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AFSPA  The Armed Forces Special Powers Act 
ANVC  Achik National Volunteers Council, Meghalaya 
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BSF  Border Security Force 
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MULTA  Muslim United Liberation Tigers of Assam 
NDFB  National Democratic Front of Bodoland, Assam 
NSA  Non-State Actors 
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List of Some of the Main Armed Groups Operating in Northeast India 
 

1. Adivasi Cobra Force (ACF), Assam 
2. Dima Halim Daogah (DHD), Assam 
3. Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO), Assam 
4. Karbi Longri North Cachar Liberation Front (KLNLF), Assam 
5. Muslim United Liberation Front of Assam (MULFA), Assam 
6. Muslim United Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA), Assam 
7. National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB), Assam 
8. United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), Assam 
9. United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), Assam 
10. Chin National Liberation Army (CNLA), Manipur/Mizoram 
11. Hmar People's Convention- Democracy (HPC-D), Manipur/Mizoram 
12. Kangleipak Communist Party (KCP), Manipur 
13. Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup (KYKL), Manipur 
14. Kuki Liberation Army (KLA), Manipur 
15. Kuki National Army (KNA), Manipur 
16. Kuki National Front (KNF), Manipur 
17. Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA), Manipur 
18. Manipur People's Army (MPA), Manipur 
19. Manipur People's Liberation Front (MPLF), Manipur 
20. People's Liberation Army (PLA), Manipur 
21. People's Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK), Manipur 
22. People's United Liberation Front (PULF), Manipur 
23. United Kuki Liberation Front (UKLF), Manipur 
24. United National Liberation Front (UNLF), Manipur 
25. Zomi Revolutionary Army (ZRA), Manipur/Mizoram 
26. Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC), Meghalaya 
27. Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC), Meghalaya 
28. People's Liberation Front of Meghalaya (PLF-M), Meghalaya 
29. National Socialist Council of Nagalim / Isak-Muivah (NSCN/IM), 

Nagaland/Manipur 
30. National Socialist Council of Nagaland / Khaplang (NSCN/K), Nagaland 
31. Bru National Liberation Front, Tripura/Mizoram 
32. National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), Tripura 
33. Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF), Tripura 

 



List of Muslim Fundamentalist Organisations Operating in Northeast India 
 

1. Muslim United Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA) 
2. Harkat-ul-Mujahideen (HuM) 
3. Muslim United Liberation Front of Assam (MULFA)/Muslim Liberation 

Army 
4. Muslim Volunteer Force (MVF) 
5. Independent Liberation Army of Assam (ILAA) 
6. Liberation Islamic Tiger Force (LITF) 
7. Islamic Security Force of India (ISFI) 
8. Jamaat-e-Islami (JEI) (Assam Unit) 
9. Muslim Liberation Tigers of Assam (MLTA) 
10. United Social Reform Army (USRA) 
11. Islamic Sevak Sangh (ISS) 
12. United Reformation Protest of Assam (URPA) 
13. Students’ Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) 
14. People’s United Liberation Front (PULF) 
15. Students’ Islamic Organization (SIO) 
16. Islamic Liberation Army (ILA) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Is the Crescent Waxing Eastwards? Pakistan’s Involvement 
in India’s Northeast and Bangladesh 

Binalakshmi Nepram Mentschel1 
 

Introduction  
Northeast India, comprised of the seven states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and comprising 7.6 percent of the 
land area and 3.6 percent of the total population of India, has been facing an onslaught 
of armed violence and insurrection since the late 1940s. The fire of insurgency has 
engulfed this strategic region for the last half a century or more making it one of 
South Asia’s most turbulent regions. Bound by four countries namely Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, China and Myanmar, the region is a product of the partition of the 
subcontinent in 1947 and has immense geo-political significance. 
 

