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1. CALENDAR OF FORTHCOMING RURAL CONFERENCES & 

EVENTS 
 
Date Event Contact
7th March, 
2009 

RGS-IBG Postgraduate Forum, mid 
term conference, University of 
Plymouth 

http://www.geog.plymout
h.ac.uk/rgspostgradconf0
9/ 

22nd-27th 
March, 
2009 

Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting, 
Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas. 

http://www.aag.org/annua
lmeetings/2009/index.htm

28th April 
2009 

Postgraduate workshop: ‘Engaging 
with methodological realities in rural 
space’, University of Reading 

c.c.nosworthy@reading.a
c.uk; 
p.s.foyphillips@reading.a
c.uk 

15th-16th 
May 2009 

Conference of Irish Geographies, 
University College Cork 

http://www.ucc.ie/academ
ic/geography/pages/index
.htm 

29th June – 
3rd July 
2009 

Anglo-Spanish Rural Geography 
Conference, Canterbury Christ 
Church University – “'Changing 
Rural Landscapes” 
 

Prof Guy Robinson 

17th-21st 
August 

The XXIII European Society for 
Rural Sociology Congress, Vaasa, 
Finland 17-21 August 2009

http://www.esrs2009.fi/ 

26th-28th 
August 2009 
 

Royal Geographical Society (with 
IBG) Annual Conference, 
Manchester 

www.rgs.org 
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2. Call for Papers 
 
 
2.1 – Conference of Irish Geographies 
 
2.1.1 - Farming livelihoods and lifestyles 
 
  
 
After decades of contractions in the farm labour force and the agricultural 
sector's contribution to GDP, farming remains the largest indigenous industry 
in Ireland. With less than 10 percent of Irish farmers younger than 35 years of 
age (compared to almost one quarter aged 65 years and older), the recession 
may provide a counter balance to the decline in farm successors as job 
opportunities in the wider economy contract sharply, making any family 
business, even relatively low income farming, a more attractive option. 
Similarly, after the Celtic Tiger period that saw unfavourable comparisons 
drawn between the farming way-of-life and more urban (and urbane) 
lifestyles, one of the effects of the credit crunch may be a re-evaluation of 
traditional and less materialistic lifestyles associated with the rural and with 
farming in particular. This session invites researchers engaged in issues that 
relate to contemporary farming livelihoods and/or lifestyles to showcase 
their work.  
 
 
Please submit a title and 200 word abstract of your paper by February 
14th 2009 to Dr. Caroline Crowley (caroline.crowley@ucc.ie). 
 
  
2.1.2 Applying Bourdieu: habitus, capital and field 
 
 'Bourdieu conceptualises most aspects of social life in terms of fields, which 
constitute sites of struggle over a central stake. The resources which are used 
in these struggles, and whose appropriation is at stake, are defined as types 
of capital: economic, cultural, social and symbolic. Each field involves a set of 
players, of agents who are engaged in practices and strategies on the basis of 
an habitus' (Peillon, 1998: 213). Thus, the habitus lies at the core of 
Bourdieu's social theory and 'takes many shapes and forms in Bourdieu's own 
writing, even more so in the wider sociological work of other academics' 
(Reay, 2004: 431). Over the last three decades of his career, Pierre Bourdieu 
developed the concept of the habitus to help explain how a person's social 
position, such as class, gender, nationality, ethnicity, and related cultural 
capital (values and resources), gives rise to socially-produced dispositions 
ranging from feelings and thoughts to tastes and bodily postures. Habitus can 
be used to explore how such internalised dispositions influence a person's life 
choices in everything from education, career and marriage, to everyday social 
encounters and exchanges.  
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Diverse applications of Bourdieu's concepts in human geography to date 
include understanding rural youth education and outmigration, resistance 
to socio-spatial exclusion among the visually-impaired, the practice of identity 
and an Irish national sense of place, post-communist class formation, 
narratives of belonging and social involvement, unequal global flows of punk 
subculture, geographic theorizations and conceptualizations of social capital, 
the social construction of nature, and the maintenance of transnational 
linkages and responses to cultural labour market barriers by migrants. 
 
This session invites researchers in human geography applying Bourdieu's 
concepts of habitus, capital and/or field in their work to share their insights on 
the challenges, pitfalls and opportunities involved. The session will explore the 
potential of these concepts to enrich and illuminate contemporary human 
geographies. Researchers beginning to grapple with these ideas are 
particularly welcome.  
 
References 
 
Peillon, M. (1998). Bourdieu's field and the sociology of welfare. 
Journal of Social Policy, 27(2): 213-229. 
 
Reay, D. (2004). 'It's all becoming a habitus': beyond the habitual use 
of habitus in educational research. British Journal of Sociology of 
Education, 27(1): 431-444. 
 
  
Please submit a title and 200 word abstract of your paper by February 
14th 2009 to Dr. Caroline Crowley (caroline.crowley@ucc.ie). 
 
2.2 Engaging with methodological realities in rural space – postgraduate 
conference, Sorby Room, Geoscience building, University of 
Reading,Tuesday 28th April 2009 
 
Keynote speaker- Jo Little, University of Exeter 
  
To be held at The University of Reading 
Tuesday 28th April 2009, 10-4 
  
 A one-day interdisciplinary workshop to explore existing and emerging 
methodologies through which the rural can be better understood. Aimed at 
new and emerging researchers, the day will provide an opportunity to share 
ideas about method in an informal and supportive atmosphere. Human 
geography's engagement with hybridity (Latour, 1993; Murdoch, 2003; 
Cloke, 2006) has led to a consideration of the multiple standpoints 
through which the rural can be explored (Cloke, 2003). This provides 
ongoing challenges for researchers attempting to engage with multiple 
spaces and identities in the field (Davies and Dwyer 2007; 2008). This 
workshop hopes to encourage transparency in the research process through 
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discussion of successes and failures in the field and the application of 
methods in practice. 
 
Jo Little will share her expertise in applying methods to the field 
followed by questions and discussion. The workshop will be informal and 
supportive with an opportunity for participants to present their 
experiences and concerns in small groups. We hope that postgraduates will 
find it helpful to compare experiences and have included a list of 
suggestions for possible topics of interest 
 
We are keen for discussion to include any successful (or unsuccessful) 
applications of method in the field. Possible areas for consideration are: 
What methods could we use for engaging with current interest in rural 
embodiment (Carolan, 2008)?  
what barriers to research topics and populations have been encountered and 
how have these been overcome?  
- How have ethical considerations shaped the research process?  
- How to access marginalized groups- does positionality matter?  
- In what contexts have participatory approaches worked or failed? 
 
Abstracts of 250 words (max) by Friday 20th March 2009  
  
Places are limited so to register before the 1st April 2009, please 
contact Phoebe Foy-Phillips p.s.foyphillips@reading.ac.uk or Cheryl 
Nosworthy c.c.nosworthy@reading.ac.uk (limited travel bursaries are 
available). 
  
Nominal cost of £10 to include refreshments and lunch. 
  
 2.3  Anglo-Spanish Rural Geography Symposium (Organised by the 
Rural Geography Research Group, Royal Geographical Society - 
Institute of British Geographers) June 29th - July 3rd 2009 
 

 
Venue: Canterbury Christ Church University, Canterbury, Kent 
 
 
Symposium Theme: Changing European Landscapes 
 
 Submissions are requested for the 2009 Anglo-Spanish Rural Geography 
Symposium. Please forward (as email attachments) Abstracts (up to 250 
words) and proposed paper titles to: 
 
 
Prof. Guy M Robinson (guy.robinson@unisa.edu.au) 
 
 
Submissions are especially welcomed from postgraduate students. 
 
