activities provided through 
Durham Students Union, the university-wide 
student organisation and its 800 societies and clubs.

Durham University provides welfare and pastoral 
support to our students which are second to none. 
Full-time senior tutors and college staff provide 
advice and a friendly face for students, away from 
their academic department. Their role is to talk 
to students about anything and to point the way 
to professional services where appropriate. Peer 
support schemes such as JCR Welfare Of� cers and 
College Parenting, with older students acting as 
mentors to incoming students, also contribute to 
the sense of community in a college. 

Perhaps the greatest testimony to the colleges is 
that our alumni retain a sense of belonging and 
college loyalty long after they have left Durham, 
returning again and again.
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WE ARE DELIGHTED THE UNIVERSITY HAS 
PROVIDED SO MUCH SUPPORT TO US AND 
GIVEN US THIS FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY TO 
HELP JEWISH LIFE GROW EVEN FURTHER IN 
DURHAM, PROVIDING A FACILITY TO HAVE 
MORE REGULAR FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS FOR 
LARGER GROUPS AND PUT ON MORE EVENTS 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.
Alan Sheppard, co-president of Durham University�s 
Jewish Society. The University welcomes and supports 
students of all faiths or none. In 2007, a new kosher 
kitchen was opened at St Aidan�s College.
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Founded 1846
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 Team Durham is a national leader in each 
of  the three core strands of  any modern sports programme – elite 
performance and leadership, student participation and sport in 
community outreach. Our philosophy is to provide opportunities to 
allow exceptional people to do exceptional things. Durham boasts an 
impressive list of  graduates who have gone on to international success 
and leadership, such as Frank Tyson, Will Carling, Phil de Glanville, 
Will Greenwood, Nasser Hussein, Jonathan Edwards and Andrew Strauss. 
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Elite Performance

To pursue sport at the highest level there are few 
better places than Durham. We have full-time 
professional coaches in Cricket, Hockey, Fencing, 
Rowing, Basketball, Lacrosse, and Tennis, soon 
to be joined by Rugby and Netball, all of whom 
are supported by three full-time strength and 
conditioning coaches. We are an English Institute 
of Sport hub site, a British Olympic passport 
holder�s site, and host Centres of Excellence in 
Rowing, Cricket and Fencing. The House of 
Sport is home to a number of regional governing 
bodies and our close working relationships ensure 
that students have every opportunity possible to 
progress through their sport-speci� c performance 
pathway.

Our infrastructure provides the opportunity to 
be the best. Durham University has First Class 
County Cricket status and the men�s and women�s 
teams compete in the England Hockey National 
League. Durham is consistently the leading 
British University for rowing, winning 11 out of 
14 gold medals at the Championship Head in 
2008, and accumulating more points than second 
to � fth place combined at the British Universities 
Championships. Examples of success in diverse 
sports include individual UK titles in Cross 
Country, Mountaineering and Judo, and team 
titles in Basketball and Canoe Polo.

Sport

Examples of current 
students competing in their 
sport at international level:
�  Claire Bennett represents 

the Senior England 
Fencing Team at the 
Commonwealth Games.

�  Sophie Hosking won 
a silver medal at the 
2007 World Rowing 
championships.

�  Felicity Milton 
represented Great 
Britain at the 2007 
World Cross Country 
Championships.

Emily Taylor won a silver medal in 
the GB VIII at the 2008 European 
Championships.

AS I VISITED MANY OF MY OLD HAUNTS I 
REALISED WHAT AN EXTRAORDINARY ROLE 
DURHAM UNIVERSITY HAD PLAYED IN 
ALLOWING ME TO REACH THE HIGHEST 
LEVELS OF THE GAME.
Will Greenwood, former England Rugby Union 
player (BA Economics, Hat� eld College, 1994).



Sports Outreach.

The University Sport programme engages 
with all 47 local Durham schools and all of the 
City�s major clubs. Over 100 students volunteer 
to coach school children on an annual basis, 
whilst approximately 2000 children have the 
opportunity to use the University�s sporting 
facilities each year. However, it is the role that 
these partnerships play beyond sport that is 
most important, with the aspirations of children 
increasing as a direct result of exposure to 
the University and regular access to current 
University students. 

Our internationally-acclaimed outreach work 
sets Durham apart from other universities. 
Facilities are used to host programmes that 
rehabilitate drug users and support vulnerable 
women, homeless children, and youth 
offenders. Multi-skill sport programmes are 
adopted in consultation with client groups and 
delivered by staff and students across traditional 
and non-traditional sports including Football, 
Trampoline, Rock Climbing, Kick Boxing, 
Cheer Leading, Fencing, Rowing, Table Tennis 
and gym work. As an example, several clients 
have recently attained their FA Level One 
coaching award.

Participation.

Sport is an integral part of our all-round 
undergraduate and postgraduate opportunity. 
Over 85% of our students take part in over 50 
sports on a regular basis in a programme that 
is larger than any other intramural competition 
offered in Britain. In any one weekend, over 
2,000 students play in our competitive league 
structure. We probably have the biggest Hockey 
and Rugby clubs in Britain, with 37 hockey sides 
and 34 male and female rugby sides, but these are 
dwarfed when set against our 72 male and female 
soccer sides. The league programme also includes 
Netball, Basketball, Tennis, Badminton and 
Squash, and more recently has been extended 
to Lacrosse, Athletics, Volleyball, Frisbee, Water 
Polo and Swimming. This programme not only 
stimulates a healthy intercollegiate rivalry, but it 
also gives a feeling of belonging to many students, 
something that is often very important during the 
initial stages of an individual�s university career. 