 
 
There are more than 220 ethnic groups in the region, hence the name of a “miniature 
Asia”. No other region of India or South Asia has such a concentration of insurgent 
groups as does Northeast India, nor in any other part of the world has there been such 
a proliferation and mushrooming of militant organizations. As a result there are 
                                                 
1 Ms Binalakshmi Nepram Mentschel is founder Secretary General of the New Delhi based Control 
Arms Foundation of India (CAFI) and of the Manipuri Women Gun Survivor Network (MWGSN) 
based in the state of Manipur in India's Northeast. She is also presently Oxfam GB South Asia's 
Consultant on Arms Control and the Arms Trade Treaty. The views expressed are entirely those of 
Binalakshmi Nepram Mentschel and should not be construed as reflecting the views of the PSRU, 
Department of Peace Studies or the University of Bradford. 



complex conflictual dynamics in the Northeast, ranging from insurgency for 
secession, insurgency for autonomy and state-sponsored terrorism to ethnic clashes, 
problems of the continuous inflow of migrants and fighting over resources. Socio-
political instability, economic backwardness, isolation and inaccessibility compound 
these problems.  
 
Nation building in South Asia has been a very fractured and difficult process. Armed 
insurgency started in India’s Northeast in 1940s. The first insurgency was that of the 
Nagas followed by the insurgency of the Manipuris. The Mizo insurgency followed 
suit in the 1960s and a decade later Assam saw the rise of the United Liberation Front 
of Assam in the late 1970s. Presently, more than 70 armed groups operate in the 
Northeast. 
 

Sponsoring Wars and Insurgencies in Northeast India   
C.R. Mitchell offers insight into the structure of conflict in arguing that: 

 
“… many interstate conflicts in the present international system have originated 
in internal conflicts, some ethnic, some religious, some ideological, and some 
economic…These conflicts have become ‘internationalized’ through a process 
by which one external party (normally the political authorities of another state 
and their official forces or agents) acts in support of one of the parties to the 
internal conflict. This often brings about a counter intervention or counter 
involvement by another party acting in support of the other side. 2 

 
Mitchell’s conceptualisation is particularly relevant to the structure of South Asian 
politics and security and to the processes of inter-state relations in the region and 
gives us an insight to what is happening in India’s Northeast. Most countries in South 
Asia still have to come to terms with the enormous burden of reconciling a wide 
diversity of races, regions and religious within their state structure and ethos. 
Consequently, as India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru understood, a fear of 
the “foreign hand” and the importance of a “country’s unity in danger” remain 
important themes. 
 
According to Subir Bhaumik, to brand or berate any movement for autonomy, 
particularly those turning to violence, as the work of a “foreign hand” has become the 
favourite recourse of political elites in modern South Asia 3 .  Most South Asian 
nations are known to sustain insurgents in the territories of hostile neighbors and such 
patronage has proved much more cost effective as a foreign policy tactic than direct 
confrontation. The complexity of South Asia’s population and unresolved nationalism 
questions will thereby continue to be a fertile ground for ‘small wars and 
insurgencies’. 
 

                                                 
2 C.R. Mitchell, “Civil Strife and the Involvement of External Parties”, International Studies Quarterly, 
Vol.4 (2), June 1970, p.167. 
3 Subir Bhaumik, Insurgent Crossfire: Northeast India (New Delhi: Lancer Publication, 1996) 



Origins of Pakistan Influence in India’s Northeast 
Pakistan’s involvement in the Northeast region can usefully be divided into three 
periods: namely the 1940s to 1971, 1972 to 1989 and from 1990 to the  present. 
 

(1) 1947-1971 Period:  
Against the backdrop of three wars in this period between India and Pakistan - Oct 
1947 (Kashmir), April 1965 (border dispute over Rann of Kutch) and Sept. 1965 
(over Kashmir) – and reflecting the growing strength of Chinese-Pakistan relations 
cemented at the 1955 Bandung Conference, Pakistan began to exert an influence in 
North East India leading to the rise of armed insurgency in the India’s Northeast 
region. From May 1962 to June 1964, China not only gave military and moral support 
to Pakistan, but it also encouraged minority groups in India to express their grievances 
against the Indian Government. According to Ratna Tikoo,4  
 

Both the governments of Pakistan and China gave assistance to [those] minority 
groups like Mizos and Nagas. From May, ’62 to June ’64, three hostile Naga 
groups were reported to have gone to Pakistan. The fourth group of Nagas 
consisting of around 1500 went to East Pakistan and then returned in April 
1965. On their return, these groups of Nagas brought large quantities of arms 
and ammunitions. 