The Symposium theme will be interpreted as broadly as possible to ensure a 
diverse range of papers is presented. 
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Deadline for submissions: Tuesday March 31st 2009.  
 
  
 
Provisional Programme 
  
______________________________________________________________
_____________ 
 
Monday June 29th        Welcome Reception                Keynote Paper 
 
Tuesday June 30th       Paper Sessions 
 
Wednesday July 1st     Field Excursion to the Kent Countryside 
 
Thursday July 2nd         Paper Sessions                        Conference Dinner 
 
Friday July 3rd              Field Excursion to the Nord-Pas de Calais 
Countryside 
 
______________________________________________________________
_____________ 
 
  
 
The Conference Fee is likely to be £200 (half-price for Postgraduates) and will 
include the Reception, Conference Dinner, Field Excursions and lunches on 
the 30th and 2nd. Accommodation can be booked separately at the University 
(including en-suite) or locally in Canterbury. Full details to be provided on 
acceptance of Abstract. 
 
If you have any further queries please contact guy.robinson@unisa.edu.au 
 
 
 
2.4 The XXIII European Society for Rural Sociology Congress 
 
 
2.4.1 - Globalization and Rural Europe: Social, Economic and Cultural 

Impacts 
 

Convenors:  
Michael Woods, Aberystwyth University m.woods@aber.ac.uk  
Birte Nienaber, Universität des Saarlandes b.nienaber@mx.uni-saarland.de  
John McDonagh, National University of Ireland, Galway 
john.mcdonagh@nuigalway.ie  
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The influence of globalization in shaping the structural characteristics of rural 
localities and the lives of the people that live in them is now pervasive across 
Europe, although the impacts are not necessarily homogenous. The 
challenges presented by globalization have been recognized by the European 
Union as standing at "the heart of the EU policy agenda", and in a rural 
context the Agriculture and Rural Development Commissioner, Mariann 
Fischler Boel, has observed that these challenges "apply not only to farming 
but also to the rural economies, landscapes and societies in which that 
farming activity takes place." Yet, we have at present only a limited evidence 
base for examining how globalization processes work in practice to transform 
rural localities; how the impact of globalization varies spatially between rural 
regions and localities; and how rural localities develop the capacity to respond 
to the challenges and opportunities of globalization. 
 
The working group will draw together evidence from different regions across 
Europe to stimulate a discussion around these questions. The working group 
defines globalization in broad terms, as a hybrid phenomenon comprising 
diverse social, economic, cultural and political processes. As such, papers are 
invited that address globalization impacts around a variety of themes, 
including but not restricted to: 
 
* Economic processes, including the globalization of trade, the actions of 
transnational corporations, and the adoption of adjustment strategies 
including deregulation and liberalization.  
* Social processes, including patterns associated with the globalization 
of mobility such as international labour migration, transnational 
counterurbanization, foreign property purchases, and globalized tourism.  
* Cultural globalization processes, including the repackaging of rural 
commodities and cultures for globalized consumption, and the impact of the 
globalization of values on animal welfare and environmental management 
issues.  
 
The working group is linked to an EU Framework Programme 7 project on 
'Developing Europe's Rural Regions in the Era of Globalization' (DERREG). 
Early findings from the DERREG research will be presented in the working 
group by members of the consortium, but wider contributions are invited and 
encouraged to position the research in a broader context and develop 
collaborative engagement around its themes. It is intended that the working 
group will be followed-up by a second working group at the 2011 ESRS 
Congress focused on responses to globalization in rural development policy 
and practice 
 
Please forward a title and abstract of no more than 250 words to:   
 
 Michael Woods: m.woods@aber.ac.uk  
Birte Nienaber: b.nienaber@mx.uni-saarland.de  
John McDonagh: john.mcdonagh@nuigalway.ie  
 
2.4.2 Rural-Urban Relationships: Mobilities and Stabilities of the Rural-
Urban Fringe 
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Convenor: Marie Mahon, National University of Ireland, Galway.  
 
  
Urbanisation has been described as the dominant economic and social 
process of our time.  However, there is also a wealth of evidence suggesting 
that the attractions of the rural continue to hold strong for individuals.  Some 
of this is seen through counterurbanising trends. For many others, the desire 
is to enjoy the best of both urban and rural worlds.  The reality of urban-
centred functions, principally employment, means that for many, this rural-
urban ideal is realised through residential choice in the rural-urban fringe.  For 
others, the growth of extensive and affordable residential development in the 
fringe has made the choice of fringe locations an economically-driven 
decision.  For yet others, the fringe represents a functional space for activities 
such as agriculture, tourism, recreation, or waste management.  Fringe 
spaces have been described by Gallent et al. (2006) as 'a dynamic area 
where a range of urban uses...collide with rural uses' (p.xv), and  Hoggart 
(2005) suggests that an understanding of processes of change in fringe 
locations can tell us much about the nature of change in both the urban 
and rural environments.  However, the evolving relationships between 
these spaces are not well understood. 
 
The consequences - physical, social, economic or cultural - of urban 
'consumption' of the rural in the fringe are also unclear.  Many argue that 
rural-urban divisions are blurring, whilst others point to strong divisions that 
remain.  What are the implications for communities in the fringe, and for the 
formation of local identities?  Is the fringe in reality a fragmented social 
landscape? How pertinent are issues such as loss of agricultural land, or 
changes in land use?  What is the relationship of farmers with an increasing 
population of urban neighbours?  Does it present threats, or can it create new 
opportunities?  Can it open up new forms of understanding between urban 
and rural dwellers about differing perceptions of rurality? Can 
'overconsumption' of the rural aspects of the fringe, through poor planning or 
overdevelopment, remove the very characteristics that have made it unique 
and desirable in the first instance?  Is there, as Gallent suggests, a tendency 
to 'fetishise' the rural aspects of the fringe, to the exclusion of urban, and 
possibly desirable dimensions which may also contribute to quality of life? Is it 
useful to conceptualise the fringe as a unique, 'multifunctional' landscape, or 
is it in reality a 'non-place' (Auge, 1995), on an inevitable path to 
urbanisation?   
 
Abstracts are invited which explore, but are not limited to, the following 
themes:  
 * Conceptualising the spaces of the fringe  
 * 'Consumption' of the 'rural' aspects of the fringe by 
the urban  
 * Planning and development of the fringe  
 * Contested governance of the fringe  
 * 'Fetishising' the rural in the fringe  
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 * The form of agriculture in the fringe  
 * Demography, community, dwelling and identity in the 
fringe  
 
Please forward a title and abstract of no more than 250 words to: 
marie.mahon@nuigalway.ie   
 
 
2.4.3 Geographic Mobility and its Impacts on Rural Community Structure 

and Change 
 
 Convenors: 
 
David L. Brown, Cornell University, dlb17@cornell.edu  
 
Tony Champion, Newcastle University (CURDS), tony.champion@ncl.ac.uk  
 
Jane Atterton, Newcastle University (CRE), jane.atterton@ncl.ac.uk  
 
  
 
This working group will include research on trends and causes of geographic 
mobility and research on how such mobility affects rural communities. We 
plan to include the full range of types of geographic mobility such as 
interregional and urban-rural population redistribution; international migration 
destined for or originating in rural communities and regions, inter-area job 
commuting, as well as temporary and seasonal forms of labour migration. 
Regarding the community impacts of these forms of geographic mobility, we 
include a broad range of economic, social, environmental and demographic 
outcomes. Our preference is to focus on current and evolving trends of 
geographic mobility, and to examine community-level impacts that are of 
particular salience to current policy discussions such as social welfare policy, 
carbon footprints, resource usage and management, civic engagement, local 
economic development and entrepreneurship, and social inclusion and 
exclusion. 
 
