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Together we’ll create your future



The right combination

Alongside our prestigious achievements in teaching and
research, we foster an active, lively and welcoming working
environment. We’re busy throughout the year with frequent
seminars given by distinguished national and international
visitors. Our research reputation attracts senior personnel
from both academia and industry to visit our Department from
all over the world.

With a full-time staff of around 30, our department employs
30 academics, together with technical and secretarial 
support staff. 

At the time of writing, we have 30 research students. 
They work alongside both post-doctoral research fellows 
and academics, and carry out much of our research.

A broad outlook

Our research encompasses all the traditional areas of Law 
and many less traditional topics.

Solid financial support

The University has limited funding available for postgraduate
study, but does offer some opportunities for both UK and
overseas students. To find out more, please visit:
www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate / finance/funding
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Our research
Situated in two distinct but equally impressive locations, Durham University is one of the most
prestigious academic institutions in the UK and is Sunday Times University of the Year.

In its last Research Assessment Exercise (RAE 2001), the University Funding Council rated every
Law Department in the country, and awarded ours grade 5* for the quality of our research.

We are one of the UK’s leading research universities. 94% of our staff are research active.
In the latest Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), 85% of them were independently assessed as
undertaking research work of international significance (grades 5 and 5*).

 

http://www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/finance/funding


A strong track record

The Law Department is officially recognised as one of the top
five Law Schools in the UK alongside Cambridge, Oxford, the
LSE and UCL, and as such is officially recognised centre of
international excellence in legal scholarship and research. It
is one of only 8 UK law schools to be awarded the top grading
of 5* in the last RAE, and one of only 5 to be awarded a 5*A
- meaning that it entered more than 95% of its staff for the
exercise and thus has research strength in depth. In 2004,
the Times newspaper ranked it as the third best law school in
the UK. It also achieved a rating of “Excellent” for its
teaching in its last inspection by the government Quality
Assurance Agency.

Sound prospects

Our successful postgraduates are in high demand. 
The majority find employment right away, either in
universities or in the professions. We enjoy strong links 
with many leading UK, European and multi-national firms.

Research strengths

Research is both an individual and a group effort, and many
of our research groups are among the world’s leaders in their
fields. Our specific research interests are:

> Administrative Law
> Civil Liberties
> Commercial Law
> Commercial Fraud
> Constitutional Law
> Corporate Finance
> Criminal Justice System
> Criminal Law and Theory
> Criminology
> Discrimination Law
> Employment Law
> Family Law
> Game Theory & the Law
> Gender & Law
> German Law
> Intellectual Property Law
> International & Comparative Criminal Law
> International and European Human Rights
> International Law
> Labour Law
> Land Law
> Law & Economics
> Law of the European Union
> Law of the WTO
> Legal History
> The Legal Profession
> Local Government Law
> Obligations
> Philosophy of Law
> Political Philosophy
> Religious Liberty
> Sex Discrimination
> Socio-legal Studies
> Trusts and Equity.
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The Department also runs the Durham European Law Institute
and the Human Rights Centre.

Our research workers are in great demand for seminars at
other universities, research institutes and international
conferences. As a graduate student, you’ll be encouraged to
present your findings both at home and abroad.

Key Personnel

For information  please refer to the following web link:
www.durham.ac.uk/law

Postgraduate Research Degrees

PhD - The degree of Doctor of Philosophy is awarded after
presentation of a satisfactory thesis of up to 100,000 words
in one of a wide range of subjects including a subject within
the field of law. Candidates submitting a subject within the
field of law will be required to submit evidence of adequate
training and ability to undertake advanced research. The
period of full-time supervised study is normally three years
which must be spent in residence in Durham.

MPhil - The postgraduate degree of Master of Philosophy is
awarded after presentation of a satisfactory thesis of up to
70,000 words on an approved subject within the field of law.
The candidate will be required to spend six consecutive terms
in residence in Durham pursuing a course of supervised study
and preparing his/her thesis. Alternatively an approved
candidate may be allowed to prepare for the degree by
spending nine consecutive terms in part-time supervised
study coming to Durham for supervision at least once a term
and more often in the first few terms if his/her supervisor 
so requires.

MJur - The postgraduate degree of Master of Jurisprudence is
awarded after presentation of a satisfactory thesis of up to
50,000 words on an approved subject within the field of law.
The candidate will be required to spend three consecutive
terms in residence in Durham pursuing a course of supervised
study and preparing his/her thesis. Alternatively an approved
candidate may be allowed to prepare for the degree by
spending six consecutive terms in part-time supervised study
coming to Durham for supervision at least once a term and
more often in the first few terms if his/her supervisor so
requires.

You can also register to study part-time. In this case the
length of your course will be at least twice the length for full-
time study.

Our usual minimum entrance requirement is an Upper
Second Class Honours Degree.

Postgraduate Training and 
Personal Development

Together with the Law Department, the University runs an
integrated programme of training courses, which will form
part of your degree. This includes:

> Active training aimed at nurturing good practical skills and
experimental technique

> Academic programmes to raise awareness of contemporary
research topics within Law and related subjects,
particularly cross-disciplinary areas

> Complementary Skills - written and verbal communication,
research management, safety and equality issues.   
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Funding

There are several different sources available to PhD students.
Please note there are specific awards for certain types of
degrees, which have limited availability. For more information
please contact the department directly. For other postgraduate
degree programmes however, you will usually need to find
alternative sources of financial support. You may be able to
secure financial assistance from:

> Research Councils
> Other Sources of Funding.

For further details please visit:
www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/ finance/funding/

International students can obtain more information at:
www.durham.ac.uk/international/finance/scholarships

How to apply

You can apply online at: www.durham.ac.uk/postgraduate/apply

Or, you can complete our application forms which are
available by writing to the department or online.

Send the forms, together with your CV to our Advisor to
Postgraduate Students. You should list two or three potential
supervisors on the pre-registration form and supply details of
two academic referees.

If you’re an applicant with your own funding, we’ll normally
ask you for a written financial guarantee showing that you'll
be able to meet the course fees.

If English is not your first language, you’ll need to show us
evidence of your linguistic abilities, such as a certificate from
the British Council. You'll usually need an IELTS standard of 7.

If you need any more information about Law research at
Durham please feel free to get in touch. We look forward to
hearing from you soon.

Contact Details

Advisor to Postgraduate Students
Durham University 
Department of Law
50 North Bailey
Durham 
DH1 3ET
United Kingdom

Telephone +44 (0)191 334 2800
Fax +44 (0)191 334 2819
Email law.pgadmissions@durham.ac.uk

UK Graduate Admissions
Telephone 0191 334 2111

Overseas and EU Graduate Admissions
Telephone +44 (0)191 334 2150
Fax +44 (0)191 384 4737

www.durham.ac.uk/law/
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Every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in
this publication is correct as of January 2006. The University will use
reasonable endeavours to deliver programmes and other services in
accordance with the descriptions provided.

Further details can be found at www.durham.ac.uk
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