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Map of Holy Island 
Village 
  
1643 
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Re-visiting Lindisfarne 

HB records Urien besieging his foes in 

insula medcaut for three days and 

three nights 

 

Monastery founded from Iona  by 

Oswald for Aidan c.635 

 

Cuthbert becomes Prior c.665 

and becomes Bishop c.684; dies 687 

 

Cuthbert’s relics translated 698 

 

First Viking raid on Lindisfarne 793 

 

Monks leave island  875 

 

Priory refounded 1093 
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Textual evidence for 
the layout of the 
monastery 

Outer precinct  VC 17 

Cells  VC 36 

Guest house VC 36 

Watch tower VC 40 

Off-shore 
hermitage VC 42 

 

“Cemetery of  

the brethren”  HE III.iii 
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Churches 

 Oak church built by Finan  

 
“after the manner of the Scots, he made it, 
not of stone, but entirely of hewn oak, and 
covered it with reeds…Eadbert, also bishop 
of that place, took off the thatch, and caused 
it to be covered entirely, both roof and walls, 
with plates of lead” 
HE III.25 

 

 “Some time after, when a larger church was 
built there and dedicated in honour of the 
blessed prince of the Apostles, his bones 
were translated thither, and laid on the right 
side of the altar, with the respect due to so 
great a prelate.”  
HE III.17 

 
Cuthbert teaching at Lindisfarne 
Yates Thompson 26 (British Library) 
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“There ought to be two or three termini 
around a holy place: the first which we 
allow no one at all to enter except priests, 
because women do not come near it, or 
women unless they are clerics, the second, 
into its streets the crowds of common 
people, not much given to wickedness, we 
allow to enter; the third, in men who have 
been guilty of homicide, adulterers and 
prostitutes, with permission and according 
to custom, we do not prevent from going 
within. “ 
 
Collectio Canonum Hibernesis  
 
8th century 

“For this reason he built on the island of his 
episcopal see a church which is called in the 
language of the inhabitants Grene Cyrice 
(that is ‘Green Church’) because it is sited on 
the verdant greenness of the plain and he 
ordered that women should gather here to 
hear masses and the word of God, so that 
they should never come any nearer to the 
Church where he and his monks were. This 
custom is still meticulously observed today to 
such an extent that women are not even 
given permission to enter the cemeteries of 
those churches were his body rested for a 
time unless they are forced to seek refuge 
there, either from fear of enemy attack or 
because the place were they live has been 
burned down” 
 
Libellus de Exordio ii.7 
 
Early 12th century 
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Evidence for the Anglo-Saxon monastery 
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Green Shiel, Holy Island 
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Rectory Field 
Hope-Taylor 1962 
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Trench III 

Trench II 

Trench I 
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Early (pre-Ceramic) phases at The Vinery 
 

Excavated by Northern Archaeological Associates ©  
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Castle View Gardens 
Excavated Ian Farmer Associates ©  
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Plan of proposed defences - 1548 
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Plan of proposed defences - 1548 
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Armstrong’s Map of Northumberland,  
1769 

Greenwood’s Map of Northumberland, 
1828 

Accessing the Island: causeways 
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“It has the greatest 
plenty of salmon and 
eels; seals are also 
frequently taken, and 
dolphins, as also 
whales; besides many 
sorts of shellfish, such 
as mussels, in which 
are often found 
excellent pearls of all 
colours, red, purple, 
violet, and green, but 
mostly white.” 
 
HE I.I (Bede) Fish traps (probably post-medieval), Budle Bay 
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Shell middens 
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“And this is the boundary of the 
territory of Lindisfarne: from the 
river Tweed as far as the mouth of 
Waren Beck, and from there 
upwards as far as the place where 
Warren Beck rises next to 
Hepburn Hill, and from that hill as 
far as the river that is called 
Breamish, and from there as far as 
the river that is called Till, and all 
the land that lies on both sides of 
the same river Breamish up to the 
place where it rises…” 
 
Historia de Sancto Cuthberto 4 
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Brief list of the possessions 
of the See of Lindisfarne  
 
‘Et Mailros, et 
Tigbrethingham, et 
Eoriercern … et Pefferham et  
Aldham et Tinnigaham et 
Coldingaham et Tillemuthe 
et Norham…’ 
 
Historia Regum sa. 854 
 

Tillmouth: an overlooked 
Anglian monastic site? 
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