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Action Requested of Senate 
This paper is for the information of Senate. It reports a Senior Appointment made by the relevant 
Statutory/Appointing Committee under delegated authority from Senate and Council: 

 
CHAIR IN BIOMOLECULAR SCIENCES 
 
That Professor Nigel Robinson be appointed to a Chair in Biomolecular Sciences in the School of 
Biological and Biomedical Sciences from 1 January 2011. 

 
Nigel Robinson, King Edwards foundation scholar, studied life sciences at the University of Liverpool, 
specialising in Botany, graduating with a first in 1981 and completing a doctorate in 1984 with David 
Thurman on the mechanism of copper tolerance in Mimulus guttatus. Supported by Fellowships from 
the Natural Environment Research Council, and Directors-office of Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL), he worked with Paul Jackson at LANL (1984-1987) then held a Royal Society University 
Research Fellowship at Durham University (1987-1994) to gather genetic resources for metal-
homeostasis. He was awarded the Presidents medal of the Society for Experimental Biology in 1993 in 
recognition of distinguished work on metalloproteins and metal interactions with plant and microbial 
cells. In 1994 he was appointed to the chair of Genetics, subsequently Molecular Genetics, in the 
Medical School at Newcastle University. He has trained two-dozen postgraduates, written circa one 
hundred papers, served as an editorial advisor to Molecular Microbiology and the Biochemical Journal, 
as editor of the Royal Society of Chemistry Journal Metallomics and served on grant panels including 
three different National Institutes of Health study sections, Washington, DC.  He has organised a dozen 
metals-related conferences, delivered more than a hundred invited lectures and co-instigated (with 
Dennis Winge, Utah) the Gordon Research Conference series on the Cell Biology of Metals. In spring 
2011 he will deliver the Luigi Sacconi Foundation Memorial Lecture as part of the International Year of 
Chemistry celebrations in Florence. With nearly a half of enzymes estimated to need metals he has 
contributed to understanding how cells assist proteins to acquire the correct metals. 
 
 


