
 
GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS CHOOSING MODULES 

  
Please note the following advice about how best to use the information available to you in the 
Faculty Handbooks on-line. 
 
It is your responsibility to make sure that you choose appropriate modules for next year. To do 
this you should read the following carefully and follow the advice it gives.  
 
1. Check the regulations for the programme on which you are registered to see what 

modules are compulsory and how many option choices you have. You may not have any; 
you may have a limited number of choices from a specified list (e.g. a choice of one 
module from a list of three); or you may have a wide-ranging choice (e.g. one module from 
another department). You will find the regulations in the on-line version of the Faculty 
Handbook (web address above). If you don’t understand the regulations make sure that 
you ask for advice from a member of staff in your department.  

 

2. If you have the chance to choose a module think about the opportunities which this gives 
you: 

 

• to explore a new area of the subject; 

• to lay the foundations for a particular area of study in a future year, for example in 
your final-year project or dissertation; 

• to explore a new subject from another department; 

• to gain a particular skill (research skills, IT skills, communication skills) which may be 
useful to you in a later career. 

 

3. If you have a choice of modules from a defined list, look up each module in the on-line 
Faculty Handbook and check any information supplied to you by your department. Think 
about the learning outcomes and content of the module, and the ways in which it will be 
taught and assessed and consider whether this is a module which you would enjoy 
studying. Think also about what aspects of the subject you might like to study in future 
years and which module(s) would give you the best grounding for that - if in doubt, ask 
someone in your department.  

 

4. If you have a free choice of modules, including modules from another department, think 
about the areas of study which interest you and which you might wish to develop later on, 
and look through these module details in the on-line Faculty Handbook to identify modules 
which might lead into this area of study. You should check: 

 
• whether the module is available to students from another department (i.e. that it is an 

‘open’ and not a ‘tied’ module; if it is ‘tied’ check to see whether your programme is 
one of the ones to which the module is ‘tied’); 

• the pre-requisites to see whether you have taken any modules you need to pass 
before you can start the module in question; 

• the detailed synopsis and the modes of assessment to see whether the module 
would be appropriate for you; 

 

and you should think about what aspects of the subject you might like to study in future 
years and which module(s) would give you the best grounding for that - if in doubt, ask 
someone in your department. 
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Get advice from your own department/school or, where appropriate, the 
Director of Combined Honours or the Deputy-Dean of the Faculty of Science, 
and (if the module is from another department) from the department which 
offers the module - remember that both departments will have to approve your 
choice before you can register. 

 

5.  Before you finalise your module choices you should ensure that the modules are timetable 
compatible by using the timetable checker at: 
http://www.maths.dur.ac.uk/~dma0ssb/tt/module_checker.html

 
In addition please note: 
 

1. your degree programme regulations may allow you to take modules worth up to 40 credits 
from the Level adjacent to the Level at which you are studying (e.g. a Level 1 module as 
part of your Level 2 programme). If your degree programme regulations allow this, use this 
booklet and the on-line Faculty Handbook to identify suitable modules; 

 

2. that this paper-based version was sent to the printers in May so the on-line version will be 
more accurate if there have been any late changes to modules or regulations; 

 

3. do not rely on the version of the regulations which you received in your Level 1 handbook 
(which you were given in hard copy) as regulations can change from year to year.  Check 
the current version on-line.  
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