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Militancy in the FATA and the NWFP 
 

James Revill1 
 
In declaring emergency rule, President Musharraf stated, inter alia, that the activities 
of extremists had reached an “unprecedented level of violent intensity, posing a grave 
threat to the life and property of the citizens of Pakistan”2. The justification for 
emergency rule and certainly the prescription - which seems to target civil society 
opposition to the military dictatorship, such as the press and judiciary and human 
rights workers in Pakistan, at least in equal measure to purported ‘extremists’- are 
argued by critics as being a façade to deal with the non-compliant judiciary and the 
opposition political parties and maintain the status quo of Musharraf’s brand of 
military rule in Pakistan. 
 
Yet at the same time, there is a growing problem with violent extremism in Pakistan. 
Initially, this was an issue constrained to the Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) - particularly the Waziristans – which are located along the border between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. However, more recently, violent attacks have expanded 
beyond the tribal areas and into the so called ‘settled areas’ of the North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP). This paper firstly provides an overview of the situation in the 
FATA, before elaborating on more recent events in the tribal areas in the post 9-11 
environment. Secondly, the paper looks at the expansion of militancy from the FATA 
into the settled areas of the NWFP. Finally, the paper questions whether a response 
based primarily on military force can stem the tide of militant Islam in Pakistan and 
addresses the broader implications of this situation for the stability and cohesion of 
the country.  
 
The FATA 
Covering an area of 27,220 square kilometres divided into several agencies, the 
FATA is home to a dozen major tribes and several other minor tribal groupings. 
These agencies are not culturally and ideologically homogeneous3, but what is 
consistent across the region is the appalling socio economic indicators, an archaic 
system of governance4 and a backward system of justice that emphasises collective 
punishment as a means of quelling the tribes5. These conditions have generated a 
fertile breading ground for Islamic militancy, as one anonymous Pakistani researcher 
commented:  
 

                                                 
1 James Revill is a PhD candidate at the University of Bradford’s Peace Studies Department. The views 
expressed in this paper are those of James Revill and should not be understood as representative of 
PSRU, the Department of Peace Studies or the University of Bradford. Email: J.revill@bradford.ac.uk  
2 For full text see BBC (2007) “Text of Pakistan emergency declaration” BBC News, 3 November 
2007 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7077136.stm   
3 Kurram, Mohmand and Khyber, for example, are considered to be more developed and the population 
therein better educated than the Waziristans. Personal correspondence with Pakistani Researcher, 
September 2007.  
4 For an account of the governance and justice structures, see ICG (2006) “Pakistan’s Tribal Areas: 
Appeasing the Militants” International Crisis Group, Asia Report N°125, 11 December 2006. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4568&l=1  
5 EIU ViewsWire (2006) “Pakistan politics: Tribal troubles” EIU Newswire, New York: Jul 7, 2006.   
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“Poverty, illiteracy, lack of resources and opportunities and exclusion from 
the mainstream political process are the factors that provide an ideal scenario 
for extremism and militancy to take roots in a society. The political vacuum 
paves the way for obscurantist elements to fill the gap and exercise authority 
that would otherwise belong to the state. This is exactly what has happened in 
the FATA”6. 

 
In conjunction with the tribal code, the Pukhtoonwali (particularly the notion of 
Milmastya or hospitality and protection to those that demand it), these conditions have 
guaranteed a relatively safe haven for those escaping the US led invasion of 
Afghanistan. Accordingly, ICG reports that: 
 

“Hundreds of al-Qaeda operatives and sympathisers as well as the Taliban 
moved, via mountain passes, from Afghanistan into North and South 
Waziristan and other bordering FATA agencies. According to Pakistani 
officials, some 500-600 foreign fighters (mostly Arabs, Uzbeks and Chechens) 
sought shelter there following U.S.-led offensives against them”7. 

 
This eclectic collection of veteran jihadis and their leadership cadres, had already 
sown roots in the region over the course of the Afghan jihad. However, post 2001, 
they were able to regroup and reorganise in the tribal regions and establish Taliban 
style leadership in parts of the region, something evidenced in the de facto imposition 
of a Taliban system of law and order in the Waziristans8.  
 
