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Message on the occasion of the dual launch of the Centre for Catholic Studies and the Bede Chair of Catholic 

Theology, Durham University, 8th May 2008. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be in communion with you on this historic occasion as you celebrate the 

formal establishment of the Bede Chair of Catholic Theology and the Centre for Catholic Studies. For 

these developments, unique in the United Kingdom, to be occurring within a fully public university of 

the standing of Durham is an event of great significance.  It is, I believe, for the good of the church, the 

good of the university, and the good of society for Catholic theology to be drawn so clearly into the 

challenges and possibilities that the public academy presents.  

 I whole-heartedly commend Durham University, the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, and all 

the sponsoring bodies and religious orders for the bold and important step that is here being taken in 

furthering this vital relationship. As patron of the Durham Centre for Catholic Studies, my hope and 

conviction is that it will shine ever more brightly as a beacon throughout the international ecclesial and 

academic communities. 

 
With my every blessing 

 

H.E. Cardinal Walter Kasper  

President of the Pontifical Council for  

Promoting Christian Unity 

Department of Theology and Religion, Abbey House, Palace Green 

Catholic Theology in the Public Academy 



Durham University’s Centre for Catholic Studies is the UK’s first permanent centre devoted to pioneering research 

and teaching in Catholic theology in the public academy. We operate within the UK’s premier research Department 

of Theology and Religion (as assessed in the RAE2008), and work in close partnership with the Catholic Church to 

produce future leaders, foster talent, and foment Catholic scholarship locally and globally. The Department of  

Theology and Religion, academic home to the CCS, is situated on the World Heritage Site of Palace Green,  

immediately adjacent to Durham Cathedral.  

Welcome 
 

On behalf of the staff, students, and 

many friends and partners of the 

Centre for Catholic Studies, I  

welcome you into association with 

the life and work of this unique body; 

an explicit space for research and 

teaching in Catholic theology and 

Catholic studies in the mainstream of 

the UK public academy; a place of 

proven excellence. You join us at an 

exciting point on our journey. We 

hope that you enjoy learning more 
about us and look forward greatly to 

working together to achieve jointly 

our full potential.  

 
Prof. Paul D. Murray 

Dean and Director of the CCS 

and Professor of  Systematic Theology 

 

 



 
Prof. Paul D. Murray 

Dean and Director of the 

CCS and Professor of 

Dr Marcus Pound 

Assistant Director of the 

CCS and Lecturer in 

Catholic Studies 

Andy Harston 

CCS Development 

Executive 

Mrs Theresa Phillips  

CCS Administrator and 

PA to the Director 

Dr Anna Rowlands 

Deputy Director  

of the CCS and Lecturer 

in Catholic Theology 

 

Dr Lucy Underwood 

St Cuthbert’s Society  

Postdoctoral Fellow  

in Early Modern  

English Catholicism  

(1500-1800) 

Dr James Kelly 

St Cuthbert’s Society 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

in Early Modern  

English Catholicism  

(1500-1800) 

CCS Executive 
The Sisters of La Retraite have 

a history of over 300 years. 

They were founded in C17th 

Brittany to give retreats to 

women. The name “La  

Retraite” signifies the  

importance to us of the need 

for every person to stand back 

from everyday life in order “to 

seek inner stillness and to  

listen; to discover the meaning 

of what one is living; to  

recognise the forces of life and 

death in and around oneself; to 

make choices in freedom” .... 

Rule of Life 1:6 

 We see the Centre for 

Catholic Studies as a “sacred 

space”, a place for study and 

reflection that enables students 

and members of the wider 

community to explore,  

understand and deepen their 

faith life and relationship with 

Christ.  

 For this reason the  

Sisters of La Retraite are  

delighted to be partners in this 

enterprise in Catholic  

theology.  

