
  

              

 

A Workshop on International Law, State Sovereignty,  
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19-21 June 2014 

Radisson Blu Hotel, Durham, UK 
 

 

This meeting emerges from the recognition that the prevalent system of sovereign, territorial 

nation-states is based on implicit assumptions about a binary, stable division between land 

inside state boundaries (territory) and water outside state boundaries (non-territory). This 

idealised geophysical/geopolitical bordering of the world is particularly poorly suited to the 

Arctic and sub-Arctic, where frozen water is a central space of habitation and frozen land 

provides only limited opportunities for investment, development, and state control (at least as 

these are typically conceived in southern capitals); where the physical condition of land and 

water is highly variable, both seasonally and in the longer term due to climate change; and 

where the boundary between land and water is often not immediately evident. As the imprint of 

state institutions intensifies in the Arctic, these ruptures between ideals of state sovereignty and 

the actual territories that are constructed by those who would control, live in, invest in, or pass 

through them are likely to become more apparent and more problematic for all parties involved. 

 

As an academic grouping without sponsorship from any policy-implementing body, the 

collection of anthropologists, legal scholars, and political theorists being brought together for 

this workshop will have the freedom to consider options that address the concerns and 

practices of peoples and institutions that encounter the specificities of Arctic and sub-Arctic 

landscapes and seascapes. The intent of the meeting is to gather insights for the launch of a 

research project that will consider how the norms of state sovereignty and international law 

might be modified to account for the specificity of ice. The findings and recommendations of the 

research project would break new ground not only in the Arctic but globally as well, as legal, 

political, and regulatory systems are faced with the need to adapt to the uncertainties and 

instabilities associated with dynamic notions of ‘territory’ amidst climate change and 

geophysical flux. 

 

This workshop is being funded with support from Durham University’s Research Office, Durham 

University’s Faculty of Health and Social Sciences, and Durham’s participation in the UArctic 

network.  It is being held under the sponsorship of IBRU (Durham’s Centre for Borders Research), 

Durham University’s Climate Impacts Research Centre and the University of the Arctic’s Thematic 

Network on Arctic Law. 

 

  



  

Programme 

 

 

Wednesday 18 June 

 

1900   Dinner at Radisson Blu for attendees 

 

Thursday 19 June 

0900 - 0930  Welcome  

Workshop opened by Antony Long, Head of Department of Geography, Durham 

University;  

Workshop introduction from Phil Steinberg, Department of Geography & IBRU: 

Centre for Borders Research, Durham University 

0930 - 1100  Legal Perspectives I 

Participants present for up to 20 minutes each, 

drawing on their research and expertise to 

reflect on one or more of the following 

questions: 

� What are the regulatory gaps caused by 

the lack of a specific international law for 

sea-ice, and what might be the barriers 

toward recognising sea-ice as a distinct 

category in international law? 

� What history (if any) is there of jurists 

proposing that icy environments be 

treated as distinct from permanently 

liquid water? What history (if any) is 

there in domestic law? 

� How might international law learn from 

national and sub-national statutes and 

regulations that recognise the specificity 

of sea-ice or frozen inland waters? 

 

Following presentations, discussants reflect and 

synthesise, possibly drawing on their knowledge 

of analogous non-Arctic contexts. 

Presenters 

 

Stuart Kaye 

(U of Wollongong, Australia) 

Timo Koivurova 

(U of Lapland, Finland) 

Hari Osofsky 

(U of Minnesota, USA) 

Donald R. Rothwell 

(ANU College of Law, ANU, 

Australia)  

 

Discussants 

 

James Baker  

(Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst, UK) 

Beth DeSombre 

(Wellesley College, USA) 

Henry Jones 

(Durham University, UK) 

 

 



  

1100 - 1115  Coffee break 

1115 - 1300  Legal Perspectives II 

              Continues Legal Perspectives panel from above 

1300 - 1400  Lunch at Radisson 

1400 - 1545  Anthropological Perspectives I  

Participants present for up to 20 minutes each, 

drawing on their research and expertise to reflect 

on one or more of the following questions: 

� How have political and legal systems 

developed by Arctic peoples incorporated 

the various ways in which water (in frozen 

and liquid form, in the ocean and in rivers) 

is incorporated into Arctic peoples’ 

lifeways? 

� How have norms based on these 

understandings articulated (or failed to 

articulate) with Western legal norms? 

� Is there enough commonality among 

Arctic peoples’ uses of ice for generating a 

single alternative framework that 

stretches (or challenges) Western legal 

norms? 

� Given the ways in which Arctic peoples’ 

uses of space transcend the borders 

between ocean, land, and inland waters, 

would an international law of sea-ice 

better reflect actual uses of Arctic space 

than the current system or would it 

reproduce existing inadequacies? 

 

Following presentations, discussants reflect and 

synthesise, possibly drawing on their knowledge of 

analogous non-Arctic contexts. 

