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About the Pakistan Security Research Unit (PSRU) 

 
The Pakistan Security Research Unit (PSRU) was established in the Department of 
Peace Studies at the University of Bradford, UK, in March 2007. It serves as an 
independent portal and neutral platform for interdisciplinary research on all aspects of 
Pakistani security, dealing with Pakistan's impact on regional and global security, 
internal security issues within Pakistan, and the interplay of the two. PSRU provides 
information about, and critical analysis of, Pakistani security with particular emphasis 
on extremism/terrorism, nuclear weapons issues, and the internal stability and 
cohesion of the state. PSRU is intended as a resource for anyone interested in the 
security of Pakistan and provides: 
 
• Briefing papers; 
• Reports; 
• Datasets; 
• Consultancy; 
• Academic, institutional and media links; 
• An open space for those working for positive change in Pakistan and for those 

currently without a voice. 
 
PSRU welcomes collaboration from individuals, groups and organisations, which 
share our broad objectives. Please contact us at psru-webmaster@bradford.ac.uk We 
welcome you to look at the website available through: 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/display/ssispsru/Home  
 

 
 
 

Other PSRU Publications 
 
The following papers are freely available through the Pakistan Security Research Unit 
(PSRU) 
 
• Brief number 1. Pakistan, Biological Weapons and the BTWC   
• Brief number 2. Sectarianism in Pakistan 
• Brief number 3. Pakistan, the Taliban and Dadullah 
• Brief number 4. Security research in Pakistan  
• Brief number 5. Al-Qaeda in Pakistan 
• Brief number 6. The 2007 Elections and the Future of Democracy in Pakistan 
• Brief number 7. The Balochistan Conflict: Towards a Lasting Peace 

 
 

All these papers are freely available from: 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/display/ssispsru/Home 
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Security Research in Pakistan 

 
Shaun Gregory and Clare O’Donoghue1 

 
Introduction 
 
This briefing is intended as an orientation piece for those unfamiliar with security 
research taking place in Pakistan. It is a brief tour d’horizon of the main think-tanks, 
university departments, and NGOs, involved in security research across Pakistan and 
a personal guide2 to some of the best work taking place in the country. Many of the 
centres listed warmly welcome foreign experts for collaborative projects, lectures, 
seminars, etc, and allow visitors to make use of their facilities.  
 
The most influential research in policy terms naturally takes place in the capital area 
of Islamabad and the adjoining city of Rawalpindi, but there are excellent centres 
outside Islamabad, particularly in Lahore and Karachi. 
 
(A) ISLAMABAD AND RAWALPINDI 
 
Institute of Strategic Studies in Islamabad [ISSI]  
Director: Dr Shireen Mazari  
http://www.issi.org.pk/ 
 
Although styled as an autonomous centre the ISSI is largely government funded and 
articulates a nationalistic and pro-military government line through its publications. It 
is the principal fora for international conferences on security issues in Pakistan, hosts 
the most senior visiting academics, civil servants, politicians, military, and 
technocrats in the security realm, and offers a variety of collaborative opportunities. 
An excellent point of departure to understand how issues are seen from the 
perspective of Pakistan’s government elite. Good library, poor website. 
 
Publications: Area Briefs [fortnightly regional and themed briefings]; books, 
Islamabad Papers [research monographs], Situational Papers [briefings], and Strategic 
Studies [quarterly journal]. 
 
 
Islamabad Policy Research Institute [IPRI] 
Director: Professor Pervaiz Iqbal Cheema 
http://ipripak.org 
 
Although officially funded, IPRI is Pakistan's leading security think-tank with a 
creditable track record of reflective research and publishing. It is particularly strong  
                                                 
1 Clare O’Donoghue is currently undertaking an M.A. in International Politics & Security Studies 
through the Department of Peace Studies at the University of Bradford.  She has worked for grassroots 
NGOs in Kosovo, Peru and Thailand, as well as managing Google’s Grant programme for non-profit 
organisations in Europe from her native Ireland. 
2 The views expressed are entirely those of Shaun Gregory and should not be construed as reflecting 
the views of the PSRU, Department of Peace Studies or the University of Bradford. The authors are 
grateful to Rodney Jones for help in preparing this list.  
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on nuclear issues, Pakistan’s security role in the region, and on issues relating to 
the internal stability of Pakistan. Hosts significant international events and has strong 
international partnerships. Limited library resources, underdeveloped website.  
 
