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Presentation Outline 

• Context: Floods in the Zambezi Valley 

• Resettlement as Disaster Risk Reduction 

o Problematising the ‘solution’ 

• Why do people resettle? 

• Outcomes of  resettlement 

o Housing 

o Agricultural land 

o Social and economic re-ordering 

• Why do people remain in resettlement centres? 

• Conclusions and implications for resettlement schemes 

 



Methodology 
Machamba = cultivated field 

Baixa = lowlands, flood plains around the river 



Context: Floods in the Zambezi Valley 



Resettlement as Disaster Risk Reduction 

• Governmental shift from disaster 

response to disaster preparedness 
 

Resettlement strategy chosen because: 

1) Reduce impoverishment by future 

floods (development strategy) 

2) Moral duty to protect life 

3) Government can’t afford emergency rescue effort 
 

Wouldn’t ‘RATIONAL’ agents chose to resettle? 

Is this a benign ‘DEVELOPMENT’ intervention? 

 A ‘flood refuge’ in the baixa 



Why do people resettle? 

In hope of  a better life! 

• Loss of  home, livelihood, seeds, crops, savings, and belongings 

• Trauma 

• Promised institutional support form government and NGOs 

• Good experiences of  relief  during disaster 

• Later, seeing former neighbours’ gains 

 

A rational, measured decision 

 

 



Outcomes of  Resettlement  

• Housing 

• Agricultural land 

• Social and economic re-ordering 

o New means of  getting food 

o Loss of  masculinity 

o Reciprocal exchanges change in 

form and importance 
 

In many cases, there is 

multidimensional suffering among 

many members of  a household 

 A range of  resettlement houses 



Why do people stay in resettlement centres? 

• Material incentives 

• Political Incentives 

o Force and coercion 

o Access to public services 

o Discourse of  climate change 

 Closed school in the baixa 

New school in a resettlement centre 



Conclusions and Implications 

• Changing ideas of  citizenship and demands on the government 

• Do not benefit everyone equally 

• Invisible social links change the way humanitarian interventions are 

used by the community 

• Need qualitative assessments of  humanitarian interventions 

• People’s actions are not only determined by environmental change 

but also by government’s disaster response 

• Humanitarianism is never apolitical 

 

 

 