 
According to the then Indian Defence Minister Y.B. Chavan, the Naga groups that 
returned from East Pakistan, carried 21 light machine guns, 10 sten guns, 268 rifles, 3 
medium machine guns, 2 three-inch and 2-inch mortars.5 But support went beyond 
weapons and Pakistan established at least one camp in Eastern Pakistan to train rebel 
Nagas in guerrilla warfare. With Pakistani support, the leader of the Naga movement, 
Angami Zapu Phizo found his way to the United Kingdom, from where he tried to 
internationalize the Naga cause.  
 
In 1958, the Naga rebel commander Kaito Sema took the first batch of guerrillas to 
East Pakistan through the North Cachar route. By the time the Sino-Indian war broke 
out in 1962, more than a thousand Naga fighters had undergone training and received 
weapons in East Pakistan.  
 
The return of the Pakistan-trained Nagas, armed with modern weapons, intensified the 
guerrilla war in this remote hill zone. From 1963, Naga Army squads regularly blew 
up rail tracks, attacked Army and paramilitary posts, and even shot down Indian Air 
Force planes. In 1964, another group of 1,000 Naga guerrillas reached East Pakistan 
and the offensive on Indian positions in and around Kohima continued. 
 
On May 5, 1964, a cease-fire was brokered. By early 1965, the Pakistani Army and 
military intelligence agencies had set up a “coordinating Bureau” to supervise its 
covert efforts in Nagaland. Mirroring the high power “Kashmir Cell” set up for 
similar purposes in Kashmir, Indian military intelligence officials believe that 
Pakistan clearly planned a two front covert war against India at this stage.6  

                                                 
4 Ibid., p.272 
5 Lok Sabha Debates, Vol.31, 6 May 1964, Col. 14488 
6 A retired Brigadier of the Indian Military Intelligence in an interview with Subir Bhaumik. op.cit. 



 
By late 1970s, the situation worsened as the Bengal Revolt in East Pakistan gathered 
momentum; Pakistan’s attention was totally diverted to the ensuing crisis, which 
ultimately led to the formation of Bangladesh in 1971.  
 
Pakistan continued to openly support the Mizo-, Manipur- and Naga-rebels during the 
whole of 1960’s and 1970’s. The support for these insurgents continued until the 
Bangladesh Liberation War, 1971, and was then re-activated when bi-lateral relations 
between India and the independent Bangladesh soured after the assassination of 
Sheikh Mujibur Raman, first President of Bangladesh, in 1975. 
 

(2) 1972-1989 Period:  
With the creation of Bangladesh, the pattern of external linkage between Northeast 
insurgencies underwent a temporary change. Instead of a hostile Pakistan, India now 
had a friendly regime in Dhaka that would not support or shelter any insurgent 
movement directed at New Delhi, and the Nagas and the Mizos had to relocate all 
their bases to Myanmar’s remote Saigang region.  
 

(3) 1990 until the present:  
In the early 1990s, the ISI started patronizing many of the Northeastern armed groups 
including the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA), the National Socialist 
Council of Nagaland- Khaplang (NSCN-K), the National Socialist Council of 
Nagaland –Isaac Muivah (NSCN-IM), the National Democratic Front of Bodoland 
(NDFB), the United National Liberation Front (UNLF), the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) and the National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT)7. 
 
The NSCN (IM) chairman, Isaac Swu, first visited Pakistan on a Bangladeshi passport 
in April 1990, to procure arms and thus came into contact with the ISI8. Later the 
United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) established first contact with the ISI 
through the Pakistan High Commission in Dhaka in June 1991. Thus, after a gap of 
about two decades, these groups succeeded in securing fresh support from Pakistan. 
According to the confessions of a captured NSCN “Finance Secretary”, Khayao 
Huray, Pakistani Diplomats in Dhaka handed over more than one million dollars to 
the NSCN’s Muivah faction between 1993 and 1994. With these funds, the NSCN has 
been able to purchase large quantities of Chinese rifles, machine guns, mortars and 
explosives from black-markets in South-East Asia and Bangladesh.9 
 