 

 

 

Sr Dr Barbara 

Stafford (Area 

Leader for the 

Sisters of La 

Retraite  

Ireland/UK)  

 

Core Staff and Associates 

Prof. Karen Kilby 

Bede Chair of  

Catholic Theology 

Dr Chris Insole 

Senior Lecturer  

in Ethics 

Prof. Gerard Loughlin 

Professor in Christian 

Theology  

Dr Giles Gasper 

Senior Lecturer in 

Medieval and  

Renaissance  

Studies 

Dr Franklin Harkins 

Reader in Medieval 

Theology 



 

Prof. Alec Ryrie 

Professor of the  

History of  

Christianity 

Dr Krastu Banev 

Lecturer in Greek  

Patristics 

Dr Stefano Crocolici 

Reader in Italian 

School of Modern  

Languages and Culture  

Rev. Prof. Mark McIntosh 

Van Mildert Professor of 

Divinity, Residentiary 

Canon of Durham  

Cathedral 

Rev. Prof. Chris Cook  

Director of the  

Project for Spirituality, 

Theology, and Health 

Dr Lucy Underwood 

St Cuthbert’s Society  

Postdoctoral Fellow  

in Early Modern  

English Catholicism  

(1500-1800) 

Prof. Lewis Ayres 

Professor of  

Historical and  

Catholic Theology 

Prof. Geoff Moore 

Professor of  

Business Ethics  

 

Rev. Dr Peter Phillips  

(Diocese of  

Shrewsbury)  

Senior Fellow in 

Modern Catholic  

Theology 

Honorary Visiting Faculty 

Dr Sheridan Gilley 

(Durham University)  

Emeritus Reader in the 

History of Catholicism 

 

Prof. Celia Deane-

Drummond  

(University of Notre 

Dame)  

Honorary Professor of 

Theology and Science  

Rev. Michael Sharratt,  

(Ushaw College) 

Emeritus Archivist and 

Lecturer in  

Philosophy 

Prof. Eamon Duffy 

(University of  

Cambridge)  

Honorary Professor of 

the History of  

Catholicism 

Prof. Baroness Hollins 

(Current President of the 

British Medical  

Association) 

Honorary Professor of 

Spirituality,  

Theology, and Health 

Prof. Myriam Wijlens 

(University of Erfurt) 

Honorary  

Professor of Canon Law 

Prof. Carol Harrison 

Professor in Patristic 

and Aesthetics 

Core Staff and Associates 



Research, Supervision, and Teaching 
 

Research is at the heart of the CCS. Our commitment is to nurture a community of scholarship from undergraduate through 

to doctoral research; a flourishing community of committed Catholic scholarship in the pluralist, public academy in the unique 

context of a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Our aims are to develop this unique forum for the creative analysis of key issues 

in Catholic thought and practice; to engage the breadth and depth of Catholic tradition in conversation with the full range of 

disciplines at work in a leading university; to pursue and disseminate internationally acclaimed research; to model a vibrant 

and inclusive community of Catholic scholars; to form outstanding theologians who will shape the future from the richness of 

Catholic tradition. 

 

Durham offers an unparalleled environment for postgraduate study of Theology and Religion, having been ranked no. 1 in  

research quality in the 2008 RAE.  Our core staff and associates provide a wide range of expertise for postgraduate students 

interested in all areas of Catholic theology and Catholic studies.  As well as academic excellence, we also aim to provide  

students with access to world-class study facilities and to a range of training and professional-development opportunities that 

are second to none, including teaching and research assistantships.  

The Durham Catholic Theology Research Seminar 
  

The Catholic Theology Research Seminar is an occasional forum for scholarly discussion of pertinent issues in the Catholic 

traditions of theology and church. It draws together people with specialist interests across the traditional theological  

disciplines (scriptural, historical, philosophical, systematic, liturgical, ethical and practical/pastoral) and social-scientific  

approaches. Staff and students of the Department of Theology and Religion join with staff and students of other departments, 

and others with a shared commitment to the critical exploration of Catholic theology and practice. All are welcome. 

A word from  

H.E. Francis Campbell:  

British Ambassador to the  

Vatican,  

2005-2010 

 

Religious faiths play a central role 

in global debates on economic, social 

and political issues.  In this context, 

the establishment of the Centre for 

Catholic Studies in Durham  

University's Department of Theology 

and Religion is not only a timely  

development, but a crucial one.  

 It represents not merely the 

continued development of Catholic 

Theology in the UK, but the  

flourishing of a genuine plurality of 

voices and faith traditions within the 

secular academy.  I have seen first-

hand the capacity of the Centre to 

provide an inter-disciplinary space for 

academics and practitioners to come 

together to tackle some of the major 

foreign policy issues of our time. 