Steve Rowbotham only started 
rowing when he arrived at Durham 
and was one of our six alumni 
olympians of Beijing 2008 where 
he won a bronze medal.

In 2007, Mollie Pearse, a Sport 
undergraduate, coached � ve 
Zambian athletes selected for the 
Special Olympics in China, all 
children who had never been out of 
their own town, never mind their 
country. The coaching resulted in 
Mollie having to � nd transport, food 
and equipment on a daily basis just 
to make the programme work. Two of 
her � ve athletes won silver medals.

In 2008 the men�s hockey team was promoted to the 
National Hockey League for the � rst time ever. Durham 
now has both its men�s and women�s sides in the 
England National League. 
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Andrew Strauss (Hat� eld: 1998) 
England International cricketer.



 Durham University leads in environmental 
sustainability, in both research and the way our community lives. Our 
sustainable purchasing policy is nationally-regarded. We are one of  a 
handful of  universities in the UK to be Energy Efficiency Accredited. In 
February 2007 Durham achieved Fairtrade status and we serve Fairtrade 
products in our University shops, cafés and bars. We have pioneered living 
green roofs on some of  our buildings.  Above all, what makes Durham 
stand out from other Universities is the active involvement of  hundreds of  
students in all our colleges via the Sustainable Living Action Group.
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Environment and 
Sustainability

Our research in renewables is internationally 
leading in several areas. The unique facilities and 
expertise for plastic electronic development at 
NetPark, Durham�s science park, are attracting 
companies from around the world. Dr Jim 
Bumby in Engineering is currently testing new 
designs for wind turbines in partnership with 
Jordan, Professor Peter Tavner and colleagues 
are making important strides in understanding 
wind turbine reliability and Professor Ken Durose 
leads the UK research effort on photovoltaics. 
Equally signi� cant are the efforts in social policy 
in relation to acceptability of renewable energy 
led by Dr Harriett Bulkeley in Geography. 

Durham University�s target is to be recognised as 
one of the leading environmentally-sustainable 
universities within the next � ve years. This 
involves the active commitment of every member 
of our University community, led by the Dean 
for Environmental Sustainability, Professor Tim 
Burt. An �energy champion� in every department 
and college ensures that everyone takes energy 
use seriously. Our objective is to make signi� cant 
savings in electricity and gas use in the coming 
years by raising awareness of the cost of utilities, 
both environmental and � nancial.

The Fairtrade Foundation requires 
an annual reaccreditation of all 
Fairtrade Universities and in 2008 
Durham was praised for keeping 
the momentum going both in terms 
of the product ranges available for 
sale and the campaigning activities 
undertaken.

At the 2008 Green Gown Awards, 
the Group picked up the award for 
Best Student-Led Initiative in a UK 
University for encouraging students 
to live more environmentally-friendly 
lifestyles.

The Just World 
Shop in St John�s 
College is the 
oldest running 
Fairtrade shop in 
the world, and is 
run by volunteers 
from the student 
body.



Josephine Butler College is the only 
college in the UK with a Green 
living roof. The roof was built for 
aesthetic and environmental reasons 
and ensures that the College blends 
into the landscape. It also has 
signi� cant environmental bene� ts as 
it absorbs rainwater and insulates 
the building, reducing energy 
consumption.

The worldwide Fairtrade movement and ethical 
business movement originated at Durham 
University through a visionary group of students 
who were thinking about new and better ways of 
doing things. The � rst Fairtrade shop was opened 
in the 1970s in St John�s College by Richard 
Adams and still operates from the same site. 
This led to Traidcraft, now a major international 
business which still operates locally in Gateshead. 
Fairtrade accreditation ensures that Fairtrade 
goods are stocked in all our shops and served at 
University meetings. The University has led both 
Durham City and Stockton to Fairtrade status and 
is leading our partner cities in other areas such as 
eliminating bottled water from University events 
and eliminating plastic bags from all shops and 
supermarkets and �green transport� plans.

Our Sustainable Living Action Group aims 
to increase the pro� le of environmental 
sustainability in Durham�s student community 
and initiate long-term culture-change. This is 
achieved through a network of representatives 
who share environmental information with all 
students in their colleges, including sustainability, 
comfort, health, and ef� ciency issues. They also 
provide information and ideas to the college 
and University authorities on environmental 
infrastructure and policy improvements. 

The University electricity supplier 
npower business donated 1200 Compact 
Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs) to the 
University. The CFLs will enable the 
University to save 1,052,688 Kilowatt 
Hours of electricity over the lifetime of 
the bulbs. This energy saving equates 
to a reduction of 452 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide.

Signing of a partnership agreement for a new 
professorship. Durham University�s Centre for Research 
into Earth Energy Systems (CeREES) � led by 
Professor Richard Davies � recently formed an exciting 
partnership with DONG Energy and Ikon Science to 
create the new position of Professor of Carbon Capture 
and Storage (CCS) and Energy. Researchers will aim to 
� nd ef� cient and reliable ways of gathering CO2 from 
fossil-fuel � red power plants and storing it in former oil 
and gas � elds or aquifers inde� nitely so it cannot add to 
global warming.

