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• Drought a new phenomena? 

 

• Responses to long-term drought impact what 
is new? 

 

• Once the media has gone…the real life  

 

 



Drought a New Phenomena? 

• There are many evidences that drought and 
famine are part of life of the  Ethiopian people for 
decades if not centuries 

• However the “World discovered Drought and 
Famine” in Ethiopia after the British Journalist 
Jonathan Dimbleby reported on in 1973 

•  Also Dimbleby reports contributed for sure in 
saving life of thousand of people through 
international mobilization, however, it has 
introduced a new era on drought management in 
the country.  
 
 
 



 
 

• Food emergencies associated with drought are 
neither sudden nor unexpected by those 
worst affected.  

• In Ethiopia famine-prone regions are also 
those most drought-prone.  

• But their is no close correlation between 
individual drought and subsequent  famine 



• Communities devise long-term strategies to 
minimize the chance of Community collapse 
following harvest failure 

 

• Droughts pose a cumulative threat, isolated 
occurrences are rarely dangerous. It is when 
one drought- affected harvest follows another, 
straining longer-term coping strategies, that 
crises become unmanageable   



• Communities uses to employ a wide variety of 
strategies to mitigate the effects of drought on 
their real incomes and hence their food 
security and survivability. 

 



• The concept of Yilugneta 

 

• The practice of Debo 

 

• The Dabo land 



• 1973-5 drought killed at least 40.000 people in 
Wollo region 

• 1983-5 drought in the North for the country is 
estimated to have killed a minimum of 
400.000 people 

• The government “strategy” to curve Drought 
in 1983-85: forced displacement of entire 
population of villages result has been: 
between 300 000 and 600 00 people killed.  

• Today over 6 million people are considered at 
risk 

 

 



What is new?  

• More of the same thing: modernization as a 
Motto 

• Disqualification of local knowledge 
• Catching up with the Johns 
• Denying the problem 
• Focusing on other issues 
• National Strategy document, Sectorial Strategy, 

Action Plans, evaluation, result based 
management …… new languages, new 
vocabularies  
 



 
 
የየየየየየየየ የየየየየ የየየየየየ የየየየየየ የየየየየየ 
የየየየየየየ የየየየየ -  
 
የየየየ የየየየየ ‹‹የየየየ›› የየየየየየ የየ የየየየ  
 
የየየየየ የየየየየ የየየየየ - ‹‹የየየየየ የየየየየ  
 
የየየየ የየ የየየየየየየ የየየየየ የየየ የየየየየ›› የየ የየየየ 
የየየየ -  
 
የየየየ የየየየየ የየየየየ የየየየየየ የየየ የየየየየ  
 
የየየየ የየ የየየየየ የየየየ የየየየየ የ17 የየየ የየየየ የየየ 
የየየ የየየየ - Reporter የየየየ የየየ የየየየ የየየ የየየ 



 

• Ethiopia has been growing at an annual rate of 
8.9 percent for the last eight years or so. The 
economy is projected to grow by at least the 
same rate for the next five years.  

 

• There are more middle income families in 
Ethiopia today than at any other time in its 
history. 



•  Manufacturing and agribusiness productivity 
are the highest they have ever been.  

 

• Ethiopia exports more goods than ever before, 
led by coffee and soon to be superseded by 
electric power.  

 

• The Ethiopian Diaspora from all over the 
world is returning to its country of birth flush 
with cash to invest in new enterprises.  

 



New Solutions? 

• Land distribution to International large 
investors 

• Intensification of Export driven agriculture 

• Privatization of economy 

• Less government more private sector 

• More NGO intervention (over 3000 NGO) the 
new booming sector 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





 



• Fatimata Awade lives in Natriguel village. The 
lack of rain has left the area's few wells dry, 
increasing the difficulty of accessing clean 
water. The risk of epidemics and diseases 
related to water quality increasesPhotograph: 
Pablo Tosco/Oxfam; 






