
Sport Division Current Place 

Men’s Basketball Division 1 3rd 

Men’s Football (Astro) Division 1 1st 

Men’s Football—A team Division 2 4th 

Men’s Football—B team Conference 4th 

Women’s Football (Astro) - A Division 1 3rd 

Women’s Football (Astro) - B Division 1 4th 

Men’s Hockey Division 1 7th 

Women’s Hockey Division 1 8th 

Netball Division 2 1st (unbeaten) 

Men’s Rugby Division 1 1st (unbeaten) 

Men’s Squash Pool B 3rd 

Men’s Badminton Division 1 3rd 

Women’s Badminton Division 1 2nd 

Ultimate Frisbee Championship 8th 

Pool—A team Division 1 9th 

Pool—B team Division 3 13th 

Pool—C team Division 3 15th 

Darts  14th 

Tennis—A team Pool B 2nd 

Tennis—B team Pool C 4th 

ENTERPRISE 

Dragon’s Den 
Results 

The College held the first ever 

Dragon’s Den competition this 

year. This gave students the op-

portunity to develop enterprising 

business ideas and pitch them to 

a team of ‘dragons’, made up of 

leading business and enterprise 

figures from the North-east.  

On 3rd March, the finals were 

held in front of an audience of 

students, academics and business 

people.  

In 5th place, Toby Walton 

pitched the idea of environ-

mental consultancy. 

In 4th place, Adam Dawood sold 

the idea of a new kind of laundry 

service, for busy professionals 

which would be a ‘pick-up and 

return’ service. He won first 

class return tickets to London 

In 3rd place, Chris Grant won a 

day working with a local internet 

company for his idea to develop 

his web design business. 

In 2nd place, Stuart Berryman 

and Ben Ainsley, won £200 sup-

port for their technical support 

business, supplying expertise 

and equipment to colleges, thea-

tre groups etc. who need light-

ing, staging and other audio vis-

ual support. 

In 1st place, Emma Peng and 

Helen Bottomley won £300 for 

their business plan for the devel-

opment of a ‘bubble tea’ com-

pany. This is a drink common in 

Asia which puts tapioca based 

balls in the bottom of fruit-based 

and other drinks, giving an un-

usual taste and texture experi-

ence. The Dragon’s were most 

impressed by the business plan 

and initial marketing ideas. 

 

 

Final Sports  
Positions 

S 
porting success has been one of areas of which we 

can be most proud. As the College grows, we’re see-

ing more teams, including B and even C teams in 

some sports. 

Not only have we seen a huge take-up, with nearly every 

student taking part in sport at some level and most turning 

out for some level of College team, we’ve begun to make 

our mark on the wider university. We have won a number 

of trophies including Rugby Sevens and Women’s Indoor 

Cricket. Our Boat Club had their first formal races, entering 

races at both 

the Durham 

and Hexham regattas; in the latter, the women’s 

novices reached the semi-finals 

Butler teams have won promotion in rugby, 

cricket, women’s badminton, netball (B team) and 

men’s astro football.  

Despite not competing in some sports, having no 

boat house and few sporting facilities on site, But-

ler still managed to beat a number of other, longer 

established colleges in the overall College Cham-

pionship. 
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Green Schools Project 

J 
osephine Butler College has had a focus on environmental since its inception. We agreed that being a green college and actively 

seeking to diminish our impact on the environment should be one of our key values. We have been at the forefront of recycling 

within the University; as the only wholly self-catering mixed group College, we generate a lot of waste in the kitchens but we have 

had a multiple bin system in place from the start. This year some of the members of the College have taken the green agenda much fur-

ther, by taking the environmental message out into schools. 

Starting from an idea from our JCR’s Green Committee, the Green Schools Project has been developed within Butler but now includes 

students from across the University. Each week a group of these students goes out into local primary schools (predominately into years 

5 and 6) to run fun and interactive sessions for the pupils. These sessions have focussed on themes like composting and energy genera-

tion. In addition, they have been helping Edmondsley Primary School with their garden, have run an environmental activity day for the 

whole school and have run activities for the children of the University’s international postgraduate community. 

