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About the Pakistan Security Research Unit (PSRU) 
 
The Pakistan Security Research Unit (PSRU) was established in the Department of 
Peace Studies at the University of Bradford, UK, in March 2007. It serves as an 
independent portal and neutral platform for interdisciplinary research on all aspects of 
Pakistani security, dealing with Pakistan's impact on regional and global security, 
internal security issues within Pakistan, and the interplay of the two. PSRU provides 
information about, and critical analysis of, Pakistani security with particular emphasis 
on extremism/terrorism, nuclear weapons issues, and the internal stability and 
cohesion of the state. PSRU is intended as a resource for anyone interested in the 
security of Pakistan and provides: 
 
• Briefing papers; 
• Reports; 
• Datasets; 
• Consultancy; 
• Academic, institutional and media links; 
• An open space for those working for positive change in Pakistan and for those 

currently without a voice. 
 
PSRU welcomes collaboration from individuals, groups and organisations, which 
share our broad objectives. Please contact us at psru@bradford.ac.uk We welcome 
you to look at the website available through: 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/display/ssispsru/Home  
 

Other PSRU Publications 
 
The following papers are freely available through the Pakistan Security Research Unit 
(PSRU) 
 

• Brief number 1. Pakistan, Biological Weapons and the BTWC  
• Brief number 2. Sectarianism in Pakistan  
• Brief number 3. Pakistan, the Taliban and Dadullah  
• Brief number 4. Security research in Pakistan  
• Brief number 5. Al-Qaeda in Pakistan  
• Brief number 6. The 2007 Elections and the Future of Democracy in Pakistan  
• Brief number 7. The Balochistan Conflict: Towards a Lasting Peace  
• Brief number 8. The Landlord, the Mollah and the Military: the Education Issue 

Pakistan.  
• Brief number 9. Attacks on Uzbek Militants in South Waziristan: Issues and 

Implications of an Internal Jihad  
• Brief number 10. Towards a Durable Peace in Waziristan  
• Brief number 11. An Uncertain Voice: the MQM in Pakistan’s Political Scene 
• Brief number 12. Lashkar-e-Tayyeba  

 
All these papers are freely available from: 
http://spaces.brad.ac.uk:8080/display/ssispsru/Home 
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Lashkar-e-Tayyeba 

Wilson John1 
 
 
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT), or the Army of Pure, is the only Islamic terrorist group in 
Asia with links to al Qaida which has not only survived the global sanctions but, has 
also managed to expand its network across the world in the last six years with 
generous funds from the Middle East, particularly Saudi Arabia, and the support of 
the Pakistan Army and its intelligence wing, the Inter Service Intelligence (ISI) 
directorate.  
 
These are not the only reasons why LeT could emerge as a serious threat to peace in 
Asia and other parts of the world. There is a distinct possibility of the group, in the 
next few years, emerging as part of the religious-political alliance in Pakistan, a step 
closer to the group’s objective in creating a pan-Islamic front against those who are 
opposed to Islam, especially the western nations, and to establish the Caliphate 
 
This objective was articulated by its Amir or leader, Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, in an 
interview given to a respected and widely circulated Pakistani English monthly, 
Herald.2 “Many Muslim organisations are preaching and working on the missionary 
level inside and outside Pakistan,” it read, “but they have given up the path of jihad 
altogether.  The need for jihad has always existed and the present conditions demand 
it more than ever”. 
 
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba is just one of 58 religious political parties and 24 armed jihadi 
groups that have been in existence at various phases of Pakistan’s six-decade long 
history. The Pakistan Army and ISI created many of these groups, as covert 
instruments of State policy to create and quell internal sectarian conflicts, intimidate 
opponents of the regime, ethnic separatists and moderate political parties. In the late 
’80s, during the Afghan jihad, the Army realised that these groups could also 
deployed to manage regional interests—to ensure Pakistan’s objective of maintaining 
its strategic depth in Afghanistan and keeping India tied up in Kashmir through a 
proxy war. 
 
Thus aided and supported by the State, these groups, over the years, more so during 
the regime of President Pervez Musharraf, have successfully managed to lay the 
ground work for an extensive terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan which includes 
newspapers and magazines, charitable trusts and madrassas (religious schools) to 
funnel funds and enlist and indoctrinate new recruits, new training facilities across the 
country and sleeper cells in the US, India, Australia, Iraq, Spain and Britain3.    