2.4.4 Critter Countrysides 
 
Convenor: Henry Buller, University of Exeter H.Buller@Exeter.ac.uk  
 
Animals, both domesticated and wild, have always played a critical role in 
representations and iconography of the countryside and rural nature. The 
proximity of animal life in rural settings has been at the centre of a 
longstanding moral consanguinity that modernism has only partially 
succeeded in overcoming. Even now, in the countryside, one is never 
alone. The rural is quintessentially a 'more than human' place. Animals are 
also, to borrow Franklin's phrase 'good to think with' and, as such, creep, 
slide, crawl and walk across and through some of our more persistent 
binaries. In this workshop, we cast our net wide in order to draw in papers that 
reflect and report upon current research and ideas on the rural non-human 
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animalia; papers that seek to re-define or re-draw (or perhaps re-enforce) the 
boundaries of that Derridean abyss through practices and performances of 
shared lives and subjectivities; papers that investigate new and un-
researched areas of animal representation and imaginaries; papers that 
investigate corporeal and material networks that interlink the human and the 
non-human and reconfigure the societies and the spaces of each; papers that 
trace out a social science of human-animal society. 
 
 
If you would like to participate, please send a title and short abstract 
(circa 200 words, max 250 words) to the convenor (Henry Buller, 
University of Exeter H.Buller@Exeter.ac.uk  by February 28, 2009.  
 
2.4.5 Being in the Rural: Affordances, Affects and the 'Nature of Rurality' 
 
Convenors:  
Dr Keith Halfacree, Swansea University, k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk  
Dr María Jesús Rivera Escribano, Instituto de Estudios Sociales Avanzados 
IESA-CSIC, Córdoba, mjrivera@iesa.csic.es  
 
This Working Group seeks to explore some of the powers that the rural 
reasserts, seemingly recurringly, when it 'bites back' or is experienced by 
human beings.  It seeks to delineate some of the 'nature of rurality', 
acknowledging here the central representational link between the rural and 
nature.  It is inspired by at least two sets of conceptual ideas. First, the 
kinaesthetic action-centred theory of affordances, primarily associated with 
James Gibson's environmental psychology, argues for an active moment 
within the otherwise commonsense passive surfaces of the environment.  It 
seeks to transcend the dualism that suggests that the physical environment 
either somehow dictates behaviour - as in environmental determinism - or is in 
contrast just a set of inert things.  For Gibson, the visual information that we 
continuously receive from the environment should not be seen as a sequence 
of static projections that the brain subsequently takes and processes when 
deciding behaviour.  Instead, this information is more creative, as meaning is 
to be had within the relation between the person and the environment.  These 
'meaning of things for action' are the affordances of objects. Second, 
emphasis on personally mediated relations takes us to the now popular social 
science concept, again heavily rooted in psychology, of affect.  This refers, 
broadly, to the feelings, emotions and even actions brought about through 
engagement with the materiality of the world.  Crucially, though, as with 
affordances, it is important not to see any one way relation between the 
environment and action but as something that emerges from the embodied 
action. 
 
Thinking affectively about rurality and its affordances takes one away from a 
discursive idealism that concentrates on the rural's expression through 
representation.  Instead, it encourages us to refocus on what it is like to live or 
experience the rural and to take the rural's own forces seriously; to go from 
viewing the rural to being-in-the-rural.  This is an area that has yet to be 
developed significantly, in part reflecting the predominance of representation 
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issues within rural studies' cultural turn to date, an anti-materialist pro-social 
bias, and also, of course, the understandable fear of espousing some form of 
environmental determinism.  However, it seems very clear to us that the 
sensual manifestation of the rural world, notably its sights, smells and 
feelings, but also its commonplace sense of the mystical and unexplained 
merit direct research scrutiny. Some key questions that the Working Group 
might seek to address, therefore, include: 
 
* What does the rural provide in terms of affects/affordances to those 
encountering it through a wide range of different actions (residential migration, 
leisure, work, contemplation, etc.)? 
* How well are the rural's affective/affordance dimensions expressed 
through rural representations? 
* What is the connection between these affects/affordances and the 
strongly (rurally) representationally spatialised idea of 'nature'? 
* More fundamentally, can we see inherently rural affects/affordances at 
all, or are these only contingently found in 'rural' places? 
* To what extent are rural affects/affordances socialised beyond the 
individual into, for example, the institutional forms of contemporary society 
(migration patterns, rural governance structures, planning rationales, etc.)? 
 
Noting the wide range of encounters between the rural and the individual, to 
what extent, how, and why do formally seemingly similar encounters 
engender differing experiences of the rural (memories, previous experiences, 
etc.), and vice-versa? 
 
 

2.4.6 Rural Challenges: Resilience, learning and adaptation 
 
Convenors:  Chris High, Open University, c.high@open.ac.uk 
  Gusztáv Nemes, Hungarian Academy of Sciences,  
 
We invite abstracts for papers and presentations on the theme of rural 
resilience, learning and adaptation.  The deadline for abstracts is February 
28th 2009. 

 
The rural is a challenging space, a site of contrasting growth and decline, 
creativity and threat.  Rural identity holds a privileged position within many 
cultural and historical narratives, yet it is neither passive nor past.  Both the 
challenges and opportunities for rural communities concern broad processes 
of change. This working group will discuss the social basis of resilience, 
learning and adaptation in order to achieve a better understanding of how 
change works, how it is received and how it can be fostered or 
accommodated. 
 
Rural spaces are at the forefront of many modern issues.  Both the mitigation 
of climate change and adaptation to its effects have an impact on the future of 
rural communities and the countryside economy. It is often proposed that rural 
governance requires joined-up government and integrated policy.  Yet these 
are confounded by the social and economic links between rural and urban 
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communities on the one hand, and challenged by the sectoral division of 
policy responsibility and budgetary constraints on the other. Social trends 
have a profound effect, with depopulation, repopulation and cultural changes 
all affecting community identity and cohesion. Yet the tensions between 
tradition and innovation are not straight-forward, and both creativity and 
resistance find a basis in the retelling of history and institutional bricolage. 
 
The social nature of resilience, learning and adaptation are at the heart of this 
discussion. The working group will feature dialogue on social and 
environmental change, social reflexivity and learning, governance and the 
project state, the formation of identity and the social basis of adaptive 
capacity. We welcome theoretical, methodological and empirical contributions 
from academics and from rural policy makers, practitioners and managers.  
As well as the presentation of papers, there will be a panel discussion 
between practitioners and academics to draw together the different viewpoints 
raised within the working group. 
 
Please submit abstracts of up to 300 words for papers and presentations by 
email by February 28th or earlier.  For individuals willing to join the panel, we 
would appreciate a copy of your CV and a short covering letter. 
 
 
2.4.7. The Changing Face of Rural Areas: Labour Immigration to the 
Countryside 
 
Convenors:  Charalambos Kasimis, Agricultural University of Athens, 
kasimis@aua.gr; Apostolos G. Papadopoulos, Harokopio University of 
Athens, apospapa@hua.gr , Mary Cawley, National University of Ireland, 
Galway,mary.cawley@nuigalway.  
 
In many countries, and particularly in the developed world, rural labour 
immigration has become a new characteristic of contemporary migratory 
flows, with far-reaching implications for demography, society, culture 
and economy over extensive areas. A growing body of research relating to 
Europe, North America and Australia reveals distinctive components 
within the immigrant stream. International labour immigration is well 
established in areas of southern Europe, where intensive cultivation 
remains important, and is a growing trend in the horticultural and 
related sectors in northern and Western Europe. Beyond agriculture, with 
the diversification of rural economies, migrants are finding employment 
in other sectors, including tourism and other rural services. Many 
migrants come from outside the EU as well as from the newer member 
states and there are emerging issues relating to ethnicity, cultural 
adaptation and social integration, dependent in part on whether 
migration is seasonal, temporary or longer term.  
     