The project has been such a success that the group have been invited to give a presentation to the North East Regional Centre of Exper-

tise in Education for Sustainable Development.  
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A SUPPORT IVE ENVIRONMENT  FOR ACADEMIC 

ACH IEVEMENT  AND  PERSONAL  DEVELOPMENT  

T 
he academic year 2007-8 saw 

Josephine Butler College move 

from being the new kid on the 

block to being a fully fledged member 

of Durham’s collegiate community. 

We have begun to create the capacity 

to do more which is unique to Butler, 

particularly in terms of our engagement 

with the local community, with inter-

national students and those from differ-

ent cultural backgrounds and to take 

forward our environmental agenda.  

We continue to do extremely well in 

sports, with a number of our clubs 

gaining promotion this year. As a new 

College, we were required to start from 

the lowest division in all the leagues, 

so it will be some years before we real-

ise our full potential. 

We have taken the lead on entrepre-

neurship. In running our innovative 

‘Dragon’s Den’ competition, we not 

only engaged students in thinking 

about business, creativity and enter-

prise, we engaged like-minded people 

from the North-east business commu-

nity and from within the University. So 

much so that the project will begin to 

be rolled out more widely next year. 

Obviously a lot of social activity and 

fun accompanies all of this and Butler 

ran two highly successful Balls—the 

Summer Ball was held in the spectac-

tular surrounds of Beamish Hall. De-

spite a dismal, rainy day we ran 

‘ButFest’ - two days of music and 

comedy across the College. 

All of this took place without ignoring 

the core academic work. As you’ll see 

in the box to the right, despite the small 

number of students graduating this 

summer, we’ve some very good re-

sults; and let’s not forget, these were 

the students who transferred from other 

colleges to help get Butler off the 

ground! 

Academic Excellence Butler 2007-8: A year of 
success In addition to our growing reputations for sports, 

societies and community engagement, Butler 

maintains its academic excellence. Through our 

parenting system (which links up students on the 

same degrees across different year groups), our 

college tutoring system (which gives students a 

point of contact for support) and our learning sup-

port system (which both puts on extra support and 

includes our growing library provision) we ensure 

that students have every chance to excel.  

With this being the last year in which we have 

‘transfer’ students (those who joined us from 

other colleges) we have only a small number of 

members graduating. At the time of going to 

press, nearly 65% of our graduating students had 

achieved an upper second class degree and we had 

6 first class degrees: 

Laura Barker (Cell Biology) 

Rachel Hessey (Archeology) 

Lauren Knifton (Classics) 

Neil Marshall (Mathematics) 

Simon Rowbotham (English and History) 

Stacie Tibos (Engineering) 

Congratulations are due to all of our graduating 

students. 



Wallsend Boys Club 

D 
urham University prides itself on its en-

gagement with the local community, 

much of which happens through the Col-

leges. A number of Colleges have long-standing 

projects which work directly with underprivileged 

groups in Durham or the wider North-east. Butler 

is beginning to develop its own projects in the 

same area. The Green Schools Project (detailed on 

p1) has been one success and another has been our 

growing work with Wallsend Boys Club.  

The Club has been running for 70 years and, de-

spite its name, runs a wide range of activities for 

both boys and girls. Most well known for its football links—through its youth teams they have 

nurtured the talents of many famous players including Alan Shearer and Michael Carrick—it 

also runs dance groups, internet cafes etc.  

During the year we have developed our links with 

the Club. We have both sent groups of students 

over to the Club to see how they run their activi-

ties and take part in a few football matches. We 

also held a barbecue and rounders match for some 

of the Club members at Josephine Butler College. 

About 15 of the Club members came across and 

enjoyed the match, got a tour of the College and a 

chance to talk to students about what life at Uni-

versity can be like. It is hoped that next year, a 

group of Butler students will take the project still 

further, taking groups out regularly to the club to 

help with running events and coaching. 

 
COLOURS 

 

Each year, the college rewards 

those students who make the most 

significant contributions to the 

development of the College by the 

award of half and full ‘colours’. 

This year the awards were given 

to: 

Andy Jackson (half) for managing 

the bar, including times when 

there was no professional manager 

in place, for his continued in-

volvement in the JCR exec, for 

supporting rugby refereeing 

within the university, all while 

developing his own refereeing 

talents.  

Charlotte Dring (half) for bound-

less enthusiasm and effort across 

the College, developing the new 

JCR services role and helping out 

at all events.  

Chris Allison (half) for supporting 

the technical and operational sides 

of the College, often stepping in to 

solve problems and make sure 

events run smoothly.  