                                                 
1 The views expressed are entirely those of Wilson John and should not be construed as reflecting the 
views of the PSRU, Department of Peace Studies or the University of Bradford. For a more detailed bio 
of Wilson John see page 7. 
2 Zaighan Khan, Allah’s Army Waging Jihad in Kashmir, Herald, January 1998. Herald is a English 
monthly published by Dawn group of publications from Karachi, Pakistan. 
3 Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the Threat to Australia, Research Note, Government of Australia. 
Accessed at http://www.aph.gov.au/LIBRARY/Pubs/RN/2003-04/04rn36.pdf; Khalid Hasan, Lashkar-
e-Taiba said to be active in Spain, Daily Times, February 10, 2007; UK police probe terror money trail, 
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Evolution of Lashkar 
It is important to study the group’s evolution over the years to understand the 
potential threat it poses in the future.  LeT was born as an armed wing of Markaz 
Dawat-ul Irshad (MDI), Centre for Proselytisation and Preaching, which was set up in 
1987 by three Islamic scholars, Hafiz Saeed and Zafar Iqbal of the Engineering 
University, Lahore, and Abdullah Azzam of the International Islamic University, 
Islamabad. Azzam was the ideologue for the Palestinian terrorist group, Hamas, 
besides being a religious and political mentor of bin Laden. Seed money of $200,000 
for the group was given by Osama bin Laden’s Afghan Service Bureau to set up its 
headquarters at Muridke, 30 kms from Lahore, capital of Pakistan’s Punjab province.  
 
LeT’s armed operations began at terrorist training camps in the eastern Afghanistan 
provinces of Kuntar and Pakhtia in 1987-88. But since the “jihad” in Afghan was on 
the wane by that time, the group turned its attention towards India in 1993.4  Saeed 
directed his group to concentrate first on the Indian administered Kashmir before 
taking up the cause of liberating Junagarh (a tiny enclave in the Indian State of 
Gujarat) and Hyderabad (at present the capital of the Indian State of Andhra Pradesh 
but was a Muslim-ruled princely state before Partition).  This focus has now expanded 
beyond India. Inspired by al Qaeda in large measure, LeT today sees itself as a 
saviour of Islam. 
 
Within a decade of its existence, LeT expanded rapidly in Pakistan, setting up a 
sprawling headquarters in Muridke, and about 2,200 offices across the country. Even 
after the global ban, Muridke remains the nerve centre of the organisation where all 
its organisational, jihadi and educational activities are planned and carried out. The 
centre houses a madrassa, a hospital, a market, a large residential area for the scholars 
and faculty members, a fish farm and agricultural tracts that are cultivated year round. 
The centre is heavily guarded with gunmen patrolling entry points round the clock.5 
The MDI runs 200 secondary schools called al Dawa Schools, 11 madrassas 
(seminaries), two science colleges, an ambulance service, mobile clinics and blood 
banks 6 , besides a charity organisation called Idara Khidmat-e-Khalq (People's 
Services Administration) which played an important role in funelling funds for the 
group in the name of earthquake relief after the October 2005 quake that destroyed 
large parts of Pakistan administered Kashmir (PaK). 

                                                                                                                                            
CNN, August16, 2006. Accessed at 
http://www.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/europe/08/15/terror.plot/index.html;  
Did quake relief cash fund plot, Mirror, August 15, 2006. Accessed at 
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/tm_objectid=17562424&method=full&siteid=94762&headline=did-
quake-relief-cash-fund-plot---name_page.html; Parveen Swami, The long arm of Lashkar, Frontline ( a 
highly respected English fortnightly published by Hindu group of Publications from Chennai, India), 
Vol.21,Issue 09, April 24-May 07, 2004. Accessed at 
http://www.hinduonnet.com/fline/fl2109/stories/20040507003303800.htm  
4 These five years were spent in locating their establishment from Peshawar to Punjab in Pakistan and 
to set up training infrastructure in Pak administered Kashmir besides establishing contacts with 
extremist groups in Indian administered Kashmir. Refer to Pakistan’s Kashmir Strategy by Yossef 
Bodansky. Accessed at  
http://www.fas.org/news/pakistan/1995/950000-pak-kashmir.htm 
5 Muhammad Amir Rana, A to Z of Jehadi Organizations in Pakistan, Mashal Books, Lahore, 2004. 
6 Amir Mir, The True Face of Jihadis, Mashal Books, Lahore, 2004.  
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The educational curriculum of these schools and colleges are guided by Hafiz Saeed’s 
philosophy that to achieve jihad, his students must not only imbibe the great values of 
Islamic principles but also should be adept in science and technology.  These views 
are propagated, with no less clarity and effect, through scores of the group’s 
publications, including a multi-lingual (Urdu, Persian and English) website - 
accessible at www.jamatuddawa.org  and www.jamatdawa.org , an Urdu monthly 
journal, Al Dawa, which has a circulation of 80,000, an Urdu weekly, Gazwa, a 
children’s monthly, Nanhe Mujahid and an English monthly, Voice of Islam. 
 