This Working Group seeks to achieve a better understanding of the 
structure, cause and impacts of contemporary forms of international, 
work-oriented migration to the rural economy and countryside. Papers are 
invited under four thematic headings: (i) the demographic impacts of 
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rural immigration; (ii) the implications for the rural economy and 
countryside of rural labour immigration; (iii) the impacts on the 
migrants' original society; and (iv) analyses of relevant migration, 
employment and welfare policies. 
 
     
Papers that present theoretical readings on these phenomena, as well as 
the findings of empirical research, are welcomed. 
 
 
2.5 Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Annual Conference, 

Manchester 
 
2.5.1 25 Years of the Journal of Rural Studies 
 
Organisers: Paul Cloke (University of Exeter), Paul Milbourne (Cardiff 
University) and Guy M Robinson (University of South Australia/Kingston 
University London) 
 
Abstracts are requested for papers in this session to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of the Journal of Rural Studies. We invite 
papers in the following areas: 
 
The historical shaping of rural studies, and the role played by geography in 
the changing theoretical and conceptual construction of rurality and rural 
change. 
 
The role played by Journal of Rural Studies within the broader process of 
invigorating and adding rigour to understandings of rurality and rural change. 
 
The contribution of particular papers or themes in the Journal to the 
development of social sciences of the rural. 
 
The importance of contemporary rural geography to the wider geographical 
project. 
 
Rural futures and the agenda for future rural studies. 
 
2.5.2 "New and Emerging Rural Researchers" 
 

  
This session aims to encourage postgraduates and early stage researchers 
working on themes and issues relating to rural geography to present their 
work to a wider audience.  The session will provide a friendly and supportive 
environment in which to disseminate findings and receive constructive 
feedback from fellow new and emerging researchers and from more 
established academics within the field.  Papers are encouraged from a wide 
range of research topics relating to rural geography, they may be drawn from 
completed research or research-in-progress.  
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2.5.3 Other sessions at the conference 
 
'Rural South: Development Lessons & Trends' 
 
Charles Howie (Royal Holloway, University of London) chowie@rac.ac.uk  
Bruce Scholten (Durham University) B.A.Scholten@durham.ac.uk  
 
 After a decade in which the percentage of hungry people fell, the number 
of undernourished people worldwide rose to 923 million in 2007. Reasons 
include demand for meat in emerging economies, and the biofuel boom in 
developed countries. When Bill Clinton told a United Nations meeting 
that 'we all blew it, including me when I was president, [thinking] we 
can develop countries around the world without increasing their ability 
to feed themselves', he signalled changes in the Washington Consensus. 
For decades the International Monetary Fund and World Bank enforced the 
consensus by demanding strict structural adjustment programmes (SAPs) in 
developing countries, mandating privatisation of state activities, 
ending subsidies to indigenous farmers and needy consumers, and opening 
markets to food imports from abroad. Clinton learned that such 
neoliberal policies often resulted in food insecurity, mordant farm 
sectors and rural-to-urban migration to sprawling megacities. Lessons 
have been learned in developing countries too. Vietnam encouraged the 
planting of coffee for export, but suffered when the finicky world 
market rejected its beans. Meanwhile, the World Bank acknowledges the 
development success of India's co-operative-led dairy White Revolution, 
and seeks to replicate it in Africa - but union employees in India claim 
their bosses have lost faith in co-ops and are intent on privatisation. 
Are there conclusive lessons from such disparate events? Are better 
trends emerging? 
 
 
2.5.4 Planning for Rural Change  
 
Session organisers: Darren P. Smith (University of Brighton, UK) and 
Mark Scott (University College Dublin, Ireland) 
 
 Rural geography has a rich legacy of engaging with spatial planning, 
such as Murdoch et al.'s (1998) discussion of 'planning by numbers'. 
Currently, it would appear that the interaction between rural geography 
and spatial planning has stagnated.  This is surprising given the 
current 'plan-led' approach of central government to tackle social and 
spatial inequalities, such as the polarisation, marginalisation and 
displacement of low income groups from rural places, via mainstream 
local and regional spatial planning.  Societal processes which such 
perspectives seek to regulate include the extended scale of 
counterurbanisation (Halfacree, 2008), rural gentrification (Phillips, 
2005) and second homes (Gallent et al., 2005), and the 
out-migration/depopulation of established rural residents.  This is 
typified by the Affordable Rural Housing Commission's (AHRC) report on 
subsidised housing in 2006, and the general response to AHRC's 'five 
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essential items' (cf. Housing Green Paper 2007).  Key here is the 
supportive planning policy framework (PPS 3) which has been subsequently 
established by the Department of Communities and Local Government, as 
well as investment targets for the delivery of affordable rural housing 
of settlements of less than 3,000 population; to sustain rural 
communities and address the 'rural housing crisis'.  
 
We therefore seek papers which explore current issues of rural change at 
the interface of rural geography and spatial planning, or other realms 
of planning policy.  Themes of interest may focus on pressing rural 
issues such as population, housing, economic and employment change. 
Other important dimensions of interest may focus on important questions, 
such as: 
 
  
 
* What is the value of 'restraint-based' spatial planning practice 
on landscape protection, and concentrating development in key centres on 
the grounds of 'sustainability' (reducing car dependency, etc).  
* What are the implications of spatial planning discourses for 
nurturing sustainable rural communities? (e.g. rural services, balanced 
rural communities).  
* What are the key issues relating to competing rationalities of 
rural policy (e.g. development, conservation, etc) 
* What is the effect of the politics of rural change and planning: 
are middle class interests cloaked in 'conservation rationality'?  
* Who is the countryside for, and whose interests are represented 
by spatial planning (tourists, second home owners, food producers, 
middle class residents, 'locals only' planning policies)? 
 
2.5.5 The Great Outdoors?  
Session organisers: Pauline Couper (University College Plymouth St Mark 
& St John) and Richard Yarwood (University of Plymouth) 
 
  
 
This session examines the geographies of 'the great outdoors'. Given 
advances in technologies and the increased accessibility of wild areas, 
can the outdoors still be thought of as 'great'? Or have new cultures and 
practices of outdoor leisure,  from mountain boarding to extreme ironing, 
transformed it to the 'wicked' or 'cool' outdoors? What barriers remain to 
accessing outdoor space? Do sedentary lifestyles mean that the outdoors is 
experienced more from the armchair rather than the hilltop? What alternative, 
perhaps darker, visions exist of the outdoors? How can the theory and 
practice of geography contribute to understandings of people and nature in 
outdoor places?  
 
The sixtieth anniversary of National Parks in England and Wales seems a 
suitable time to reflect critically on the outdoors. Recent decades have seen a 
rapid expansion of the outdoor 'industry' and subsequently its academic study, 
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with academic journals and degree programmes focused on the 'outdoors'.  
As the 'Great Outdoors' becomes established as a field of academic enquiry 
in its own right, what contribution is, could, and perhaps even should, 
geography be making?  We therefore encourage papers about (but not limited 
to): 
 
 
*     Critiques of the 'Great Outdoors' and 'Wilderness'; 
 
*     The 'dark' or 'alternative' ruralities of the outdoors; 
 
*     Exploration, Geography and the Great Outdoors; 
 
*      Social, cultural and political barriers to the outdoors;  
 
*     Geographical perspectives on the hybrid networks of outdoor 
leisure and its management; 
 
*     Geographical contributions to the practices and performances of 
being outdoors. 
 
 
3. Sessions at the Association of American Geographers Annual 

Meeting, Riviera Hotel, Las Vegas. 
 