Durham University Solar Car (DUSC) is a solar powered car developed by a 
team within the School of Engineering. The car was � rst built in 2004 and is 
now undergoing further development in order to improve its performance. It 
competed in the 2008 North American Solar Challenge, and was the only UK 
entry registered in the race for solar-powered vehicles, covering 2400 miles 
from Dallas, Texas, in the USA, to Calgary, Alberta in Canada.
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 Culture is the thread that binds our University 
community together – students and staff, colleges and departments – 
and links us to the wider communities in the North East, nationally 
and internationally. Durham University offers enormous breadth and 
depth of  cultural experiences that go on almost every day and night 
helping students, staff  and community to grow together through a 
shared cultural experience. This is enriched by our diverse community 
of  international students and scholars who bring a unique blend of  
cultural distinctiveness and identity to Durham.
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Culture and 
the Arts

Whilst academic excellence is at the heart of what 
we do, culture in its varied forms is the soul of the 
University � creating an environment in which 
we can explore and grow as people whilst sharing 
experiences far beyond the classroom walls or 
University gates.

�All the world�s a stage� and nowhere is this more 
evident than at Durham University, home to a 
wealth of performing talent, with colleges and 
student societies presenting a unique range of 
drama, music, and art festivals. Choirs, orchestras 
and brass bands offer a variety of performances to 
enrich all of our lives. As a focal point for student 
theatre we have our own 19th  Century student 
theatre, the Assembly Rooms, with its recently 
refurbished auditorium.

Prestigious music, choral and arts scholarships 
ensure we have some of the best talent in the country 
amongst our student body. Many of our students 
establish professional performing careers at the 
highest level, whilst others go on to become agents, 
entrepreneurs and impresarios. The opportunity 
for all students to participate in cultural activities, 
as amateurs or at a professional standard, at 
their College, within the University or in national 
groups, is at the heart of the Durham Difference.

Many of our students are or have been members 
of the National Youth Choir or the National Youth 
Orchestra. The National Youth Choir has recently 
moved its headquarters to Durham and from 
2010 Durham University will become a home for 
National Youth Orchestra courses. 

Student Theatre - Durham University Light Opera Group 
(DULOG) stages four musical productions a year and 
is just one of the hundreds of student societies on offer at 
Durham. DULOG provides an opportunity for students 
to become involved in all aspects of musical theatre from 
acting, singing and dancing through to stage direction, 
production, musical direction and choreography.



The Grade I listed Kingsgate Bridge 
was the architect Sir Ove Arup�s 
personal favourite design � even 
though Arup also designed the Sydney 
Opera House. The bridge provides 
the main link between the colleges 
located on the Peninsula and the rest 
of Durham�s university buildings.

World-class performers and events are brought 
to the University through our departments. 
Musicon is an international concert series, 
bringing leading artists to Durham, like John 
Lill and Sir Thomas Allen. The Allegri Quartet 
has spent a year in residence at the University. 
Our Music Department is home to some of the 
most important electro-acoustic composers in the 
country and plays an active role in the city�s Brass 
Band Festival, which foregrounds this essential 
part of the cultural heritage of the North East. 

Durham University�s cultural heritage can be 
illustrated by the many great innovators of 
the 19th and 20th Century who were awarded 
honorary degrees by the University and thus 
became part of an impressive legacy of the most 
lauded scholars, artists and cultural pioneers 
whose work continues to shape Durham�s 
impressive research and scholarship in arts 
and culture. From Elgar to Wordsworth, Dame 
Margot Fontaine to Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, 
Durham�s links with the arts� leading lights serves 
to illuminate the University�s commitment to 
excellence.

The University has a stream of exhibitions 
showcasing local and national artists and also 
houses a number of important art works in its 
colleges. For example, Trevelyan College has one 
of the best national collections of paintings by 
Mary Feddon and Jon Trevelyan on display.

a rts festival

In 2008, The Durham Arts Festival 
brought world-renowned visual art 
to the City, presenting exhibitions 
from leading artists, including 
Quentin Blake, Lee Miller and John 
Foxx, alongside lectures, workshops 
and educational programming for 
children and international � lm and 
theatre events.

The University�s tranquil Botanic 
Garden is a hugely popular attraction. 
Set amongst beautiful woodland on 
the southern outskirts of the City, it 
offers a varied programme of events 
and activities for people of all ages.

The University�s Museums and Collections are 
a unique cultural resource, not just for teaching 
and research, and are recognised nationally and 
internationally (page 34). For a more restful 
cultural experience, one can visit the beautiful 18 
acre Botanic Garden with its emphasis not only 
on beauty and tranquillity but also biodiversity.

Durham is an architectural treasure where old 
and new combine to dramatic effect. Durham 
Castle and Palace Green are owned by the 
University and, along with the Cathedral, make 
up the � rst UNESCO World Heritage Site to be 
established in the UK and extended in 2008, 
a living academic community with a heritage 
stretching back over 1000 years. Most of the 
remaining medieval part of the City, surrounded 
by a precipitous river gorge, is occupied by the 
University and its Colleges and we own and live 
in over 80 grade I and II listed buildings. 

Outside the medieval walls, the University has 
some of the most wonderful examples of cutting 
edge modern architecture � the Grade I listed 
Kingsgate Bridge (Sir Ove Arup), St Aidan�s 
College (Sir Basil Spence), and the Library (Sir 
William Whit� eld), all stand out. The 1960s 
Palace Green Library extension by George Pace, 
and the 1930s chapel belonging to the College 
of St Hild and St Bede have both recently been 
listed, and the brand new Calman Learning 
Centre has already won a national award.
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 The Library is at the heart of  any great university, 
providing information resources and related services to staff  and 
students alike. Durham University Library is based on a number 
of  sites in Durham and Stockton, including the 15th  Century 
Exchequer Building and Cosin’s Library which was established in 
1669 on the Palace Green World Heritage Site. Our collections of  
rare books have specialist storage, alongside those of  the Cathedral 
muniments which we also manage, in the medieval Cathedral College.