To counter the Talibanization of the region, some 70,000 garrisoned Pakistani troops 
have been engaged in operations in the region since 20019. These troops, 
predominantly comprised of the Frontier Corps brigades, have encountered stiff 
resistance from the Taliban and other foreign fighters settled in the region. The 
ensuing conflict has been bloody and demoralising for the Pakistani military that is 
fighting coreligionists and, in some cases, fellow Pashtuns. Both these issues are 
significant for the Pakistani military. Conflict with co-religionists has certainly 
contributed to internal divisions in the Pakistani military, something exacerbated in 
2004, when a fatwa issued from clerics associates with the Red Mosque decried the 
conflict in the FATA stating that the “Pakistani Army soldiers who died fighting tribal 
militants were not martyrs”10. Although a shared Pashtun ethnicity affects only a 
minority of those in the army (doyens of South Asia such as Rizvi and Cohen suggest 
the “Pashtun representation in the army is between 15-22% among officers and 
                                                 
6 Personal correspondence with anonymous Pakistani Researcher.  
7 ICG (2006) “Pakistan’s Tribal Areas: Appeasing the Militants” International Crisis Group, Asia 
Report N°125, 11 December 2006. http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4568&l=1  
8 Khan. I (2006) “Why the Waziristan deal is a hard sell”, The Dawn, October 14, 2006.   
http://www.dawn.com/2006/10/14/top7.htm ; Reuters (2006) “Taliban-style militants roam N 
Waziristan after pact”, ‘The Daily Times’, Tuesday, October 24, 2006.  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006\10\24\story_24-10-2006_pg7_10 and: Chandra. 
S (2006) “PEACE AGREEMENT IN WAZIRISTAN NEW BEGINNING OR A FALSE DAWN?”, 
‘IPCS’ IPCS Issue Brief 37, September 2006. Internet resource, available form: http://ipcs.org/37IB-
Waziristan-Suba.pdf  
9 Richards. J (2007) “Terrorists in the Tribal Areas: Endgame for Musharraf” Pakistan Security 
Research Unit (PSRU), Brief number 18, 22 September 2007, 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/download/attachments/748/Brief18finalised.pdf 
10 Abbas. H (2007) “The Road to Lal Masjid and its Aftermath”, Terrorism Monitor, Volume 5, Issue 
14, July 19, 2007. http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2373563  
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between 20-25%”11), it remains a significant minority, and such a shared ethnicity 
may, in part, account for the “160 desertion cases [that] were reported from these 
areas” over the course of four days in October as well as reports of Pakistani security 
forces refusing to obey orders12 and surrendering in droves13. 
 
In response to these pressures, Musharraf has endeavoured to forge peace agreements 
in the region in order to, according to Ahmed Faruqui, “prevent dissention within the 
Pakistan Army - border guards dying, defecting. The deal was to satisfy the Army”14. 
There have been at least four attempts to achieve peace with the militant forces 
inhabiting the tribal badlands during Musharraf’s tenure15. All these agreements have 
failed with the most recent arrangement collapsing in August 2007, allegedly because 
of the Red Mosque incident, which, some have suggested, “led leaders in FATA to 
call off the truce with the Islamabad government”16.  
 
Figure 1. Number of deaths in the Waziristans 2007 (until October 2007) 
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11 Abbas. H (2007) “Musharraf Contends with the Pashtun Element in the Pakistani Army” Terrorism 
Focus, Volume 3, Issue 42 (October 31, 2006) 
http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2370188    
12  Pandit. R (2007) “Multiple conflicts bleed Pak army”, ‘Times of India’, 31 Oct 2007. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/2503763.cms  
13 A BBC report suggests that an “estimated 280 soldiers” surrendered. Rashid. A (2007) “Pakistan 
crisis 'hits army morale’”, ‘BBC news’, 13 September 2007. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/6978240.stm  
14 Abbas. H (2007) “Musharraf Contends with the Pashtun Element in the Pakistani Army” Terrorism 
Focus, Volume 3, Issue 42 (October 31, 2006) 
http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2370188  
15 BBC (2004) “Pakistan 'ends al-Qaeda search'”, BBC News, 22 April, 2004.  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/3649421.stm ; Khan. J (2007) “Waziristan draft accord 
approved”, The Dawn, 1 February 2005. http://www.dawn.com/2005/02/02/top3.htm; A. Mir, ‘War 
and peace in Waziristan’, Asia Times, 4 May 2005, 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/GE04Df03.html, accessed 21 September 2007. 
16 Solomon. J & Hussain. Z (2007) “Politics & Economics: U.S. Sounds Alarm on al Qaeda Moves; 
Pressure Intensifies on Bush to Eradicate Pakistani Haven; Unrest Surrounds Musharraf”, Wall Street 
Journal. 18 Jul 2007, p A.6. 
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Under pressure from the US, the Pakistani military has now re-entered the 
Waziristans, and violent clashes with the militants have been intensified17, with some 
reports suggesting a closer cooperation and coordination between North and South 
Waziristan in fending off Pakistani military interventions18. As a product of this 
conflict of attrition, in 2006, an estimated 163 people were killed.19 However, 
indicative of the increase in violence is that some 1,265 people have been killed in the 
Waziristans alone by early October 2007, with fatalities increasingly significantly 
following the collapse of the August agreement20 as indicated in Figure 1.  
 