3.1 Global drivers of agricultural change 
 
Geoff Wilson – University of Plymouth 
 
The purpose of this session is to bring together international geographers and 
other academic researchers investigating issues of agricultural change at the 
national/global level. Several authors have highlighted how the past few years 
have witnessed unprecedented changes with regard to rural livelihoods, food 
production, farming pathways, and agricultural management at the global 
level (Pretty, 2002; Losch, 2004; Mazoyer and Roudart, 2006; Wilson, 2007). 
The aims of the two sessions at the AAG Conference are threefold:  
(1)      to interrogate the multiple drivers of agricultural change at the global 
level; 
(2)      to analyze the complex interrelationships between policies, actors and 
the environment in various global settings 
(3)      to assess the effects of globalization processes on decision-making 
spaces of rural actors 
 
 
3.2 'Who' are the gentrifiers in contemporary urban and rural spaces   
 
Darren Smith - University Of Brighton 
 
Joanna Sage - University of Brighton 
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2009 marks the silver jubilee of Damaris Rose's (1984) seemingly prophetic 
comment that conceptualisations of gentrifiers will need to be continually 
refined and disaggregated, in light of the inherent dynamism of gentrification 
processes.   Over the last three decades, Rose's assertion has been 
consistently substantiated by the identification of more diverse 'geographies of 
gentrification' (Lees, 2007).  As deeper levels of the socio-spatial plurality of 
contemporary global gentrification are identified (Atkinson and Bridge, 2005), 
it is pertinent and timely to revisit Rose's assertion.  Recent studies, 
undoubtedly, confirm that historical representations of prototypical gentrifiers 
(e.g. Filion, 1991) are narrow and out-dated.  Yet such dominant imagery 
continues to hold currency in some media and policy discourses.  Indeed, it 
can be argued that critical perspectives of 'who' and 'what' constitutes a 
gentrifier may have gone astray on the radar of scholars of gentrification.  This 
is surprising given the use of new terms to describe gentrifiers (e.g. 
financifiers, super-gentrifiers, studentifiers and greentrifiers) within studies of 
gentrification.  At the same time, there may be merit in revisiting the value of 
the relevance of particular dualisms (e.g. producer versus consumer) for 
conceptualising contemporary gentrifiers, for instance the role of 'occupier 
gentrifiers' (N. Smith, 1992) within expressions of 'positive gentrification' and 
'new build' gentrification.  The session includes papers which explicitly engage 
with such issues, and which draw upon empirical studies of gentrification, to 
challenge the conceptual boundaries of 'who' and 'what' constitutes the 
modern-day gentrifier in critical ways. 
 
 
3.3 Animal Geography 2: rural inclusions and exclusions 
 
Over the last decade, theoretical conceptions of society have been 
reconfigured to account for the presence of nonhuman animals.   Many of 
these conceptions have articulated similarities among species by drawing 
upon several distinct axes, summoning cultural metaphors, technological 
innovations, and alternative visions of embodiment.  Despite substantial 
development of these new modes of analysis, it is unclear whether human 
practices have substantially incorporated emerging theoretical notions into the 
daily process of living.  Indeed, it may be justifiably argued that prevailing 
theories have not been translated into less antagonistic social practices. 
 Rather, in many cases, hierarchies and territorialization have proliferated in 
ways that contradict symmetrical notions of hybridity and the spaces of 
negotiation that define them.  This session seeks papers that exam particular 
aspects of these exclusions and negotiations.  Papers are welcomed that 
accentuate the theoretical, material, political, or emotional aspects of these 
interactions. 
 
3.4 Following the Green Revolution I: Ideologies, Inequalities, Offshoots 
 
Bruce Scholten – Durham University 
Pratyusha Basu - University of South Florida, Tampa 
 
Studies of the Green Revolution have been at the center of debates over 
international development and agrarian politics at least since the 1960s, and 



 17

such discussions have recently been extended by considerations of the role of 
transnational agribusiness corporations and the rise of biotechnologies. The 
formation in 2006 of an 'Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa,' funded by 
the Melinda and Bill Gates and Rockefeller Foundations, exhibits the 
continuing value of the notion of a 'Green Revolution' in connecting 
agricultural modernization to poverty alleviation. This session seeks to renew 
discussions of the Green Revolution, and of national and transnational 
agricultural development in general, by considering the ways in which 
contemporary rural development policies are (not) informed by longer 
histories of the encounter between scientific technologies and agricultural 
practices. We seek papers that will revisit earlier debates over the Green 
Revolution (including associated technological shifts in sectors like dairying, 
poultry, and fisheries), examine the role of global regulating bodies (e.g. the 
WTO) on national agricultural policy, as well as provide specific case studies 
of agriculture-related national and international development agencies across 
the Global South and North. More broadly, we seek to understand the 
significance of the agrarian sector to contemporary strategies of privatization 
and accumulation by highlighting research on the wider political economies 
and ecologies of rural communities. 
 
 
 
4 RGRG Sponsored sessions at the RGS-IBG Annual Conference, 2008 
 
A total of five sessions were convened at the 2008 RGS/IBG Annual 
Conference: 
 
4.1 - “The Lie of the Land”: Rural Lies, Myths and Realities  
 
(Session Convenors: Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University), Keith Halfacree 
(University of Wales, Swansea)) 
 
In May 2006, Channel 4 screened “The Lie of the Land”, a documentary by 
Molly Dineen. Originally intended to be about hunting, the documentary ended 
up focusing on traditional productive agriculture in marginal South-west 
England. In doing so, it provoked equal amounts of outrage, praise, anger and 
shock. It showed in graphic detail some of the less attractive realities of rural 
living: from routine slaughter of healthy yet unprofitable new-born calves on 
dairy farms, to the acute poverty of many farmers’ day-to-day lives, to the 
harsh impacts of reforms to agricultural subsidies.  The title resonates 
powerfully in more general ways too.  It signifies a set of long held ‘lies’ about 
the English countryside – from the ‘lie’ of a bucolic rural idyll and the (unseen) 
‘lies’ of modern agriculture. These lies, though, are not necessarily told by 
farmers but arguably are more commonly expressed by governments and the 
urban population.  For this session, therefore, we called for papers that dealt 
with the implications for rural geography raised by “The Lie of the Land”. In 
particular, papers were invited that dealt with the following themes: rural lies 
and myths, the practice of agriculture in (marginal) rural areas, and 
methodological lies. 
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Papers presented: 
 
Introducing ‘the lie of the land’: from idiom to critique, and back again? – 
Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University), Keith Halfacree (University of Wales, 
Swansea) 
 
Consuming rural myths: exploring consumer knowledges about food, farming 
and animal welfare – Adrian Evans & Mara Miele (Cardiff University) 
 
They shoot calves don’t they? The unintended consequences of conflicts over 
animal welfare - Matt Reed (Countryside & Community Research Institute, 
Cheltenham) 
 
Lying or framing? A speech act theory perspective on rural myths and BSE - 
Peter Feindt (Cardiff University) 
 
Holy Cow! Shambo and the contested solutions to Bovine Tuberculosis - 
Gareth Enticott (Cardiff University) 
 
Lies on the milk label: consumer boycotts in the USDA organic pasture war - 
Bruce Scholten (Durham University) 
 
The myth of egalitarianism in rural Australia - Kerri Whittenbury (Charles Sturt 
University) 
 
Giving voice to unspoken realities: exploding the myth of the contented farm 
wife - Jan Allan (Griffith University, Australia/Ikawai, New Zealand) 
 
Myth and reality in the experiences of migrants working in British horticulture - 
Donna Simpson (University of Sussex) 
 
Reflexive social geography: mindscapes and cultural competence - 
Christopher Irons (Griffith University) 
 
Myth, mobilization and the framing of rural protest - Michael Woods 
(Aberystwyth University), Jon Anderson (Cardiff University), Suzie Warkins 
(Aberystwyth University) & Steven Guilbert (Sheffield University).  
 