 

H.E. Francis Campbell,  

UK Ambassador to the Holy See, 

2005-2010  



 

Contemporary Catholic Theology 

MA Pathway in Catholic Studies 
 

We have a dedicated set of modules which allow students to 

take a ‘pathway’ in Catholic studies within our wider MA in 

Theology and Religion program. We also offer doctoral  

supervision in the following areas: 

 

Modern Catholic fundamental and dogmatic theology  

Patristic theology  

Catholic social thought and practice 

Political theology 

Theology and ethics 

The reception of Vatican II 

Roman Catholic modernism 

Religion and film 

20th and 21st century Catholic theologians 

The place of Scripture in modern Catholic theology 

Christian gender 

Philosophy and theology 

Christian spirituality 

Historical theology 

The history of Catholicism 

Critical theory and Catholic theology 

Social scientific study of Catholicism 

 

We are listed as the UK’s number one 

Department of Theology or Religious 

Studies in the 2013 Times Good  

University Guide.  

Students on the steps of Abbey House 

Pursuing the MA pathway in Catholic 

Studies at Durham has been a real 

blessing. It has been exciting to be in a 

place where first-class theological  

research is carried on in an  

environment that's open to and often 

in partnership with the lives of the  

local churches. I have a sense of having 

not just learned some theology, but of 

having been trained to be a theologian. 

I have also greatly appreciated the  

accessibility, flexibility and supportive 

understanding of the academic staff.   

   

 

Martin Browne OSB 

(Glenstal Abbey, Ireland) 



In collaboration with Ushaw College, the Diocese of Hexham 

and Newcastle, the Diocese of Durham, the British Academy, 

and a number of other sponsoring bodies, in 2006 we hosted 

an international research colloquium on the theme ‘Catholic 

Learning and Receptive Ecumenism’.  The essential principle is 

that the primary ecumenical responsibility is to ask not “What 

do the other traditions first need to learn from us?” but “What do 

we need to learn from them?”  The assumption is that if all were 

asking this question seriously and acting upon it then all would 

be moving in ways that would both deepen our authentic  

respective identities and draw us into more intimate  

communion.  

 In 2007 a practically focused research project was 

launched, entitled ‘Receptive Ecumenism and the Local 

Church’. The aim is to explore the relevance of the thinking 

behind Receptive Ecumenism to life on the ground in the local 

churches of the North-East, testing and extending the thinking 

behind Receptive Ecumenism in very practical ways. The  

project involved nine of the major denominational groupings 

of the region working in full partnership with staff of Durham 

University’s Department of Theology and Religion, Durham 

Business School, and the North of England Institute for  

Christian Education.  

 January 2009 saw the second Receptive Ecumenism  

International Conference, this time on the theme of 

‘Receptive Ecumenism and Ecclesial learning: Learning to be 

Church Together.’ 

 In turn, from 9-12 June 2014, a third International  

Receptive Ecumenism Conference is to be hosted in Fairfield 

University, CT, USA, asking what Receptive Ecumenism looks 

like in an international perspective and in relation to diverse 

contexts. 

 

 

 

The Abbey of St Laurence at  

Ampleforth in North Yorkshire is 

home to a community of monks 

who seek God according to the 

Gospel and the Rule of St  

Benedict.  The heart of the  

community is daily prayer and the 

Eucharist. The monks of  

Ampleforth aim to serve the 

Church and the world, especially 

through their traditional 

commitment to education,  

pastoral ministry and hospitality, 

trying to recognise Christ in  

everyone.   

 The Ampleforth  

community supports the CCS and 

encourages others to do likewise. 

This is a welcome innovation and 

recognises the need to develop a 

Catholic academic community 

while furthering the engagement,  

understanding, and development of 

Catholic theology and Catholic 

studies at regional, national and 

international levels.  

  

Fr Cuthbert 

(Abbot of Ampleforth Abbey) 

In July and August 2012 Paul Murray was hosted by the South 

Australian Council of Churches and other bodies throughout 

Australia and New Zealand to present on  

Receptive Ecumenism. 