34

Libraries, Museums 
and Special 
Collections

Each of our sixteen colleges has its own library, 
some of which are extensive and provide access to 
books as well as quiet working spaces. Data wiring 
and wireless connectivity enables library users 
to work in a way that is convenient to them, and 
to access a print collection with in excess of 1.5 
million items, supplemented by rapidly growing 
collections of digital resources, such as electronic 
journals, databases and electronic books. In 
addition to housing books, our libraries provide 
� exible study space for staff, students and visiting 
scholars. 

The library houses one of the great collections 
of ancient and medieval manuscripts. It is 
home to the Sudan Archive - papers of former 
of� cials, soldiers, missionaries, businessmen and 
individuals who served or lived in the Sudan 
during the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium 
period - which is an essential reference point 
for clarifying boundary disputes in Sudan 
and Darfur, and is the best collection outside 
Khartoum. The Middle East Documentation 
Unit is a national resource of primary documents 
on the economy, politics and society of the 
contemporary Middle East. 

The Library also houses political papers from 
key individuals such as Earl Grey, Sir Donald 
Hawley, Jack Lawson, and Malcolm MacDonald, 
and many family and estate papers relating to the 
North of England, including Shafto (Beamish) 
and Shipperdson, as well as many ecclesiastical 
papers relating to the Cathedral. Modern literary 
and musical manuscripts include the Abbott and 
Plomer collections, Basil Bunting Poetry Archive, 
and those of Dame Ethel Smyth. 

The library has considerable expertise in the 
conservation of archives and manuscripts and 
won a national ICON (Institute of Conservation) 
Award for Collections Care in 2007. Our 
extensive holdings of early and rare printed 
books include collections by Bamburgh, Cosin, 
Elliott (cryptography), Kellett (Renaissance 
medicine), Pratt Green (hymnbooks and 
hymnology), William Plomer and Basil Bunting 
(modern English literature). 



Egyptian Art from Durham 
University � an exhibition touring 
Japan, visiting six cities, until 2009, 
displays many unique artefacts from 
The Oriental Museum, including the 
famous Obelisk.

Book of Hours. Durham�s medieval 
collections continue to grow. Thanks 
to a generous gift from one of our 
alumni, one of the best available 
copies of the 15th  Century book 
of hours was acquired for the 
University in 2008.

The Chinese collection is one of the most 
comprehensive in Europe and includes
numerous � ne examples from later dynasties 
along with a signi� cant and representative 
collection of pieces from earlier dynasties. The 
museum owns a portfolio of 60 contemporary 
Chinese prints, representing the work of many of 
China�s best contemporary printmakers.

Once a key part of Durham�s cloth-making 
industry, the Old Fulling Mill is now home to 
Durham University�s Museum of Archaeology. 
The collections display a fascinating insight into 
the rich heritage of the North East of England, 
as well as showcasing items from across Europe. 
Highlights include outstanding Roman collections 
together with Anglo-Saxon, Medieval and Tudor 
� nds from Durham City and the local area. 

In addition to the permanent displays, the Old 
Fulling Mill hosts regularly changing temporary 
exhibitions and a lively programme of family 
activities at weekends and during school holidays. 

Museums

Durham University is home to many important 
collections for research, teaching and public 
access, housed in our Oriental and Archaeological 
museums.

Our Oriental Museum boasts not one, but 
two MLA Designated Collections, recognising 
their outstanding national and international 
importance. The Museum displays a remarkably 
comprehensive collection of art and artefacts 
covering the entire range of human history 
and late pre-history from the civilizations and 
cultures of Asia, Egypt, Islamic North Africa 
and the Near and Middle East. Its celebrated 
Egyptian collection is one of the best Egyptology 
resources in Britain, ranging from the Predynastic 
to the Coptic periods in date with objects 
ranging from monumental sculpture to woven 
sandals. Key examples are a unique 18th Dynasty 
boxwood carving of a Nubian servant girl; the 
18th Dynasty polychrome sycamore boxes of 
Perpawty; and a � ne 13th Dynasty granite statue 
of the vizier Paser. 
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As well as contributing to the wide-
ranging teaching and research 
programmes in the Department of 
Archaeology, the Old Fulling Mill is 
also an important educational and 
enjoyable resource for local schools, 
families and visitors to Durham. 
School sessions take inspiration from 
the museum�s Roman, Greek and 
Tudor collections including an object 
handling session, art workshops, 
literacy and numeracy activities and 
drama activities.

Some of the most interesting and 
varied materials in the Sudan 
Archive relate to the life and times 
of Ali Dinar Zakariyya Muhammad 
al-Fadl (c. 1865-1916), the last 
sultan of Darfur. Heir to a multi-
ethnic empire built on long-distance 
trade, Ali Dinar�s ceremonial sword 
is part of our extensive archive.



