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October 2008 
 
Dear DUSADA Fellow, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks for the support offered to the 
Durham Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) over the next few years by DUSADA via its generous 
donation of £15,000, which was presented to us on 30 June 2008 by Stephen Gardner and 
Graham Barker in the presence of Durham’s Vice-Chancellor, Chris Higgins, and Treasurer, 
Paulina Lubacz.  
 
DUSADA’s generous donation will help underpin the Institute’s prestigious fellowship scheme 
that not only attracts the very best minds from across the world to work with colleagues at 
Durham on a wide range of cross-disciplinary research projects, but also enables the University 
to reward the very gifted scholars we already have at Durham by providing them with the 
opportunity to advance their own research during a three-month period, free of teaching and 
administration responsibilities, in a genuinely stimulating research environment. 
 
The first tranche of funding from DUSADA will be used during 2008/09 to support the Fellows 
coming to Durham to work on the IAS theme ‘Being Human’.  In a variety of events taking place 
between October 2008 and June 2009 the Fellows of the Institute, together with colleagues 
across the university, will tackle the fundamental question of what is it to be human in an age of 
increased technological intervention and amid growing demand to recognise the rights of nature 
and animals.  To give you a taste of the many events taking place under this theme, a list of 
some key lectures taking place in Durham throughout 2008/09 is provided below.  These 
lectures are free and open to all and we would be delighted to see Durham alumni returning to 
Durham to attend any of these events.  Further details of these lectures and all the other IAS-
sponsored events during 2008/09 can be found by visiting www.dur.ac.uk/ias, along with news 
on our aims, principles, and achievements. 
 
DUSADA’s support will continue to benefit Fellows visiting Durham during 2009/10, when the 
IAS theme will be ‘Water’.  Already we have a number of very distinguished scholars committed 
to spending time at the Institute to work on this theme, including Durham alumnus Professor 
Monica Grady (St Aidan’s, 1976-1979) who will be working with her husband Professor Ian 
Wright and Durham colleagues on the sub-theme ‘Water in Earth and Space’; and Durham 
Honorary Graduate, Dame Marilyn Strathern, who will be working with colleagues in the 
Department of Anthropology. 
   
The Durham IAS is one of only a handful of comparable institutions in the world that promotes 
dialogue across all disciplines: the Sciences, Social Sciences, the Arts and the Humanities.     
 
Durham University boasts world-class research excellence in subject areas right across this 
disciplinary spectrum and the IAS builds on these strengths to harness the energy and insight 
that working across boundaries – disciplinary, professional, and spatial - can release.  
DUSADA’s financial support over the next few years is invaluable in helping us to ensure that 
Durham’s excellence is known throughout the world and in the public arena by enabling the very 
best scholars and thinkers to come to Durham to work with the very best staff and postgraduate 
students at Durham.  Thank you very much indeed for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ash Amin 
Executive Director 



 

The Well Brain Public Lecture Series 
 
The most exciting frontier for modern biology is to understand how the brain functions. As is often the 
case in medicine, many of the opportunities to study human biology come via specific diseases and 
the desire to discover what has gone wrong.  This lecture series, however, will give some good 
press, for a change, about the amazing 100 billion cells and their processes that comprise the brain 
and perform its normal functions. The selected topics deal with the origins of our brain, our memory, 
our senses, and the ageing process of the brain. 
 
 
19 November 2008, 7.00pm, The Centre for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Professor Neil Burgess (UCL) 
The Memory Puzzle – how we remember places and what we did there 
 
12 February 2009, 6.00pm, The Centre for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Professor Seth Grant (Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute) 
The origins of the brain and why it is so complex 
 
9 March 2009, 6.00pm, The Centre for Life, Newcastle upon Tyne 
Professor Colin Blakemore (Oxford and Warwick) 
Vision Impossible 
 
 
Figuring the Human Public Lecture Series 
 
This public lecture series profiles a range of opinions on the nature and the future of humanity, its 
limits and its possibilities. These lectures present, in a challenging yet accessible way, an intriguing 
cross-section of current thought on our essence and potential as human beings, whether as 
biological organisms, ethical creatures, or creative minds. 
 
26 January 2009, 6.30pm, Room 407, Calman Learning Centre, Durham 
Dr Tom Shakespeare (Newcastle University) 
Crooked Timbers: disability and the human condition 
 
9 February 2009, 6.30pm, Room 407, Calman Learning Centre, Durham 
Professor Raymond Tallis 
Brain Science and Human Nature: A critique of neuromythology 
 
16 February 2009, 6.30pm, Room 407, Calman Learning Centre, Durham 
Professor Richard Holmes (Cranfield University) 
The Best of Times, The Worst of Times: Men in Battle 
 
2 March 2009, 6.30pm, Room 407, Calman Learning Centre, Durham 
Professor Marina Warner (Exeter University) 
Airborne Dreaming: a Prehistory of Flight 
 
16 March 2009, 6.30pm, Room 407, Calman Learning Centre, Durham 
Professor Sean O’Brien (Newcastle University) 
A Resistant Medium: Poetry and Ignorance 
 
 
IAS Fellows’ Public Lectures 
 
27 October 2008, 5.30pm, St Mary’s College – Professor Jill Gordon 
4 November 2008, 5.30pm, St Cuthbert’s Society – Professor Sonia Kruks 
11 November 2008, 5.30pm, Grey College – Professor Christa Davis Acampora 
18 November 2008, 5.15pm, Hatfield College – Dr Roger Smith 
25 November 2008, 8.00pm, University College – Professor Robert Hariman 
1 December 2008, 5.30pm, Pemberton Rooms – Professor Christopher Brooks 
 
 