The politics and ethics of school closure: a school at the heart of the 
community - Marion Walker (Lancaster University) 
 
A tainted countryside? Young people, rurality and health in County Durham, 
North-East England - Natalie Beale (Durham University) 
 
No getting ‘back to the garden’: the myth of the 1970s countercultural (re)turn 
to the rural - Keith Halfacree (University of Wales, Swansea), Lewis Holloway 
(University of Hull) & Larch Maxey (University of Wales, Swansea 
 
The ‘other’ dimensions of contemporary rural gentrification - Darren Smith & 
Rebecca Higley (University of Brighton).  
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4.2 – Rural Geography and Public Policy Engagement 
Session Convenors: Carol Morris (University of Nottingham) & Clive Potter 
(Imperial College London) 
 
Papers Presented 
 
Rural Geographers and Public Policy: Analysis, advocacy and engagement in 
the rural sphere - Carol Morris (University of Nottingham) & Clive Potter 
(Imperial College London) 
 
Geography and policy again: blurring the boundaries between citizenship and 
research through civility and subversion - Michael Winter (University of 
Exeter) 
 
Policy engagement and critical rural geographies: lessons from research on 
parish, town and community councils in England and Wales - Graham 
Gardner & Mike Woods (University of Wales, Aberystwyth) 
 
From linear to exchange models of knowledge transfer - Jeremy Phillipson & 
Phillip Lowe (University of Newcastle) 
 
Rural studies, e-Social Science and Evidence Based Policy Assessment:  
reflections from the PolicyGrid project - Lorna Phillip, John Farrington, Alison 
Chorley, Pete Edwards and Feikje Hielkema (University of Aberdeen). 
 
 
4.3 New and Emerging Researchers in Rural Geography 
Session Chair - Ruth Little (Coventry University) 
 
This session brought together early stage researchers working on themes and 
issues relating to rural geography. The session provided a friendly and 
supportive environment in which to disseminate findings and receive 
constructive feedback from fellow new/emerging researchers and more 
established academics within the field.  
 
Papers presented: 
The Changing Place of Traditional Food Retailing: Local Food, Sustainable 
Regeneration and the Future of English Retail Markets - Julie Smith (CCRI) 
 
Rural Market Towns and Gentrification? Socio-Spatial Expansion of 
Gentrification - Craig Wheway (University of Leicester)  
 
Defining Discourses of Rural Policy in England - Sally Hewitt (University of 
Newcastle and Lincolnshire County Council) 
 
Why is Rural Policy Dis-integrating? - Christopher Elton (Sheffield Hallam 
University) 
 



 20

 “Out of Place in the Country? Music Festivals, Rurality, and the English 
Country Village: Fairport’s Cropredy Convention” - Chris Anderton 
(Southampton Solent University) 
 
4.4 Where Species Meet and Mingle: Remaking and Tracing Biogeographies 
Session Organisers - Gail Davies (University College London) & Jamie 
Lorimer (University of Oxford) 
 
Session Chairs - Gail Davies (University College London), Jamie Lorimer 
(University of Oxford), Jennifer Hill (University of West England) & Henry 
Buller (University of Exeter) 
 
This session explored the geographical dimensions to our multispecies world. 
Space is critically intertwined with the emergence and definition of species.  
Spatial parameters of proximity and distance influence species evolution; 
geographical relationships shape plant and animal distributions; whilst certain 
spaces, such as museums, zoos, field centres and laboratories have been 
central to understanding the relations between species and the spatial.  As 
cultural, economic and political process reconfigure environments, organisms 
and the spaces that link them, these biogeographies and the techniques that 
produce and understand them are shifting.  On the one hand, new 
connections are accompanied by a loss of diversity, to be countered through 
spatial technologies like biosecurity and conservation.  Yet on the other, the 
production and opening up of new spaces is revealing and producing new 
organisms and relations between species, new understandings and forms of 
life, whether in the wild, field, city, laboratory or body.  Bringing these strands 
together, the session explored the intersection of humans, animals and other 
organisms, landscapes, and technologies in producing novel biogeographies.   
 
Papers presented: 
 
Forces of Nature: Re-calibrating Ethnology and Geography - Hayden Lorimer 
(University of Glasgow)  
 
Dead biogeographies – and how to make them live - Merle Patchett 
(University of Glasgow) & Kate Foster (Glasgow Sculpture studios) 
 
Pests, Pets and Prey: Uncertainty in the City - Bryndís Snæbjörnsdóttir, Mark 
Wilson (Snæbjörnsdóttir / Wilson) 
 
Enacting Species in Zoos: Performative practices and emotional 
engagements in zoo spaces Chris Wilbert (Anglia Ruskin University) 
 
Emotional Biogeographies: barbarian forests and enchanted woods - Stephen 
Trudgill (University of Cambridge) 
 
Eating Well, Surviving Humanism: Biophilosophy’s Filthy Lesson - Myra J Hird 
(Queen’s University, Kingston, Canada) 
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Who gets bitten? First reflections on malaria control in Ghana - Uli Beisel 
(Open University) 
 
Where species meet and mingle: The Common Cold Unit 1946-1990 – Beth 
Greenhough (Queen Mary, University of London) 
 
Food for thought: cows, grass, omega 3 and the human mind: - Henry Buller 
Exeter 
 
Colonies in Motion: The Ethics of Encountering the Other as an Unfamiliar 
Ecology – Nigel Clark (open University) 
 
Geopolitics, Bio-Revolutions, and the Emerging Science of Defense - 
Elizabeth R. Johnson (CUNY Graduate Center) 
 
The return of the wild? Biogeographies of immanence in wildlife conservation 
- Jamie Lorimer (University of Oxford) 
 
Leap Frog: Pregnancy Testing and the Market Biogeography of the African 
Clawed Frog (Xenopus lavis) c.1940-1970 - Lance van Sittert (University of 
Cape Town) 
 
Marine bio(geo)raphies: tracing transgenic mice origins and ontologies - Gail 
Davies (University College London) 
 
Global swarming: cosmopolitan natures, 'alien' species and the politics of 
barbarian plants - Juliet Fall (Université de Genève)  
  
The Politics and Production of Sterility through Plant Biosecurity in New 
Zealand - Kezia Barker (University of Southampton) 
 
Drawing and contesting human-animal boundaries in discourses surrounding 
genetic interventions in the life of farm animals - Lewis Holloway (University of 
Hull), Carol Morris (University of Nottingham), David Gibbs (University of Hull) 
and Ben Gilna (University of Hull)  
 
Hybrid Bio-Geographies of Disease: Technologies of Species Boundary 
Maintenance in the Late Victorian Milk Industry - Richie Nimmo (University of 
Aberdeen) 
 
Human and farm animal relations in China: negotiating the relevance of the 
Western cultural concept of animal welfare in different sites - Emma Roe 
(University of Southampton) 
 
4.5 Towards Transformative Knowledges/Practices for Sustainable Rural 
Futures 
 
Session organizers - Owain Jones (CCRI); Matt Reed (CCRI) 
 
Owain Jones writes…… 
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The first, very sad thing I have to do is to announce – for those not aware of 
this – that Dr Duncan Fuller, who was involved in this session, died 
unexpectedly on Oct 3rd  of sudden heart failure. 
 
Duncan had a partner, Ingrid, and two children. Our deep-felt condolences go 
out to them. They also go out to his work colleagues, including his colleagues 
in the research project and on the paper given in the session - Helen 
Dunsford & Claire Haggett. 
 