 Social responsibility is as much a part of  
the University’s ethos as excellence. The University uses its strengths 
to engage with people and communities, locally and internationally, 
to bring about improvements in their lives and to tackle inequality 
and disadvantage. The University’s resources are available to local 
communities and we also take the University to people in their 
places – schools, homes, sports fields and workplaces. We seek to 
make a positive difference to people’s lives.
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Educational 
Outreach and Social 
Responsibility

Above all, we value education. The University is 
leading a unique School Academies programme 
in County Durham, working with partners to 
raise aspirations and educational attainment. We 
run a Teaching Fellowship Programme where 
postgraduate students each spend 100 days a year 
working in local schools, enriching the mainstream 
curriculum in Science and Modern Languages. 
Fifty undergraduates are developing educational 
projects in local schools as part of their �Science 
into Schools� modules.

Durham Union Society hosts the leading 
international residential debating competition 
for schools, students take their plays to the 
community, and our Botanic Garden has a schools 
programme in biodiversity and an annual �art 
in the garden� festival. We are a core partner in 
the internationally-renowned Centre for Life 
in Newcastle, exhibiting science to schools and 
the public. Durham and Newcastle Universities, 
together with the Centre for Life, were awarded 
Beacon of Public Engagement Status. This project, 
iKnow, marks a step change in our commitment 
to embed engagement within the culture of the 
University and to work more closely with those 
who would not normally cross our threshold.

INSPIRING 
YOUNG 
PEOPLE TO 
BELIEVE THAT 
THEY HAVE 
THE TALENT, 
DRIVE AND 
ENTHUSIASM 
TO SHAPE 
THEIR OWN 
FUTURE IS THE 
ESSENCE OF 
OUTREACH.
Mike Pennington, 
Dean for 
Educational 
Outreach.

National and International Policy Advice. Professor Ray 
Hudson FBA (Geography) has advised OECD on spatial 
development strategies and acted as special advisor to 
the House of Commons Select Committee on Coal� elds 
Regeneration. Professor Chris Higgins FMedSci was 
scienti� c advisor to the House of Lords Select Committee 
on Stem Cell Research. Professor Lena Dominelli 
(Applied Social Sciences) gave the 2008 keynote lecture 
 at the United Nations at the �Social Work day�. 



Much of our research focuses on issues which 
are critical for society. This extends from a major 
charitable research programme in Tanzania 
which is saving thousands of lives from infectious 
disease, to innovative research and development 
in renewable energy, enhancing health and 
well-being in inner cities through social policy 
research, or research into the causes and 
solutions of economic inequality for organisations, 
such as OECD. The Centre for Evaluation 
and Monitoring (CEM) conducts research on 
educational attainment in schools for the UK and 
other governments, monitoring over 1 million 
school children in the UK alone.

Societal bene� t and entrepreneurship are 
embedded in our teaching, guided by the Centre 
for Entrepreneurial Learning (Director: Dinah 
Bennett). Durham is a major centre for training 
social workers and is developing innovative health 
training for doctors working in deprived areas. 
Our collegiate system, and the opportunities 
it provides, aims to instil a sense of social 
responsibility in our students. Voluntary outreach 
is an integral part of their extended education, 
through a range of grassroots initiatives in which 
almost all our students participate in one way 
or another. Several colleges have student-led 
programmes where students go into the local 
community, or bring local children from deprived 
neighbourhoods into the University. 

With access to the considerable expertise, 
resources and passion of a proactive and socially-
motivated university community of staff and 
students, Durham University is committed to 
community engagement and to developing long-
term partnerships. Our vision is to support and 
empower community members to undertake 
projects which can contribute to, and shape, their 
local community or projects which reach out to 
and support those in need around the globe.

The Science Learning Centre North East (SLCNE) is now run by Durham University staff at 
Framwellgate School and delivers high quality professional development for teachers and 
school technicians who teach 5 � 18 year olds, helping them to keep abreast of developments 
across science. Its Kit Club, Teacher-Scientist Network and Climate Change Schools Project 
deliver resources, enthusiasm and challenging science tailored to schools throughout the region.
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The University�s Advanced 
Apprentice Scheme employs local 
youngsters in the University, giving 
them necessary skills to help them 
develop a career. Above: Jonathan 
Briggs (Estates and Buildings, 
Ground section) Apprentice Most 
Improved Performance Award and 
Clare Hardy (Graduate School) 
Apprentice Student of the Year 
Award. 

Durham University Charities Committee (DUCK) won 
�Best Fundraising Team� at the Third Sector Excellence 
Awards, beating national and international charities 
such as UNICEF and NSPCC. DUCK was described as 
�groundbreaking every step of the way� by Megan Pacey, 
Director of Policy and Campaigns for the Institute of 
Fundraising. It raises over £400k per annum for good causes.



Durham University scientists are 
examining the beginnings of our 
Universe by making use of the world�s 
biggest experiment. The Large 
Hadron Collider is a gigantic particle 
accelerator built 100m underground 
at CERN (the European 
Organisation for Nuclear Research) 
in Geneva. By crashing particle beams 
into each other at high speed, scientists 
hope to recreate conditions following 
the Big Bang to answer some of the 
most fundamental mysteries of our 
Universe.
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A University 
for the World

Jordan

Research and teaching links have existed between 
Durham and Jordan for many years across a 
variety of subject areas, including Middle Eastern 
studies, International Relations, Geography, Earth 
Sciences and Business. The Badia Research and 
Development Programme has been operating 
since 1992 and aims to improve the quality of life 
for all inhabitants of the Badia through sustainable 
development, while linking the economy through 
national development policies and plans. This 
work has also led on to a wide range of links 
embracing schools, undergraduates, postgraduates 
and collaborative research across the whole 
University, with most of the universities in Jordan.