Well-known Pakistan commentators 7  have documented how Saeed and his group 
managed to outwit the sanctions despite Pakistan’s commitment towards the US-led 
War on Terrorism. The group’s posters were seen in urban and rural areas of 
Pakistan’s Punjab urging young men to join jihad. The posters carried the telephone 
numbers of the group’s scores of offices. Jihadi publications reported that between 
January and June in 2003, groups like LeT and Jaish recruited more than 7,000 
youngsters aged 18-25 from various parts of Pakistan. LeT and Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM), in particular, claimed to have recruited more than 3,350 and 2,235 boys, 
respectively. At one point of time, the LeT website claimed that around 800 
youngsters had embraced “martyrdom” while fighting the Indian army in 2002.  One 
recent indication of the state patronage groups like LeT enjoy is the ISI decision to 
offer severance pay to Hafiz Saeed at a time when the peace process with India was 
taking shape.8   
 

Political strategy 
Since 2005, the group rechristened as Jamat-ud Dawa (JuD), persuaded by the 
authorities under pressure from the US, has been openly moving into the political 
space left unoccupied by the absence of a legitimate political process in Pakistan. This 
is a strategic move considering the impending general elections in 2007 and the tacit 
support the group enjoys from the Pakistan establishment, i.e., the Army and the ISI, 
and its growing acceptance in the civil society, particularly after the widely publicised 
relief and rehabilitation activities the group carried out in the quake-devastated 
Pakistan administered Kashmir. 
 
These activities helped the group to project itself as a charitable non-governmental 
organisation, a move which was helped in great measure by the establishment. Some 
of the ministers in President Musharraf’s government were unequivocal in their praise 
of the organisation. For instance, Federal Minister Zubaida Jalal accompanied 
UNICEF officials to the JuD hospital on October 17, 2005 and held meetings with 
Hafiz Saeed. Saeed reportedly demanded helicopters to ferry relief materials and the 
injured. Within a week, the JuD-run hospital was visited by Federal Minister for 
Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas Syed Faisal Saleh Hayat. The minister praised 
JuD and its leader Hafiz Saeed profusely for the relief and rehabilitation work.  
 

                                                 
7 Two excellent references are- Amir Rana’s, A to Z of Jehadi Organizations in Pakistan and Amir 
Mir’s True Face of Jihadis. Both these books are published by Mashal Publications, Lahore, Pakistan. 
Mir’s book has been reprinted in India by Roli Books. 
8 Husain Haqqani, Pakistan between mosque and military, Vanguard Publications, Lahore, 2005. 
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A fact that clearly indicates the growing clout of Saeed’s terrorist group in Islamabad 
is the freedom with which he leads Friday prayers at the Lahore mosque where he 
exhorts his followers to take up the path of jihad against India and the US with 
renewed vigour. He hosts parties for political leaders.9 His group freely distributes 
jihadi literature in government offices where they have a sizeable readership among 
senior officials.10   
 
The group’s current negotiations with various religious-political parties further 
confirm the directions of its future political strategy. Saeed has been negotiating with 
Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam-Samiul Haq 11  for creating a new alignment of religious 
political parties under the umbrella of Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA), the religious 
alliance currently sharing power in the ruling coalition with the ruling party, the PML-
QA. There are also indications of JuD being wooed by a staunch rival of Samiul Haq, 
Jamat-e-Islami chief Qazi Hussain Ahmed, one of the top leadership of the MMA. 
After the earthquake, JeI chief visited JuD camps and mobile dispensaries in 
Muzaffarabad and praised Saeed for the relief activities.  
 
The most worrying aspects of the LeT today are its growing strength and an 
expanding base in Pakistan, India and elsewhere in the world,12 besides a marked 
willingness to enter into politics as well as alliances with other terrorist and extremist 
groups in different parts of the continent.  Saeed, revealed his expanded vision in an 
interview to a Urdu daily, Khabrain, on July 20, 2005, where he said that his group 
“would extend support to the organisations active in jihad anywhere in the world”.13    
 

Conclusion 
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba is at present the most organised terrorist group in Pakistan, which 
not only enjoys the support of the religious groups and the military but also a 
considerable section of the population in Punjab and Pakistan administered Kashmir. 
Already successful in creating a perfect cover of a charity organisation called Jamaat-
ud dawa (JuD), the group is seeking to exploit the present crises in Pakistan to 
increase its political clout and align with the military to patch together a religious 
political alliance in order to stake a claim to Islamabad in the coming months. This 
would lend both legitimacy and political muscle to expanding its agenda of defending 
the cause of Islam, through violence and preaching, across the world. 
 
 

                                                 
9 Is Pakistan still a launch pad for terrorism, Daily Times, July 18, 2005. 
10 Ali Waqqar, Banned literature being distributed in Punjab offices, Daily Times, August 13, 2005. 
11 Hasan Mansoor, New religious alliance in the offing?, Daily Times, March 11, 2006. 
12 US vs Masoud Ahmad Khan, US District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia. Accessed at 
http://news.findlaw.com/hdocs/docs/terrorism/uskhan70103gmot.pdf. 
13 Khabrain,July 21, 2005. Translation taken from Pakistan Media Monitor, a weekly digest of the 
jihadi press in Pakistan, edited by journalist Mohammad Shehzad. 
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