Receptive Ecumenism Projects  

Following its inception, Receptive Ecumenism has been  

recognised in many quarters as showing the way forward for 

ecumenism in the 21st Century. ARCIC III (the third phase 

of work of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International  

Commission) has adopted the approach, thus aiming to  

promote at local, national and international levels a model of 

church ecumenical relations which has been developed by 

the CCS. This is a clear indicator of the impact that CCS 

research is having on the life of the churches.  

All the churches have cause to be 

grateful for the imaginative way 

Prof. Murray and his colleagues 

are promoting both ecumenism 

and the study of Catholic  

theology. 

 

Rev. Dr Paul Richardson,  

Former Assistant Bishop of  

Newcastle 



Catholic Social Thought and Practice 
 
 

In response to sustained demand, Durham University seeks 

to create the UK’s only endowed Chair in Catholic Social 

Thought and Practice (CSTP).  

 CSTP is an innovative discipline which exists to  

interpret and develop the principles and moral/ethical 

framework derived from Catholic Social Teaching (CST) for 

wider academic inquiry and informed application within  

political (social/economic), commercial and policy-making 

constituencies. 

 The role of the Professor in CSTP will be to provide 

intellectual and strategic leadership in this discipline and to 

interpret CST for application within practitioner and  

executive communities across an influential network of both 

faith-inspired and fully secular organisations. This Chair will 

act as a UK academic focus for the burgeoning interest in 

this field, drawing both upon the foremost inter-disciplinary 

research available and the excellent networks of project 

partners.  

History of Catholicism 

 

In a project aimed at opening up the resources of Ushaw  

College and its buildings, and building on the immensely  

significant work of Prof. Eamon Duffy and Dr Sheridan Gilley 

(each Hon. Fellows of the CCS) and the recent appointment 

of Dr Franklin Harkins, a 12th Century specialist, we are  

developing a program in the history of Catholicism. The  

program has been facilitated by the St Cuthbert’s Society of 

Ushaw College and the Congregation of Jesus, which have 

jointly funded two fellowships in Early Modern English  

Catholicism (1500-1800).  

 The program includes the Ushaw Lecture Series, 

aimed at raising awareness of the nationally important  

holdings at the College, including documents from the  

period of Catholic persecution, rare first-edition books and 

heritage items held at the site.  

 The lectures, which will lead to the publication of a  

Treasures of Ushaw College volume, are focused on different 

aspects of the College’s history, and of the surrounding 

Catholic community more generally, with expert  

contributors drawn from within and outside the University.  

 Complementing the lecture series is a major  

international conference in June 2013 on What is Early  

Modern English Catholicism? 

  

I am finding the Centre for Catholic 

Studies to be a stimulating and  

delightful place to pursue my doctoral  

research which combines warm  

support for the practice of faith with 

the critical and  demanding approach 

expected from the top UK research 

department.  

 As a mature student, balancing 

studies with some professional  

demands and family life, I am fortunate 

to have an externally funded fees  

bursary, an application encouraged and 

strongly supported by the CCS.  

 The CCS truly values the  

contribution and experience which  

mature students bring to Catholic  

theology.   

 At a personal level, I greatly  

appreciate the support and advice I  

receive from my supervisors about my 

research and my research-life balance, 

as well as the friendship from my  

colleagues in the student body.  

 

Patricia Kelly, PhD candidate 

(Ampleforth UK) 

 

 

Durham Lumiere Festival 
The tomb of St Cuthbert, Durham Cathedral (Jarrold Publishing 2005) 



 

Vitality in Women’s  

Apostolic Religious Life  
 

In partnership with the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, the 

Religious Life Institute of Heythrop College, London, and 

the Margaret Beaufort Institute, Cambridge, this project 

aims to help  

female apostolic congregations in the UK, Ireland and the 

US to consider in depth what is vital to their mission; by 

which we mean, what is life-giving to their work/mission/

charism that is also life-giving to the mission of the church. 

 Three areas are in focus: 1) social interactivity  

including daily practice and resource allocation; 2)  

theological transmission and reception in female apostolic 

congregations; 3) the ecclesial frameworks which support/

diminish the capacity for vitality.  

Key questions are: what does vitality look like to 

the participant congregations? How do they deploy/expend 

resources (human, physical, financial, spiritual) in support of 

that vision?  