Examples of collaboration include joint 
workshops on the research theme of 
Globalisation, Deprivation and Economy; 
developments in Interfaith Studies with Prince 
Hassan of Jordan and Jordan�s Royal Institute 
for Interfaith Studies and an agreement with 
Jordan�s National Energy Research Centre for 
collaborative development of a wind energy 
generator designed by Durham�s School of 
Engineering. 

 The University provides an interface for culture, 
communities and ideas from across the world. Our students come from 
over 120 countries and add vitality and diversity to the University’s 
intellectual and social life. Durham alumni are found in all walks of  
life across the globe. Our international activities are underpinned by 
a commitment to research-led education, valuing knowledge and 
learning for their own sake as well as for the cultural, social and 
economic benefits they offer. We aim to communicate knowledge 
and learning to communities wherever they may be in the world. 
Our academic staff  have an extensive network of  collaborations 
and partnerships with the leading institutions, researchers and facilities. 
The Institute of  Advanced Study (see page 12) brings major 
international Þ gures into residence at Durham.



Richard Davies (Earth Sciences) has played 
a key role in helping determine the cause of 
the mud volcano, Lusi, which started to erupt 
in May 2006 in Indonesia and has displaced 
around 30,000 people from their homes and 
swamped 12 villages. Petroleum geologist 
from around the globe considered evidence 
presented by Richard and other experts before 
concluding that the mud volcano was triggered 
by drilling of a nearby gas exploration well. 
This may have implications for compensation 
of the local population affected.

The School of Education is working with the 
National University of Lesotho and the Lesotho 
College of Education on aspects of Teacher 
Education. Durham staff work with colleagues 
from Lesotho on developing a national 
curriculum and enhancing teacher training. 
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Sri Lanka � the �Durham model� 
for internationalisation

Durham University�s Project Sri Lanka began 
with the 2004 tsunami tragedy that devastated 
livelihoods and took a quarter of a million lives. 
From a desire to help rebuild devastated lives 
overseas, Project Sri Lanka has evolved into a 
complex pan-University programme which makes 
a major contribution to the lives and experiences 
of our students, develops academic exchanges for 
teaching and research, and helps to rebuild lives 
and improve education in Sri Lanka itself. Project 
Sri Lanka has students and young people at its 
heart, yet is underpinned by academic research 
and teaching in a wide range of disciplines which 
have relevance to understanding natural disasters 
and dealing with basic human needs.

Each year Durham students travel to �adopted� 
communities in Sri Lanka to build new schools 
and other community buildings necessary for 
sustainable income generation. Whilst there, 
they also engage in a wide variety of community 
support activities, help with the teaching of 
English, Sport, Drama and Music at our partner 
universities, and support the community 
development work of local partner organisations. 
Many Durham staff have now visited our partner 
universities in Sri Lanka for joint research 
projects and to support teaching and curriculum 
development. Durham University also provides 
College Fellowships and Scholarships for staff and 
students from Sri Lanka to undertake research 
and postgraduate study here.

Project Sri Lanka has been recognised by HEFCE 
and the British Council as a model of good 
practice in the internationalisation of higher 
education and has been supported by many 
bodies and prominent Sri Lankans, including 
Durham alumnus, George Alagiah. 

For more information, visit: 
www.durham.ac.uk/project.srilanka

DUCK school, Rassandeniya, Sri Lanka.



 Durham University has long been a centre 
for innovation and entrepreneurial activity. We foster a climate in 
which ideas and intellectual property generated from our research 
are used to full advantage for the benefit of society, enhancing both 
well-being and economic development across the community and 
the world. Our graduates are of  high intellectual and innovative 
ability and make major impacts in a wide range of  work places and 
throughout society. An important component of  our research is 
long term collaboration with world-class companies, wherever they 
are based. The University also works with external stakeholders 
to enhance the development of, and support for, entrepreneurial 
businesses locally and throughout the world. 
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Entrepreneurship

Students Douglas Bell and Alex 
Hodgkinson won the Creativity and 
Design category at the Blueprint 
Awards (the North East Universities 
Business Planning Competition). 
Their national youth culture 
magazine is managed via an online 
social network which provides a 
unique space for undiscovered young 
artists, photographers, � lmmakers, 
animators, graphic designers and 
journalists to combine and promote 
their talents.

Durham Scienti� c Crystals (Kromek)

This spin-out from the Physics Department 
in 2003 is based on a novel crystal growth 
technology for use in large area x-ray and 
gamma ray detectors. These are incorporated 
into inspection machines that, for example, can 
distinguish explosives from benign cosmetics 
in airline baggage. Named Barclays Innovation 
Company of the Year 2006, it was shortlisted 
for The Engineer magazine�s Technology 
and Innovation Awards in 2007. It has won 
contracts with organisations such as the 
European Space Agency and its equity value 
is presently £45m.

Enterprise is embedded in 
the student curriculum and 
a growing number of core 
modules incorporate elements of 
enterprise education. Examples 
include a third year Biological 
Sciences module which enables 
students to prepare a full 
business plan for a biosciences 
start-up, and an open � rst year 
module in Entrepreneurship 
delivered by the Centre for 
Entrepreneurial Learning. Our 
Technology Transfer Of� ce leads 
in commercialising research 
outputs, through licensing, 
large research contracts, and 
establishing partnerships and 
spin-out companies.