Publications: IPRI Papers [monographs], IPRI Journal [biannual], and Fact File [news 
digests].  
 
 
Institute for Regional Studies [IRS] 
President [Director]: Major General Jamshed Ayaz Khan [Retd] 
http://www.irs.org.pk 
 
An important think-tank focussed on the study of the region around Pakistan, 
including China, Russia, Central Asia, the Persian Gulf, and the Subcontinent. Its 
remit includes security issues, but is broad in scope taking in geopolitics of major 
powers, foreign relations and defence policy, international trade and energy security, 
economy and industry, science and technology, and socio-cultural issues. It maintains 
an archive of regional press clippings related to regional relations, security 
developments, and the Kashmir issue. Particularly strong on international links and 
hosted events. Small library, website underdeveloped. Planning is underway for the 
construction of a modern facility.  
 
Publications: Regional Studies [quarterly journal], Spotlight [monthly focussed 
studies], Monographs, Press Digests, books.  
 
 
Quaid-I Azam University, Department of Defence and Strategic Studies [DDSS] 
Dean of Social Studies: Professor Zafar Iqbal Cheema 
http://www.qau.edu.pk/dsstudies.htm 
 
Pakistan’s leading academic defence and strategic studies programmes offering MSc 
and a few MPhil degrees to armed forces officers and select civilians. Faculty 
includes, and has included, some of Pakistan’s leading defence and security scholars 
and some graduates hold important positions throughout Pakistan’s strategic academic 
community. DDSS has close links with the Armed Forces, in particular with the 
National Defence College, Foreign Services Academy, Joint Services Staff College 
and the Staff College at Quetta. 
 
See also: QIA University, Department of International Relations at: 
http://www.qau.edu.pk/internationalrelations.htm  
 
 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute [SDPI]  
Director: Dr. Saba Gul Khattak 
http://www.sdpi.org 
 
The Institute focuses on sustainable development and, as such, on the nexus between 
globalisation, development, poverty, social and political marginalisation, health, 
environment, education and conflict. It deals with a range of security-related issues 
such as the impact of globalisation on communities and society, economic 
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empowerment, peace and violence, governance issues, refugee issues, corruption 
issues and labour rights.  Much of the work has a gender focus looking at violence 
against women, gender and security, trafficking in children in Pakistan, child labour, 
food security for refugees, the rehabilitation of refugees affected areas in the NWFP 
and Balochistan, and the effects of structural adjustment policies on women in 
Pakistan. Much of the focus is also on health issues and on the degradation of the 
environment, particularly pollution and water resource issues. The Institute seeks also 
to contribute to strengthening the social and physical infrastructure for research in 
Pakistan including the construction and dissemination of databases and research 
indices and the improvement of library systems.  
 
Publications: Books, Policy Papers, Monographs, Working Papers, Urdu Papers.  
 
 
YesPakistan.com – Human Development Foundation  
Chief Operating Officer (Pakistan Offices): Mr. Azhar Saleem 
http://www.yespakistan.com/ 
 
The Human Development Foundation of North America (HDF) has initiated the 
establishment of a virtual community amongst the Pakistani Diaspora and other like- 
minded people through its website YesPakistan.com. This virtual community write on 
issues such as domestic violence; Kashmir; nuclear issues; racism; slavery; prejudice; 
religious minorities in Pakistan; security; peace & justice; terrorism; civil & human 
rights; and relief.  
 
 
Institute for Policy Studies 
Director General: Khalid Rahman  
http://www.ips.org.pk/ 
 
The Institute of Policy Studies is a think tank of the Jama’at-I-Islami party and is thus 
autonomous from government.  Core areas of policy research and advocacy include 
(a) Country Affairs, including Pakistani society, education, economy, governance and 
politics, and security; (b) International Relations, including regional and global 
politics and trends; and (c) Contemporary Islam, that is, developments in Islamic 
thought and movements in Pakistan and the rest of the Muslim world.  IPS 
disseminates the findings of its research through a variety of channels, including 
national and international conferences, symposia and seminars; publication of books, 
periodicals and research papers; and contributions to the media.  IPS’s work is funded 
by endowments, sponsorships, and private donations, as well as proceeds from the 
sale of its publications, sponsored and collaborative/contractual research, and 
membership fees.  
 