In a region noted for underdevelopment, disorder and a paucity of opportunities, 
sustained violence and disorder in the FATA is likely to benefit the militants more 
than any other party. Regardless of ideological sympathies, the provision by the 
Taliban of basic security21 and - for disillusioned young men at least – opportunities 
means that in the long term there is a danger of indigenous tribes-people favouring the 
Taliban over the somewhat alien Pakistani government. Many feel that the FATA is 
now beyond the control of Musharraf, even with the envisaged effort to gain control 
of the restive region, which is discussed in subsequent sections22. Indeed, with the 
Taliban increasingly dominant in the region, the very notion of the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas may now be a misnomer, a more apt description being the 
Taliban Administered Tribal Areas.  
 
Beyond the FATA 
The situation in the FATA has been described by Iftikhar Malik as “symptomatic of a 
country-wide malaise, where the centre and federating units do not share a clear, 
consensual and equitable balance of power”23. This certainly seems to be the case in 
the NWFP, which exhibits only marginally better socio-economic indicators than the 
FATA and, like the FATA, has borne the brunt of decades of conflict in 
                                                 
17 Website: BBC News, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/7037102.stm accessed 12 
September 2007; and http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/7036106.stm accessed 20 September 
2007. 
18 Yusufzai suggests that “Evidence of closer cooperation between them emerged when Taliban 
fighters in South Waziristan took up positions recently on hilltops overlooking major roads in 
anticipation of military operations in North Waziristan.” R.Yusufzai, ‘Accord and Discord’, Newsline, 
August 2007, http://www.newsline.com.pk/NewsAug2007/specrepaug2007.htm accessed 3 September 
2007. 
19 Lakshman. K (2007) “NWFP: Extremist Encroachment”, South Asia Intelligence Review Weekly 
Assessments & Briefings, Vol 5, No 45, 21 May 2007, 
http://satp.org/satporgtp/sair/Archives/5_45.htm#assessment2 
20 Lakshman. K (2007) “NWFP: Extremist Encroachment”, South Asia Intelligence Review Weekly 
Assessments & Briefings, Vol 5, No 45, 21 May 2007, 
http://satp.org/satporgtp/sair/Archives/5_45.htm#assessment2  
21 It is notable that in the Waziristans, locals are reported stating that “crime had fallen since the 
militants took over security responsibilities in the region” Reuters (2006) “Taliban-style militants roam 
N Waziristan after pact”, ‘The daily times’, Tuesday, October 24, 2006. Internet resource available 
from: http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006\10\24\story_24-10-2006_pg7_10       
22 Solomen & Hussain certainly claim that “Many Pakistan watchers say Gen. Musharraf would be hard 
pressed to rid the tribal areas of al Qaeda and the Taliban, even if he has the will to do so. The groups 
operate in remote mountainous areas that neither Islamabad nor earlier British colonial governments 
ever controlled.” Solomon. J & Hussain. Z (2007) “Politics & Economics: U.S. Sounds Alarm on al 
Qaeda Moves; Pressure Intensifies on Bush to Eradicate Pakistani Haven; Unrest Surrounds 
Musharraf”, Wall Street Journal. 18 Jul 2007, p A.6. 
23 Malik. I. H (2007) “Awaiting a Breakthrough: Cyclical Issues of Governance in Pakistan”, Pakistan 
Security Research Unit (PSRU), Brief Number 17, 8 August 2007, 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/download/attachments/748/Brief17finalised.pdf 
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Afghanistan24. Unlike the FATA, however, the people of the NWFP do enjoy a 
degree of representation in Pakistan’s parliament. In 2002, the religious party alliance, 
the Muttahidda Majlis-E-Amal Pakistan (MMA), was elected to power in the NWFP, 
building on support derived in part from anti Americanism and fractured secular 
parties25, but also on the back of an election campaign that focused on providing basic 
provisions for the people26 and facilitated to some degree by a “tacit alliance” 27 with 
Musharraf. Some factions of the elected religious alliance have tried to distance 
themselves from the Taliban. However, the linkage between the Taliban and the 
factions of the Jamiat-i-Ulema-i-Islam (JUI), for example, has been forged over the 
course of the Jihad in Afghanistan against the Soviets and reinforced by the invasion 
of the US in Afghanistan. As such, the leadership of the province remains at least 
sympathetic to the Taliban. 
 