Entrepreneurial alumni. 
Many of our alumni have 
proved themselves to be true 
entrepreneurs and have 
developed their own businesses. 
Here are just a few examples of 
success:
�  Paul Hawkins (PhD in Physics) 

� Inventor of Hawk-Eye, a 
revolutionary sports tracking 
device which is now widely 
used for cricket, tennis and 
other sports.

�  James Averdieck (Economics) 
� Founder and Managing 
Director of Gü Chocolate Puds, 
launched in 2003.

�  Anthony and Barbara 
Laithwaite (Geography; 
Chemistry) � Founders 
of the international Laithwaites 
Wines company.

�  David Sproxton (Geography) � 
Co-founder of Aardman 
Animations, best known for 
creating Morph and Wallace 
and Gromit. Winner of 
4 Oscars.
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Women into the Network (WIN)

Since 1999, through Women into the Network, 
Durham University has been helping to integrate 
women entrepreneurs into new and existing 
business networks. With over 4500 members 
across the North East, WIN provides a range 
of business support services including coaching 
sessions, workshops and social events. WIN runs 
the North East Woman Entrepreneur of the 
Year competition, which acts as a showcase for 
successful women entrepreneurs and provides a 
platform for further success. Examples include 
Doreen Forsyth of New Barns Farm Shop & 
Restaurant, who, having been regionally awarded 
Best Rural Woman Entrepreneur of 2004, went 
on to win the national BBC Good Food Magazine 
Small Producer of the Year title.

THE GLEAM 
PROGRAMME 
WAS AN 
INSPIRATION. 
THE SUPPORT 
AND ADVICE 
I RECEIVED 
FROM THE 
STAFF, 
MENTORS 
AND OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS 
WAS 
INVALUABLE 
AND MADE ME 
REALISE WHAT 
COULD BE 
POSSIBLE.
Pam Ainsley, 
GLEAM.

GLEAM (Graduate Learning of 
Entrepreneurship Accelerated 
through Mentoring)

GLEAM is a series of free enterprise and business 
development workshops where recent graduates 
from the North East are mentored by local 
artistic and creative practitioners to boost their 
entrepreneurial goals and turn their talent into 
a viable business. Pam Ainsley, from Thornaby, 
has compiled a book of the photographs that she 
took during the � lming of the award-winning � lm 
�Atonement� on location at Redcar beach, Tees 
Valley. Pam set up her own business, Hopes and 
Dreams Photography, after attending the GLEAM 
programme in 2002.

Netpark � Durham�s Science Park

Netpark, based on a green� eld site at 
Sedge� eld (half way between Durham and 
Queen�s campus) is a �jewel� in the North of 
England�s economic growth. A partnership 
between County Durham Development 
Corporation, the Centre of Process Industry 
and Durham University, working with the 
Regional Development Agency, its focus is on 
high-technology research and development, 
particularly that emerging from Physics and 
Chemistry. 

It is the site of the £10m PETec, the national 
� agship for the new technology of plastic 
electronics that will revolutionise how we interact 
with our devices - computers that can be rolled 
up and put in a pocket, low energy organic 
lighting that can be printed like newspapers, and 
smart clothing. PETec will help take research 
advances from the University Laboratories to 
commercial development. Independent forecasts 
predict this will be a £16b industry by 2015.
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Alumni

Following generous donations from two alumni, Government funding, and 
University support, the Institute of Hazard and Risk Research is housed 
in a new eye-catching £4.2m building, which is physically connected to 
the existing Geography building. It features state-of-the-art laboratories, 
seminar and meeting rooms, spacious of� ces, a communal meeting room, 
an environmentally-friendly sedum green roof and attractive internal 
and external landscaping.

 A Durham education provides our 
students with the critical thinking and leadership skills to become 
successful in whatever path they choose. Around the world, Durham 
alumni have made their mark in all walks of  life, from scholarship 
and research, to sport, business, politics, the environment and the 
arts. Speak to our alumni and you will find that their experiences at 
Durham profoundly changed and shaped their lives.

Beyond their individual successes, alumni form an 
important part of the Durham community. Alumni 
return again and again to reunions and organise 
communities and events around the world. They 
assist with the recruitment of undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, mentor current students, 
hire graduates, organise and attend events, and 
provide much-needed � nancial support. Several 
of our most iconic buildings - the Ogden Centre 
for Fundamental Physics and the Al-Qasimi 
Building housing the Institute for Middle East 
and Islamic Studies - would not have been possible 
without philanthropic support from our alumni. 
Our alumni serve as invaluable ambassadors for 
the University, and demonstrate on a daily basis 
how a Durham education can transform lives and 
engender success.



�Durham in the 60s offered a 
relaxed, liberal and stimulating 
education; not entirely divorced 
from the rest of the world. For 
me, it provided space to explore 
what we can know, wonder why 
the world is as it is, and think 
about what we ought to do. Times 
change, as they must and should, 
but Durham still provides a 
privileged place to ask what really 
matters - and it expects world-
changing answers.�
Richard Adams, Founder of Traidcraft 
(BA Social and Public Administration, 
St John�s College, 1968).
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Durham University develops careers; 
many former editors of the student 
newspaper �Palatinate� have gone on to 
become leading journalists, including 
Sir Harold Evans, George Alagiah, 
Hunter Davies and Jeremy Vine.