Publications: Research available online includes in-depth studies of Pakistani politics, 
Economy, Education, Gender Issues , Media & Culture, Security & Foreign Policy, 
Pak-China Relations, and WTO. 
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National Defence College, Islamabad / Institute of Strategic Studies Research and 
Analysis 
Director General of ISSRA: Major General Muhammed Tariq Masood 
http://www.ndc.edu.pk/wings_research.htm 
 
The Institute of Strategic Studies; Research and Analysis (ISSRA) provides research 
support to the Academic Wings of the National Defence College, and acts as a think 
tank providing input to Headquarters Joint Chief of Staff, Services Headquarters, 
Ministry of Defence, Foreign Affairs and other government agencies in the 
development and advancement of national security objectives.  Strongly military and 
strategic studies focussed. New facilities and excellent library. 
 
Publications:  NDC Journal [biannual], Margalla Papers, Research Reports.  
 
 
Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi - Department of Defence & 
Diplomatic Studies; and Peace & Conflict Resolution Center (Rawalpindi) 
Professor: Ms. Rabia Akhtar 
http://www.fjwu.edu.pk/academic/courses.asp?pid=5  
 
FJWU offers a long established and highly successful masters in Defence and 
Diplomatic Studies.  Central themes covered in the course are state system, 
international relations, international law, military system, conflict resolution and 
foreign policy.  FJWU aims to groom and educate young females to fill the vacuum of 
motivated female policy makers and diplomats in the 21st century.   
 
FJWU also hosts the Peace & Conflict Resolution Research Centre, at 
http://www.fjwu.edu.pk/Research%20Centers/peacenconflict.htm 
which hosts conferences and workshops and writes on gender and conflict issues, 
conflict resolution; geopolitics; and diplomacy. 
 
 
(B) KARACHI 
 
University of Karachi – International Relations Department  
Chairperson: Professor Talat Wizarat 
http://www.kuird.org/ 
 
Established in 1958k, KUIRD is Pakistan’s oldest International Relations Department. 
It offers B.A., M.A. and M.Phil/Ph.D programmes and centres its work around 
regional security issues [including central Asia], conflict resolution, nuclear issues, 
confidence-building measures, religious extremism, terrorism, and conceptual issues 
in international relations. Holds conferences, workshops and seminars.  
 
Publications: in-house reports. 
 
See also the Programme on Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution [PPSCR] based 
within the International Relations Department at http://www.ribt.org/ppscr/index.html 
Also at the University of Karachi – Area Studies Centre for Europe 
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Pakistan Institute of International Affairs 
Director Dr Ahmad Qazi Shakil 
No website but can be contacted at piia@cyber.net.pk 
Founded in 1947 in affiliation with the UK’s RIIA and New York’s Institute for 
Pacific Research, the PIIA receives a small grant from Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs but is otherwise self-funding and views itself as non-official, non-partisan, 
non-profit. Focused on the analysis of international affairs and in particular on the 
promotion of the scientific study of international politics, economic and jurisprudence 
in Pakistan. Large library. 
 
Publications: Pakistan Horizons, and research reports. 
 
 
Centre for Aerospace Power Studies 
Director: Air Commodore (retd.) Jamal Hussain 
http://www.caps.org.pk 
 
A military think-tank for the study of air power with on-line publications available – 
all written by senior air force officers.  Activity seems to have stalled in 2005. 
 
Publications: in-house reports and papers. 
 