The project aims to provide published tools—made 

by sisters, with sisters, for sisters—which can be used as 

both a vision map, and a diagnostic/remedial device in     

service of increased vitality. 

 

From left to right: Sr Dr Gemma Simmonds CJ, Religious Life Institute, Heythrop 

College, University of London; His Most Rev. Joseph William Tobin, C.Ss.R.; Ms 
Catherine Sexton, Researcher, Margaret Beaufort Institute of Theology, Cambridge; 
and Prof Paul D. Murray, Dean and Director of the CCS. 

Less a ‘Centre’, rather a community 

of scholars pushing to address the  

contemporary place of Catholicism. 

 

Anna Blackman 

PhD candidate 

The Congregation of Jesus - at a UK 

provincial and international level - is 

very pleased to have become a     

partner in mission with the Centre for 

Catholic Studies. In these early days of 

supporting the CCS's developing 

Catholic history programme, we are 

delighted to have found a way to  

widen access to the under-used  

historical resources of our order, 

whilst also supporting pioneering 

scholarship in this field. 

 

Sr Jane Livesey CJ (General Superior) 

and Sr Frances Orchard CJ  

(Provincial Superior)  

The Congregation of Jesus 



As an American 

non-Catholic 

student of  

Catholic social 

ethics, I have 

found the CCS a 

unique and  

stimulating  

environment in 

which to pursue 

my doctoral  

research. With 

its dual focus on promoting Catholic 

thought at the highest academic  

standards and on cultivating an  

atmosphere of ecumenical hospitality, 

the CCS provides a fresh space where  

living, vibrant traditions can interact 

and learn from one another.  My own 

growth as a thinker and a Christian has 

been deeply enriched through the  

support of my supervisors, and 

the sheer volume of superb academic 

activity facilitated by the CCS. On a 

more personal level, I have especially 

come to appreciate the welcoming 

sense of community the CCS affords – 

one which continues to grow around 

shared meals, engaging conversations, 

and (to those so inclined) excellently 

brewed pints. 

 

Ben Kautzer (USA) 

full-time doctoral scholar in Catholic 

Studies, Anglican Ordinand 

 

Consultation 
 

The CCS has significant experience in empirical analysis of the 

church in the context of Catholic tradition and theology, and 

provides consultancy studies to assist churches with practical, 

theological, and ecclesial research.   

 In 2012-13 the Diocese of Middlesbrough employed two 

CCS associates, Dr Kath Smith and Mr Jim Darlington, to  

conduct consultation about the future shape of parishes in  

different areas of the Diocese in the light of projected  

reductions in the numbers of active clergy.  

 

Medieval Theology 

 

We have a number of medieval specialists closely  

associated with the CCS, with research and teaching  

interests in the areas of early and late medieval theology 

and scriptural exegesis, particularly in the 12th and 13th 

centuries and the patristic periods. We work in  

partnership with the Institute of Medieval and Early  

Modern Studies (IMEMS), one of the most diverse and 

dynamic centres of medieval and Renaissance studies in 

the world.  The Institute includes forty-five scholars 

across thirteen departments and three faculties, as well as 

a vibrant community of postgraduates.  

 In 2013 the CCS took the lead in organising an 

international conference on Gospel, Text and Commentary 

in Medieval Perspective. In this we were partnered by 

IMEMS and Loyola University Chicago, in association with 

Bede's World, De Paul University, and the Bible Society. 

Durham Lumiere Festival 



Durham taught me  

not just theology,  

but more importantly, 

how to go on and 

teach theology at  

University level.  

 

 

Thomas Lynch 

PhD Candidate  

Lecturer at Roehampton University  

Student Life: Academic, Pastoral, and Spiritual Support 

Academic support 
 

 A personal tutor for each undergraduate 

 A team of at least two supervisors for all research    

students 

 Scholarship and bursary assistance 

 Regular devoted research seminars in all the key areas 

of theology and religious studies 

 Regular meetings of the Durham Catholic Theology  

Research Seminar, to which postgraduates are          

encouraged to present 

 Annual postgraduate study day 

 Support with attending key academic conferences, e.g. 

