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“THE ABILITY TO
SPEAK A SECOND 
(OR THIRD) LANGUAGE,
COMPETENTLY IF 
NOT FLUENTLY, IS 
A HUGE ASSET.”

The Centre for Foreign Language Study offers
courses in modern foreign languages and
British Sign Language for non-specialists.

The ability to speak a second (or third)
language, competently as much as fluently,
is a huge asset.  Intellectually stimulating
and socially rewarding, foreign language
ability is also a great asset professionally 
in any line of work, in both the public 
and private sectors, and for organisations
based in the UK as well as overseas.

Durham University recognises this 
multilingual edge, and offers an Institution-
Wide Language Programme available to
students at all levels of study.  At Durham
we encourage students to develop foreign
language skills as part of their studies,
providing enhancements that will be of
benefit both in career terms and for
personal development.

So build on languages learnt at school 
or learn a new one.  Enhance your
employability options both in the UK and
overseas, increase your earning potential,
and develop opportunities for international
work placements or study abroad.
Knowledge of a second (or third) language
will be an asset in the public services,
education, policy development,  leisure &
tourism, finance, sales, media, marketing &
PR, IT, engineering, manufacturing, retail….
In brief, everywhere, across the globe.

5 key reasons to learn 
a foreign language
1. Language ability is becoming a basic

requirement for a 21st century career,
and a vital workplace skill

2. 74% (and rising) of all content on 
the Internet is in a language other 
than English

3. 80% of world trade is accounted for 
by non-English speaking countries 

4. Lack of ability in foreign languages is
reported to cost the UK economy £48
billion in lost business, equivalent to
3.5% of GDP

5. Language learning improves cultural
understanding, internationally and 
at home

What is available?
Students at Durham can study a 
foreign language by one of two routes:

• A 20 credit foreign language module
undertaken as part of your degree
programme
Classes run during term time over 
20 weeks, October to May

• A non-credit bearing course, studied 
as an extra-curricular activity (usually
evening classes)
Classes run during term time over 
18 weeks, October to May

• Short/intensive courses are also 
available in the Spring and Summer

These courses are intended to develop
language ability, and whilst we encourage
students to take up the opportunity, 
it must be emphasised that learning a
language takes time and commitment.
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Which language can I 
study and at what level?
We offer a wide variety of languages at
various levels of ability from Beginners to
Advanced.  This includes those commonly
learnt before University, such as French,
German and Spanish, as well as others
typically in demand especially in business,
including Chinese, Japanese and Russian.
Choice may be influenced by the degree
programme you are studying, by
employability prospects, by opportunities
for placements or study abroad, or by
personal interest.

Not all options are available at Queen’s
campus. Details can be provided on request.

If you are interested in studying a language
not listed above please contact us.

“IF YOU TALK TO A MAN IN A
LANGUAGE HE UNDERSTANDS, THAT
GOES TO HIS HEAD.  IF YOU TALK
TO HIM IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE,
THAT GOES TO HIS HEART”
(NELSON MANDELA)
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2014 Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Stage 5
programme Beginners Post-GCSE Post AS level Post-A level Advanced

Arabic X2

British Sign 
Language1

Chinese X X X X
(Mandarin)

French X X X X X

German X X X X

Italian X2 X2

Japanese X X X

Russian X

Spanish X X X X

At Durham we offer the following credit-bearing modules:

1 British Sign Language is available at 3 Stages from
Beginners to Advanced, both as a credit bearing
module and an extra-curricular course.

2 Arabic and Italian are not offered as credit-bearing
modules through CFLS, but may be available on
application. 

We offer the following extra-curricular programme:

2014 Beginners Elementary Lower Intermediate Higher Advanced
programme Intermediate Intermediate

Arabic X X X X

British Sign 
Language1

Chinese X X X X X
(Mandarin)

French X X X X X X

German X X X X X X

Italian X X X X X

Japanese X X X X

Portuguese X X X X

Russian X X X X

Spanish X X X X X X



Format and Resources
We offer a communicative approach to language learning and teaching, taught via small group
seminars and language lab classes.  Individual language learning resources are also available
through an Open Access Centre.

Fees and charges
Elective language modules taken as part of a degree programme are available at no extra cost.
Extra-curricular courses require a course fee payable upon registration of £185.00.
Course materials will need to be purchased separately as required.

Contact
If you are interested in studying a foreign language during your time at Durham University 
please visit our website at www.durham.ac.uk/mlac/cfls or contact the Director, Centre for Foreign
Language Study, Elvet Riverside, New Elvet, Durham via email cfls.admin@durham.ac.uk
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“WE ALL OPERATE IN A GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT.
EMPLOYERS ARE CRYING OUT FOR PEOPLE
WITH GOOD LANGUAGE SKILLS AND AN
INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK. IT IS A SKILL THAT
REALLY SHINES OUT ON A PERSON’S CV”
(Neil Bentley, Deputy Director-General and Chief Operating Officer, the CBI)


