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Background 

 Bangladesh is one of the world's most 
disaster-prone countries, particularly 
susceptible to devastating cyclones and 
floods. With a population of more than 157 
million and about 80 percent living in rural 
areas. Cyclone and subsequent storm 
surges are very common phenomena in 
Bangladesh particularly in the Patuakhali 
region.  





Background 

 Hurling out of the Bay of Bengal, the 
storms tear into low-lying coastal 
communities where homes made of 
bamboo, thatch, and light metal 
sheets stand little chance against 
tidal surges and winds that can rage 
at more than 160 m/hour. 





 The entire coastal zone is prone to violent 
storms and tropical cyclones between April 
and May—before the monsoon season 
starts—and again in October and November, 
when the monsoon has ended. Cyclones have 
killed nearly one million Bangladeshis since 
1820. In 1970, one event alone took about 
half those lives. With a storm surge topping 30 
feet, that November 12th cyclone killed 
500,000 people and more than one million 
heads of cattle. 

 

Background 





Background 

 When Cyclone SIDR hit Bangladesh 
in November 2007, more than 
3,300 people lost their lives. Before 
the cyclone hit, 5,000 community 
volunteers, trained through the 
Bangladesh Red Crescent’s cyclone 
preparedness programme, worked 
through the night to alert and 
evacuate the vulnerable. Without 
their tireless efforts, thousands 
more people would have died. 

 





Cyclone SIDR 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/47/Nargis_01_may_2008_0440Z.jpg
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Background Cont’d 

 The Cyclone Preparedness Program, CPP 
members works to help communities, 
particularly high-risk groups such as women 
and children, better prepare for, manage and 
overcome the impact of cyclones in nine high-
risk coastal districts of Bangladesh. 

 



Barriers to Disaster Reduction 

• Perception of inevitability, fatalism 

• Prevention measures neglected 

• Information about natural disaster 

• Disaster reduction techniques is not 
disseminated 

• Planning divorced from disaster management 

 





Road connecting with Cyclone Shelter 





































32 

Types  of Cyclone Shelter 

  

  

BDRCS BRAC Saudi 

Cabinet Division European Union German 
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Types  of Cyclone Shelter 

  

Grameen Bank JICA-I JICA-II 

LGED-I LGED-II (PEDP-II Union Parishad 



Sustainable development 

Cyclone Shelter - School 



Violation of rights…… 
Right to food 

• Most of the women did 
not know that they have 
the right to have food 

• Women stored dry food 
such as chira (flatten 
rice), muri (puffed rice) 
and biscuit 

• Had to consume less 

• Brought grocery once 
and consumed 
throughout out a week 



Cyclone 
Safe Shelter Needs Assistance 

Food distribution 

Relief Distribution 



 
 
  

Endangered  

Bangladesh  
Cyclone  

10 % of the world’s 
tropical cyclone develop 
in the Indian Ocean but 
cause 85 % of the world’s 
cyclonic havoc  

  

During 1980 to 2000, 
cyclone caused death of 
2.5 m people worldwide, 
of which 60 percent were 
in Bangladesh.  

 

Philippines is at high risk 
to cyclone but cyclonic 
death in Bangladesh is 
10 times than the 
Philippines.  



Other findings  

• women of Coastal district were more vulnerable 
than their counterparts of Northern district 

• women from single families were more 
vulnerable compared to those from extended and 
joint families 

• women from extreme poor and poor families 
were more vulnerable than women from well-off 
and middle class families 

• Religious faith did impact on vulnerability. 





Women’s vulnerability to cyclones  

Before cyclone 

• Physical weakness  

• Division of labour 

• Dress code (sari/sharee) 

• Cultural/religious norms 

• Waiting to seek consent from husband 

• Access to cyclone shelter 

Post-cyclone  

• Less access to relief 

• Domestic/sexual violence  

 



• Members of the Cyclone Preparedness Program (CPP) 
worked hard and effectively for early warning for the 
cyclone and subsequent storm surges to evacuate the 
people from vulnerable areas towards protective shelter.  

 

• Despite community moving towards cyclone shelter, a 
higher number of deaths were recorded while at the 
shelter due to their unsuitability and when moving 
towards the protective shelter.  

Conclusion 



Conclusion 
• The study reveals that the cyclone shelter was not properly managed due 

to number of reasons such as absence of medical and nursing facilities; 
lack of spaces and caring for woman; children and disable people; food 
and other maintenance was not in hygienic position; poor management of 
safety and sanitation at the shelter.  

 
• In most of the situations, the road network connecting the villages and 

cyclone shelter were in bad condition.  
 
•  some of the victims had to wait at the cyclone shelter for a long time due 

to the absence of a person to open it. In effect of as a result of these poor 
humanitarian standards, the protective shelter has become houses of 
death.  
 

• Finally the study suggests multipurpose shelter which will run in a 
sustainable way for mitigating the challenges.  



Thank you 


