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Repairing HTML files with tidy 
Introduction 
Tidy is a command line application available on 
the Unix service that takes invalid HTML and 
converts it to valid HTML.  It will warn you of 
any errors in the code that it cannot fix, so that 
you can correct them manually.  It also includes 
some basic accessibility checking features. 

Using tidy 
To tidy up an HTML file using the default 
settings, at a Unix command prompt type the 
command: 

tidy –f errors –o output.html input.html 

This will tidy up input.html and place the result 
in output.html.  Any errors, warnings or 
messages generated will go to a file called 
errors.  Alternatively, you can omit the –f 
errors and the errors will be displayed on the 
screen. 

Tidy Options 
Tidy has a number of options, and a full list of 
command line options can be obtained by 
typing tidy –h at the command prompt.  Some 
of the more useful options are: 

-i number 

This will output the tidied file with indentation to 
make it more readable.  It will indent each new 
tag by number spaces. 

–c 

This will quickly convert old <font> tags into 
style sheets.  This improves accessibility, and is 
especially good at tidying up HTML produced by 
Microsoft Word 97. 

–word-2000 yes 

This option will attempt to tidy up the HTML 
produced by Microsoft Word 2000 or XP.  It is 
not completely reliable, and works much more 
reliably on documents saved from Word as 
Web Page, Filtered instead of Web Page. 

Using tidy on documents generated by Word 
2000 or XP is strongly recommended.  In some 
cases, the file size after tidying can be less than 
a fifth of the size generated by Word. 

Setting personal defaults 
You can set up personal defaults for tidy by 
editing the file .tidyrc in your home directory 
using a text editor.  This file will be created as a 
blank file if it does not already exist the first time 
you run tidy. 

The file simply consists of a number of lines of 
options and values, separated by colons. 

option: value 

For example, if you regularly use tidy on HTML 
produced by Word 97, you may want to put 

clean: yes 

into your .tidyrc file. 

A full list of options and descriptions of their 
effects and default values can be obtained by 
typing man tidyrc at the Unix prompt.  You 
can use 

tidy –show-config 

to give a list of the current options and their 
values, and 

tidy –help-config 

for a brief summary of the options. 

More information 
Documentation for tidy is available from: 
http://tidy.sourceforge.net/docs/ 
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