the Catholic Theological Association of Great Britain 

 Research Assistant and Teaching Assistant opportunities 

 Participation in collaborative planning for and hosting of 

academic events 

Pastoral and Spiritual Support 
 

 A designated member of CCS staff with responsibility 

for student liaison 

 A commitment to nurturing a peer community of 

scholars, as expressed through shared meals and social 

time around research seminars and events 

 Close partnership with St Cuthbert’s Catholic      

Chaplaincy 

 Clear partnership with dioceses, church bodies,       

religious orders, and regular opportunities to meet 

with leaders and formative influences within the life of 

the contemporary church 

Students and staff with H.E. Cardinal Peter Turkson on the occasion of the 

2011 Bishop Dunn Memorial Lecture 

I am a second-year doctoral student in 

Medieval Theology at Durham  

University, during which time I have 

had both the gift and the honour of 

being a part of the Centre for Catholic 

Studies.  The Centre has so enriched 

my experience at Durham that  

I cannot, quite honestly, imagine my 

time in Durham apart from this  

extraordinary community.  I am deeply 

grateful to be a part of this community, 

and would highly commend the centre 

to anyone interested in exploring post-

graduate research or lay interest in 

some of the most exciting aspects of 

contemporary Catholic thought and 

practice. 

 

Cullen McKenny 

PhD Candidate 

 



Following a career in a different  

academic  discipline, I came to the 

CCS to study for an M.A. in Theology.   

 The Department of Theology 

and Religion is second to none  

academically, and it gains in ambience 

from its proximity to the inspirational 

Durham Cathedral, which together 

with Durham Castle (University  

College) is a UNESCO World  

Heritage Site.   

 It’s a very friendly place: both 

the staff and other students are most 

supportive and welcoming. The course 

is well constructed, with great library 

resources; the whole experience has 

been thoroughly worth-while!   

 I now have increased confidence 

in fulfilling my leadership role in my 

home parish. 

      

   Dr Patricia Egerton 

(Middlesbrough, UK) 

 

 

We have routinely achieved a minimum of 95% student  

satisfaction ratings in the National Student Survey (96% in 

2012). Our success is also measured in our recent  

expansion. We have 23 permanent academic staff, expected 

to rise and our annual undergraduate intake rose to 71 in 

2012, along with over 150 postgraduates. 

At the invitation of the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle, a 

community of friars of the Order of Preachers was established 

at St Cuthbert’s Parish, Durham from September 2012. The 

friars, also known as Dominicans after their founder St  

Dominic, have the care of the Catholic Chaplaincy to Durham 

University. The Catholic Chaplaincy nurtures enthusiasm for  

understanding and living Catholicism as part of the experience 

of studying within the vibrant community in Durham.  

  

"The presence of the CCS in Durham is a clear sign to  

Catholic students and staff of the University that serious 

thought and study should be applied to their faith just as much 

as to their own diverse academic areas. The Centre, through 

both its academic and outreach programmes, enriches the life 

of the Catholic Chaplaincy at Durham in fostering prayerful 

and intellectually rigorous reflection on the big questions that 

all intelligent Catholics should be asking." 

Fr. Benjamin Earl OP 

Catholic Chaplain 

The Tomb of St. Bede, Durham Cathedral (Jarrold Publishing 2005) 

Durham Cathsoc, Ampleforth, 2008 



The Sisters of Mercy have been  

involved in Education in the North-

East of England since 1843.The first 

school founded in Sunderland was St. 

Bede's, now renamed St. Anthony's, a 

Girls' Catholic Academy of which the 

Sisters are Trustees. 

 We were excited and  

enthusiastic when Bishop Kevin  

approached us about the Bede Chair, 

especially as it built on the  

already strong theology work at 

Durham University and Ushaw  

College.  It is excellent that this  

initiative encourages Catholic pupils 

into Higher Education and builds on 

the Catholic ethos of our schools.  

We greatly value the outreach of the 

Chair into schools, parishes, the  

Diocese and regional and national  

areas.  