On July 25, 2006, the Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, S. Raghupathy, 
confirmed on the floor of the Lok Sabha that the ULFA has links with the ISI. Earlier 
on June 15, 2006, the Assam Police had claimed that ULFA cadres acquired training 
in explosives in Pakistan under “foreign experts” 10 . Disclosing this, the Assam 
Inspector General of Police (Special Branch) Khagen Sharma said that over a dozen 
such trained cadres have been infiltrated into the State. He asserted: "The ULFA sent 
                                                 
7 Op cit n 4 
8 Subir Bhaumik, Insurgent Crossfire: Northeast India (New Delhi: Lancer Publication, 1996) 
9 Ibid  
10 M Amarjeet Singh, The ISI's Supervisory Role in Assam, IDSA Strategic Comments, 7 November  
   2006  



six boys to Pakistan in 2002 and 16 more in 2004, and all received training in 
explosives and bombs. They are trained in the use of RDX, TNT, PETN11 and other 
dangerous explosives by some foreign agencies which also supply them these 
materials."  
 
It is alleged by many Indian security analysts that the Manipur based People's United 
Liberation Front, PULF, also has links with the Directorate General Field Intelligence 
(DGFI) of Bangladesh and Pakistan's Inter Services Intelligence (ISI), both of which 
provide the group with arms and ammunition12. The main task assigned to this group 
by DGFI is to establish a safe corridor through Karimganj in Assam for its own agents 
and for those of Pakistan's ISI. It has also been reported that Muslim youths selected 
from different Madrassas in Manipur are sent to Pakistan via Karimganj and 
Bangladesh13. 
 
According to Dr Amarjeet Singh of Institute of Defence Studies and Analyses 
(IDSA), “As the Pakistani ISI expands and consolidates its influence, the threat it 
brings to India's national security are real and grave. Its effort to rope in the services 
of foreign based terror groups in this part of the country will prove to be too costly an 
affair for India in general and the Northeast region in particular”14. 
 

Northeast India, Bangladesh and the Emergence of Islamic Fundamental Groups 
The assassination of Bangladesh President Mujibur Rahman on the 15th August 1975 
changed the relation between India and Bangladesh thereafter. Mujib represented a 
strong solid bond between India and in his death, the bond fractured. 
 
In 1975, India’s RAW was instructed to assist the Chakmas rebels who were 
predominantly Buddhist and Christian living in the Chittagong Hill Tracts with arms, 
supplies, bases and training. In 1976, the Shanti Bahini launched its first attack on the 
Bangladesh forces. Bangladesh retaliated, which paved the way for harbouring 
insurgents from India’s Northeast in the region.15  
 
Naga rebels, as well as the urban guerrillas of Manipur, started using Bangladesh 
territory for shelter and operation. It was in 1989, that the Bangladesh camps became 
operational for the ULFA16 and the chain of camps in the Chittagong area facilitated 
entry into Assam through the Cachar and Barak valley corridors.17 
 
It was after the unleashing of “Operation Rhino” in 1990 that Bangladesh assumed 
prominence and became a full-fledged base area. The General Council Meeting of the 
ULFA was apparently held at Dhaka on July 22, 1992 to discuss ways and means to 
                                                 
11 Cyclotrimethylenetrinitramine also known as RDX is an explosive nitroamine widely used in 
military and industrial applications. Trinitrotoluene (TNT) and PETN (pentaerythritol tetranitrate, also 
known as penthrite) are also military high explosive.  
12 op cit n 9 
13 Th. Khurshchev Singh, LeT finds a new base in Manipur, IDSA Strategic Comments, 22 January 
2007. 
14 op cit n 10 
15 Frontline, Vol.16, No.7 March-April 9, 1999, p.46-49. 
16 Tara Kartha, Tools of Terror: Light Weapons and India’s Security (Delhi: Knowledge World & 
IDSA), p.258. 
17 Ibid. 



