
ADVOCATE GENERAL ELEANOR SHARPSTON Q.C.
 
Eleanor Sharpston passed through music, classics, economics and modern languages on her 
way to deciding that she wanted to be a barrister specialising in EU law and the ECHR.  
Educated at King’s College, Cambridge (where she took a first in economics) and Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford (where she did inter-disciplinary research in economics and law), 
she came to the Bar in 1980 through the generosity of her Inn, Middle Temple, which 
awarded her a pupillage scholarship (1980) and then its EC law scholarship (1981), 
enabling her to get started in her chosen field of work.  After five years in practice in 
Jeremy Lever QC’s chambers in Brussels, she took up a post at the Court of Justice of the 
European Communities (the ECJ) in 1987 as one of Sir Gordon Slynn’s “référendaires” 
(judicial assistants) and spent the next three years thoroughly enjoying being let loose on the 
full range of “euro-work”. 
 
On her return to the UK in 1990, she rebuilt her practice at the Bar at Hailsham Chambers 
(4 Paper Buildings) in parallel with academic work.  Initially, she was at University 
College London as Director of European Legal Studies, teaching and researching into EC 
and comparative law.  In 1992, she moved back to Cambridge and became a University 
Lecturer in Law (1992-1998) and Fellow in Law at King's College (1992 to date).  
Between 1998-2005, she was an Affiliated Lecturer in the Faculty of Law at Cambridge 
and a Senior Fellow of the Centre for European Legal Studies (CELS).  Her academic 
work has focussed on the EC single market, fundamental principles of EC law (legitimate 
expectations; non-discrimination), EU enlargement and citizenship of the Union. 
 
She served as joint head of Hailsham Chambers with Michael Pooles QC from 2003-2006; 
and became a Bencher of Middle Temple in June 2005.  She was sworn in as Advocate 
General at the ECJ in succession to Sir Francis Jacobs QC on 10 January 2006.  Between 
then and 6 October 2006 (the triennial partial renewal of mandates at the Court), she had 
delivered opinions in 26 cases.  A further 68 cases are currently in her ‘portfolio’. 
 
She is a member of the Irish Bar and the Gibraltar Bar.  She has (inevitably) published books 
and articles on EU law.  As befits a Euro-lawyer who spent her childhood in Brazil and then 
her adolescence and half her practising life on the continental side of the Channel, she is 
fluent in French; has reasonable German; a working knowledge of Spanish, Portuguese and 
Italian; and rudimentary Dutch and Swedish. 
 
Her off-duty activities divide into peaceful and strenuous.  In the first category, she enjoys 
playing classical guitar and violin, reading (at varying speeds in varying languages) and 
going to the theatre. The second category - depending on opportunity - includes rowing and 
squash (in both of which she got blues), sailing square riggers, skiing and scuba diving. 
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Interesting cases in practice
 
R v Brown, Laskey and Jaggard (1990 et seq.) – "Operation Spanner" (prosecution of 
homosexual sadomasochists for assault under the Offences Against the Person Act 1861), 
House of Lords and European Court of Human Rights 
 
United Kingdom v Council (1992) – the UK's unsuccessful challenge to the Working Time 
Directive - ECJ 
 
R v Secretary of State for Transport, ex parte Factortame (the damages claim part of that 
long-running saga, so about 1996) – Court of Appeal and House of Lords 
 
Diane Pretty v United Kingdom (2000) - "right to die" - European Court of Human Rights 
 
Oliver Burke v General Medical Council (2005) artificial feeding and nutrition – extent of 
patient's right to choose treatment – Court of Appeal 
 
R (Fogg and Ledgard) v Secretary of State for Defence (2005) - "SS Storaa" – whether armed 
merchantman torpedoed during World War II qualifies as "in military" service so as to be 
considered for designation as a war grave) (High Court (Newman J.):  the Ministry of 
Defence appealed to Court of Appeal, and Michael Pooles QC took over the case – appeal 
dismissed 6 October 2006) 
 
 
Interesting cases as Advocate General 
 
 
C-310/04 Spain v Council Agriculture – annulment of Community support scheme for 

cotton (16.03.06)  
 
C-131/03P &c Reynolds What constitutes a reviewable decision for the purposes of 

Article 230 EC (Grand Chamber) (06.04.06) 
 
C-467/04 Gasparini e.a. Criminal law – principle of non bis in idem – subsequent 

prosecution in a different Member State – Convention 
Implementing the Schengen Agreement (15.06.06) 
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