 

The Oaklea Sisters of Mercy  

Through a creative partnership between the Diocese of  

Hexham and Newcastle, religious orders and a private trust, 

the Bede Chair is the first endowed Chair of Catholic  

Theology within a secular UK university and gives permanence 

to the CCS. The holder of the Bede Chair, Prof. Karen Kilby, a 

leading Catholic theologian of international repute, is also in-

volved in a wide range of outreach activities. The Bede Chair 

has been made possible through generous sponsorship by: the 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, the Sisters of Mercy 

(Oaklea), The Sisters of La Retraite (Britain & Ireland), and the 

Ballinger Trust. 

Bede Outreach 
 

The Bede Professor can be invited to provide at local level in 

schools, parishes, and other contexts a range of services that 

can include:  

 

 annual public lectures at venues around the Diocese; 

 the writing of columns / articles for the Diocesan web-

site and local and national media; 

 the popular-level publication of lectures and research; 

 staffing an annual VIth Form RE conference; 

 catechist training events; 

 teaching CCRS modules; 

 training events for other leaders of CCRS modules; 

 speaking at clergy on-going formation days; 

 staffing training sessions for RE teachers and Catholic 

school leaders; 

 providing RCIA sessions for parishes throughout the 

Diocese, as requested; 

 speaking at Saturday Study Days for catechists,     

teachers, clergy and interested parishioners; 

 meeting for informal theological conversation with 

local groups, as requested (cf. ‘Theology on Tap’). 

The Bede Chair 
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 A Word from the Bede Chair of Catholic Theology 
 

 

It is a great honour to take up the Bede Chair in Catholic 

Theology. I am delighted to have a role which allows me 

not only to work with top students and colleagues in an 

academic context – and I know of no context better than 

Durham in which to study theology – but also to engage 

more widely with the church in this area.  

 I have supervised widely, on topics ranging from 

liberation theology, to Lonergan, to mothering, to  

MacIntyre, and I very much look forward to engaging with 

the diversity of work that goes in the Centre for Catholic 

Studies. I am hoping in my own research 

in the next few years to pursue two 

themes which have begun to interest me 

recently: the relation of theology to  

mathematics, and the question of how 

suffering is thought of in Christian  

theology. Prof. Karen Kilby 



Coming from a  

continental department 

of Catholic theology, I 

soon noticed the  

advantages of pursuing 

Catholic studies in 

Durham: its  

multi-confessional  

setting means you will soon feel not 

simply a spectator but a protagonist of 

the ecumenical movement. My 

knowledge of Catholic theology has 

been greatly deepened in a way that 

would have been just impossible in a  

mono-chromatic, mono-confessional 

setting.  

 

Luca Badini Confalonieri  

Former PhD Student 

(Turin, Italy) 

 

 

 

Bishop Dunn (RIP), the 12th Bishop 

of Hexham and Newcastle, was a great  

supporter the development of Catholic 

theology and Catholic studies at 

Durham. He personally backed the 

campaign to raise the necessary £2 

million endowment to establish the 

Bede Chair of Catholic Theology at 

Durham—the first such in the UK 

since the Reformation—and had a 

clear sense of the  

regional, national and 

international  

significance of this  

development.  

Galilee Chapel, Durham Cathedral, with the Tomb of St Bede in the far right. 



In cultural importance for English 

Catholics, Ushaw College is on a par 

with Westminster Cathedral. Its  

manuscript holdings stretch back into 

the Middle Ages. Its Pugin chapel is an 

architectural jewel.  This joint  

commitment by the Ushaw Trustees 

and Durham University should ensure 

that both the buildings and their  

treasures are maintained as a living 

centre of scholarship and as a religious 

and cultural resource for the wider 

community as well as for Roman  

Catholics. 

 

Professor Eamon Duffy, Professor of 

the History of Christianity  

and former President of Magdalene 

College, Cambridge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushaw College 

Durham 

Above clockwise: Ushaw College, Manuscripts from Ushaw library, Ushaw College Chapel  

Ushaw College, the former seminary for the north of  

England, was originally founded in Douai, northern France in 

1568 during penal times and was re-founded on its present 

site on the edge of Durham in 1808. It is a place of immense  

significance in the history of English Catholicism and is home 

to major collections of manuscripts, archives, early print 

books and Catholic cultural heritage items.  

 Under the guidance of the CCS, Durham University 

and the Ushaw Trustees are closely engaged in partnership, 

jointly exploring the viability of a long-term University  

presence at Ushaw that can be a beacon of Catholic life,  

culture, and scholarship with Catholic theology and Catholic 

studies at its heart.  

