Digital Classicist Training Day
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Gabriel Bodard, Stuart Dunn and Simon Mahony

This workshop will introduce participants to some of the research tools in the growing discipline of Digital Humanities that can enhance and contribute to the ways the Classics are studied, taught and published. In particular we shall discuss the “Cloud” resources such as Flickr, Google Maps, the Geonames gazetteer, and a collaborative editing and workflow tool designed for the community transcription and correction of papyri.

Morning: Generic Web Tools

This session will introduce a basic set of digital platforms which classicists can use to store, manipulate and analyze information. The focus will be on how digital information which archaeologists and classicists generate and use in their day to day work can be converted into datasets which can be used in free and open web platforms. This will include geographic information of sites and locations to be displayed in Google Earth, along with links and annotations associated with each piece of information in the file; ways in which free open source vocabulary resources such as the GeoNames gazetteer are used alongside easy to use text mining tools to query large amounts of text in digital collections; using the image-hosting service Flickr to create collections of ancient objects and the creation of the necessary associated metadata to assist searching and finding; online applications such as Google Docs to share files and text for collaborative authoring and editing. Participants will therefore be introduced to three types of content: maps, images and text. In each case, participants will have the opportunity to experiment with especially created objects and collections, rather than having to build them from scratch.

Afternoon: Papyrological Editor

The afternoon session will introduce participants to the Papyrological Editor (see Joshua Sosin, ‘Digital Papyrology’, at <http
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HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stoa.org%2Farchives%2F1263&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNExqZ8CJ92lgOk-_c_FP0RP-nPRBg"/1263>), the collaborative editing and workflow management tool designed to allow contributions and corrections to the Duke Databank of Documentary Papyri, HGV and APIS datasets by the scholarly community at large. The Editor allows the editing of EpiDoc TEI XML in a “tags-free” interface using intuitive Leiden-like encoding; it also enables a board of expert editors to vet and approve all submissions before they are rolled back into the public database for viewing and further editing. Participants will have the opportunity to try out the tool for themselves, with the option to stop short of submitting contributions to the editorial board if they don’t feel ready. Students and scholars of all levels of expertise are welcome to this session.