Aided by a provincial leadership sympathetic to the Taliban ideology, Islamist 
militants have been able to settle in the NWFP. An early corollary of this process was 
the movement to introduce Taliban style rule in the province through the Hisbah bill 
as early as May 200328. Echoing Afghanistan’s model of ‘justice’ under the Taliban, 
this bill and successive other attempts were rejected by the federal government. 
However, in reality the increasingly weakened writ of the central government in the 
region, at least since 2006, has meant that Taliban style rule is being implemented in 
areas of the NWFP. This is most clearly manifest in the closure of girls’ schools in 
parts of the region, the bombing of video and music shops, the outlawing of barbers 
shaving beards, strict impositions of wearing the burqua, attacks on NGOs employing 
women, and the emergence of Mullah FM radio shows inciting further violence in the 
name of Islam. This is not occurring homogenously across the NWFP, but it does 
appear to be spreading. 
 
As early as April 2007, Law Minister Malik Zafar Azam, revealed that the NWFP’s 
government had been investigating the activities of the Taliban who at the time “were 
particularly active in the province’s southern Districts - Lakki Marwat, Dera Ismail 
Khan, Bannu and Karak”29. Since April, however, there has been a surge in Taliban  
                                                 
24 Ali Khan. M (2007) “Federal Budget disappoints NWFP”, The Dawn, June 18 2007. 
http://www.dawn.com/2007/06/18/ebr8.htm  
25 Lieven. A (2002) “The Pakistani Elections and the Islamist Challenge”, Carnegie event, Friday, 
November 01, 2002. Event summary prepared by Zhanara Nauruzbayeva. 
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/events/index.cfm?fa=eventDetail&id=529   
26 One account cites the following as being in the MMA manifesto: “…ensure provision of roti, kapra 
aur makan, besides health and education facilities for every citizen and will withdraw all ‘unjust’ 
taxes… elimination of feudalism and distribution of state land among landless peasants… Industrial 
labourers will be ensured their share in factories with increase in their wages and fringe benefits, while 
their employment will be given protection. They will also be given the right to associate and protest… 
across the board accountability of rulers, elected representatives, judiciary, armed forces and 
administration… Every individual will be guaranteed provision of basic rights, and protection from 
state violence, oppression and corruption… the MMA will check the illegal use of national kitty and 
resources and put an end to over-spending…It will also ensure just distribution of wealth and check 
concentration of money in a few hands” Mahmood. A (2002) ‘MMA promises roti, kapra, makan’, The 
Dawn, 25 August 2002, http://www.dawn.com/2002/08/25/local50.htm 
27 BBC News (2006) “‘Taleban Law’ Blocked in Pakistan”, BBC News, 15th Dec 2007. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/6182395.stm  
28 Khattak. I (2003) “Centre will disallow Hisbah Bill’” Daily Times, 30th May 2007 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=story_30-5-2003_pg7_5  
29 Lakshman. K (2007) “Pakistan Frontier State dotted with Extremist Encroachment” Dur Desh, 30th 
May 2007. http://www.durdesh.net/news/Article602.html   
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 Figure 2. Deaths and Injuries through violence in the NWFP, 2007(until Nov 2007) 
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activity, which some suggest is a product of growing resentment towards the central 
government30 combined with the long term trend of aspects of ‘Pashtun nationalism 
fusing with Islamism’31. The clearest indication of the Taliban surge in the NWFP is 
an increase in fatalities and violence across the region, which law enforcement 
personnel in the region seem unable, or unwilling to counter.32 
 