recoup lost ground.18 The need to get weapons into Assam required control over those 
routes which led to Sylhet - which were dominated by the immigrant Muslim 
population (in the Barak Valley and Cachar). A major change of stance followed, 
which was formalized in August 1992, when a 15-page policy document by ULFA 
declared that settlers had contributed to the productivity of Assam and in effect were a 
part and parcel of “Swadhin Asom”.19 This turnaround was seen as an attempt to 
appease the Bangladeshis, and secondly, a tactic that would give the ULFA an 
adequate manpower base. In October 1996, a subsequent report noted that 
Bangladeshi settler's colonies had sprung up along a vital route, and these were 
assisting the NSCN, and its allied groups which includes the Dimasa Halam Douda, 
and the Hmar Revolutionary Force. 
 
It has now been established that Bangladesh's former military rulers (and even the 
BNP government) provided the insurgent front in Northeast India shelter with and 
material support. Most insurgent leaders of Northeast India, who have since been 
arrested, carried Bangladeshi passports20. 
 
During the 7th Indo-Bangladesh Home Secretary-level talks held in Dhaka in August 
2006, the Union Home Secretary V. K. Duggal pointed to the existence of 172 camps 
belonging to Indian militant groups and detailed how the militants were supported by 
Bangladesh-based fundamentalist outfits like Harkat-ul-Jehad-al-Islami (HuJI) which 
were sponsored by the ISI, with money coming from Gulf countries like Saudi 
Arabia21. 
 
In the words of Bertil Lintner, “A revolution is taking place in Bangladesh that 
threatens trouble for the region and beyond if left unchallenged. A nation of 130 
million people -the third-most populous in the Muslim world - is slowly moving away 
from its tradition of moderate Islam. And the government seems powerless and 
unwilling to stem the tide, which includes growing attacks on moderate Muslims and 
the dwindling Hindu population. Guns and religion form a recipe for trouble. And 
there are plenty of guns and plenty of religious zealots in this lawless corner of 
southeast Bangladesh”22. 
 
The coastal area stretching from the port city of Chittagong south through Cox's Bazar 
to the Burmese border is a stronghold of the fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami, its youth 
wing Islami Chhatra Shibir and other more extreme Muslim groups. These include the 
Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami, which was set up with funds from Osama bin Laden and 
whose leader, Maulana Sheikh Farid, comes from Chittagong23. 
 

                                                 
18 Ibid. 
19 Ibid. 
20 Subir Bhaumik, Insurgency in the North East, Bharat Rakshak Monitor, Volume 5(2) September-
October 2002 
21 Ibid 
22 Bertil Lintner, Is religious extremism on the rise in Bangladesh? Jane's Intelligence Review, May 
2002 
23 Ibid 



A retired civil servant has called the madrassas in Bangladesh a "potential political 
time bomb". According to latest estimates, there are at least 64,000 in Bangladesh, 
most of which are beyond any form of governmental control or supervision 24 .  
 
 

The connection with Pakistan’s ISI and Bangladesh’s DGFI 
Many analysts in India suggest that, in association with Bangladesh's Directorate 
General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI), the ISI has been recruiting unemployed youth 
from Northeast India and training them for 'jihad' in Bangladesh as well as in 
Northeast India. The Indian Inspector General of the Border Security Force, J. P. 
Sinha, recently confirmed this when he told the Indian Express on September 1, 2006 
that the ISI and the DGFI "are recruiting youths from Assam and training them for 
jihad in Bangladesh. After the completion of training they are sent back to Assam for 
fomenting trouble in the north-eastern region.  
 
Many believe that the processes of radicalization accelerated sharply after the fall of 
the Taliban at Kandahar at end 2001. It was at this stage that Pakistan came under 
enormous international pressure and media scrutiny for its role as a principal sponsor 
of terrorism, and for providing safe haven to the thousands of Taliban and Al Qaeda 
fighters fleeing Afghanistan. It was at this stage that Bangladesh was increasingly 
perceived by the ISI as a useful safe haven and training destination, affording greater 
international invisibility and deniability, and a process of consolidation of extremist 
spaces in the country commenced. In the early stages of this process, several hundred 
Taliban and Al Qaeda cadres are believed to have been transported by ship from 
Karachi in Pakistan to Chittagong, and were then believed to have been trucked down 
– allegedly by Bangladesh’s Directorate General of Forces Intelligence (DGFI) – to 
hidden camps in the Ukhia area, south of Cox’s Bazaar25. There have been periodic 
reports of shadowy movements of Al Qaeda cadres and activities of Al Qaeda linked 
operations, including funding agencies, across or through Bangladesh. 
 