�I had a wonderful time at 
Durham and really enjoyed 
college based life. It was at 
Durham that I � rst developed an 
interest in journalism through 
working on Palatinate the student 
newspaper. That led me to start a 
career as a journalist which led me 
into television production. I have 
never looked back!�
Lorraine Heggessey, � rst woman 
Controller of BBC1, currently Chief 
Executive of Talkback Thames 
(English Literature and Language, 
with French as a subsidiary, 
Collingwood College, 1975-78).

Tim Smit (Horticulturalist and 
creator of the Eden Project)

Jonathan Edwards (World record-
holding athlete for the triple jump 
and Olympic Gold medalist)

Sheikh Sultan bin Mohamed 
Al-Qasimi (Ruler of Sharjah)

General Sir Richard Dannatt 
(Professional Head of the 
British Army)



I UNHESITATINGLY 
GAVE DURHAM MY 
VOTE FOR BEST 
CATHEDRAL ON 
PLANET EARTH.
BilBill Bryson, l Bryson, 
Notes from a Notes from a 
Small Island.Small Island.



I REMEMBER 
DURHAM 
WITH HUGE 
FONDNESS AND 
GRATITUDE. 
EVEN WHILE 
I WAS THERE 
I THINK I 
UNDERSTOOD 
WHAT A 
PRIVILEGE 
IT WAS TO 
SPEND THREE 
ENERGETIC 
YEARS IN SUCH 
A BEAUTIFUL 
PLACE. 
GeorGeorge Alagiah, ge Alagiah, 
Presenter, BBC Presenter, BBC 
News and BBC News and BBC 
World News World News 
(BA Pollitics, (BA Pollitics, 
Van Mildert Van Mildert 
College, 1978). College, 1978). 



 Durham was voted ‘Best City in the UK’ 
in 2007 by Condé Nast’s Traveller magazine, ahead of  Edinburgh 
and London. A cluster of  early colleges and departments nestle 
in the City’s medieval core, while others have grown in sympathy 
with the City’s expansion over the last one hundred years. In spite 
of  this growth, visitors will find that Durham remains a small, 
personal and friendly place to enjoy; it is possible to walk from one 
part of  the City to any other in twenty minutes, never far from 
mature woodland, the river gorge, or the all-dominating Cathedral. 

Our Queen�s Campus is only thirty minutes from 
Durham City, on the banks of the river Tees, 
at the heart of Teesside. The ground-breaking 
nature of the Stockton to Darlington railway, 
built by George Stephenson and also the � rst 
public railway in the world, is re� ected in the 
name of George Stephenson College. Although 
no building is more than � fteen years old, it is 
fast developing a character of its own. A striking 
£15m footbridge is to be opened across the Tees, 
enabling the University to expand its campus to 
the North Shore.

The bright lights of Newcastle, one of Europe�s 
liveliest cities, are only � fteen minutes away by 
train. We are a short drive from some of the 
most glorious coastline and rugged and isolated 
countryside in Britain. Transport links to the 
rest of the country, and indeed the world, are 
excellent. There is a regular express train to 
London King�s Cross which takes two and a half 
hours. Two international airports, Durham Tees 
Valley and Newcastle, are only thirty minutes 
drive away. Daily � ights to Amsterdam and Dubai 
from Newcastle give access to the world. 
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Durham, 
Stockton and The 
North East of 
England 

One of the world�s great concert 
halls, The Sage Gateshead, designed 
by Sir Norman Foster, is only 20 
minutes from Durham City Centre.

�In� nity Bridge�, a new footbridge across the River Tees, will form a pedestrian 
link between the University�s Queen�s Campus and the North Shore Development.





Total number of  students 15507
Undergraduates 11409
Postgraduates 4098
International students 2473 from over 120 
countries
Annual turnover £210m
The third oldest university in England with its 
academic foundations over 1000 years old
Durham Castle (1072) is the oldest university 
building in the world
Sunday Times University of  the Year 2005
Most highly cited in the UK for Science 2005
Most highly cited for Space Science in Europe 
and fourth in the world 1998-2008 
Ranked the top institution in the UK for 
overall student satisfaction in three subject 
areas – Theology and Religion, Combined 
Honours in Arts and Combined Honours in 
Social Sciences (2008).
One of  the highest proportion of  graduates 
going on to further study in the UK 
Thirteen departments in the top five of  their 
respective subject rankings in the Times Good 
University Guide
Amongst the highest completion rates of  any 
university in the UK

Facts and Figures
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Colleges
College of St Hild & St Bede
Collingwood College
Grey College
Hatfi eld College
John Snow College
Josephine Butler College
St Aidan’s College
St Chad’s College
St Cuthbert’s Society
St John’s College
St Mary’s College
Stephenson College
Trevelyan College
University College (Castle)
Ustinov College
Van Mildert College

Admissions ofÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346149

Development & Alumni 
Relations OfÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346239

International OfÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346324

Media Relations OfÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346803

RegistrarÕs OfÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346200

University Telephone Exchange
+44 (0)191 3342000

Vice-ChancellorÕs OfÞ ce
+44 (0)191 3346214

Durham University Website
www.durham.ac.uk





DURHAM, I 
HAVE COME TO 
REALISE, HAS 
A CAPACITY TO 
ASTOUND OUT OF 
ALL PROPORTION 
TO ITS SIZE. 
I DON’T KNOW 
ANY PLACE THAT 
MANAGES TO BE 
MORE INTIMATE 
AND INFINITE 
AT ONCE.
Bill Bryson, Internationally-renowned 
author and Chancellor of Durham 
University.