In 2004, there were an estimated 27 bomb blasts in the NWFP. Two years later, this 
number was estimated at 35 whereas the number of deaths in the NWFP through 
militant violence was estimated at 163. In contrast, up until November the 11th 2007, 
there have been, as a minimum baseline, at least 137 bomb blasts in the region, and 
the estimated persons killed, based on collated media reports by the South Asia 
Terrorism Portal (SATP), numbers 510 with a further 833 persons injured. This has 
affected several districts in the NWFP, principally Bannu, Tank, Swat, Peshawar, 
Hangu and Dera Ismail Khan as well as, albeit to a lesser degree, at least eighteen of 
twenty-four other districts that make up the province, as indicated in Figure 2 (which 
also provides an indication of the areas acknowledged by the government as being 
affected by the Talibanization). Much of the current conflict is focused in the Swat 
valley, where Pakistani Military forces have been deployed33. However, contrary to 
the claims of Director General Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), Major General 
Waheed Arshad, that the problem is limited to “500 to 700 militants in small groups 
[who] are operating in different troubled areas of NWFP”34, the problem seems much 
greater. Moreover, with anti-western/anti-Musharraf sentiments resonating widely, it 
seems likely that Swat is the beginning of what looks set to be a long, bloody and 
demoralising campaign for the Pakistani military in its own country and against its 
own people.   
 
Musharraf’s Response 
As a corollary of the Lal Masjid incident, Pakistan’s National Security Council (NSC) 
began to focus on the threat of creeping ‘Talibanization’ in Pakistan. Publicly 
available information from this high level meeting suggests that there is a growing 
concern about this phenomena, with the NSC reportedly suggesting that 
“Talibanisation has not only unfolded potential threats to our security, but is also 
casting its dark shadows over FATA and now in the settled areas adjoining the tribal 
belt. The reality is that it is spreading”35. The extent of the spread, as determined by 
the NSC and reported in the Pakistani based Daily Times36, indicates the problem is 
indeed no longer confined to the FATA. In the NWFP, “Tank, Lakki Marwat, Kohat, 
Hangu, Dera Ismail Khan, Peshawar, Mardan, Charsadda, Mansehra, Swat, Malakand 
                                                 
30 Hasan S. S. (2006) ‘Pakistan agent held over 'bomb'’, BBC News, 7 December 2006, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/6217332.stm 
31 Gardner. D.(2007) ‘The general and the west: how Pakistan is being lost’, Financial Times, 3 Aug 
2007. p 11. 
32 Khan. I (2007) “Govt’s writ weakening in NWFP, tribal areas”, The Dawn, March 29, 2007 
http://www.dawn.com/2007/03/29/nat2.htm  
33 BBC (2007) “Pakistani army in new deployment”, BBC News 24 October 2007. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/south_asia/7059504.stm  
34 Associated Press of Pakistan (2007) “500 to 700 militants operating in different troubled areas of 
NWFP: DG ISPR”,  
http://www.app.com.pk/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=21032&Itemid=1  
35 Editorial, ‘Bending the knee to Talibanisation’, The Daily Times, 24 June 2007,  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C06%5C24%5Cstory_24-6-2007_pg3_1 
36 Editorial, ‘Bending the knee to Talibanisation’, The Daily Times, 24 June 2007,  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C06%5C24%5Cstory_24-6-2007_pg3_1 
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and Dir” have slipped from the state’s control as indicated in Figure 2. The NSC has 
attributed this to “Pakistan’s alliance with the United States in the war on terror; long 
festering political disputes in the Muslim world and a growing feeling among 
Muslims that they are under attack from the West”37 but also acknowledged “a 
general policy [by the Pakistan government] of appeasement towards the Taliban, 
which has further emboldened them”.38 
 
Musharraf’s response to the creeping Talibanization in the province typifies the 
approach of military leadership. In the FATA, the military are reported to have been 
preparing for a conflict in the Waziristans, with one report suggesting that “the goal 
this time is to pacify the Waziristans once and for all”39 through military force. 
Similarly, in the NWFP, the military are reported to be executing a “[p]hased 
operation against the militants in the NWFP”40. Although the details remain 
understandably sketchy, one phase of this operation involves the enhancement by the 
military of police forces in the region. Musharraf has stated, “We are fighting with all 
our force and a plan is already in place to increase police force in the NWFP by 
15,000, levies by 7,000 and 128 more platoons for the Frontier Constabulary (FC). 
[The] … Army would, however, remain in the lead role”41. Outside Pakistan, a joint 
Pakistan-NATO operation has been discussed, and, according to the Asia Times, “they 
agreed that the boundaries would not necessarily be drawn between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan”.42  
 
There has also been some effort on the part of the Pakistan to advance the 
development of the FATA and recently Musharraf emphasised the importance of 
socio-economic development in FATA43. Indicative of the international concern over 
this troubled region, the US has also initiated the ‘FATA Transition Initiative (FTI)’ 
intended “to build confidence and trust between the Government of Pakistan (GOP) 
and FATA tribal communities”44. Although somewhat late, such development 
orientated projects are commendable, but in order to be an effective counter to the 
Taliban’s ideological and physical grip results will need to be visible and effective. 
This may not be easy in conditions of insecurity, particularly following conflicts 
intended to produce a “once and for all” solution.  
 