At the same time, Bangladeshi jihadis from Pakistan-Afghanistan took flight and they 
returned in large numbers to their homeland. By mid 2002, Bangladeshi veterans from 
the Afghanistan campaigns were training cadres of a new alliance of Bangladeshi, 
Indian and Myanmarese terrorists in a number of camps in southern Bangladesh.  
 
It is clear that Pakistan is increasing ‘outsourcing’ many of its terrorist operations to 
groups in Bangladesh in order to disguise its direct involvement in activities against 
India26.  
 
Bangladeshi military and civilian intelligence officers were initially trained by the ISI. 
Some special units of the DGFI were trained along with ISI operatives at the Harvey 
Point Defence Testing Activity, a high-security compound in a quiet corner of a 
marshland near Hertford, North Carolina, USA. The facility, officially owned by the 
Pentagon, has served as the CIA's secret commando training base since 196127. 
                                                 
24 Bertil Lintner, “Bangladesh: A Cocoon of Terror”, Far Eastern Economic Review, 4 April 2002 
25  Ajay Sahni, Wars within Borders: Occasional Writings on Sub-conventional Conflicts, South Asia 
Terrorism Portal, 1 August 2006 (Edited version published in Tehelka.com, August 1, 2006.) 
26 Sheela Bhatt, ISI now outsources terror to Bangladesh, Rediff.com news, 21 March 2006 
27  Maloy Krishna Dhar, Assam: The Bangla hand, Rediff.com News, 19 January 2007,  



 

Emergence of Islamic Fundamentalist Organizations in India’s Northeast 
Writing about the influence of Pakistan and Bangladesh on India’s Northeast will not 
be complete if we do not mention the rise of Islamic militancy in the region. The 
difference between ethnically based insurgent movements and Islamic militancy is 
that while ethnically based insurgent movements were an area-bound, specific land-
based struggle that emerged even as the British were leaving India, the Islamic 
militants that came about in India’s Northeast are more ideologically linked with a 
pan-Islamic context and the latter is a phenomenon which emerged only in late 1990s. 
At the moment, many of the militants are a mix of locals and those who have come 
from outside. This is a phenomenon which is still yet to be fully explored. According 
to Jaideep Saikia, Islamic militant activities has begun to sharply increase in the 
region and could usurp the position of the ethnically based insurgent movements 
which have been flourishing in the region, but could also have a wider agenda28. 
Combined with reports that ISI and DGFI are encouraging the illegal influx of 
Muslims in the region29, it is indeed an issue, which the entire strategic community in 
India and other countries should be carefully monitoring.  
 
Many Muslim fundamentalist organizations in India’s Northeast have emerged over 
the past decade. Scholars mention that the most important groups have been formed in 
early nineties and in the early part of 2000 after the destruction of the Babri Masjid in 
the Indian city of Ayodhya. Most of these organizations have strong foreign link with 
organizations such as the ISI. The relationship with the ISI lies in the fact that many 
of the youths are given arms, training and money. The immediate objective of the 
fundamentalist organizations is not to take on New Delhi in the manner that other 
ethnic armed groups in the region do but in the words of Jaideep Saikia, “To further 
the steady progression towards Nizam-e-Mustafa or even Brihot Bangladesh30. 
 
It has been reported that around 16 Islamic fundamentalist organizations are now 
operating in Assam and other states of Northeast India31. These include the Muslim 
United Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA), Muslim United Liberation Front of 
Assam (MULFA), People’s Liberation Front (PLF), Islamic Liberation Army (ILA), 
Muslim Security Force (MSF), Liberation of Islam Tiger Force (LITF), Muslim 
Security Council of Assam (MSCA), United Liberation Militia of Assam (ULMA), 
Minority Peoples Action Committee (MPAC), Muslim Volunteers Force (MVF), 
Mujahid Vahini and Jubo Command32. These are the groups which have emerged 
over the past 10 years and which are now to some extent displacing the ethnic 
insurgents.  
 

