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“SUPPORTING
STRATEGIES FOR
INTERNATIONALISATION
AND RESEARCH.”

The Centre for Foreign Language Study offers
courses in modern foreign languages for
non-specialists.

These courses are designed to directly
support the University’s strategy for
internationalisation.  We therefore offer
courses to develop language skills amongst
researchers for a variety of purposes,
including researcher mobility, to facilitate
the development of research
collaborations, and to enable access to
research materials in languages other 
than English.

We offer two streams of language learning
to Researchers:

• Communicative language learning
(focussed on speaking, listening,
reading and writing)

• Language skills for scholarly purposes
(focussed on reading skills).

Courses are open to:
• Academic staff
• Post-doctoral researchers
• PhD students
• staff supporting research 

and collaboration.

Objective
Language courses for researchers are
designed to meet an institutional objective.
Courses may be required to support
institutional initiatives (e.g. Brazil’s Science
without Borders programme) or to support
particular collaborations.

This programme is designed to meet the
requirements of individual researchers,
Departments, Research Centres and
Institutes, and Doctoral Training across 
the University.

“ACHIEVING OUR
OBJECTIVES AS A
WORLD UNIVERSITY.” 



“SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
COLLABORATIONS.”
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entry level Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Portuguese Russian Spanish

CEFR

Beginners - X X X X X X X X

Lower A1/A2 X X X X X X X X
Intermediate

Higher  A2/B1 X X
Intermediate

Advanced B2 X X

Beginners - X X X X X X X X X

Elementary A1 X X X X X

Lower A2/B1 X X
Intermediate

Intermediate B1

Higher B1/B2
Intermediate

Advanced B2
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What is available?
The Centre for Foreign Language Study can offer language skills based on demand at different levels.

Courses in other languages may also be provided.

(higher levels offered subject to demand)



Format and Resources
For communicative language learning, Courses are generally 6 weeks in duration, with 3-4
hours of class time per week.  Courses are scheduled according to demand, typically in the
Autumn, Spring and Summer.

Reading skills courses are generally 9 weeks in duration, with 2 hours of class time per week.
Courses are typically scheduled in the Autumn and Spring.

Both the format and timing of any language course can be designed according to the needs
of the learning group.

Co-ordination
This programme is offered in co-ordination with the Centre for Academic & Researcher
Development and the International Office.

Contact
If you are interested in studying a foreign language to support your research at Durham
University please visit our website at www.dur.ac.uk/mlac/cfls or contact: Director, Centre 
for Foreign Language Study, Elvet Riverside, Durham cfls.admin@durham.ac.uk

Every effort has been made to ensure that all information is accurate at the time of going  
to press in February 2014. However, changes may occur and Durham University reserves 
the right to amend or change any information contained in this booklet at any time.
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“ALL ACADEMIC STAFF MEMBERS
SHOULD HAVE AN INTERNATIONAL
PROFILE AND ENGAGEMENT.”
(Durham: A World University, International Strategy 2010-2015)