Duncan’s funeral took place on Friday 10 October at Newcastle Crematorium. 
Ian Cook has set up a blog for the ESRC seminar series they were involved 
with, and has added a page to leave tributes to and dodgy stories about 
Duncan: 
http://engaginggeography.wordpress.com/5-duncan-fuller/ 
 
Duncan was very active on the Critical Geography Forum; a key figure in the 
development of public and engaged geographies; and well as in a number 
other related theoretical and substantive foci within geography.  
 
Duncan was passionate about geography being active and being engaged 
beyond its boarders (that was one of the themes of the session and why he 
was taking part)  so I am sure he would forgive us if we now move on to 
considering the session.  Appropriately he was involved in the opening paper 
of the session. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Session Abstract 
  
Within geography/social sciences there is a move to break up settled, and 
narrowly drawn, institutional, pedagogic, theoretical, disciplinary and 
methodological boundaries as we come to realize that addressing the 
intensely complex, hybrid, unstable (yet intransigent)  nature of reality calls for 
new knowledge formations/practices. New practices of knowledge are 
exploring integrations of theory, ethics, politics and methods into new ‘non-
representational’ assemblages of creative inquiry.  Related to this there is also 
what Latour calls a ‘pixelisation of politics’, where actions can take place at 
many sites/scales, and in many forms/networks. These actions are 
pragmatics of knowledge/practice created within competency groups 
clustered around situations of concern and/or potential. Academic attention 
focuses on action already in process within communities, socio-techno-
ecological networks, and processes of governance and economics.  Can rural 
academics identify, join and add value to these? Can rural academics initiate 
these? This session seeks to explore these new terrains of theory/practice 
"which matter", in relation to sustainable rural futures. We seek papers which 
report upon work (perhaps in interdisciplinary alliances) are actively working 
with (rather than on) rural actants (which may include non-humans) in ways 
which seek to be transformative in some way - not least in terms of  
sustainable socio-ecological formations. 
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The perhaps somewhat excitable call for papers and session abstract I 
authored for this was inspired by a whole range of circumstances. I cannot go 
into all the detail: but the conference theme of ‘geography matters’ was one; 
moving to a new research post at the CCRI where a lot of empirical, rural 
focused research is carried out was another; the emergence of non-
representational theory a third; and the notion that somehow the latter is not 
policy relevant the forth.  
 
I admit the call for papers was a bit of a venture – a punt as the say on 
Dragon’s Den. I felt a bit exposed – what would turn up? I am pleased to say it 
paid off. In the end we had enough papers for two sessions. Quite a diverse 
range of papers were presented, which all, in different ways spoke very 
effectively to the theme of the session – academic rural work that seeks to 
actively intervene in the unfolding of rural life – to transform it rather than 
‘merely’ represent it. It was pleasing to have an international span with a 
paper form Sweden, and two addressing rural development in developing 
Asian countries . 
 
I fondly think that some of the thrust of the session linked to one of the main 
conference events  - the Progress in Human Geography lecture by Professor 
Sarah Whatmore, which set out, not least in the context of her Rural Economy 
and Land Use project, a number of agenda and processes of research which 
revolve around ‘redistributing expertise’ between academics and other actors 
in the democratization of knowledge.  
 
Please note Matt Reed of the CCRI was due to Chair but was unfortunately 
unable to attend. This meant his paper was not given either.  
 
In the first session Duncan Fuller el al outlined the interdisciplinary, 
participatory methods used in mapping experiences and practices of 
tranquility in North of England case studies. This, as their abstract explains, 
spans between academic understandings and the aim at intervening 
in/improving the policy process. One very striking feature of this was the 
wonderful qualities of many of the drawings people had produced as part of 
the research process, a reflection of the degree to which the public had 
entered into the spirit of the collaborative work at the heart of the project .  
 
Sophie Wynne-Jones, reporting on her PhD research, showed us yet more 
beautiful landscapes, in this case photographs of her research site in west 
Wales. She offered an account which began to tease out the complexity of 
(this) landscape in two senses. Firstly, the complexity of its performative 
production in terms of hybrid, nature-culture assemblages of people, plants, 
animals, corporations, legislations, and more. Secondly into this mix she 
placed herself – the researcher – and this is surely how it has to be!!  For the 
sake of brevity, lets use Actor Network Theory here – an approach that say 
the world is assembled heterogeneously and the theory/method collapses 
into:  
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a [new] procedural methodology, taking seriously the particularities of the sites, 
the unpredictability of circumstances, the uneven patterns of landscapes and 
the hazardous nature of becoming (Henaff, 1997: 72) 

   
Mikael Jonasson’s paper again reported upon participatory methods, in this 
instance researching attitudes to the building of substantial new wind farms in 
Sweden. He charted the challenges and difficulties of developing genuinely 
participatory methods. Trust, commitment and long term relationships are 
important (as following papers also show), but, of course, in this and in many 
other research circumstances constrained by funding, and other 
pressures/demands on academics,  developing these are very challenging, if 
not impossible in certain circumstances. Fundamental questions about how 
research is funded, structured and practices flow from these kinds of 
methodological/theoretical demands.  
 
Session 2 opened with Parker’s et al’s narrative of ongoing research in 
communities in Nepal. I use the word narrative because this did indeed tell the 
story of on-going participatory research in Napal over a number of years. This 
included discussion of questions of personal commitment, emerging 
friendships and the struggles to secure funding and time resources to 
continue this kind of work.  This illustrated beautifully the notion of not only the 
research process as creative intervention, but also the blurring of the personal 
and the ‘academic’ which is particularly to the fore in feminist approaches. 
Moving from Nepal to Vietnam, Charles Howie recounted his immersion in 
that country’s educational and governance networks in relation to rural 
development. As in the previous paper, friendship and personal commitment 
were to the fore as ‘research methods’. A very rich account of the processes 
of  dealing in, and growing into, other cultures was given, as work towards 
developing rural knowledges and Charles PhD was described. Ruth Little also 
discussed her PhD research – into Participatory Action Research and 
Alternative Food Networks, in relation to organic production. She is funded by 
a CASE studentship – in collaboration with the Soil Association. One of the 
many striking things here was the very process of the project. Each chapter of 
Ruth’s PhD was submitted to the Soil Association and discussed. The Soil 
Association are using Ruth’s work, or rather – working with her – as they 
develop their processes and the thinking that underpins them. This, it seems 
to me, is a very exiting process, an example of academic study democratizing 
and networking with ‘the policy community’ on ‘real issues’. Finally Kirsty 
Blackstock (presenter)  and Rachel Dilley reported on research which was 
stated as being ‘transformist’ in intent. This again involved closely working 
with policy actors. Here that was a more fluid, complex and sometimes 
problematic process, as the researchers immersed themselves in formal and 
informal policy networks and processes surrounding the Strategic Planning 
process for the Cairngorms National Park. Issues of power, formal and inform 
knowledge, research ethics and more practical concerns, such as staff turn 
over, were to the for in this excellent articulation of reflexive, transformist, 
action research.  
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5. Report on the Practice of Rural Geography – Postgraduate 
Conference, Varese Ligure, Italy 8-11th Sept 2008. 
 
The second RGRG residential course for research students and supervisors 
was held in the small medieval hill town of Varese Ligure, Liguria NW Italy 8-
11 September 2008. The event gave a mix of paper sessions, seminars and 
field excursions. Following our arrival on Monday the 8th an introduction to the 
town and the programme of events was given by Professor Charles Watkins 
(University of Nottingham). Our first paper was given by Graham Riminton 
(Nottingham) who discussed the initial findings of his PhD research into ‘wild 
food’ networks. Graham explored the various literatures that informed his 
analysis and pointed to some of the empirical material that he has collected 
from various stakeholders. Following the theme of food networks Kirstie 
O’Neill (Hull) presented her research which is using sustainable local food 
networks as a model to investigate the most effective policy interventions for 
promoting rural development. Kirstie presented the conceptual underpinnings 
of her research and reflected on some of the practical and ethical issues of 
international comparative research and the role of funders within the research 
process. The final paper of the first session came from Lucy Veale 
(Nottingham). Taking an historical perspective, Lucy’s research explores the 
cultivation of Cinchona - widely regarded as a plant which changed the world 
through the production of its derivative quinine, used as an anti malarial – in 
the Cinchona plantations of Ootacamund, South India. Drawing on a range of 
published and unpublished sources Lucy explained how the availability of 
cinchona in the form of British plantations in India facilitated Britain’s imperial 
expansion into malarial belts.  
 