 
(C) LAHORE 
 
 
University of the Punjab – Department of Political Science  
Professor In Charge: Dr. Umbreen Javed  
http://www.pu.edu.pk/departments/default.asp?deptid=14  
 
The University of the Punjab is the largest and the oldest seat of higher learning in 
Pakistan, the first to be established in the sub-continent in a Muslim majority area. 
The Department of Political Science is one of the oldest teaching departments of the 
University of the Punjab, established in 1933.  It gives awards at M.A. level in 
Political Science; Diplomacy & Strategies Studies; and International Relations; at 
M.Phil and Ph.D. level in Political Sciences; and at Diploma level in International 
Affairs and Local Government. 
 
Publications: house journal, research reports.  
 
 
Government College University, Lahore – Department of Political Science  
Chairperson: Mr. Azhar Choudhry  
http://www.gcu.edu.pk/PolS.htm  
 
The Postgraduate Department of Political Science was established in 1964 and offers 
M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D studies in the fields of Political Science; Diplomacy and 
International Relations; Defense and Strategic Studies; Pakistan; and Regional Studies  
Research specialisations of faculty members include:  Political Thought; Freedom 
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Movement; Human Rights; Foreign Policy; Pakistan Regional Studies; International 
Humanitarian Law; Arms Race; Geo-Politics; Women’s Studies; Politics of Water 
Resources; History of Freedom.   
 
Publications: Journal of Political Science [biannual] and research reports and 
monographs.  
 
 
Lahore University of Management Sciences – School of Social Sciences and 
Humanities 
Dean: Dr Anjum Nasim, Head, Dept. of Social Sciences: Prof. Rasul Bakhs Rais 
http://www.lums.edu.pk/#  
 
The University was granted a charter by the Government of Pakistan in March 1985. 
The School of Social Sciences and Humanities has three Departments dealing with 
economics, law and social sciences. Some International Relations and Security 
Studies research takes place within Social Science. Offers BA, L.L.B. and M.Sc. 
programmes.   
 
 
(D) PUNJAB REGION 
 
Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan – Department of Political Science and 
International Relations (Multan) 
Chairperson: Prof. Dr. Syed Khawaja Alqama 
http://www.bzu.edu.pk/polsc/ 
 
With a small faculty of seven, the Department provides teaching and research 
facilities at M.A., M.Phil and Ph.D. levels and has been progressively enhancing its 
research activities. 
 
 
Islamia University, Bahawalpur – Department of Political Science (Bahawalpur) 
Director: Dr. Razia Musarat 
http://www.iub.edu.pk/Department.jsp?Id=13 
 
The Department of Political Science is among the pioneer departments of the Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur, and provides teaching and research facilities at M.A., 
M.Phil and Ph. D levels in Political Science and International Relations. The 
Department tries to cultivate humanism, liberal democratic values and qualities of the 
“political man” in students. 
 
 
 (E) SINDH 
 
 
Pakistan International Peace & Human Rights Organization  
President: Mr.Fayaz Hussain Abro 
http://www.geocities.com/piphro 
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Research areas include Peace, Human Rights, Conflict prevention, Poverty reduction/ 
alleviation, Disaster relief, Development, and Gender balance, Non-violence, 
Terrorism. Amateurish website. 
 
 
University of Sindh – Department of International Relations (Sindh) 
Director:Professor Lutfullah Mangi 
http://social.usindh.edu.pk/ir/index.html  
 
Sindh University is the oldest university in Sindh province, originally located in 
Karachi, but was shifted to its new campus at Jamshoro, near Hyderabad in 1951.  
The department has focused its attention on teaching and research on the pattern of 
International Politics, from an historical and empirical perspective. It is considered to 
be one of the largest departments in the country, with a highly qualified and dedicated 
faculty.  
 
 
(F) PESHAWAR 
 
Department of International Relations, University of Peshawar  
Chairman: Prof. Dr. Adnan Sarwar 
http://www.upesh.edu.pk/academics/Departments/ir/ir.htm  
 
Small faculty awarding B.A., M.A., M.Phil and Ph.D in International Relations, 
including specifically History of International Relations; Foreign Policy Analysis; 
Pakistan in World Affairs; International and Regional Organizations; Public 
International Law; Politics of International Islamic Economics Relations; Strategic 
Studies; Foreign Policies of Neighbouring Countries; International Politics of the 
Middle East; International Politics of South Asia; South-East-Asia in World Affairs. 
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