Laila Jabr (half) for her develop-

ment of the JCR welfare provision 

which has supported a fully inte-

grated approach to supporting her 

fellow students.  

Laurie Carter (half) for numerous 

contributions across the College, 

including welfare, bar steward and 

yearbook, as well as being a fig-

urehead and cheerleader at many 

College events.  

Nicky Melling (half) for contribu-

tions as an ambassador for the 

College and University, particu-

larly in work when travelling to 

Palestine and South Africa.  

Rob Drinkwater (half) for devel-

oping the sports provision for 

which Butler is becoming known 

and for taking on the development 

of our links with Wallsend Boys 

Club  

The Summer Ball 

T 
he Summer Ball was organised in the spec-

tacular surroundings of Beamish Hall, a 

country house hotel about 15 miles from 

the College. Nearly 300 students, tutors and 

members of the Senior Common Room came 

along to the event.  

After a champagne reception, we had an excellent 

meal and then the entertainment started. Outdoors 

there were plenty of funfair style games including 

laserquest and a bucking bronco.  

Indoors 

there was a games room with dancemat, chocolate 

fountain, candy floss and some casino tables. There 

was a main room with bands and a DJ until the wee 

small hours. Around 100 students made it to the 

‘survivors’ breakfast and photo at 5am the follow-

ing day! 

Thanks go to Stuart Blacklock and Emma Beatty 

who organised the event and to all those across the 

College who helped them out with setting up for 

what was a night to be remembered by all. 

Middle Eastern Day 
Josephine Butler College has students from many different countries, cultures and 

religions. We hope we have opportunities for all to get involved in the life of the 

college, but we highlight here just one of the exciting examples of our commitment 

to supporting everyone  

T 
he second ‘Middle Eastern Day’ 

was held on 18th June 2008. Or-

ganised by Wafya Hamouda, a 

member of our Senior Common Room, 

the event brought together students from 

many different middle eastern back-

grounds, members of the local commu-

nity, staff and other students across the 

University.  

The event was sponsored by the County 

Council, the University and Josephine But-

ler College.  

Just under 200 people came along to the 

event, which included stands on the history 

and cultures of different countries, live 

music and food. People could get henna 

Stuart Blacklock (half) for lead-

ing on many activities, including 

STAB, the yearbook and both 

the winter and summer balls.  

Tom Foley (half) for his tire-

lessly enthusiastic all-round con-

tributions to College across a 

wide range of activities includ-

ing sports, proctoring and Social 

Committee. Tom was also 

awarded Honorary Life Mem-

bership of the JCR. 

Adam Dawood (full) for his 

roles in expanding and defining 

the JCR Vice-president role, for 

running our first charities week 

and for his salesmanship skills.  

Adam was also awarded Honor-

ary Life Membership of the 

JCR. 

Emma Peng (Full) her contribu-

tions to the local community 

through the Green Schools Pro-

ject, for supporting international 

students and for her develop-

ment of entrepreneurial ideas for 

Dragon’s Den.  

Oliver Daniell (Full) for taking 

the JCR accounts system from a 

parlous state to one commended 

by the auditors and ensuring the 

longer term financial stability of 

the JCR.  

Sami Limlikit (Full) for sensitive 

and supportive resident tutoring 

and the development of activi-

ties which help integrate interna-

tional students  

Toby Walton (Full) for his con-

tributions to Butler’s green 

agenda, developing the green 

schools project, constructing our 

allotment and for championing 

Butler’s name through the Uni-

versity and wider.  
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Butler Day 

T 
his year’s Butler Day—branded as 

‘ButFest’—was designed to have a 

festival feel, and it lived up to the 

expectations by being accompanied with 

heavy rain for the entire day of the main 

event. Organised by Charlie Wren and 

Chris Eleftheriades, the first session had 

comedians in the bar and a mini beer festi-

val in the Howlands Events Hall. The sec-

ond day was mostly focussed on bands, 

with a continuation of the beer festival, 

ball pool, candy floss and surf simulator in 

Howlands. 

Despite the weather, there was a great atmosphere. There was plenty of food with a hog 

roast, barbecue and veggie food van. Even those brave few who camped in the pouring rain 

the night before (or, more accurately, camped for half the night, then got fed up and slept in 

the JCR) dried themselves out and enjoyed all of the festivities. 