On Tuesday 9th the group were led by Professor Diego Moreno, Dr Roberta 
Cevasco and Claudia Vaccarezza (University of Genoa) on a field excursion 
to field sites in Liguria to examine contrasting approaches to the study of 
cultural landscapes. Issues covered in the day included food cultures; 
landscape conservation; the role of EU, state and regional government; 
management and local practices. The first stop was an exploration of 
Chestnut culture in Lagorara, taking account of the changing cultural 
landscape of the area and visiting a local producer. The group were treated to 
a wonderful lunch of local produce at Boschetto (Scurtabó), which was 
followed by a visit to a late Roman archaeological site where there was a 
discussion of the local archaeology and issues in heritage conservation and 
management in the area. The day ended with a visit to a hazelnut cultivation, 
where the owner treated the group to a question and answer session about 
both the history of cultivation in the area and a discussion of the contemporary 
issues facing the industry in the area.  
 
The second paper session on Wednesday 10th September was kicked off by 
Charles Howie (Royal Holloway). Charles presented a fascinating and 
illustrated account of his research into Farmer Decision Making in the Mekong 
Delta, Vietnam. He discussed the issues around crop production and 
irrigation, through dyke building, in the area. Charles’ paper brought forward a 
lively and informative discussion with other participants relating to the 
methodological issues of postgraduate research. In particular Charles 



 26

reflected on his role in advising on new degree programmes at An Giang 
University in return for their help with the research. The second paper was 
presented by Bo Ren (Nottingham) and was entitled ‘Environmental history in 
China’. Bo considered the links between Anglophone and Chinese 
environmental history. The paper gave a social network analysis to 
considering the development of environmental history in China and reflected 
on how Bo’s own research intends to both fit into, and extend upon, this 
previous research. Justin Pollard (Exeter) then presented the findings of his 
PhD research into building on social capital to facilitate regeneration. Justin 
shared some of this thoughts and findings from ethnographic research in a 
rural community and explored some of the relationships between social 
relations and the sustainability of communities. The final paper was given by 
Pantelis Arvanitis (Nottingham) and was entitled “Ancient Cretan olive and 
oak trees”. Pantelis has just completed his master thesis and is commencing 
a PhD. He gave an account of Cretan forest history and management – 
reflecting on the environmental and cultural histories of trees and woodlands 
in the area and their importance to Cretan culture.  
 
The afternoon session took the form a group discussion, led by Mark Riley, 
Charles Watkins and Diego Moreno, into the practical issues of writing and 
finishing the PhD. The group reflected on the practical difficulties of reaching 
the finishing post within a PhD and shared our thoughts and experiences on 
how best this could be achieved, and possible future avenues after 
completion.  
 
Overall, the few days provided an excellent forum for discussion, and it is the 
words not documented here – shared over coffee and during the excursions 
etc – which are likely to be some of the most valuable results of the event. 
The group would like to offer our thanks to Charles Watkins for organising and 
leading the event. 
 
  
 
6.  RGRG Dissertation Prize Winners 2008 
 
1st prize: Amy Leech, Bristol, 'Localising the nature of organic consumption 
practices: an investigation of behaviours and priorities among organic 
consumers in Cornwall' (£50) 
 
2nd prize: Colin Harwood, Exeter, 'Sustainable transport and accessibility: 
driver responses to 'anti-car' policy scenarios in West Berkshire' (£40) 
  
 
3rd prize: Nick Edels, Nottingham, 'Food for thought: online organics and food 
consumption practices in England' (£30) 
 
7. The RGS-IBG Postgraduate Forum Mid-Term Conference 

The RGS-IBG Postgraduate Forum Mid-Term Conference provides a relaxed, 
supportive, yet academically relevant atmosphere for postgraduate 
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geographers, from all aspects of the discipline, to present their research and 
discuss ideas. The conference is also a social event and an ideal opportunity 
to meet up with other postgraduates.  

The event encourages postgraduates at any stage in their research to present 
their work or simply listen to others. We welcome papers or posters from any 
geographically-related subject: human geography, physical geography and 
GIS. Presentations will be arranged into themed sessions (based on 
submitted abstracts) that will run through out the day. Posters will be 
displayed during the lunch period for viewing by all delegates. In addition two 
workshops will take place which will address different aspects of postgraduate 
development. 

For full details and to book a place please see: 
http://www.geog.plymouth.ac.uk/rgspostgradconf09/ 

 
8. New Books 
 
Reconnecting Consumers, Producers and Food: Exploring Alternatives 
Moya Kneafsey, Rosie Cox, Lewis Holloway, Elizabeth Dowler, Laura Venn, 
Helena Tuomainen. Published by Berg, October 2008 
 
At a time when serious socio-economic, ethical and environmental problems 
associated with the provision of food regularly cause concern, this book 
provides a detailed and empirically grounded analysis of the activities of 
producers and consumers involved in the creation of alternatives to current 
models of food provision. On the basis of qualitative research with six very 
different alternative food initiatives, the book offers insights into the identities, 
motives and practices of individuals engaged in processes of reconnecting 
producers, consumers and food. Recognizing the multi-dimensionality of 
alternative food projects, we move beyond the emphasis on economic 
imperatives for producers to connect with the market, and examine the 
ethical, emotional and reflexive spaces of reconnection. The research 
illuminates the cares, pleasures and anxieties which drive people to relate to 
close and distant ‘others’ through relationships of reconnection and 
entanglement and argues for a critical reconsideration of the meanings of 
choice and convenience in relation to food. It provides insights into the ways 
in which consumers are actively involved in building food production and 
consumption arrangements which are better suited to meeting their practical 
needs, sustaining their lifestyles, addressing their anxieties and satisfying 
their daily ethical dilemmas. As such, the evidence presented in this book 
should lend support to those who want the food system to be constructed 
through more sustainable, equitable and connected relationships between 
people, communities and their environments. 
 
 
9.  ITEMS FOR SUMMER 2009 NEWSLETTER 
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Articles, letters and comments and other items for inclusion in the Spring 
Newsletter should be sent to: Mark Riley, RGRG Newsletter Editor, 
Department of Geography, University of Portsmouth, Buckingham Building, 
Lion Terrace, Portsmouth, PO1 3HE. by 1st July, 2009; Tel: +44(0)23 9284 
2493; email: mark.riley@port.ac.uk. 
 
 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The RGRG, like many other research groups, is making increasing use of 
electronic means of communication.  
Please update your email address! 
Email is increasingly used to distribute the bi-annual Newsletter and urgent 
items of news throughout the year. Although email addresses are now 
available for about half of RGRG members, several appear to be out-of-date. 
If you have changed your email over the past few months or have recently 
gone 'on-line', please send your new address to Keith Halfacree (RGRG 
Secretary) k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk 
 
The RGRG Web site (http://www.geog.plym.ac.uk/ruralgeography/default.htm) 
has been up and running for a few years. If you have any items that you wish 
to have posted on the RGRG web site, please contact Mark Riley (University 
of Portsmouth) preferably by email: mark.riley@port.ac.uk. 
 