Already the consequences of Musharraf’s second coup have triggered an escalation in 
violence in the NWFP. In the longer term, this process seems unlikely to succeed for 
                                                 
37 Ibid. 
38 Perlez. J & Khan. I (2007) “Taliban Spreading, Pakistani President Is Warned”, The New York 
Times, 30 June 2007, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/06/30/world/asia/30pakistan.html?_r=1&oref=slogin&pagewanted=prin
t 
39 Shahzad. S. S (2007) “Pakistan plans all-out war on militants” Asia Times online Oct 19, 2007.  
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IJ19Df01.html  
40 Khan. I (2007) “Phased operation against militants in NWFP planned”, The Dawn, October 19, 2007. 
http://www.dawn.com/2007/10/19/top3.htm   
41 Musharraf (2007) as quoted in “Army to lead war on terrorism”, ‘Daily Times’  
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2007%5C11%5C12%5Cstory_12-11-2007_pg1_6  
42  Shahzad. S. S (2007) “Death by the light of a silvery moon” Asia Times online, Nov 13, 2007. 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IK13Df01.html  
43 President of Pakistan website (2007) “Concerted efforts being made to develop FATA: Musharraf” 
http://presidentofpakistan.gov.pk/NewsEventsDetail.aspx?NewsEventID=3782  
44 USAID (2007) “FATA Fact Sheet”, September 2007. http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/cross-
cutting_programs/transition_initiatives/country/pakistan/fact.html  
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several reasons. Firstly, because the militants have been quietly building forces, 
exploiting the anti-Western and anti-Musharraf sentiments that resonate widely 
around the region, and capitalising on acts of aggression conducted by the West and 
the Pakistani military, which feed the resentment. Certainly, Syed Saleem Shahzad 
quoted one militant as stating that: 
  

“The mujahideen have now acquired such strength that neither Pakistan nor 
NATO can fight against us. The Taliban are standing on both sides of the 
border. More operations breed more Taliban, and this time the Taliban will 
rule the whole region”45.  

 
Secondly, once settled, the Taliban may provide a degree of security and provisions to 
peoples both in the FATA and the NWFP46, which the state has failed to deliver. In 
this sense, they not only have a virtual monopoly on violence in the region, but the 
capacity to exert control over the monopoly of resources. Thirdly, despite the 
relatively well disciplined nature of the Pakistani army, it remains questionable 
whether forces can continue to turn their weapons on their co-religionists, co-
nationalists and former ‘brothers in arms’ to further what is increasingly perceived as 
a Western driven agenda against the Islamists. This point is likely to become more 
acute should a joint Pakistan-NATO force encroach upon the territory of Pakistan.  
 
Yet for all the caveats of force as a means of dealing with the Taliban, the military 
dictatorship devoid of political legitimacy has little else in its arsenal with which to 
respond to the problem. Indeed, continued intrastate conflict in Pakistan appears 
inevitable. One would only hope that this stick approach is supplemented by an 
effective proverbial carrot from the Pakistani state as a means to deal with the 
ongoing humanitarian crisis in the NWFP and the FATA and provide much needed 
long term investment to moving these troubled regions forward. Although the West’s 
jaunts into the region has exacerbated the problem of the Taliban, the underlying 
blame lies in the failure of the Pakistani state to pursue policies representative of the 
interests of the Pakistanis living in these regions, something which they should have 
done a decade ago. As such, this situation can be seen as a product of neglect that has 
been simmering for years and has reached near boiling point. The question is whether 
Musharraf and his successors can cool things down in the restive regions and restore a 
degree of normalcy in relations between central government and the denizens of its 
neglected provinces.  
 
 

 
45 Shahzad. S. S (2007) “Death by the light of a silvery moon” Asia Times online, Nov 13, 2007. 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/IK13Df01.html see also Shahzad. S. S (2007) “The 
Gathering Strength of Taliban and Tribal Militants in Pakistan”, PSRU Brief number 24, 19th 
November 2007. http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/display/ssispsru/Publications  
46 Reuters (2006) “Taliban-style militants roam N Waziristan after pact”, ‘The daily times’, Tuesday, 
October 24, 2006. Internet resource available from: 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2006\10\24\story_24-10-2006_pg7_10  
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