                                                 
28 Jaideep Saikia, Terror Sans Frontier: Islamist Militancy in Northeast India (Delhi: Vision Books, 
2004). See also: Chanraka Singh, North East India: Terrorism and Politics, Manas Publications, 
November 2003.  
29 Ibid. 
30 Nizam-e-Mustafa is the movement for the establishment Mohammad's law in the region. Brihot 
Bangladesh means ‘Greater Bangladesh’.  
31 Author’s inputs and see Binalakshmi Nepram, South Asia’s Fractured Frontier: Armed Conflict, 
Narcotics and Small Arms Proliferation in India’s Northeast (Delhi: Mittal Publications, 2002) 
32 PG Rajamohan, ‘Fundamentalism and the ISI in Northeast Insurgency’, IPCS Article No 1090, 11 
August 2003 



In Northeast India, it is reported that the ISI has allegedly been attempting to organize 
a grand alliance, namely the All Muslim United Liberation Forum of Assam 
(AMULFA) by unifying several small Islamic fundamentalist organization under one 
banner33. In fact, MULTA, MULFA and LITF have already started operating under 
the AMULFA. This body is to be a part of a greater unit called United Liberation 
Front of Seven Sisters (ULFSS). Already two Manipur-based Islamic organizations, 
the People’s United Liberation Front and the Islamic Liberation Army operate under 
the ULFSS.  
 
Scholars like Jaideep Saikia have argued that the ISI intends to utilize the Muslim 
fundamentalist organizations that are operating in India’s Northeast as conduits 
between the ISI and the ethnic militant groups of India’s Northeast. The ISI also aims 
to further the agenda of Islamization in the region by facilitating the demographic 
infiltration from Bangladesh into Northeast India. Other objectives also include the 
communalization of the situation in the region by engineering riots and defiling Hindu 
places of worship34.  
 
In the state of Manipur, the arrest of three Manipuri Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) members 
in Delhi on December 19, 2006 indicated the existence of direct linkages between 
Pakistan-based terrorists and the Meitei Pangal35 militants. The arrest – the first of its 
kind – has revealed a new trend wherein Manipur, with its unemployed minority of 
Muslim youths, seems to be emerging as a fresh recruiting ground for the LeT36. 
 
Unofficial local sources have also confirmed that a large number of illegal 
Bangladeshis had covertly migrated into areas such as Lilong and Hatta (Muslim 
pockets in Imphal, Manipur) over the last several years. This is another cause of 
worry for the geo-politics of the already fragile Northeast India.  
 

Conclusion 
Northeast India region has been in the grip of violence and fear for many years. Once, 
it was the fear of atrocities of Indian armed forces and of the gun totting non-state 
actors, now it is the rise of Islamists and behind them “hidden hand” of Pakistan and  
Bangladesh. Areas like India’s Northeast are lagging behind in development 
compared to the rest of India and the world. There is no proper infrastructure and the 
region is in a state of perpetual siege by both state and non-state actors. It is a region 
where guns and drugs are readily available, a region in a constant state of foment. In 
the complex South geo-politics of South Asia the region is in danger of becoming a 
new locus of Islamic terrorism and it is the ordinary people of the region who suffer 
the consequences. On the radar screen of global terrorism, Northeast India is but a 
faint blip. However, the reality is that the Islamist crescent in waxing in the region 
with the collusion of Pakistan’s ISI and Bangladesh’s DGFI 37. 
 

                                                 
33 Ibid 
34 Ibid 
35 Muslims who have settled in Manipur for generations are called Meitei Pangals 
36 Th. Khurshchev Singh, LeT finds a new base in Manipur, IDSA Strategic Comments, 22 January 
2007. 
37 Jaideep Saikia, Terror Sans Frontier: Islamist Militancy in Northeast India (Delhi: Vision Books, 
2004) 
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