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Unveiling our new research 
postgraduate study area

From October 2010, the 
Main Library will have a 
dedicated study area for 
research postgraduates 
on Level 4. The research 
postgraduate room contains 
a combination of formal 
and informal study spaces 
to facilitate your research in 
the most effective way. In 

addition to wireless access for laptops, some computers 
are available for checking email and others for general 
access to the internet. As well offering study spaces for 
researchers, the room is equipped with a coffee machine, 
newspapers, magazines and books on undertaking 
academic research and writing doctoral theses. We hope that 
this room will evolve in line with your needs throughout the 
next year, so please visit us on Level 4 and tell us how the 
library can help your research. More information is available 
at www.durham.ac.uk/research/resstudy

The Library comes to 
Ustinov College

All postgraduate students are invited to an 
information evening hosted by the Library 
on 3 November, 5.30-7:00pm, in the café 
area at Fisher House, Ustinov College. The 
information fair will give you the opportunity 
to meet library staff and find out more about 
how our services can support you - all while 
enjoying a drink and nibbles! 

You will be able to meet the liaison librarian 
who supports your department as well as 
staff from Special Collections. You will 
have lots of opportunities to ask questions 
and give us your views about the library, 
especially during the postgraduate forum 
which we will hold towards the end of the 
evening. There will also be information 
about accessing your reading list online, 
training courses, publishing and promoting 
your research, support for international, 
part-time or distance postgraduates, and 
how to access resources at other libraries. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Spotlight
The Document Delivery Service

Although Durham University Library holds millions of books 
and journals, during your reading you may find you need an 
item that the Library doesn’t have.

The Library’s Document Delivery Service can help! Access a 
world of information by using our inter-library loan system. 
Fill out a simple form to tell us about the item you want and 
we will liaise with other UK and international libraries to 
make the book or article available to you wherever possible. 

There are a range of delivery options for your convenience 
- you can get articles delivered direct to your desktop or 
books to your nearest library. Visit the Document Delivery 
Service web pages for more information about how you can 
access information held elsewhere in the UK and around 
the world. 

www.durham.ac.uk/library/using/borrowing/dds
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Welcome to the
Library

My colleagues and I hope that 
you will find this newsletter 
informative and helpful. Lots 
of exciting developments 
are currently taking place 
throughout the University Library and we 
wanted to highlight some of these. In response 
to student comments, we have created a new 
research postgraduate centre on Level 4 of the 
Main Library. We invite your comments on this, 
and other ways in which we can improve our 
library and information services to both taught 
and research postgraduate students.

Jon Purcell
University Librarian



Use our Archives and Special Collections to support 
your studies and research

Founded in 1833 and occupying listed 
buildings within the Durham World Heritage 
site, Palace Green Library houses archives, 
early printed books and other special 
collections. These hidden gems include 
medieval manuscripts, printed books, 
photographs, objects and documents 
spanning millennia and telling the story of 
life and work in our own region, across the 
country and around the globe.

The University’s archives and special 
collections provide exceptional resources 
for research into a wide range of topics:  

Major archive collections include a wide 
range of church, family and estate papers 
for the North East, including those of the 
Cathedral and Diocese of Durham and the

Earls Grey, and political papers, such as 
our Sudan Archive. We also hold records of 
organisations such as the Cremation Society 
of Great Britain and Durham University itself. 

Printed collections include the libraries of 
Bishop John Cosin, Martin Routh and Lord 
William Howard; Bamburgh Castle Library, 
the Pratt Green hymnology collection and the 
Local Collection.

Our archives and special collections are open 
to all members of the University, as well 
as the local community and visitors from 
outside Durham. Booking is not necessary, 
but contact us before your first visit to ensure 
that staff are available to help you.

Visit our website to find out more:
www.durham.ac.uk/library/asc

Using E-resources
Durham University Library provides access 
to a wide variety of electronic resources, 
including e-journals, bibliographic and 
full-text databases and e-books, which are 
available through the Library webpages 
www.dur.ac.uk/library

•  If you are looking for a specific resource, 
search the catalogue by title or keyword 
and use the drop-down menu to limit your 
search to e-resources

•  You can browse databases or e-journals 
alphabetically by selecting the Databases 
or E-journals tabs on the Library homepage

•  Use the Subject Information pages on 
the Library website to find e-resources 
recommended for your subject area.

You can access Library e-resources from 
anywhere in the world - all you need is 
internet access and your ITS username 
and password! Always connect through the 
Library webpages or catalogue, rather than 
through a general web search or DUO to 
ensure you get access to all of the Library’s 
e-resources.

Look out for the ConneXions button when 
searching databases. This feature searches 
the Library catalogue and link to the full text, 
where available. ConneXions automatically 
appears in most of the databases we 
subscribe to. 

Update: The Durham Project

Main Library
The redevelopment of the 
Main Library is gathering 
pace, with the structure 
of the new four floor east 
wing starting to emerge. It 
is now possible to see the 
foundations for the curved 
glass wall on the south 
and the ‘fins’ on the north 
of the extension close to 
Stockton Road. Throughout 
the summer vacation, Library staff have worked to remove 
print journals now available in electronic format and reorganise 
existing stock to enable the redistribution of books across the 
extended building upon completion of the building work in 2012. 
In advance of the refurbishment of Level 2, planned for summer 
2011, we have also relocated one of our borrowing machines to 
Level 4 of the Main Library. 

Palace Green Library
Work is underway at Palace Green Library to transform the 
building into an exceptional new public space, offering students, 
staff and visitors the chance to discover and research the 
University’s outstanding special collections. The first phase of 
the Palace Green redevelopment project includes the restoration 
of Bishop Cosin’s 17th Century Library and the creation of the 
Wolfson Hall, a new high quality exhibition space. Opening in 
January 2011, the first exhibition will showcase the treasures of 
the University’s collections, from an original Shakespeare first 
folio, to exquisitely embroidered Chinese Imperial Dragon Robes.  

Artist’s impression of the Main 
Library east wing
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