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QUALITY IN FORMATION PANEL: Introduction to Church Pathway Approval 
 

Durham University validation visits and 

church approval of pathways through the Common Awards 

 

Church pathway approval 
before Common Awards 

 

Church pathway approval 
after Common Awards 

 

Double accountability… 
 
TEIs subject to separate and independent 
church and university approvals and quality 
assurance processes (validations, annual 
reviews, periodic reviews / inspections) 
 

Double accountability… 
 
continues but now TEIs subject to a single 
unified approval and quality assurance 
process (validation, annual review, periodic 
review / inspection)  
 

Programmes designed by TEIs and then 
approved by the church 
 

The Common Awards have been designed 
collaboratively by church leaders, TEIs and the 
Ministry Division – so at the overarching level 
they do not need to be approved by the church!  

The large number of modules and their 
flexibility mean that TEIs need to specify 

1. The modules they propose to use for their 
training pathways  

2. Headline level content of the modules 
used (see below, page 2 *) 

This information is specified in the Module 
Overview Table T4 in the Durham Briefing 
Pack  

The church learning outcomes were used to 
assess whether a pathway enabled candidates 
to achieve them. 

The church learning outcomes have been used 
to create guidelines for TEIs to create pathways 
of training through the Common Awards for 
ordained ministry. 

The church pathway guidelines and the 
church pathway  approval form can be 
found in T10 and T11 in the Durham Briefing 
Pack. 

The church learning outcomes are being 
revised, but have not yet reached their final 
form. This means that the ‘current’ versions are 
still in force.  

The process has been dialogical and dynamic 
approach: 25 years of evolving practice  
 

This process will continue to be dialogical and 
developmental and looks to ensure that the 
broad principles of balance across curriculum 
areas -  (1) Church, Mission, Practice (2) 
Doctrine, History, Tradition, and (3) Scripture, 
Hermeneutics, Homiletics, see the diagram on 
Shaping the future p. 76  
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How will it work in practice?  
 

1. Complete T4: The Module Overview Table. 

2. Read the other two documents in T10: 
Guidelines for IME 1-3 Pathways 
Instructions for completing church pathway approval forms 

3. Complete T11: Church Pathway Approval Form. 

4. Submit these documents together with all the other documentation listed in the Durham 
Briefing Pack to the Common Awards Team at Durham University. 

5. Durham will forward the documentation to Ministry Division. 

6. QiF will review what you have submitted and come back to you before the date of the 
Durham visit. What we are aiming for is that you can present the ministerial pathways as 
approved by QiF by the time of your Durham validation visit  

 
Any questions?  
 

Please contact me: david.way@churchofengland.org  
David Way  
December 2013 
 
 

* Specifying headline content for modules: 
 
Example: New Testament for a two year full-time or three 
year part-time ordinand with no prior theological learning:  
 
L4 20 credit: Introduction to the NT  
L5 10 credit: NT in Context  
 
L4 module requires ‘Exploration of selected genres and/or 
theological themes found in the New Testament through 
representative texts which will include selections from a 
Synoptic Gospel and a non-synoptic text’. L5 module 
requires ‘The study of one text / book of the New Testament 
and consideration of its responsible use in Christian 
theology, preaching and praxis.’  
 
TEIs will need to say what texts/themes you are going to 
cover in L4 and what text in L5, ie headline content only.  

 