The Trustees of Ushaw College—the  

Bishops of the Northern Catholic  

Dioceses and the Diocese of  

Shrewsbury—are delighted with  

progress thus far and we are  

committed to working closely with 

Durham University on this important 

project.  

 

Rt Rev. Terence Drainey,  

7th Bishop of Middlesbrough 

Acting Chair of the Ushaw Trustees 



Coming from the USA, one important 

factor in my choosing to study with 

the Centre was the unmatched  

reputation and skill of the staff  

reflected in the MA Courses.  Over 

my time here I have never been made 

to feel like my research takes second 

place but rather I gain more confi-

dence to find my own voice. 

 Regular research seminars and 

colloquia are highly engaging, bringing 

together world-renowned scholars 

which in turn can inspire potential 

paths for one’s own.  

 I am, of course, completely  

biased but for me there is no finer 

place to study on planet earth! 

 

Joshua Furnal (USA) completed an MA 

in Theology and Religion and is now a 

PhD candidate  

 

 

Ushaw Library 



We are delighted to be working in 

partnership with Durham University 

and proud and encouraged that these 

significant developments have  

occurred within the North East of   

England, with its very great Catholic 

Christian heritage.  

 We are confident that the CCS 

will continue to be a tremendous  

resource for Catholic theological 

scholarship and formation, for the 

good not only of the Catholic  

community in this region but nationally 

and internationally.  For those who are 

able, I strongly encourage you to  

support the next crucial phase of the 

development of the life and work of 

the CCS through generous donation.  

 

The Rt Rev. Seamus Cunningham  

13th Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle 

The establishment of the Centre for 

Catholic Studies is an excellent  

development, not only for our UK-

leading Department of Theology and 

Religion, of which we are rightly 

proud, but also for the regional,  

national and international standing of 

Durham University more generally.  

 It is a highly innovative and, as 

regards the UK context, quite unique 

move which has the potential to serve 

widely and which is already making a 

decisive contribution.  

 

Professor Christopher F Higgins  

Vice-Chancellor and Warden  

Durham University  



 

A Prayer for the  

Centre for Catholic Studies 

& the Ushaw Project 
 

Lord,  

if this be not your will, frustrate it: 

Frustrate it fully and frustrate it quickly, 

And move our heart’s desire  

closer to the heart of your desire for us. 

But if it be of your will, 

Then continue to open for us  

the generosity of heart, mind, and means  

that are needed, 

And may this generosity begin with us.  

Amen. 

 

Durham Castle, University College  



The Centre for Catholic Studies  

is pleased to be working in partnership with: 

 

Ampleforth Abbey 

The Congregation of Jesus 

DePaul University, Chicago 

The Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle 

The Institute of Our Lady of Mercy 

Loyola University, Chicago 

The National Board of Catholic Women 

The Newman Association 

The Sisters of La Retraite (Britain & Ireland) 

The Sisters of Mercy (Oaklea) 

St Cuthbert’s Catholic Chaplaincy  

St Cuthbert’s Society of Ushaw College 

The Tablet and Pastoral Review 

The Trustees of Ushaw College 

and Individuals of Vision 

Centre for Catholic Studies 

 

c/o Theresa Phillips 

Dept. of Theology & Religion 

Durham University 

Abbey House 

Palace Green 

Durham 

DH1 3RS 

 

General Enquiries: 

ccs.admin@durham.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 191 334 1656 

 

Postgraduate Enquiries:  

Tel: +44 (0) 191 334 3929 

theo.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk  

 

Website: 

www.centreforcatholicstudies.co.uk 

CCS Development Office 

 

c/o Andrew Harston 

Dept. of Theology & Religion 

Durham University 

Abbey House 

Palace Green 

Durham 

DH1 3RS 

 

Development Enquiries: 

andrew.harston@durham.ac.uk 

Tel: +44 (0) 191 334 3946 

Mob: +44 (0) 7748 106320 

 

 

Online Giving: 

UK: www.dunelm.org.uk/ccs 

EU: www.dunelm.org.uk/ccs  

US: www.dunelmusa.org/form 
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