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How to access the Durham 
Linux and Unix services 

Introduction 
There are several ways in which you can 
access the Linux and Unix services: 
 

• from one of the Linux workstations in 
CM131a or CG65 

• using a graphical connection from a PC 
running VNC or Exceed. 

• using a command line connection from a PC 
running putty  

• from another Linux or Unix computer either 
within or outside the University. 

This document describes these methods. 
Whichever method you use, you will eventually 
be presented with a Unix or Linux login screen, 
you will login with the same username and 
password, and you will have access to the same 
files as the other ITS systems. 

Details about which applications are available 
on each of the ITS machines can be found on 
the ITS WWW pages under Software.  

http://www.dur.ac.uk/its/software/

Logging in to the Linux or Unix 
service 
Whichever system you are using, you will need 
to enter your ITS username and press Enter.  
After your username has been typed in, you will 
be asked for your password. Your password will 
not be displayed on the screen. If the username 
or the password is mistyped, you will have to 
start again.  

If you are logging in directly to a workstation, or 
using VNC/Exceed, you will see the Linux or 
Unix windowing environment. For more details 
see the ITS documents Guide 169: An 
Introduction to Linux or Guide 1: An Introduction 
to UNIX.  

To get a terminal window up, click the left 
mouse button on the terminal icon on the 
bottom panel. You can then type commands at 
the Linux or Unix prompt. 

Commands and programs can be run 
successfully only if the user's environment has 
been set up correctly. If you are having 
problems with commands and programs not 
being found see Infosheet 45: About .cshrc and 
.login files.  

Logging out from the Linux or UNIX 
service 
If you are logging in directly to a workstation, or 
using VNC/Exceed you can logout by clicking 
on the GNOME foot icon in the bottom left of the 
screen and choosing ‘Log Out username’ or by 
clicking on the exit button on the toolbar. 

If you are using a command line connection i.e. 
putty or ssh you must type: 

logout 

at the Linux/UNIX prompt to logout. 

It is important that you do log out. The Linux or 
Unix services will not log you out after a period 
of inactivity. 

You must not switch the Linux/Unix workstation 
off. Although each machine may appear to be a 
single-user workstation, it is in fact a multi–user 
machine. 

Logging in with a graphical session 
using VNC or Exceed from the NPCS 
You can start a graphical session on one of the 
time-sharing computers by logging in via the 
VNC or exceed software installed on the NPCS 
system.

To access Linux click on: 

Start | Durham Network | Connect to ITS 
linux | vega hi res  

To access Unix click on: 

Start | Durham Network | Connect to ITS unix 
| CDE-cdehost   

When you have finished using the X windows 
system, close down each application and logout 
using the previous instructions. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/ITS/Software/
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/169linux.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/169linux.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/45cshrc.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/45cshrc.pdf


Logging in with a command line 
session using PuTTY from the NPCS 
The PuTTY program can be started by clicking 
on Start | Durham Network | PuTTY. To 
connect to vega (Linux) or altair (Unix) double 
click on the relevant entry in the saved sessions 
box. To login to a different host enter the name 
in the ‘Host Name’ box. select SSH as the 
connection type and click Open. 

When you have finished using your connection, 
logout in the usual way. 

For more information on putty see ITS Infosheet 
158: Using Putty to login to a Unix computer 
from a PC. 

Accessing the ITS Linux or Unix 
service from another Linux or Unix 
computer 
You may want to access the ITS Linux or Unix 
service from another Linux or Unix computer. 
This could be a local departmental computer or 
a computer outside the University. In either case 
you should use the secure shell protocol. For 
example to connect to vega from a 
departmental computer you would type: 

ssh vega 

whilst from outside the University you would 
type 

ssh vega.dur.ac.uk 

If you wish to use X11 windows forwarding you 
should include the –X option: 

ssh –X vega 

Certain applications such as xmaple will give an 
error when started over an ssh –X connection. If 
this is the case you need to logout and login 
again used the command ssh –Y. This allows 
access to trusted cookies, which is slightly less 
secure than ssh –X but will allow these 
applications to run. For more information please 
see ITS Infosheet 146: Using secure 
connections between UNIX computers. 

Connecting from outside the 
University network 
If you are connecting from outside the University 
network e.g. from a home ADSL connection you 
will be able to use putty or ssh, however to use 
VNC you will need to use the following 
instructions: 

Download the PuTTY and VNC viewer software 
 
Start PuTTY, and in its configuration dialog 
specify a session with hostname 
vega.dur.ac.uk, and select the Connection type 
as: SSH  
 

In the Category viewer on the left, go to 
Connection -> SSH -> Tunnels. 
 
Put 5900 in the source port box, and 
localhost:5900 in the destination box.  Make 
sure  Local and Auto are selected. 
 
Click Add, then Open. Log in with your ITS 
username and password in the box that 
appears. 
 
Leave that box open, start VNC Viewer, and tell 
it to connect to the machine localhost. 
 
You should now see a graphical login on one of 
the vega servers. 
 
When you've finished and logged out of the 
VNC session, type "exit" in the PuTTY box to 
close the SSH connection you tunnelled the 
VNC session over. 

Further information 
Further information about Linux can be found in 
the ITS document Guide 169: An Introduction to 
Linux.. Further information about Unix can be 
found in the ITS document Guide 1: An 
Introduction to UNIX.  

For further details about the UNIX service and 
the applications that are available, see the ITS 
document Guide 4: Facilities offered by the UNIX 
service. See also InfoSheet 45: About .cshrc 
and .login files and Guide 2: Further Unix. 
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http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/158putty.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/158putty.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/158putty.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/146secureshell.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/infosheets/146secureshell.pdf
http://www.chiark.greenend.org.uk/%7Esgtatham/putty/download.html
http://www.realvnc.com/index.html
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/169linux.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/169linux.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/1Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/4Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/4Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/4Unix.pdf
http://www.dur.ac.uk/resources/its/info/guides/4Unix.pdf
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