 

Presenters 

 

Mark Nuttall 

(U of Alberta, Canada) 

Hari Osofsky 

(U of Minnesota, USA) 

Jessica Shadian 

(U of Lapland, Finland) 

Anna Stammler-Gossmann 

(U of Lapland, Finland) 

  

Discussants 

 

Simone Abram 

(Durham U, UK) 

Brenda Chalfin 

(U of Florida, USA) 

Stephanie Kane 

(Indiana U, USA) 

  

  

  

1545 - 1600  Coffee break 

1600 - 1715  Anthropological Perspectives II 

              Continues Anthropological Perspectives panel from above 



  

1715 - 1830  Free time  

1830 – 2100  Dinner lecture at the Radisson Blu  

Introduction by Dave Petley, Dean of Research & Global Engagement, Durham 

University)  

Presentation Chris Stokes, Department of Geography, Durham University ‘Recent 

and Future Changes in the Extent of Arctic Ice Cover’  

 

Friday 20 June 

0900 – 1100 Political Perspectives I 

Participants present for up to 20 minutes each, 

drawing on their research and expertise to reflect 

on one or more of the following questions: 

� How could recognising the social 

specificity of water that is permanently or 

seasonally frozen impact the various 

attempts within the Arctic toward 

achieving autonomy, independence, or 

circumpolar unity? 

� Can recognition of sea-ice – as a category 

in international law that changes over time 

and that complicates divisions between 

terrestrial and aquatic space – be 

incorporated into state notions of territory 

that assume temporal stability, fixed 

borders, and distinct boundaries between 

land and sea? 

� How might constructions of identity based 

around interactions with the Arctic’s 

environment help or hinder efforts toward 

regional or indigenous empowerment 

and/or transnational political 

programmes? 

 

Following presentations, discussants reflect and 

synthesise, possibly drawing on their knowledge of 

analogous non-Arctic contexts. 

 

Presenters 

James Baker 

(Royal Military Academy 

Sandhurst, UK) 

Adriana Craciun 

(U of California, Riverside, USA) 

Justiina Dahl 

(European University Institute,   

Italy) 

Klaus Dodds 

(Royal Holloway, U of London, UK) 

Jeppe Strandsbjerg 

(Copenhagen Business School, 

Denmark) 

  

Discussants 

 

Gavin Bridge 

(Durham U, UK 

Stuart Elden 

(U of Warwick, UK) 

Timo Koivurova 

(U of Lapland, Finland)  

Joe Painter  

(Durham U, UK) 

  



  

 

1100 - 1115  Coffee Break 

1115 – 1230  Political Perspectives II 

              Continues Political Perspectives panel from above 

1230 – 1330  Lunch at Radisson 

1330 – 1515  Breakout Groups 

Participants divide into breakout groups to discuss the objective of creating a 

model ice law. Each breakout group should consider relevant questions 

including: 

� Would it be desirable to have an international law of sea-ice? If so, 

what would be most appropriate scope (e.g. Arctic space generally, 

a/k/a the ice-land-water interface? Frozen water, whether maritime or 

inland? Arctic oceans in their frozen and liquid states? Frozen ocean 

anywhere in the world?) 

� What topical areas would need to be covered by this law? What would 

be included in an outline of articles? 

� What stakeholder/user/interest groups might have an interest in 

developing or implementing such a law? What groups would be likely 

to oppose it? 

� What could be processes for seeking and integrating stakeholder input 

and promoting implementation? 

Groups should also consider any other questions that they identify as they go 

about their discussions. 

1515 – 1530  Coffee Break 

1530 – 1745  Reports and Discussion 

Breakout groups report back followed by discussion 

1745 – 1845  Free time  

1900   Dinner at Finbarrs Restaurant 

 

 

 



  

Saturday 21 June 

0830 – 1015  Book project 

Discuss how to proceed with producing an edited volume based on this 

workshop. Topics to be considered include: 

� Purpose of an edited volume / general orientation & focus 

� General scope and specific themes 

� Potential publishers 

� Coordination of proposal writing and editing 

� Review procedure 

� Timeline 

 1015 – 1030  Coffee Break 

 1030 – 1230  Developing a model law 

Discuss procedures for advancing the model law project discussed in the 

previous afternoon’s session. Topics to be considered include: 

� Overall structure of effort (e.g. hub vs network structures) 

� Merits of one large grant vs network grant vs multiple 

complementary grants 

� Ideas regarding potential funders 

� Possibilities for (and advantages/disadvantages of) nesting project 

within a bigger project 

� General sense of individual participants’ commitment / possible 

designation of follow-up interdisciplinary/international coordinating 

committee 

1230 – 1245  General wrap-up 

1245 – 1345  Lunch at Radisson 

1400   Optional Walk to Durham Cathedral 


