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Durham University Library’s Local Studies Collection 
 

 

1. Local Studies: a definition 

“Local studies” are characterised by a breadth of subject areas, and by an extensive, 

open-ended time frame which reflects the ongoing growth and development both of 

the local region, and of research interests. So local studies should encompass the past, 

and also be concerned with records of contemporary society to further knowledge on 

all aspects of regional life, historical or current. The common denominator between 

items in any local studies collection is geographical, but as well as a physical area, 

such a collection should also include items on its prominent families and individuals.  

 

The types of materials which are acquired for local history collections are often 

diverse and will generally include official publications, items of general interest, and 

unpublished materials and memorabilia. They are not, then, strictly academic 

collections and appeal to both academic and public users conducting different levels 

of research. 

 

2. Local Studies Collection location 

Durham University Library’s Local Studies Collection is housed at Palace Green. 

Post-1850 items are located in the Barker Research Library on the open shelves, and 

may be consulted by academic and public users. All items are reference only. Some 

duplicate borrowable items are held at the Bill Bryson Library. Pre-1850, plus 

particularly important, vulnerable or fragile, items are kept in the strongrooms. These 

items have to be ordered for consultation in the Special Collections search room in the 

Barker Research Library.  

 

3. Local Studies Collection range 

The Local Studies Collection contains items which have particular relevance to 

Durham (City/County/Diocese/Cathedral/University/), and also items relating to the 

geographical area roughly defined by the historic counties of Northumberland, 

Cumberland, Westmorland and the North Riding of Yorkshire. Items relate, 

completely or partially, to somewhere, something or someone (historically or 

currently) within this local area. In addition, items may have been written/compiled 

by a local author. 

  

The collection contains mainly printed works, including pamphlets, monographs, 

newspapers, serials (periodicals, journals), sale and exhibition catalogues, directories, 

poll books, sermons, maps, and other miscellaneous publications, along with some 

non-published items. Some of the materials are scarce items and others are unique to 

Durham University Library. Some items are duplicated in other Library collections 

(e.g. Routh).  

 

 

4. Local Studies Collection Collecting Policy 

1. General Aims 

a. To support the University’s teaching and research in History, Church 

History, Archaeology, Fine Arts and Literature for the North-East, and 

Durham in particular, and also Industry, Architecture, Science, 
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Geology, Botany, Zoology, Folklore, Linguistics, Transport, Music, 

Politics, Economics and Agriculture for this area. 

b. To support the archive, manuscript and special collections of Durham 

University Library. 

c. Not to replicate unnecessarily local studies collections held elsewhere, 

especially at the Cathedral Library, Durham Library and Durham 

County Record Office. 

 

2. Method 

a. Items will be purchased on the basis of reviews and recommendations. 

b. Items will also be acquired directly from bookshops, publishers and the 

second-hand market. 

c. Serials will be acquired by standing order. 

d. Gifts and bequests will be welcomed at the Librarian’s discretion. 

 

3. Format 

a. Materials will be collected principally in hard copy and will mainly be 

printed books, pamphlets, reports, and journals but material in other 

formats will be acquired as appropriate. 

 

4. Coverage 

a. Durham University. (Acquisition to be co-ordinated with the 

University Archive where publications produced by the university will 

generally be found; some second copies/sets will be available on open 

access.)  

i. University calendars, prospectuses, handbooks, accounts, 

reports, newspapers, newsletters, magazines 

ii. Faculty/Department calendars, handbooks, prospectuses, 

newsletters 

iii. College reports, magazines, newsletters 

b. The major publications of other local organisations will be acquired 

selectively including those of 

i. Durham County Council  

ii. Durham and Newcastle Church of England Diocese and 

Cathedral  

iii. Local Catholic, Non-Conformist and other faith organisations. 

iv. Newcastle, Sunderland, Northumbria, and Teesside 

universities, Further Education institutions and schools 

v. Local agencies within County Durham 

vi. Regional agencies. 

vii. National agencies relating specifically to County Durham 

viii. Phone and local directories every census year only. 

c. Journals 

i. History/Archaeology/Natural History for Durham, 

Northumberland, N Yorks, Cumbria and the NE 

ii. Family History for Durham/Northumberland 

d. Books and Pamphlets 

i. NE general histories 
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ii. Histories of particular places, structures, topics, businesses, 

industries, families and individuals in Northumberland, 

Durham, N Yorks and Cumbria  

iii. Any published records of these counties 

iv. Significant literary works about the north-east or written by 

local authors 

v. Works based on or relating to the collections in Special 

Collections 

vi. Significant regional cultural and social surveys and studies. 

vii. Guidebooks and exhibition and sale catalogues 

e. Newspapers 

i. Copies of some older Co Durham newspapers on microfilm 

f. Maps 

i. Ordnance Survey maps covering the area defined in 3 above 

ii. Early printed and manuscripts maps for the area 

g. Recordings 

i. Performances by local groups/artists 

ii. Works by local composers 

h. Films/videos 

i. Of local subjects and/or by local artists 
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